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' ttftttGfe 6ftAHtHiE LfcVfeSOW GOWEft, 
MARQUIS OF STAFFORD, K. G. &c. &c 

My Lord, 

The dedication of a Work, 
which, constats chiefly of materials interesting 
to curiosity and subservient to useful cri- 
ticism, will not, it is hoped, be thought ob- 
trusive. What respects the reformers of 
our language, and the fathers of our poe- 
try, may be inscribed, I trust, with abso- 
lute propriety, to him who is the friend of 
Literature and the head of the illustrious 
House of Oower. To these motives of thus 
addressing your Lordship, must be added 
the wish of gratitude to acknowledge benefits 
received. From your Lordship's Manuscripts 
many of these materials, by your permission, 
have been copied. While I have this oppor- 
tunity to own publickly so important an obli- 
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DEDICATION. 



gation, I am proud to record it as an addi- 
tion to various acts of kindness from your 
Lordship towards me; and I have the,honour 
to subscribe myself, 

with the most grateful respect, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's much obliged 
end faithful servant, 

HENRY J. TODD. 
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ERRATA. 

Page vi, line 10, read with tkote to which &c. 
1 109, — 9, for taWot read a gamer, i.e. a wolf-dog, 

- ■ 146, — 6, read jtoman 

147, — 2, read He bad 

217, — 15, read FowftronAe 

314, 

316, 



!l 



r for 1514 read 1553. 
- 324, 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The following Illustrations, it is hoped, will 
gratify the lovers of our early literature; and 
may perhaps afford some Utile assistance, in 
their researches, to those who are intent upon 
further investigation of it- A minute account 
of the authentick documents, which form this 
collection, will naturally 'be expected. Such 
therefore I will give ; together with some re- 
marks pertaining to the subjects, which e&cli 
division of these Illustrations severally ex- 
hibits. 

I. Of these the first, and most considerable, 
is the entire Manuscript of. Francis Thynne ; 
entitled, Animadversions vppon the Annota- 
tions and Corrections tfsamelmperfettones of 
Impressones of Chancers Workes (sett dowiie 
before tyme and nowe) reprinted in the yen 
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of our horde *1598. This document be- 
longs to the fine collection of curious and 
important Manuscripts, which had been form- 
ed at Ashridge by Lord Chancellor Elles- 
mere and his descendants, more particularly 
the first and second Earls of Bridgewater ; 
and is now in the possession of the Marquis 
of Stafford ; the collection having been be- 
queathed to him by his uncle, that great but 
unassuming benefactor to his Country, the 
late duke of Bridgewater. 

That Thynne had communicated some re- 
marks to Speght, before a second edition of 
Chaucer's Works was published by the latter 
in 1602, is- obvious from the address of 
Speght To the Readers when that edition 
made its appearance. " After this books 
was last printed, I vnderstood, that M. 
Francis Thynn had a purpose, as indeed he 
hath, when time shall serue, to set out Chau- 
cer with a Coment in our tongue, as the Ita- 
lians have Petrarke and others in their lan- 
guage. Whereupon I purposed not to meddle 

* This edition of Speght usually bears, in the title-page, 
the date of 1597; but is described by others, at. well-as 
Thynne, to have been a publication in 1598. It wai pro- 
bably published in the January, February, or March of 169% 
Ait is, 15S7-8. .''■"■ 
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INTRODUCTION. Ill 

any further in this work, although some, pro- 
mise made to the contrarie, but to referre. all 
to him, being a gentleman .' For that purpose 
inferior to none, both in regard of his own 
skill, as also of those helps left to him by his 
lather. Yet notwithstanding, Chaucer now 
being printed againt, I was willing not only 
to helpe some imperfections, but also to adde 
some things: Whereunto he did not only 
persuade me, but most kindly lent me . his 
helpe and direction. By .this meanes most 
of his [Chaucer's] old words are restored ; 
Prouerbes and Sentences marked ; such Notes, 
as were collected, drawn into better order; 
and the text by old copies corrected." 

The preceding Extract, at first sight, 
might lead us to suppose that the Manuscript 
of Thyrine could exhibit nothing but what 
had been communicated, to Speght, and con- 
sequently, what had already appeared in his 
improved .edition. \ But this is not the feet. 
Of the points, discussed in Thynne's Ani- 
madversions, few are found in Speght's re- 
impression, which are accompanied with the 
elaborate disquisition here given ; and several 
are not found, at all. Indeed in the Glossary 
of Speght, under the word harrold, not only 
that curious illustration which is- here be-. 
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stowed upon it* will.be sought for in vain; 
but the reader is dismissed with a brief ex- 
planation, and with this notice from Speght 
himself: e But more hereof ", when time ahull 
serue, in M, F. Thm's comment." Gloss. 
edit 1602. Other instances of this descripr 
tion might be cited. The reader may sa- 
tisfy himself by a comparison of passages in 
the Animadversions, whether critical or bio- 
graphical, to which they apply, or were in- 
tended to apply, in Speght's edition. 

The value of Thynne's Manuscript, thus 
exemplified, is further shewn in the interest- 
ing description which it offers of The Pil- 
grim's Tah. Here again I must introduce 
the words of Speght in his Life of Chaucer ; 
where he excites in the reader an expectation 
which hitherto has not been gratified, and 
has directed the critick to pursuits which 
have not ended in success : " M. William 
Thynn, in his first printed hooka of Chancers 
works with one colutnbe on a aide, had a 
tale called the Pilgrim's tale, which wa» 
more odious to the Clergie than the speach 
of the Plowman. The tale began thus : In 
Lincoineshire fas* by a fenne : Standeth a 
religious house who doth if kenne.-r— The aiv 
gument of which tale, as also- the.- occasion 
\ 
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INTJtOpUCTION. V 

<ferflj/i and the cause why it was left opt of 
Ckqifcers. WQtrks, shall hereafter be shewed^ 
if God permit, in M. Fran. Thyus consent 
imon Chaucer; and the Tale itselfe pub? 
lashed, if possibly it can be found" Tba 
argument* pccfls?an» . and cqwse, thus speci- 
fied are in this Manuscript minutely exhi- 
bited. But I will consider Mr. Tyrwpitt'a 
reasoning on the extract just cited from 
SpegK 

. " \\ m,u$t be allowed that this, description 
of Mr. "Thyaoe's first edition, wtdi one c<h 
lumbe ct« a side and a tale called The j?(A- 
grim's Tale, does not suit the edition, printed 
by Gpdfray, which is in two columns, and 
has no pilgrim's tale : but I observe jtbat Mr. 
Spegbt does not pretend to have aee^i this 
book ; he even doubts whether the taje cm 
b/ifyuftd. If therefore \ should be able to. 
prove that the tale which be speaks of cowld 
not possibly be in Mr. Thynne's first edition, 
\ prestwne BP great stress will be laid upon 
the Qthe; part of bis evidence, in which he 
supposes that edition to have been printed 
with only one column on a side. — It appears 
very, strange at first sight that The Pl.ough- 

* Mr. W. Tbynne, the fclher of F. Ttynw. 
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man's Tale (according to Leland) should 
have been suppressed in Mr. Thynne's edit. 
guia tnalos sacerdotum mores vehementer in- 
crepavit, and that he should have inserted 
this Pilgrim's Tale, which as Mr. Speght tells 
us was still more odious to the clergie. A 
few years after, when the reformation was 
further advanced, in 1542, The Ploughman's 
Tale is inserted among Chaucer's Work* and 
The Pilgrim's Tale is suppressed! But there' 
is no occasion to insist upon these little im- 
probabilities. Though Mr. Speght did not 
know where to find The Pilgrim's Tale, and 
the printer of the edit, in 1687 assures us 
that he had searched for it in the publick 
libraries of both Universities, and also in all 
private libraries that he could have access 
unto, I have had the good fortune to meet 
with a *copy; it is entitled The Pilgri/mes 
Tale, and begins thus ; 

* " The copy of which I speak is in the black letter, and 
stems to have once made part of a volume of miscellaneous 
poema in Sro. The first leaf la numbered xxxi, and the last 
xlr. The Pilgrim's Tale begins about the middle of fbL. 
mi. and continues to the end of the fragment, where it 
breaks off imperfect The first leaf has a running title — Vtnut 
The Court of — and contains the ten last lines of one poem, 
and another whole poem of twenty lines, before The Pil- 
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In Lincoln whyr, fast by the fene, 
Ther slant an bows, and you yt ken. 
And callyd Sempynham of religion. 
And is of an old foundation, fcc 

There can be no doubt, I think, that this is 
the piece of which Mr. Speght had received 
some confused intelligence : it seems to have 
been mentioned by Bale among Chanter's 
Works in the following manner, Narrationts 
diversorum, lib. i. In comitatu Lincolniensi 
fuit. — Script. Brit. p. 526, edit. 1559. But 
it is impossible that any one who had read it 
should ascribe it to Chaucer ; he is quoted in 
it twice by name, fol. 33, and fol. 45, and 
in the latter place the reference seems to be 
made to a printed book. The reader shall 
judge — 

He sayd he durst not it disclose. 

But bad me reyd The Romani of the Rote, 

The thred leqfe juat from the end, 

*T'e the tectatd page ther he did me send. 

He prayd me these vi stavi* for to marke, 

Whirh.be Chaucer's awn- hand warte. 

*fi Thus moche woH oar boke sygnjfy ' ■_ ", 

That while Peter hath mastery, &c. 

grim's Tale. — This curious fragment was purchased it the 
auction of Mr. West's library, inalot (No. * 1 040). of emir} 
Jragmenli qf old black-letter, booh, by Mr. Herbert of Gul- 
ston's Square, who very obligingly permitted me to ^nne 
iL" 
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VJ{V INTRODUCTION. 

Then follow fiur more lines from Chaucer's 
R. R. v. 7263 — 6, ed. Urr. It is not usual, 
at least, to cite MSS. by the leafe and the 
page. But if this citation was really made 
from a printed book, The Pilgrim's Tale 
mftst have been written after Mr. Thynne's 
edition, for Chaucer's translation of The Ro-' 
mant of the Rose was first printed in that 
edition. Another passage will fix the date 
of this composition still more clearly. In fol. 
xxxix, xl, are the following lines ; 

Pc-rkin vxrbel and Jak straw 

And now of late our cobler the da we. 

One would not expect to find any mention 
of Perkin Warbeck in a work attributed to 
Chaucer; but, passing that over, I think it 
is plain, that our cobler, in the second line, 
means -the leader of the Lincolnshire rebels 
in 1536, who, as Holinshed tells us, p. 941, 
called himself Captaine Cobler, but was in- 
deed a Monk, named doctor Mackarell. The 
Pilgrim's Tale therefore was not written till 
after 1536, and consequently could not pos- 
sjbl# he in I^Ir. Thynne's first edition, which 
was. minted at latest in 1532."— Some of 
&&* doubts and suppositions of Mr. Tyr- 
wMtt are dispersed into air, by the perspi- 
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cuous statement of Francis Thynne, in tbi» 
Manuscript, respecting bis father's labour*, 
and the composition called The Pilgrim'^ 
Tale. Nor has Mr. Tyrwhitt been fortupate ■ 
in shewing that, where a Bacheler who dances, 
with Franchise, in the Romaunt of the Rose, 
is said to resemble the lordet sonne ofWytide* 
sore, " a compliment seems intended to this 
young princes in general, rather than to any 
particular son of Edward III, who is Certainly 
meant by the lord of Windsor ; though it* 
the French it is simply, II serabloit estre 
jilz de Roy*." For here again the.Mamu- 
script of Thynne overturns the pretended 
simple statement of the French original, and 
vindicates the literal accuracy of Chaucer's 
designation. Mr. Godwin's inference, de* 
disced from Mr. Tyrwhittfs assertion^ fall* 
accordingly to- the ground. But..J 1 wHl\n«.t 
a^Rticipate too largely the contents of.thjf 
rnoM interesting document). . . . mvii 

. >Yh^tner Thynne's Letter, m its preset , 

form and substance,, was conveyed to Spegitti 
Sannc^now be aw^tained, If i$;wa*, Spegfe 

* At the conclusion of Mr. Tyrwhitt.'* Notes on the Can- 
terbury Tale*. 
% t Codwirfi Life of Chaucer, ch. xxiv. 
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neglected to avail himself of much service- 
able aid ; if it was not, Thynne may be sup- 
posed to have still entertained the design of 
publishing a commentary on the poet, and 
consequently to have given Speght only such 
partial, information and correction as we find 
m his edition. I am disposed, however, to 
think that the letter was received by Speght; 
and that the concealment of several circum- 
stances in this Manuscript may be attributed 
to his indifference or want of judgement, ra- 
ther than to Thynne's supposed intention. 
: Of Francis Thynne, and of his works,' the 
reader will find ah ample account in Antony 
Wood's History of Oxford Writers ; where 
the historian, having recorded the numerous 
labours of this' eminent antiquary, relates 
that " *he [Thynne] had several Notes on, 
and Corrections of, Chaucer's Works lying 
by him ; with the helps of which, he did in- 
tend to put out that author; with a com- 
ment in our English tongue, as the Italians 
have Petrark and others in their language; 
'But he hailing been taken off from thdt good 
work, he did assist Tho. Speght of Cambridge 

* Ath. Ox. Vol. i. Art. F. Thynne, edit. 1691. col. 
319. 

Digitize h,G00gIe 



INTRODUCTION, XI 

with his notes and directions, as also with 
considerable materials for the writing Chau- 
cer's Life." Francis Thynne was the officer 
in the College of Arms, distinguished by the 
title of Lancaster Herald. He died in 1611. 
His time appears to have been usefully em- 
ployed in several departments of literature. 
Of his compositions Hearne has largely avail- 
ed himself in his " Collection of curious dis- 
courses, written by eminent Antiquaries on 
several heads in our English Antiquities, and 
now *Jtrst published chiefly for the use and 
service of the young Nobility and Gentry of 
England," in 1720. I may not omit men- 
tioning, that, in the same Library, which 
now preserves his remarks on Chaucer, is a 
manuscript volume, in quarto, of Thynne's 
unpublished Epigrams and Emblems ; dedi- 
cated also to Lord Chancellor Ellesmere. 

* These are the discourses of Francis Thynne, viz. 

No. 2. Of sterling money. 

No. 8. Of what antiquity shires were in England. 

No. 13. Of the antiquity and etymologic of terms and 

times for the Administration of Justice in 

England. 
No. 25. Of the antiquity of the Houses of Law. 
No. 46. Of the dutye and office of an Hereulde of 

Armes. 
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$11 INTRODUCTIOB. 

II. This division of the Illustrations con- 
tains two documents ; the first of which 
is the Will of Gower, and is of importance 
in respect to the history of his life. We, 
have hitherto been told, * that we possess 
no materials for the biography of this $\ih 
tinguished character ; that probably he was, 
well born ; that obscurity, however, hangs, 
over his origin ; and that an indirect proof 
of his wealth may indeed be drawn from 
the munificence of his conduct to the mo- 
nastery of St. Mary Overies. To these, 
specimens of cautious recital' may be added, 
the pretended date of Gower's deatli \n 
1403 or 1403. The Will, which we ar§ 
now considering, is dated in 1408 ! If the 
knowledge of this, curious document had 
never passed from the Registry, in which 
it is recorded ; to impute blame to those, 
who have faithfully followed the authority 
of •f preceding writers, in , whom confi- 
dence may rarely be misplaced, might 
seem fastidious. But since it appears, that 



* Ellis's Specimens of the Early English Poets, vol i. 
ch. vii. Godwin's Life of Chaucer, ch. *«i. 

t Turner, Bib. Brit Hib. Warton, Hist. Eog. Poet 
Edmondson, Baronagium Genealogicum, fcc 
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the WU1 of Gower was published ia a * work* 
aateripur to Specimc&a 0/ the. Early English 
P<#($ by Ellis, to the Bibtiographia Poetka 
by Ritsop, and to the Life of Chancer by 
Godwin ; in a work,, I may add,, which i& aa 
honour to the individual who composed it, 
and which, in matters of antiquarian .re* 
search, more particularly in those respecting 
biography, ought to be overpassed by no 
one: since this, I say, is the case, the con- 
tinuation of mistake can no longer be de- 
fended, and ingenuity must be -somewhat 
puzzled to excuse the neglect ef Mr. Gough'a 
Sepulchral Monuments. 

The Will is recorded in the Register «tf 
Alrcbbishop. Arundel; which is preserved, 
among other archiepiscopal records, in the 
Library at Lambeth Palace. The copy of 
it, printed by Mr. Gough, is correct ; butt 
wants pact of the grant of adHUimlratio* % Q 
Agnes, the wife of Gower; which, is ,9*m 
added. 

Before I oScr, fiwn> thia docuoomW «& 
rect pcoof of Oever's weakh; I think ilk 
right to notice the remark that he was well 

* The Sepulchral. MotiuBient* of Great Britain, by Ri- 
chard Gough, Esq. Centur. x*. 
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born, in order more fully to illustrate the 
opinion, stated by Mr. Ellis, that Gower, 
Chaucer, and Hoccleve, all of whom received 
their education at the Inns of Court, were of 
noble origin. This opinion derives weight 
from Sir John Fortescue's Treatise JDe Lau- 
dibus Legum Anglice, where, in the forty- 
ninth chapter, he says, " Quo fit, ut vix 
doctus in legibus illis reperiatur in regno qui 
non sit nobilisy et de nobilium genere egres- 
sus. In his revera hospitiis, ultra studium 
legum, est quasi gymnasium omnium morum 
qui nobiles decent. Ibi cantare ipsi addis- 
cunt, similiter et se exercent in omni genere 
hartnonia: ibi etiam tripudiare, ac jocos 
singulos nobilibus conveniences, qualiter in 
domo regit exercere solent, enutriti. Ita ut 
milites, barones, alii quoque magnates et 
nobiles regni, in hospitiis illis ponunt filios 
suos."— An old commentator on- Fortescue 
says, that in Sir John's time " * none were 
admitted of the Inns of Court, but men as of 
bloud so of fortune ; since to live and study 
there was so chargeable, that a thrifty liver 

* Forteacutui Jllmtratu*, or a Commentary on that ner- 
toui Treatise De LaudibuM Legum Anglia, written by Sir John 
Fortescue, &c By Edw. Waterhom, E»q. fol. Lond. 1663.. 
p. 521. 
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there could not come off for less than 80 
,escues, which I take not to be as Mr. MaL- 
caster makes it to amount to, twenty marks ; 
but, casting the escues into those that are 
escue vieil, worth 7s. 6d. sterling a piece, 
comes to near 30/. a year, which in that 
time was a good allowance, Sec." 

The preceding remark may be considered 
as a correction of what the author had else- 
where said, respecting the necessary expenses 
incurred by the students at those seminaries. 
" * Anciently no man was capable of an entry 
there but a gentleman of arms and blood ; 
and Mr. Fern sayes, he has seen an alphabet 
about the end of Henry the fifth's time, in 
which were the names and arms of the house 
and family of all those who were members of 
an Inn of Court, who exceeded not the num- 
ber of 60, all gentlemen of perfect descents ; 
and Fortescue tells us, that in H. 6ths time, 
the Inns of Court had in them 200 or near; 
and because the expense of living there was 
at least to every man 20 marks a year, ipsi 
nobilium Jilii tantum in hospitiis illis leges 
uddiscunt." 



* Discourse of Arms and Armory, by Edw. Wattrhous, 
E*q. Sto. Lond- 1660. p. 131. 
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Having shewn dial, instead of 20 marks, 
near 30 pounds a year would be requisite to 
defray their charges, the commentator tells us 
that the men of honour and warskip t who sent 
their children to the Inns of Court, added 
" * to their convenient chamber decent furni- 
ture, rich apparel, different masters for every 
science, a full purse for every pastime, and a 
well apparatod servant to attend them, [which] 
enbaunsed the expence of their stay there; 
whiuh they very willingly allowed to train 
their sons up to generous purposes of recrea*- 
tiou and profession ; since as they were the 
best of the nation that so placed them, so 
they, having sufficient estates to defray the 
charge of their conspicuity, expended it on 
them in their persons and equipage. For, as 
then, none but men of estate entred them- 
selves at the Inns of Court, so, being there 
wtred, none almost lived but with a servant 
to attend him when an under-bar student ; 
which was very comely and useful, if the 
servant were well chosen and proved well." 

From this picture of education in the time- 
of Gower and Chaucer, I pass to the con- 
sideration of Gower's Will. The date shews 



* Commentary npm FWteKOC, p. 528. 
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us that he was living in the early part of 
1408. The probate of administration was 
signed on the 24th of October in that year. 
His bequests to the Prior, the Sub-prior, Ca* 
nons, and Servants, of St. Mary Overies ; to 
the four parochial Churches and their Incum- 
bents in Southwark ; and to several Hospi- 
tals ; bespeak .his charity and piety, if not 
his wealth. But the legacy to his wife of 
one hundred pounds, of all his valuable 
goods, and of the rents arising from his 
Manors of Southwell in the county of. Not* 
tingham, and of. Multon in the county of 
Suffolk; these, I think, undeniably prove 
that he was rich. From the appendage to. 
the probate of administration, dated the 7 th 
of Nov. 1408, it appears also that he pos- 
sessed bona notabilia in several dioceses. In 
a word, from this document we learn new 
fects in the history of the poet, illustrating 
also, in some degree, the manners of the 
time, as well as his rank in society. ; 

The second article, in this division of the 
Illustrations, is the copy of a Deed preserved 
among the ancient records of the Marquis of 
Stafford. To this Deed, of which the local 
date is. Stitenham, and the chronological 
1346, one of the subscribing witnesses is 
., b 
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John Gower; who, on the back of the Deed, 
is represented, in the hand-writing of at least 
a century later, to be *' Sr. John Gower the 
Poet." I ofler this Deed as presumptive 
evidence that Gower, the Poet, was indeed 
the person, whose attestation is recorded in 
it ; and also that he was of the House of Sti- 
tenham. At the date of this Deed in 1346, 
Gower was upward of twenty years of age. 
This circumstance therefore cannot but coun- 
tenance such appropriation of testimony. 
Leland, Bale, Pits, and Holinshed, pro- 
nounce the Poet a Gower of Stitenham; 
though Francis Thyime * questions their as- 
sertions, and Caxton •fsays that he was a 
native of Wales. Later writers consider his 
extraction as involved in much obscurity. 
Yet Edmondson, in his genealogical table of 
the Stitenham family j, places him in the 
fourth descent of this illustrious House ; 
though indeed he § mis-states the year in 
which he died, and cannot be justified, I 
think, in saying that Thomas Gower, his 

* Animadrenions, ia thif volume, p. 33. 
t In the title of his edition of Gower's Coafenio Amanti^ 
1483. 
X Baronagium GeneaJogicum, vol. Hi. tilb. 2*4. ■ 
§ Swbefen, p.«S. ' 

7 
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only . son, was governour of the castle of 
Maris in the tunes of the fifth and sixth 
Henries. Grower died in Henry the fourth's 
reign. But no mention is made, in his 
Will, of any child. Yet Gower, as repre* 
scnted to us in that document, was of too 
pious and considerate a temper to omit the 
notice of offspring, if, at the time when he 
bequeathed his considerable property, the 
endearing name of father belonged to him; 
Edmondson does not mention either name 
of the lady, to whom Gower was married ; 
the Christian name of whom, the Will, how- 
ever, records. Yet Glover in his Visitation 
of Yorkshire, preserved among the Maou? 
scripts in the * College of Heralds, -f- d& 
scribes this Sir John Gower (whom Edmonds- 
son calls the Poet) as married to ja lady, 
named not Agnes as in the Will, (who, how*- 
over, might be. bis second wife,) but EUpu* 
betk, daughter of Sir Edward Sadbowrught, 
baron of the Exchequer ; by whom his issue 

* Tne College of Hwatds contains no oilier fflW^als of 
importance in .respect to *be pirtony t£ Gowor. It puanw* 
fcowner, an imperfect Copy of ike .Confosi© Amantia, jp 
; *fce gift of JAemy, Aike of Norfolk, is King 



t Glover-i Mtt YortaWre, 4.B.S.&L 1JM. fc, 

bS 
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enumerated are five sons, the second of whom 
is named John, and three daughters. I -find 
no such person as Edw. Sadbowrughe among 
the barons of the Exchequer. The •mis- 
taken appellation of knightly rank, by which 
Gower is distinguished; and the confusion 
respecting his marriage and issue; ren- 
der therefore the derivation of his extrac- 
tion, as given by Glover and Edmondson, 
somewhat questionable. But the date of the 
Deed, which we have been considering ; the 
age of Gower at the time; and the place, at 
which the Deed is signed, and to which it 
refers; all seem to justify the opinion that 
Gower was of the Stitenham family in York- 
shire. I should not omit to observe that the * 
pretended place of Gower/s nativity, Wales, • 
which -j- Caxton had asserted, was not thought 
worthy of admission by Berthelet in his sub*' 
sequent $ editions of the Confessio Amanita, 
printed in 1533 and 1554.. This implies 

* See Thynne's Animadversions in thin volume, p. 24. 

t See before, p. xviii. 

| Herbert implies, that Berthelet had admitted Caxton's 
■HdtioB in his edition of 1532, and expunged it in that of 
1554. Typogr. Antiq. vol i. p. 45. The Biographia Bri- 
annica (Art. Gower,) pretends alto (hat Berthelel's first cdi- ' 
tion contained the assertion. But these are mistake*. I» 
neither of Bertheler'a editions will it be.fouad. 
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suspicion, at least, of the credibility due to 
Caxton's unauthenticated mention of the 

" poet's Welch origin. Nor can I find any 
solid ground of support for Mr. Godwin's 
conjecture, that Gower was " * related to 
Henry Gower, bishop of St. David's, who 
died in 1347 ; when our poet was upward of 
twenty years of age." The proud tradition 
in the Marquis of Stafford's family has been, 
and still is, that he was of Stitenham ; and 
who would not consider the dignity of their 
genealogy augmented, in enrolling, among 
its worthies, the moral gower 1 

III. This division of the Illustrations con- 
tains An Account of some vatuabie Manu- 
scripts of Gower and Chaucer, which I have 
examined. To the antiquary and the critick 

. this labour may perhaps be found of consi- 
derable service. It points out legitimate and 
hitherto unemployed materials for a new edi- 
tion of either poet. . It interweaves some cu- 
rious circumstances, respecting^generally the 
literature of elder days. Let me be per- 
mitted to hope, that there is no reader to 
whom this descriptive catalogue may not af- 
ford at least a gleam' of amusement, and that 

* Life of Chaucer, ch. ami. 
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there are several to whom the knowledge, 
thus communicated, of means by which 1 dis- 
puted passages may best be settled and an ' 
accurate text -be formed, will prove aveTy high 
gratification. Additions to the list of ■ma- 
nuscripts, here- given, no- doubt, may be 
made; for neither time nor health have per- 
mitted thdtj in subserviency to this object, 
J* should examine every manuscript collection 
In the kingdom; an undertaking indeed very 
difficult, i^poBgible, to be accomplished &y 
my. individual. Enough is here detailed" to 
encourage in. any one what was once the »ini 
tention of Johrison, and perhaps to assist in 
improving ^1 'speak however with deferenca) 
what the learned Tyrwhitt has produced. 
' IV. Important as a re-pubtication of Gower's 
poetry might-be, particularly as it respect* 
the history of our language ; it is -not, how* 

-j * See lb* Liftpf Johnson, hy Sir John Hawkins, anrl bf 
Boawell; where, .in the. list of publication* projected by that 
great man, is, " Chaucer ; a new edition of him, from ma< 
nuscripts and old editions, with various readings, conjectures, 
remarks ontis'language, and roe changes it had undergone 
(«im the evrhett tines to his ftge,i and from his to die prei 
sent. With notes explanatory of customs, &c. and refeffc 
ences to IJoccace and other authors from whom be has bor- 
rowed; with an account of the liberties be has taken in telling 
the stories; bis life ; and an exact etymological glossary" 
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ever, probable that the work (to use a com- 
mon phrase) would be very popular. But, 
as Mr. Ellis observes, ** * although few mo- 
dern readers will be tempted to peruse a poem 
of more than thirty thousand verses, written 
in obsolete English, without being allured by 
the hopes of more entertainment than can 
easily be derived from the Confessio Amantis, 
there are parts of the work which might very 
probably be reprinted with advantage." 
Among these Mr. Ellis admits the Tale of the 
Caskets, which forms a part of this fourth 
division of the Illustrations ; and which, with 
the extract here given from another part of 
ttoe poem, will interest the reader in Gower's 
behalf. To these selections I have prefixed 
tile Prefece, which is- found in Berthelet'a 
■ftwo editions of the Confemo Amantis; 
M ic .shews the great esteem in which Gower 
whs then held, while it also offers some in* 
genioiM criticism >on: the work, and affords 
»hhb notices of- Chaucer also us : well as 
Gower. ;■?■.: 

With' the subject of the Confessio Ajnantw 
stsaie readers of this volume may yet be urp- 

* Specimen of Early Ehgiit^Poeto,' tH. i. 17*. 
t In 15tt; aiidil:65«. "' ■■"■ i i ■ "•>■ 
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acquainted. To such I will offer from Mr. 
Warton a brief analysis of it. " * This poem 
is a dialogue between a lover and his con- 
fessor, who is a priest of Venus, and, like the 
mystagogue in the Picture of Cebcs, is called 
Genius. Here, as if it had been impossible 
for a lover not to be a good cathohck, the 
ritual of religion is blended with the breviary. 
In the course of the confession, every evil 
affection of the human heart, which may 
tend to impede the progress or counteract 
the success of love, is scientifically subdi- 
vided ; and its fatal effects exemplified by a 
variety of apposite stories, extracted from 
classicks and chronicles." But (to add the 
judicious remark of Mr. G. Ellis) " -J" because 
example is more impressive than precept, the 
confessor illustrates his injunctions by a- se- 
ries of apposite tales, with the morality of 
which our lover professes to be highly edi- 
fied ; and, being of a more inquisitive turn 
than lovers usually are, or perhaps hoping 
to subdue his mistress by directing against 
her the whole artillery of science, the lover 
gives his confessor an opportunity of inci- 

* Hiat of English Poetry, vol. ii. 3. 

t Specimens of Early Eng. Poet*, .vol i. 117. ■ . 
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dentally instructing him in chemistry and in 
the Aristotelian philosophy. At length, all 
the interest that he has endeavoured to ex- 
cite, by the long and minute details of bis 
sufferings and by manifold proofs of his pa- 
tience, is rather abruptly and unexpectedly 
extinguished: for he tells us, not that his 
mistress is inflexible or faithless, but that he 
is arrived at such a good old age that the 
submission of his fair enemy would not have 
been sufficient for ensuring his triumph." 

Through this learned and elaborate work, 
the poet, as Mr. Ellis adds, seems to have 
distributed all the contents of bis common- 
place book ; several of which, I cannot deny, 
are very opposite to sweet and honied sen- 
tences. At the same time let it be remem- 
bered, that when considered in the charac- 
ter, appropriated to him by Chaucer, of 
the moral Gower, " * he always appears to 
advantage; is. wise, impressive, and almost 
subUme." The obscure and forgotten sources, 
from which many of his. tales are derived, 
Mr. Wartoh has successfully investigated. A 
branch of learning, popular in his time,* and 
to which he was attached ; I mean, the study 
*f romances ; is illustrated in the' notes, which 

* BK*&c vd-l'ifa.'" ■ ■■' 

■' 
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I have added to this division, from the cu- 
rious evidences relating to the subject, which 
the manuscript libraries of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Marquis of Stafford 
have afforded. Information will here be 
found, which may serve to silence the * doubt 
of Ritson, and to confirm the -^assertion of 
Wartori, that the libraries of the Monasteries 

abounded with, radiances* 

- In giving Gower the precedence* as well in 
what- relates to the manuscripts of his poetry 
as >*» the extracts which are made from his 
works, no one Mil suppose me influenced by 
any other -motive) than that of attention to 
. chreaotogieal- propriety. He was I born be* 
fore Chaucer. Authors, both historical' and 
'poetical, in -the century after the decease of 
tfcese poets, usually coupling their names 
and describing their accomplishments, place 
Oower (before Chaucer y not intending* (for 
i cannot thiak so fondly *«£ their Tasttfiaa m 
suppose that they Ipreferved'GoUir to €hsw- 
fi»j)iaky precedence m respect f 'to taienU, 
bat merely -thfe accustomed tribute due to 

v *■ Metrical jtomspcfca,- toL l-ty. ■ ,\ ;■■,." ; ,., 

t Hirt. Epjg. Poetry,, ml. i. *j7. . .,...,. 

* fEUia's Specimens of Early 'Eng. Poetaj id. ' l 
See also Fox's remark in the next, page. ; 
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seniority.' To the poetical testimonies of 
Skelton and Hawes, cited in the title-page of 
this volume, might be added verses of an 
anonymous writer given by Speght in his edi- 
tion of Chaucer on the authority otf Stow, 
and from Speght adopted by Urry. Histo- 
rical evidence presents itself in the observa- 
tion of John Fox! " * As touching the tyme 
of Chaucer, by his owne words in *hfr «nd of 
his first hooka ai'lroyius and Cteseide it is 
manifest, that' 'he and Gower were both Of 
one time; 'although it semeth that -Gw»e¥ 
was a great d&ale his ancient; both notably 
teamed, a* the barbarous rudenes of tt*t 
tym© did geve Jboth great-ffriends together} 

i ' tJ*«fccif. Martyrs, edit 1583, vol. ii. p. 9$9. ■ 
'- t 'Wlss^ word* are almost the tune a* those m Bfrthtkt's 
Preface to Gower' b Confessio ,Anpantie. See p. 142. The 
friendship of Gower and Chaucer^ which has been supposed to 
Have 'ceirnmtticed in their academical days, and is known to 
have continued undiminished for more than forty years, was ' 
'*M**fed riefcW therr'deatb. The indirect sarcasm leveled by 
■Chancer .' against ' (Sower, in the Prologue to Ms' Han of 
Sawea-TtilS; and 'the suppression, in some Manuscripts, of 
The compfiinetit paid by Gower wr'Chaucer, in the Epilogue 
fehisGorrftssio Anranth; are considered as decisive proofs ot 
broken amity. See TyrwhHt's Introduce Disc. Cantdrb. 
Tales, $. fchV' Whatever was the canse of this disunion, ft 
cannot but Be deeply 'lamented, "(bit twosoch men, "#itas© 
many points of synipathy," as Mr. Godwin '■ well observe!, 
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both in like kinde of study together occupied;; 
so endevoring themselves, and employing their 
tyme, that they, excelling many other in study 
and exercise of good letters, did passe forth 
their lives here right worshipfully, and god* 
ly, to the worthye feme and commendation of 
their name/' Fox, I should observe, is led to 
this eulogium, on account of the distinguish- 
ed learning of Gower and Chaucer, and of 
the consequent service which their talents 
contributed towards the Reformation. " This 
I mervaile," says the historian, f to see the 
idle lyfe of the priestesand clergyemen of that 
tyme, seeing these lay persons shewed them- 
selves in these kinds of liberall studyes so in- 
dustrious and fruitfully occupyed." I shall 
have -occasion again to cite the remarks of 
Fox, in respect to what I shall presently and 
distinctly say of Chaucer. In the mean 
time, I will give another proof, from a very 

"and with so great a similarity of pimuiti; both lovers «f 
learning;; both inspired with taste; both, cultivators .and re- 
finer* of their native tongue, at a time when so. few minds, et- 
iated congenial with jheir own;— that two such men, after 
having known each other so intimately, and mutually, looked 
to each other for fellowship in amusement and relief in adver- 
sity during so long a period, should come to view, each other 
with eyes of estrangement, indifference, and diagual," Lift 
«£ Chaucer, ckxvii. 
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•curious work, of the chronological precedence 
shewn to Gower. It occurs in a * Dialogue, 
of the sixteenth century, between Medicus 
and Crispine ; in which a Vision of the Poets 
is ingeniously described. " I did beholde 
on the other side the nine Muses, with strange 
instrumentes of Musicke, sittyng vnder the 
hille Parnasus, and Poetes sittyng vnder the 
grene trees, with laurell garlandes, besette 
with roses aboute their heads, hauyng golden 
pennes in their handes, as Homer, Hesiodus, 
Ennius, &c. writyng verses of sondrie kindes. 
And Lucanus sat there very high, nere vnto 
the cloudes, apparelled in purple, &c. 

" And nere them satte old Morall Goore, 
with pleasaunte penne in hande, commendyng 
honeste loue without luste, and pleasure with- 
out pride, holinesse in the Cleargie without 
hypocrisie, no tyrannie in Rulers, nofalshode 
in Lawiers, no usurie in Marchauntes, no 
rebellion in the Commons, and vnitie emong 
kyngdoms." 

Afterwards, the character of Chaucer is 
thus quaintly exhibited : " Wittie Chaucer 

* A Dialogue both pleasaunt'and pietifult, wherein it V 
godlic regiment against the Fever Pestilence, &c. Impr. at 
London, 12nio. 151*. bl.l. To the Reader, signed Wi'BoV 
Uio. [BritMiu. 7,-B.a.]' pagj.' 11, 18; it; Stt ' 
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tttte in a chaire of gold covered with rases, 
wcityng prose and rime, accompanied with* 
the Spirits of many kynges, knightes, and 
faire ladies ; whom he pleaeauntly besprinkel- 
ed with the sweete water of the welle, con- 
■eceBted vnto the Muses, ecleped Aganippe. 
And as the hesuenly Spirite commended his 
deare • Brigham for the worthie entomby ng 
of bis bones, worthie of memorie, in the long 
riepyag chamber of moste famous kinges; 
even so in tragedie he bewailed the aodaine 
resurrection of many a noble man before 
their time in spoilyng o£ Epitaphes, whe.rby 
many have loste their inheritaunce, &c. And 
iwtber thus he sttied, lamentyog : 

Coueteous men do catche all that thei male haue. 

The felde and the flocke, the tombe and the graue ; 

And as thei abuse riches and their graue* (bat axe gone. 

The wne jueaaure thei iball baue entry one. 

Yet no huEtali hurteth bedie men. though beaa(e» them de- 

uour; 
Nor riche graue preuaileth the wicked, for all yearthly 

power." 



. * Nicholas Brigham, who, in 1556, erected a new and . 

winptww vommmt w Wttmi m tB AUMv «. th* me- 

»ojy <P Chiuoer. See Gwgh'a Sayuktoi Mowmtt*. 
JWfhasa «m a man <4 imping, und a pa*. &c WmsVj 
Am. CU. andiLwfce* MSS. No. UOft 
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Having given these proofs of the priority 
usually observed, where the names of Gower . 
and Chaucer are cited ; I will not withhold 
an example, in which the precedence is given 
to Chaucer ; especially as it occurs In a ma- 
nuscript poem, the author of which has been 
inaccurately described by *Casley, whom 
Ritson pretends to correct; and also by 
f Ritson himself. The Manuscript is now in 
the possession of Mr. G. Nicol, his Majesty's 
bookseller. It contains, first, the poem of 
Hoccleve De Regimine Principia, with an 
indifferent marginal portrait of Chaucer; and, 
then, the metrical translation of % Boetius ; 

* Catalogue of MSS. of tie Royal Library, 1734. 18. A. 
XIII. " A. M. T. Sev. Boetius, his 5 Books of the Com- 
fort of Philosophy: translated into English verse by John Lyd- 
gate, A. D. 1410." 

t " Walton, or Waltwnem, John, carton of Oseney, 
translated into English verse The loke of cottrfbn called in 
Latyn Boecius de coruolulionc philosophic, &c. The transla- 
tion appears, from a manuscript copy quoted by Hearae, 
Prtef. in Camdeni Annales, p. exxxiii. to have been finished 
in 1410; conformably to another among the king's MSS. in 
which the work is said to be translated per capdlanum fohan. 
tms, whom Casky mistook for Lydgate." Bibl. Poet, p, &#. 
But see tbe next note. 

X At the end of the translation is the following avowal : 
" Explicit liber Boecii de consolacione philosophic de latino 
in Anglicum tranalatus anno 35i milleaimo ccccx". per Ca- 
pellanum Joliaoneui Tebaud alias Watyrbeche.* 
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of which author, we must remember, Chau- 
cer had given a prose translation; so that 
we may consider the ' precedence, bestowed 
by this versifier of Boetius on Chaucer, 
as a proper mark of his grateful acknow- 
ledgment to Chaucer's having led the way 
in the business which he had undertaken. 

* I have, herd *peke, and sum what have I aeyn. 
Of dyvers men that wondir subtily 
In meetre uimme, and summe in prose pleyn, 
This book ban translatid sufficiently 
In to englissh tonge wol ny. 
Bat I moBtft use the wyttis that I have. 
Though I may not do so ; yet forthy 
With help of God the sentence achal I have. 

To Ckavxetr that was flour of rhetoryk 
In englyssh tonge, and excellent poete. 
This woot I wel, no thyng may I do lyk, 
Though so that I of makyng entermete ; 
- And Gowcer that craftily dooth trele. 
As in his booke of moral ite : 
Though I to hem in makyng am unmeete. 
Yet muste I achewe it forthe that is in me. 

Mr. G. Ellis, I should observe, in his, 
Early Specimens of the English Poets, con- 
siders the character and works of Gower 

* The fourth and fifth stanzas of an Introduction preceding. 

the Prologue to thii Translation. 

6 

N Digitize h,G00gIe 



before those of Chancer. The imitation of 
the Confessio Amantis by Chaucer in his 
.* Man -of Lames Tale, affords a convincing 
proof} says Ritson, -fthat Gower is a poet 
anteriour to Chaucer, though many of the 
Matter's pieces happen to appear with a date 
earlier than his own. The fact is true ; but 
the argument by which Ritson supports his 
allegation, is false. He. says, that Gower 
expressly calls Chaucer " his disciple and 
poete;" for that, " in the flowres of his 
youth," he had made for his sake . w ditees 
and sdnges glade."- This is a •grievous bliin* 
der : It is Venus, whom Gower describes, at 
the close .of his Confessio A mantis,' claiming 
Chaucer as her scholar and her bard, and as 
having distinguished himself in her service by 
his literary compositions. ' • 

V. In this division of the Illustrations, I 
have presented, under the expectation thai 



* See also the Illustrations, in this volume, p. 106," 
401. , ■•■ 

. f Metrical Romances, voL iii. p. 323. Dr. Jobjuoa 
hu offered a remark, that " be that reads the works of Gowe* 
will find smooth numbers and easy rhymes, of which Chaucer 
(•■inpposed to have been the inventor; and the French wordV 
whether good or bad, of which Chaucer is charged at the 
importer." Introduut £ng. Dictionary. ; ; ' 
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they will be acceptable to every judicious 
leader, and as a specimen of the poet's va- 
rious talents, The Prologue to the Canter' 
bury 'Tales, and The JPloure and the Leafe. 
To these I have ventured to subjoin remarks, > 
intermixed with several which have been the 
fruits of researches successfully made by 
Warton, Tyrwhitt, and others. Nor in my 
own observations, I may humbly add, will 
seme interesting circumstances of original in- 
formation be sought in vain. 

They, who are little acquainted with Chau- 
cer, will feel themselves obliged by this in- 
vitation of their notice to his celebrated Pro- 
logue. " * Chaucer's vein of humour," Mr. 
Warton elegantly remarks, " although con- 
spicuous in the Canterbury Tales, is chiefly 
displayed in the Characters [described in the 
Prologue] with which they are introduced. 
In these his knowledge of the world availed 
him in a peculiar degree, and enabled him to 
give such an accurate picture of ancient man- 
ners, as no contemporary nation has trans- 
mitted to posterity. It is here that we view 
the pursuits and employments, the customs 
and diversions, of our ancestors, copied from 

* Hii^of Eojj. Poetry, voLi. 435, 
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the life, and represented with equal truth 
and Spirit, by a judge of mankind, whose 
penetration qualified him to discern tfleir 
foibles or discriminating peculiarities ; and 
by an artist, who understood that proper se- 
lection of circumstances, and those predo- 
minant characteris ticks, which form a finish- 
ed portrait. We aire surprised to find, m so 
gross and ignorant an age, such talents for 
satire, and for observation on life ; qualities, 
which usually exert themselves at more cir 
vilised periods, when the improved state of 
society, by subtilising our speculations and 
establishing uniform modes of behaviour, 
disposes mankind to study themselves, and 
renders deviations of conduct and singula- 
rities of character more immediately and ne- 
cessarily the objects of censure and ridicule. 
These curious and valuable remains are spe-; 
aniens' of Chaucer's native genius, unassisted 
and unalloyed. The figures are all British, 
and bear no suspicious signatures of classical, 
Italian, or French imitation: The characters 
of Theophrastus are not so lively, peculiar, 
arid appropriated." ■ 

The happy and successful manner, with 
which Chaucer, as well in his Prologue as in 
other parts of his Works, attacked the care* 
c3 
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less fraternities of the church, has obtained 
him the rank of a religious reformer, and en-, 
rolled him among our * ecclesiastical or the- 

* Under this character he is expressly described, (nol 
without in is- terming him however, as others have aais-termed , 
both him and Gower, a knight,) in the list of Oxford writers, - 
prefixed to ** Gabrielis Poueli, Ordovicis Britanni, Daridi* 
F. Disputationum Tbeologicamm ct Scholasticarum de Anti- 
christo, ,efr ejus Ecclesia, Libri duo, &c." Lond. 1605. 
Prtef. ad Academ. Oxon. p. 32. 

Under this character also, the celebrated Henry Wharton 
has left in manuscript a sketch of Chaucer, which is preserved 
in the Manuscript Library at Lambeth,, and was intended by. 
him as an addition to Cave's Scriptores Ecclcsiaslici; although, 
in the republication of Cave's work in 1740, this Historiold 
of Chaucer (which is printed in the Appendix to the second 
volume) is given, but not correctly, lo Archbishop. Tenison. 
See MSSL Lamb. 9-56. The sketch is very elegant 

" Vir extra cont foyers i am doctissimua, Poetanim vero 
Anglicanorum facile princeps et parens; sui swcu/i vritanten- 
tum, inquit magnus'ille Camdenus, extra otintem zttgenii alcam 
pbsittis, et Poetastros nostra! ItmgO post sc interval/o relinOMens. 
Sau£ is est,- quem antiquis Latii Poetic non immerilo con- 
feree possemus, si aut sxculum aut linguam naclus csset fae- 
liciorem; licet id in Chauceri laudem haudpanim cedat, 
quod tarn rudi sevo priscorum Poelarum veneres si non awe-' 
cutus, saltern imitatus fuerit; et horridiusculam, lingua; An- 
glicans (qualis tunc teuaporis- obtinuit) duriciem, carmine 
iigatam, amoeniorem atque elegantiarem reddideriL Primus 
enim omnium lingua nostrati sordes excussit, nitorem intulit, 
et larga vocum molliorum aliunde invectarum tupeUectile 
ditavit : id operis ^iracipue in Poematiii suit -condendis in 
animo babtjisse visus. ;Undejure de eo Lelandus: - '. ■ - } 
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ologlcal writers. The historian of the martyrs, 
whose tribute of commendation to the labours 
of Gower and Chaucer I have already cited, 
thus expatiates on the religious utility of 
Chaucer's Works. " But much more 1 mer- ' 
vaile to consider this, how that the bishops 
condemning and abolishing all maner of ■ 
English bookes and treatises, which, might/ 
bring the people to any light of knowledge^ 
did yet authorise the Workes of Chaucer toi 
remaine still and to be occupyed; .who (na: 
doubt) saw in religion as much almost an 



Anglia Chaucenun veheratur nostra Poetam, 
Cdi veneres debet patt-ia lingua was, 

Neque Solum principem apud conterraoteoa Poetas loci 'gUv 
riaoi tulit : ■ venlm etiam latum acientiaroni; qdi : late patet, 
circulum baud infeliciter confecerat : Dialectics ac Philo- 
sophies baud vulgariter peritus. Historian callentissimus, Rhe- 
tor satis venustus, Matheaeos non ignarus; in rebus deniqv* 
'fheologicis apprime versatus, di quihus acuti atqtti erudite 
tepiils disputat. Subtiliarem etenim Scbolarum discipUnim' 
probe neverat; cantoris . autau Theofogia studio auilol fere no* 
mi temporis Theolognt anttctUuit, Wiclefi dogmata m pluri- 
mdm sccutus, et vifucatam ac geituinam pietatem scciatus. Him. 
gnOilarcs Eccksia Romarut superstitiones et errorts acerbi sarpiiit 
TUQ&dt'; cdrniptam ineptUsimis commentis discipUtuiin ctiAniaiiti. 
am Ivget; Qleri hixuriam et ignaviam cattigat; in Xfrdinei autem 
iKatdiccutet project! uititQ ubique odio invehitur, quonmt hypo. 
crisin, ambitionem, aliaque vitia turpmima, aliquoties data opera*, 
mllibi verb nan oblatd qndvit occaiione, aeerrimi inaectatur," 
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even we doe now, and uttereth in his workes 
no lesse, and seemeth to be a right Wiclevian, 
or els was never any ; and that all his Workes 
almost, if they be throughly advised will 
testify, (albeit it be done in mirth and co- 
vertly,) and especially the latter ende of his 
third booke of the Testament of Love : for 
there purely he toucheth the highest matter, 
that is the Communion: Wherin except a 
man be altogether blind, he may espy him 
at the ful. : Although in the same booke (as 
in al other he useth to doe) under shadows 
covertly, as under a visour, he suborneth 
Truth in such sort, as both privily she may 
profit the godly-minded, and yet not be 
espyed of the crafty adversary : And there- 
lore the bishops belike, taking his works but 
for jcstes, and toies, in condemning other 
bookes, yet permitted his bookes to be read. 
So it pleased God tq blind then the eies of 
them, for the more commodity of his people, 
to the intent that, through the reading of his 
treatises, some fruit might redound thereof 
to his church, as no doubt it did to many ; 
as also I am partly enformed of certain© 
which knew the parties, which to them re* 
ported, that, by reading of Chaucers Works, 
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they were brought to the true knowledge of 
religion." 

Fox proceeds to Jay great stress upon The 
¥ foreman's Tale, as if it were the undoubted 
production of Chaucer. That it was not 
written by Chaucer, the minuter researches 
of modern criticism have * satisfactorily 
shewn. Enough, however, of that disposi- 
tion, for which Fox commends him, emi- 
nently displays itself in his genuine works. 

The text, which I have used in the Ex* 
tracts from Chaucer's poetry, is •f-.that of 
Mr. Tyrwhitt in . the Canterbury Tales ; 



* See Warton's Hist of Eng. Poetry, and Tyrwhitt's t«- 
trodrct Canterb. Tale*. I take thia opportunity of mentioning 
a rery curious edition, hitherto unnoticed, of the poem ftdseJy 
attributed to Chaucer. It isof the duodecimo size, in the black 
letter, without date, and imprinted at London in Paule* church* 
yarde at the sygne of the Hyll by Wyltyam Hyll. It ii en- 
titled. The Plouumatu tale ctmpylkd by tyr Gtffray Chaucer 
ixygAt. I have compared with the poem a* printed by Urry 
forty or fifty linea, and I found almoct armany variations between 
them. The colophon of thit book ia, Thtu endeth the boke of 
CkauMerbmye Tabu. Thin .rarity belongs to the Rev. Mr. 
Conybeare, the present Professor of the Saxon language in tha 
University of Oxford. 

t See the grammatical and metrical analysis bf the first 
eighteen linea of the Canterbury Tales by Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
which deserves, as Mr. Malone has judiciously remarked, to 
be studied by every reader of Chaucer. 
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and, in the Floure and Leafe, a test de-* 
rived from collation of the first and se- 1 
oohd . editions of Speght, and the edition 
qf Urry. The text of Urry, as Mr. . Ettw 
has * observed, exhibits the .(measure of! 
$ie verse more uniformly smooth' and'' 
harmonious than it'i& found in' the early^ 
printed copies. But this agreeable -effect 1 
bfeiag- produced by unwarrantable iiiterpola- 1 
tioDs, changes, and omissions, (of which nu- 
merous instances might be given in this little 
poem,) I have followed the example and ad- 1 
vice' of Mr. Elba in reverting to the -black 
letter editions. For these, he rightly adds, 
till some able English eritick, following -, the 
example of the admirable Tyrwhitt in the 
Canterbury Tales, shall have accurately' re-' 
rbrmed from a collation of manuscripts the 
text, of Chaucer's rj- remaining .works, can 

v * iSpecrawnsofthe Early Eng. Poets, toLi. 32"/. 
• t Whet Mr. Godwin lias offered on this subject, deserce> 
particular attention. " There i» nothing more ardently to be 1 
wished by tbe:admirers of Chaucer, than that' a' correct and 1 
elaborate rditioii ehould be made of bis works; and '(hat some' 
Of the same exertions should be spent upon illustrating them; 
wb^chbavepf late years been^M) liberally employed npttn-fcltc 
productions of Shakspeqre .and Milton. Mr. Tyrwnitt in- 
deed has taken much pains, and in many i«t«noeS' to excel- 
lent purposes, with the Canterbury Tafe*; hot nothing can bb 
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atone' be safely trusted, rude and faulty as 
they may appear. 

'■• VI.. I trust- that I am correct, « consider- 
ing' what composes this division of the Illus- 
trations, and to which I have given the title of 
Poems supposed to he written by Chaucer dur~ 
*hg hii imprisonment, as a discovery of some 
importanoe. The Poems are extracted iron* 
two leaves preceding the beautiful Manuscript 
of the Canterbury Tales, written in the fif- 
teenth century, belonging to the 1 Marquis of 
Stafford. To our ■■ most curious ; antiquaries 
they areunknown. ' »■ '■ ■•'■ ' l 

. The imprisonment - of Chaucer 4s indeed 
proved 'on his- own authority, though it 'is" 
not accompanied with -a' date. ' : In his prose-" 
composition, the * Testament of Jjdm, ha 

roofe injectable than tuo condition of ; the: pmteil flowed of'lhit 
rest of oifr author'? works,. — A vulgar judgeinefit' has bee n_ 
propagated by slothful and indolent persons, that the Canter- 
bury Tales are (he only part of the Works of Chaucer worthy 
die attention of a modern reader; and this has contributed to, 
uie wretched state, in. which his works are still . permitted to, 
exist^. Life of Chancer, ch. xii. ■ ., , x ._; , , it 

* The Testament of Love, evidently an imitation of Boethius, 
de consolatione Philosophic, is supposed by Mr. Tjfrwhitt to, 
have Been begunby Chaucer after his troul/les f jn th.e.niifld^ 
part of the reign of Richard II, and to have ; , heen j^rpsfced 
about the time that Cower published his, Confessio Jn«r*ffs* in 
the 16th year of that reign ; or at least to have been then far 
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pathetically represents himself "* witless*!, 
thoughtfully sightlesse lokynge, enduring hut 
penaunce in this derk prisomte, [supposed 
by the biographers of- the poet to mean the 
Tower of Loudon,] caitiffhed fro frendshippe 
and acquaintaunce, and forsaken of al that any 
worde dare speke." Again, he says : "-f-Ihad 
tkhesse suffisauntiy to weive nede ; I had dig- 
nite to be reverenced in worship. Power me 
thought that I had to kepe fro min enemies; and 
me semed to shine in glory of renome. — Every 
of tho joyes is turned into his contrary : for. 
ricbesse, now have I povertie ; for dignitie, 
now am I mprisoned ; in stede of power, 
wretchednesse I suffre.; and, for glory of 
renome, I am now despised and fouliche 
hated." 

This confinement of the poet has been at- 
tributed to his having been concerned in the 
affair of John of Northampton. His dcscrip- 

advanced, a* Go wer mentions it by it* title. Ace. of Cliau- 
ecr** Worts.— I incline to think that this composition was 
written (luting hit trmublei; and that Chaucer had shewn it 
to Gower, while their friendship existed. la some Manu- 
scripts of the Confitiia A,mantis, it must not be forgotten, the 
very passage, which compliments Chaucer on account of his 
Tenement i^ Loot, b withdrawn. 

•Teat, of Lore, edit Unr. p. 479. eol 9. 

1 1bid, p, 502. col 1. 



), g ,t,z eC b,GoogIe 



nrntODVcrnm. xliii 

tion, in the Testament of Love, of the pre- 
tences and modes of reasoning brought for- 
ward by the party he embraced, coincides, 
says Mr. Godwin, " * in so many particular* 
with Walsingham's account of the proceedings 
of John of Northampton, that it is almost 
impossible to doubt that these were the pro- 
ceedings in which the' poet found himself so 
deeply entangled." That the Testament of 
Lovet which authenticates the history of his 
durance, was not written till after the close 
of the year 1386, may be gathered from a 
comparison of his own words with the date 
of the appointments to situations, bestowed 
on others, of which he had been deprived. 
These were the offices of Comptroller of the 
Customs in the Port of London, and Comp- 
troller of the Small Customs; of which the 
former was -f bestowed on Adam Yerdely, 
and the latter on Henry Gnaons, in the De- 
cember of 1386. His own words arer 
**% Thy worldly godes ben fulliche dispente, 
and thou berafte out of dignitie of office." 

* Life of Chaucer, ch. 50. 

t Pro?ed from the Tower- Record*, both in tfai* and the 
following instance, by Mr. Godirin. life of Chaucer 
ch. 50. 

% Tert. kd. Um p. 490. col. 3, 
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■ But the date of his imprisonment may, 

without impropriety, be considered as some- 
what anteriour to these deprivations. At this 
period, -f-Vere, Earl of Oxford, the favourite 
of the king, exercised the most unbounded 
authority; nor ceased to influence the un- 
happy Richard till at least towards the close 
of the following year. 

'■ In his confinement the poet, as Mr. God- 
win well remarks, " J recollected his former 
pursuits, the cherished visions of his happier 
days, and became again an author f alluding* 
ta his composition of the Testament of Loves 
Nor <is it 1 improbable that he was forbidden,- 
a6 Mr, Godwin adds, " § the visits of his 
frjfendg ; but by the magick power of fancy 
he called about him celestial visitants." Such 
cheering visitation is indeed || avowed in the 
first 1 of the poems, contained in this division 
of the Illustrations. This poem also, fre- 
quently in., the very words which describe 
similar feeHngs in the Testament of Love, 

t Compare all our historians, under t.heyeare 1386, 1381. 
I Life of Chaucer, cb. 50. ' ' 

§ Ibid. • ■ i i 

U SeotbApomt p.aee. ... ... 

- .. . . feilbfully I belevyd 

That the royce, canae from thecdeptyfllplaee. 
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deplores the loss of comforts which had been 
enjoyed* specifies the gloomy situation into 
which he was brought, and at the. same time 
-consoles the heart with religious sentiments. 
•Phrase^ also of particular and striking im- 
port in other parts of Chaucer's Works, are 
found in this poem. The poem, which fol- 
lows, presents resemblance likewise to the 
Testament of Love in its allegorical style; 
for in the one he amuses himself, in this re- 
spect, with the name of Fere, as in the 
other with that of Marguerite. This poem 
is certainly intended to implore the assist, 
ance of Vere. To whom could the author 
address hirnself with better prospect, of ob- 
.taining, restoration to liberty, than to such 
apian? And, considering the time and all 
the ■ circumstances which I . have stated, to 
. whom may we impute these compositions but 
to Chaucer ? 

VII. The Glossary, which forms this divi- 
sion of the Illustrations, is founded, with gra- 
titude, on that of Mr. Tyrwhitt, as far as re- 
spects what is extracted from Chaucer's Pro- 
logue to the Canterbury Tales, and the Flower 
and Leaf; yet not without occasional but re- 

* These corresponding sentiments and panties an* exhi- 
bited under the tex,t of the Poems. . ■ ', 
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spectful difference of opinion, and not frith- 
out some augmentation. The Other Extracts, 
given From our early writers in this volume, 
present indeed words and phrases, or allusions 
to manners and customs', though not numer- 
ous, which Are not found in Chauce'f. Of 
such the illustration has been sought by me" 
from authentick sources. 

Nor hiay the engravings, which accom- 
pany this work and are muiutely correct 
copies of what they represent, be unaccept- 
able to the lovers of Gower and Chaucer. 
The portrait of Chaucer is copied from the 
Manuscript of the Canterbury Tales, belong- 
ing to the Marquis of Stafford. Of Gbwer*s 
monument in the Church of St. Saviour 
(which formerly was the Monastery of Sti 
Mary Overies) in Soiithwark, and of Chau- 
cer's in the Abbey of Westminster, I direct- 
ed the drawings to be taken on the respective 
spots. O? these tombs the former* has wit- 
nessed the least injury. The latter is noE 
that which Berthelet describes as existing iii 
1532, but that" which was erected' to ffaS 
poet's memory in 1555 by Nicholas' Brig- 
ham. 

To the Marquis of Stafford my thanks 
have been already tenderedi It remains 
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that I should acknowledge the similar libe- 
rality of the Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
permitting me to make such extracts from 
his fine collection of manuscripts as might 
be subservient to my design. Of this oc- 
casion I avail myself gratefully to acknow- 
ledge also, what none have experienced in a 
kinder manner than I have from his Grace's 
usual generosity, the encouragement of a pre- 
late vigilant and zealous in the cause of lite- 
rature. 

While I claim the indulgence of the candid 
for any inaccuracy which I may have stated, 
and submit with cheerfulness to the judi- 
cious reader the authentick documents which 
I have collected ; however humble my labour 
has been, I shall always think that the time 
passed pleasantly, if not usefully, which was 
devoted to any illustration of those writers, 
by whom our language has been improved, 
and to whom our reformed religion is in- 
debted. ' 

HENBY J. TODD. 
fl*.24> 1810. 
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SETT DOWNE BY 
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RIGHTS HONORABLE HIS SINGULEH GOOD LORDS 

SIR. THOMAS EGERTON, KNIGHTE, 

LOHOE KEPEK OP THE GREATE SEALE AND MASTER OF 
THX KOLI.ES OP THE CHAONCERYE, 

IT was (ryghte honorable and my verye good 
lorde) one aunciente and gretlye estemed cus- 
tom e emongst the Romans in the height of their 
glorye, that eche one, accordinge to their abyly- 
tye or the desarte of his frende, did in the begyn- 
nynge of the monthe of Ianuarye (consecrated 
to the dooble-faced godd Ianus, on the fyrste 
daye whereof they made electione of their cheife 
officers and magistrates,) presente somme gyfte 
vnto his frende as the note and pledge of the 
contynued and encresed amytye betwene them; a 
pollicye gretlye to be regarded for the many 
good effectes which issue from so woorthye* cause. 
This custome not restinge in the lymyttes of 
Italye, but spredinge with the Romans (as did their 
language and many other their vsages and Iawes) 
into euerye perticuler countrye where theyr power 
and gouermente stretched, passed also oucr the 
oceane into the litle worlde of Britannye, being 
neuer exiled from thence, nor from those whoioe 
eyther honor, amytye, or dutye doth combyne; 
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fforwhose cause lest I myghte offende in thebreche 
of that most excellente and yet embraced custome, 
I thinke yt my parte to presente unto yo' Lo : 
suche poore newe-yeres gyfte as my weak estate 
and the barrennesse of my feble skylt will per- 
mytte. Wherefore, and because Cicero affirmeth 
that he whiche hathe once ouerpassed the frontiers 
of modesty must for euer after be impudente, 
(a grounde which I fynde fully veryfyed in my 
selfe, havinge once before outgonne the boundes 
of shamefastnesse in presentinge to yo [ Lord- 
shippe my confused collectors and disordered dis- 
course of the Chauncelors, ) I . ame nowe become 
vtterlye impudente in not blushinge to salute 
you agayne (in the begynnynge of this newe 
yere) with my petye animadversOns vppon the 
annotacons and corrections deliuered by master 
Thomas Speghte vppon the last editane of' Chan- 
cers Workes in the yere of oure redemptBne 
1598; thinges (I confesse) not so answerable to 
yo' Lordshippes iudgment, and my desyre, as bothe 
youre desarte and my dutye doo challenge. But 
although they doo not in all respectes satisfyeyoure 
Lordshippes expectacGne and my goode will, (ac- 
cordinge as 1 wyshe they sholde,) yet I dobt 
not but yo' Lordshippe ( not degeneratinge from, 
youre former courtesye wontinge to accompanye 
all youre actSns) will accepte these trifles from 
yo [ lovinge wellwiller, in suche sorte as I shall 
acknowledge my selfe beholdinge and endebted to 
yo r Lordshippe for the same. Whiche I hope 
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yo' Lordshippe will the rather dop (with pardon- 
ynge my presumptione) because you haue, by , 
the former good acceptance of my laste booke, 
emboldened me to make tryall of the lyke ac* 
ceptance of this pamphlette. Wherefore yf yo 
Lordshippe shall receve yt curteous (and so not 
to discharge mee in my swete and studiouse idle- 
nesse) I will hereafter consecrate to yo* lykinge 
soome better labor of moore momente.anda higher 
subiecte, answerable to the excellencye of yo* 
iudgraente, and mete to declare the fulnesse of the 
dutyfull mynde and seruice I beare and owe 
vnto youre Lordshippe; to whome in all reue- 
rence I commytte this simple treatyce. Thus 
(withe hartye prayers comendinge youre estate 
to the Almightye, who send to yo' Lordshippe 
manye happye and helthfull yeres and to me the 
enlarged contynuance of youre honorable favor,) 
I humblye take my leave. 

Clerkenwell Grene 

\ the xx of december 1599. 

Your Lordshippes wholye to dyspose i 

FRANCIS THYNNE, 
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TO MASTER THOMAS SPEIGHTS 
FFRANCIS THYNNE SEXDETJI GREETINGS. 

The industrye and love (master Speighte)' 
whiche you hauc vsed, and beare, vppon and to 
oure famous poete Geffrye Chaucer, deneruethe 
bothe commendatOne and furtheraunce : the one to 
recompense your trauayle, the other to accom- 
plyshe the duetye whiche we all beare (or at the 
leaste, yf we reuerence lernynge or regarde the 
honor of oure Countrye, sholde beare) to suche a 
singuler ornamente of oure tonge, as the Workes 
of Chaucer are. Yet since there is nothinge so 
fullye perfected by anye one, wherein some im- 
perfectone maye not bee founde, (for as the 
prouerbe is Barnardus, or as others have, Ala~ 
nits non videt omnia,) you must be contented 
to gyve me leave in dyscharge of the duetye and 
love which I beare to Chaucer, (whome I suppose 
I have as great intereste to adorne withe my small 
skyll as anye other hath, in regarde that the labo- 
rious care of my father made hym most acceptable 
to the worlde in correctinge and augmentinge his 
Workes,) to enter into the examinatOne of this 
new editOne ; and that the rather, because you, 
with Horace his verse Si avid novisti rectius istis 
candidus imperii, have willed all others to further 
the same, and to accepte your labors in good 
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parte ; whiche as I most willingly doo, so mean- 
inge but well to the worke., I ame to lett you vn- 
derstande my conceyte thereof, whiche before 
this, yf you wolde have vouchesafed my howse 
or have ttioughte me worthy to have byn ac- 
queyntcd with these matters, (which you might, 
well have donae without anye whatsoever dyspa- 
ragement to yourselfe,) you shoulde have vnder- 
stoode before the impressions, althoughe this, 
whiche I here write ys not nowe vppon selfe- 
will or fond conceyte to wrangle for an asses 
shadows, or to seke a knott in a rushe ; but hi 
frendly e, sorte to bringe tru the to lighte ; a thingey 
whiche I wolde desire others to vse towardes roee 
in whatsoeuer shall fall oute o£ my penne, 
Wherefore I will here sbewe suche thiages as-, ia 
my opynione, may serue to be touched;, not 
medlinge withe the seconde editione to an in- 
ferior personne than my fathers editione was. 

Ffirste, in your forespechb to the header, you 
mye secondly the texte by written copies correct-- 
ed. By whiche worde corrected I mnye seme to 
gather, that you imagine greate imperfectione in 
my fathers editione, whiche peraduenture. raaye 
move others to saye (as some vnadvisedly have 
sayed) that my father had wronged. Chaucer. 
Wherefore, to stoppe that gappe, I will answer, 
that- Chaucers Works haue byn sithena printed 
twyce, yf not thrice ; and therfore;by oure- ( care- 
lease (and for the most parte vnlearaed-) printers 
tffEngJande, not so -well performed, us yt. .ought 
1 
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to bee: so that of necessytye botbe in matter, 
meter, and meaninge, yt must o cedes gather eor- 
ruptone, passinge through so manye handes; u 
the water dothe, the further yt runneth from the 
pure founteyne. To enduce me and all others to 
iudge his editione (whiche I thinke you neuer 
sawe wholye together, beinge fyrst printed but in 
one columne in a page, whereof I will speake 
hereafter, ) was the perfectest, ys the ernesi desire 
and love my father hadde to have Chaucers Workes 
rightlye to be publyshed. For the performance 
whereof, my father not onlye vsed the help of 
that lerned and eloquent knight and antiquary* 
S' Briane Tuke, but had also made greate serene 
for copies to perfecte his Workes, as appereth in 
the ende of the Squier's Tale, in his editione 
printed in the yere 1342; but further had com- 
missions to serche all the libraries of England for 
Chaucers Works, so that oute of all the Abhies of 
this Realme (whiche reserved any monuments 
thereof) he was fully furnished with multitude of 
Bookes: emoogst whiche, one coppye of some 
parte of his Works came to his handea sub- 
scribed in diuers places withe examinatur Chau- 
cer. By thisBooke, and couferringe manye of the 
other written copies together, he delivered his edi- 
tione, fullye corrected, as the amendemeats vnder 
bis hande, in the fyrst printed booke that euer 
was of his Works, (beinge stamped by the fyrste 
impressione that was in Englande,-) will well de- 
clare; at what time he added manye (binges, 
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which were not before printed, as you nowe haue 
donne some, of which I ante perswaded (and 
that. not withoute reasone) the original! came from 
mee. In whichc his editione, beinge printed but 
with one columne in a syde, there was the Pil- 
grymet Tale, a thinge moore odious to the 
Clergye then the speche of the Plowmanne; that 
Pilgrimes Tale begynnynge in this sorte : 

In Lincolnethyre, fast by a fcnne, 

Stands* a relligious howse who dotbe yt kenne, See. 

In this Tale did Chaucer most bitterlye enveye 
against the pride, state, couetousnes, and extor- 
cione of the byshoppes, their officialls, arch- 
deacons, vicars generalls, commissaryes, and other 
officers of the spirkuall courte. The inventione 
and order whereof (as I haue herde yt related by 
some nowe of good worshippe both in courte and 
countrye, but then my fathers clerkes,) was, that 
' one comynge into this relligious howse walked 
vpp and downe the churche, beholdtnge goodlye 
pictures of byshoppes in the windowes; at lengthe 
the manne contynuynge in that contemplatione, 
not knowinge what byshoppes they were ; a grave 
olde manne with a long white hedde and berde, 
in a large blacke garment girded vnto hym, ijame 
forthe and asked hym what he Judged of those 
pictures in the windowes; who sayed, he knewe 
not what to make of them, but that they looked 
lyke vnto our mitred bishoppes ; to whome the olde 
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father replied, yt is true, they are lyke, but not the 
same, for oure byahoppes are fan 1 degenerate from 
them; and, with that, made a large discourse of the 
bishoppes and of their courtes. This Tale when 
kinge Henry the eighte had redde, he called my 
father vnto hym, sayinge, " William Thynne, I 
doubt this will not be allowed ; for I suspecte the 
byshoppes will call thee in question for yt." To 
whome my father, beinge in great Tauore with his. 
prince, (asmanye yet lyvmge canne testyfye,) 
. atyed, " yf your grace be not offended, I ho~pe 
to be protected by you." Wherevppon the kinge 
bydd hym goo his waye and feare not. All whiche 
not withstandinge, my father was called in ques- 
tione by the byshoppes and heaved at by cardinal! 
Wolseye, his olde enymye, for roanye causes, but 
mostly for that my father had furthered Skelton 
to publishe his Collin Cloute againste the Car- 
dinall, the most parte of whiche Booke was com- 
piled in my fathers howse at Erithe in Kente. 
But for all my fathers frendes, the Cardinalls per- 
swadinge auctorytye was so greate with the kinge, 
that thoughe by the kinges fauor my father es- 
caped bodelye daunger, yet the Cardinal! caused 
the kinge so muche to myslyke of that Tale, that 
Chaucer must be nowe printed and that discourse 
of the Pilgrymei Tale lefte oute; and so, beinge 
printed agayne, ^ some thinges were forsed to be 
omitted; and the Plommans Tate (supposed, but 
vntrulye, to be made by olde sir Thomas Wyat, 
father to hym whiche was executed in the firste 
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yere of Quene Marye, and not by Chaucer,) with 
much ado permitted to passe with the reste, in 
suche sorte that in one open parliamente (as I 
haue herde S' Iohne Thynne reporte, being then 
a member of the howse, ) when talke was had of, 
Bookes to be forbidden, Chaucer had there for 
euer byn condempned, had yt not byn that his 
Workes had byli counted but fables. Where- 
unto yf you will replye, that their coulde not be 
any suche Pilgrymes Tale, because Chancer in his 
Prologues makethe not mentione of anye suche 
personne, which he wold haue donne, yf yt had 
byn so ; for after that he had recyted the Knighte, 
the Squyer, the squiers Yeomane, the Priorease, 
Her Nonne, and her thre Preists, the Monke, the 
Fryer, the Marchant, the Clerke of Oxenforde, 
Seriante at the lawe, Franckleyne, Haberdasher, 
Goldsmythe, Webbe, Dyer, and Tapyster, Cooke, 
Shypmane, Doctor of phisicke, Wyfe of Bathe, 
Personne, and Plowmane, he sayeth, at the ende 
of the Plowmans Prologe, 

There was alio a Reve, and a Millere, 

A Sumpnoure, and a Pardoner also, 

A Manciple, and my selfe, there waa no mo. 

All which make xxx persons with Chaucer. 
Wherefore yf there had byn any more, he wolde 
also haue recyted them in those verses. Where- 
' unto I answere, that in the Prologes he Iefte oute 
some of those whiche told their Tales; as the 
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Chanons Yoomane, because he came after that 
they were passed oute of theyre inne, and did 
euertake them, as in lyke sorte this Pilgrime did 
or myght doo, and so afterwardes be one of their 
eompanye, as was that Chanons Yeomane, al- 
though Chaucer talke no more of this Pilgrime 
in his Prologe then he dooth of the Chanons Yeo- 
mane; whiche I doubt not wolde fullye appere, yf 
the Pilgrimes Prologe and Tate mighte be re- 
stored to his former light, they being nowe loste, 
as manye other of Chaucere Tales were before 
that, as- I athe induced to thinke by manye rea- 
sons. But to leave this, I must saye, that in those 
many written Bookes of Chaucer, which came to 
my fathers hands, there were manye false copyes, 
which Chaucer shewethe in writinge of Adam 
Scriuener, (as you haue noted,) of whiche written 
copies there came to me after my fathers death 
some fyve and twentye ; whereof some had more 
and some fewer Tales, and some but two and 
some three. Whiche Bookes being by me (as 
one nothing dobting of this whiche ys nowe donne 
for Chancer) partly dispersed aboute xxvj yeres 
Bgco, -and partlye stoolen oute of my howse at 
Popler, I gave diuers of them to Stephen Bate- 
ntanne, person of Newingtbn, and to diuers 
other; whiqhe bcinge copies vnperfecte, and 
some of them corrected by my fathers hande, yt 
maye happen some of them to come to some of 
your fpendes handes, whiche I knowe, yf I see 
agayne. And yf by anye suche written copies 
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you baue corrected Chaucer, you maye at well 
offende as seme to do good. But I iudge the 
beste; for in doubles I will not resolue with a 
settled iudgmente, althoughe you may iudge this 
tedious discourse of my father a needlesse thinge 
in setting forthe his diligence in breaking the 
yce, and gyvinge lighte to others, who may more 
easely perfecte than begyne any thinge : for 
facilius est addere quant invenire. And so to 
other matters. 

Undkb the tytle o? Chaucbm tamilyb, you 
seme to make it probable that Richarde Chaucer, 
vinetener of Londone, was Geffrye Chancers fa- 
ther. But I holde that no more than that Iohne 
Chaucer of Londone was father to Richarde ; of 
which Iohne I fynde in the recordes in Dorso Ro- 
tulor. patent.— 2*. de anno 30. Ed. 1. in the 
towre, that kinge Edwarde the firste had herde 
the compleinte of Iohne Chaucer of London, who 
was beaten and hurt, to the domage of one thow- 
sand pownde ; that some amountinge at this daye 
to three thowsande pownde ; ) for whiche a comis- 
sione went forthe to enquire thereof. Wherbye 
yt semeth that he was of some reckonynge. But 
as I cannot saye that Iohne was father to Richarde, 
or hee to Geffrye; so yet this much I will de- 
liver in settinge downe the antiquytye of the 
name of Chaucer, that his auncesters (as you 
well coniecture) were strangers, as the etymon 
of his name (being Frenche, in Englishe signy- 
f)inge one whiche shooeth or hooseth a manne,) 
6 
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dothe prove; for that do the the etymon of this 
worde Chau&icr present* vnto vs; of which name 
I haue founde (besides the former recyted Johne) 
one Elias Chauseyr Iyvinge in the tyme of Henrye . 
the thirde and of Edwairfe the firste, of whome 
the recorfe of pellis exitms in the receyte of the 
Exchequier in the firste yere of Ed warde the firste 
ha the thus noted: Edmardus dei gratia &c. Li- 
berate de thesauro nostra Etie Chauseyr ■decetfi 
solidos super arrzragia trivm obulorum diur- 
nprum quosad vitam sudm. per litteras domirti 
II. Regis ptttris nvstri perccptt ad scaoaarium 
nostrum** Datum per manum W-atteri Metton 
caneeUarititostri apud Westm. 24 July ■ annb 
regninostrt-frimo.'.'^itii whiche carractera ys ' 
Gejfry Ghaustyer written in the recordei' in the 
tyme. of Edwarde the thirde and Rioharde the se- 
cond*. So that yt was a. name of "office or occu- 
pations, whiche after came to be the surname of 
a famelye, as did Smyth, Baker, Porter, Bruer, 
Sfcy»«er, Cpijke, Butler, and suche Jykc; and 
that yt was a name of office apperethe in the re- 
cordes of the towre, where he is named Le Chau- 
cer, beinge more aunciente than anye' other of 
those reeqrdes; for in Ddrso Claus. of '10. H. 3. 
ys this: Reginaldus Minifr 1 . et AUcia uxor eius 
attorndserunt .Radulfum Le Chautier contra 
Johatmem Le Furbtn- et Mtttildam uxor em eius 
de Hfi* metsuagio in London: This Chaucer 
lyvinge also in the tyme of kinge Johne'. And 
thus this muche for the antiquytye and significa- 
c 
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done of dancer, wfaiobe 1 canne prove in the 
tyme of Edward the 4 to signyfye also, in owe 
Englyth. tonge, ftoefes or ftig/ie titocs to ike caifk 
of the Uggt; for thus haihe the antique recordes 
of Dobiub Begin Angbe, ca. 53. for the messen- 
gers »f the kinges hawse to doo the kings com- 
maundemento; that they shalbe ahWod for their 
Ckauses yerely iiijs. viijcL But what shall wee 
Stand* vppon the antiquytie and gentry of Chau- 
cer, when the Rotte. of Battle Abbeye affirmeth 
fapin to cone in with the Conqueror. 
> . Umure toe THIS op Chauctbs cot^iTiYg, yew 
Wtt downs thjt some heraldes are- of opynyone 
that he did not descend* of any great howse; 
whkbe they, gather by his armes. .This is a slen- 
der conjecture ; -for as honorable- bowses and of 
w groate antiquytye haue borne as meane armes 
V Chaucer.; and. yet Chancers armes are -net so 
taeane; *ytber ibr ' coaorv cfcardge, or partloioq, 
M Borne, will make thorn. And wliera you aaye, 
ytsemeth Vykeh/e, Chancer* skill hr-Geomef/ye 
considered^ that he took* the groundes and -rea- 
sons of his armes oute of seuen twentye and 
eight and twentye propositions of Enclide-'s first 
booke ; that ys no inference that his apmes were 
neve or fyrst assumed by hym oute of Geome- 
trical! proportions, because he was skylMull in 
Geometrye : for so' you maye saye of all the aun- . 
eient armes of Englande, whkhe coney ste not of 
anymaHs. or vegetalls. For all other armes whiche 
are not anymalls and vegetalls, m cheuerom. 
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paks, bendes, checker and such* lyke, sttnde 
vppon geometrical! proportions. And therfore 
feowe greate soeuer their akyll bee, whiche attri- 
bute that choyse of acmes to Chaucer, [they] had 
do moors skytt in annes then they needed. In 
the same title ako, you sett down* Quene Isabel! 
&c and her sonne Prince Edward* withe big newe 
maried wyfe retourned oote of Henatte. In 
which* are two imperfections. The first whereof 
yjfc that hit wyfe came eute of Henalte with the 
prince; b*t that i» not so, for the prince maryed 
her not before he came into England, siace the 
prince was onlye slenderly contracted and not 
nttryedt to her before his airyvall in EngLande, 
beinge two yens and more: after that contracts* 
(betmtne the erle of Henalt and his mother,) 
about the latter ende of the secende yere of bis 
■eigne, though others haw the fyrete; the so- 
leniipnytye of that manage beinge donse at 
Yorke. Besides^ ahe came not ouer with Queue 
laabeH and the Prince, but the prince sent for her 
afterwardes; and so, I suppose, sayeth Har- 
dfcige in his Chronicle, yf I do not mysconoeve 
yt, not havinge the hystorye sew m my haadea 
But whether he saye so or no, yt ys not material!; 
because the reeordes be playne, that he sent for 
her into Henalte in the seconde yere of his reigne 
in October, and she came to the ktnge the S3 of 
Januarye folkwinge,. whiche was aboute oHe daye 
before fee beganne the thirde yere of his reigne, 
Whnanto he entred the 85 of Januarye. And 
c2 
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forproofe of the tymewhen and whome the kinge 
sente, and what they were allowed therefore, the 
pellis exitus of the Exchequer remaininge in 
Master Warders office hathe thus sett downe in 
the forthe daye of februarye: Bdrtholomeo de 
■Burgrmhe nuptt misso ad partes- Honor ad 
obuiandum j&iam comitia Hannonte — consorti 
ipsiui Regis, Sec. But this recorde following* is 
most playne, shewing both who went for her, 
the day when they tooke their- journeye towardes 
Henalte, with -the ' daye when and where they 
presented her to tn e kinge after their retome into 
Unglande, and the daye on whiche they were 
payed their charges, beinge the forthe of Marehe, 
on whiche daye - yt is thus entered in the re- 
cords of pellis esttus, Michaell. 8. Ed. 3. Roge ro ■ 
■Contrary et Licfiefeld episcopo nuper misso in 
•tmdlum domini Regis ad partes Bannonie pro 
i&atrimonio inter dominum Regent et jiltwm 
comitis Harmonic contraheiuto ab bctauo die 
Oetobris prOxtmtpreterfto, quo die. recessit de 
Notingham; ipso domino Rege ibidem existente, 
arripiendo iter swum pj'edictwn versus partes 
predictas usque -dcenimum tertktm diem JawuarU 
proxime sequentem, quo die rediit ad ipsttik 
Begem predictum apud Eborum in comitatiua 
Jilie comitis Bannonie predicts vtroque die com- 
putato pro cviij dlebus perciptendo per diem ig" 
yj' viij pro expensis suis. Thus muche the 
recorde , whiche confirmethe that whiche I go 
aboute to prove, that she came not into Jsnglande 
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with prince Edwarde, and that he was not marred 
at that tyme, no, not contracted, but only by 
agremente betwene the erle and his mother. Next 
you seme to implye by a coniecturatl argumente* 
that Chaucers* auncesterr sholde be merchants, for 
that in place where they haue dwelled the armes 
of the marchantes of the staple haue bin seene in 
the glasse windowes. This ys a mere coniecture, 
and of no valydytye. For the marchantes of the 
staple had not any armes' granted to them (as I 
haue bin enformed) vntill longe after the deathe 
of Chancers parentes, whiche was aboute the 10 
or 12 of Edwarde the thirde; and those mer- 
chantes had no armes before the tyme of Henrye 
the sixte, or muchwhat thereaboutes, as I doubt 
not but wilbe well proued, yf I be not mysen 
formed. But admytte the staplers had then armes, 
yt ys no argumente that Chaucers auncesters 
were merchants because those armes were in the - 
wyndowes, as you shall well perceave, yf you 
drawe yt into a syllogisme; and therefore you 
did well to conclude, that yt was not materiall 
whether they were merchants or no, 

Ik the title of Chaucer's educations, yon 
■aye that Gower in his booke entituled Confcssio 
Amantis termethe Chaucer a worthy e poet, and 
maketh hym as yt were the iudge of his workes ; 
in whiche booke, to my knowledge, Gower dothe 
notterme hym a worthye poet, (altboughe I con- 
fesse he well desemeth that name, and that the 
same may be gathered oute of Gower comcndyoge 
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■ym f ) aether doth he after "a aorle (for any 
thiiige I canne jet tee) make hyra iodge of hia 
workes, (whereof I woide he glad to be enform- 
cd,) since these be Gowers woordes, vttered by 
Venus in that booke of Cot\feuia AmantU : 



And grete well Chaucer when ye mete. 

At my disciple and my poete: 

For m the flower of hia youth*. 

In Madrye wiae, aa he well contbe. 

Of dytyea and of sondes glade 

The whiche for my take he made! 

The laude fulfilled ia ouer all ; 

Wherefore to bym in especiall 

Aboue all ethers I am moat holde; 

Forthy nowe in hi* dayea olde, 

Thow shait bym tell tbia meatage. 

That he rppen hia latter age 

Sett an ende of all bit Werfce, 

Ae he whiche is mjne owne clerks 

Do make bis Testament qf Lore, 

Aa thou hast done thy ahrift above. 

So that my Courte yt may recorde, lie. 



These be all the verses whiche I knewe or yet 
canne fynde, in whiche Gower in that booke 
mentioitetb Chaucer, where he netber naatetb 
bym worthye poet, nor after a sorte suhmytteth 
hia workes to his iudgmettte. But quite con- 
trarye Chaucer doth submytte the correcttone of 
hia works to Gower in these play ne wordes, in 
the latter ende of the fyfte booke of Trbyhw ; 
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O monJl Gower, thin booke I directc 
To thee, and the philosophical Sfioode, 
To vouchsafe where nede is to correct* 
Of your benigmtyea and zeales good. 

But this error had in you byn pardoned, yf yon 
had hot sett yt downe as your owne, but war- 
ranted with the auctorytye of Bale in Scriptoribu* 
Anglit, from whence you haue swallowed yt. 
Then in a marginall note «f this title you saye 
agayne oute of Bale, that Gower was a Yorkshire 
manne ; but you are not to be touched therfore, 
because you discharge your selfe in vouching 
your auctor. Wherfore Bale hath mistaken yt, as 
he hath donne infynyte thinges in that Booke cfc 
Sci'iptoribus Anglie, beinge for the most parte 
the collections of Lelande. For in truth your 
armes of this S' John Gower beinge afgent on a 
cheuerone azure, three leopardes heddes or, do 
, prove that he came of a contrarye howse to thfe 
t Gowers of Stytenham in Yorkeshyre, who bare 
barrulye of argent and gules a crosse patye florye 
sable. Whiche difference of armes semeth a dif- 
ference of famelyes, vnlesse you canne prove . 
that, beinge of one howse, they altered their 
armes vppon some iuste occasione, as that some 
of the howse maryinge one heyre did leave his 
owne armes and bare the armes of his mother; as 
was accustoomed in tymes paste. But this dif- 
ference of coates for this cause* or anye other, 
(that I colde yet euer lerne,) shall you not fyhde 
in this famerye of Gower: and fliefefore seuerall 
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howses from the fyrst originall. Then the mar- 
ginal! note go*th further out of Bale, that Gower 
had on his hedde a garlande of ivye jnd roses, 
the one the omamente of a knyghte, the other of 
a poet. But Bale ys mystaken, for yt y.s not a 
garlande, vnless you will metaphoricallye call 
euerye cyrcle of the hedde a garlande; as crownes 
are Bometymes called garlandcs, from whence 
they had their originall. Nether ys yt of ivye, 
as any manne whiche seeth yt' may well iudge ; 
and therefore not there sett for anye suche in- 
tente as an ensigne of his poetrye; but ys sym- 
plye a chapplett of roses, suche as the knyghtes 
in olde tysie vsed ether of golde, or other em- 
broderye, made after the fashone of roses, one 
of the peculier ornamentes of a knighte, as well 
as his coller of SSS, bis guilte swoorde, and 
spurres. Whiche chaplett or cyrcle of roses 
was as well attributed to knights, the lowest de- 
gree of honor, as to the hygher degrees of duke, 
erle, &c. beinge knyghtes, for so I haue scene 
Johne of Gaunte pictured in his chaplett of' roses; 
and kinge Edwarde the thirde gaue his chaplett 
to Eustace Rybamonte; only the difference was, 
that as they were of lower degree, so. had they 
fewer roses placed on their chaplett or cyrcle of 
golde, one ornament deduced from the dukes 
crowne whiche Tiad the roses vppon the toppe 
of the cyrcle, when the knights had them only* 
vppon the cyrcle or garlande ytselfe. Of whiche 
dukes crowne to be adorned with little roses, 
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Mathewe Paris, spealtinge of the creatinge of 
Johne erle Mertone, duke of Normandye, in the 
the yere of Christe 1199, dothe saye, Interim 
comes Johannes Roihomagu veniens in octavis 
pasche giadio dutatus Normanie ductus est, in 
matrice ecclesia, per ministeriu Walthtri Rotho- 
magests Arehtepi, vty Arehiepiscopus memo- 
rains ante maius altare in capite eius posuit 
circulu aureu habente in summitate per gyru 
rosulas aureus artificialiter fabricatas: whiche 
chaplett of roses came in the ende to be a bande 
aboute oure capped, sett with golde buttons, as 
may be supposed. — In the same titls you saye, 
yt setnethe that these lemed menne were of the 
Inner Temple j for that, raanye yeres since, 
master Buckley did see a recorde in the same 
howse where Geffi-ye Chaucer was fined two shil- 
lings for beatinge a Franciscane Fryer in flete- 
streate. This is a hard collectone to prove Gower 
of the Inner Temple, althoughe he studyed the 
lawe. For thus you frame your, argumente. Mr. 
Buckley found a record in the Temple, that 
Chaucer was fyned for beatinge the Fryer ; ergo, 
Gower and Chaucer were of the Temple. But 
for myne owne parte, yf I wolde stande vppon 
termes for matter of antiquytye and ransacke the 
originall of the lawiers fyrst settlinge in ' the 
Temple, I doubte whether Cfiaucer were of the 
Temple or noe, vnless yt were towardes his latter 
tyme; for he was an'dde manne, as appereth by 
Gower in Canfessione Amantis in the xvi yere of 
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R. 3. when Gower wroote that Booke. And yt » 
most certeyn to be gathered by cyrcumstances of 
Recordes, that the lawyers were not in the 
Temple vntill towardes the latter parte of the 
reygne of kinge Edwarde the thirde; at whiche 
tytne Chaucer was a grave manne, holden in 
greate credyt, and employed in embasaye; so 
that methinketh he sholde not be of that howae ; 
and yet, yf he then were, I sholde iudge yt 
strange that he sholde violate the rules of peace 
and gravytye in those yeares. But I will passe 
over all those matters sicco pede, and leave euerye 
manne to his owne iudgemte therein for this 
tyme, 

Ik the titli of Chaucebs mamage you saye, 
you cannot fynde the name of the Gentlewoman nc 
whome he maryed. Trulye, yf I did followe the 
conceyte of others, I sholde suppose her name 
was Elizabethe, a waytinge womanne of Quene 
Philippe, wyfe to Edwarde the thirde and daugh- 
ter to Willia erle of Henalte. But I favor not 
their opynyone. For, although I fynde a re- 
corde of the pellis exitus, in the tyme of Edwarde 
the thirde, of a yerely stypende to Elizabethe 
Chawcere, domicelle regine Philippe, whiche 
domicella dothe signyfye one of her waytinge 
gentlewomen ; yet 1 cannott for this tyme thinke 
this was his wyfe, but rather his sister or kins- 
womanne, who after the deathe of her mystresse 
Quene Philippe did forsake the worlde, and be- 
came a nonne at Setnte Helens in London, ac- 
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corilmge as you have touched one of that pre* 
ietnSne in primo of kinge Rtcharde the seconde. 

In .tbk Latdth stehiik Of Chaocbr you saye, 
gpeakingc of Ratherine Swyneforde, Que posted 
nttpta Johanni Gandauensi terttf Edwardi regit 
jHio, LancastrU dud, iUi procreavit JtUot tres 
et vnica jilia. Wherbye we may inferre that 
Johne of Gaunte had these children by her after 
her manage. Whiche is not so. For he had all 
his children by her longe before that raartage ; so 
that they beinge all illegitimate were enforced 
afterwarde vppon that maryage to be legytymated 
by the pope; and also by acte of parliament, 
aboute the two and twentythe of kinge Richarde 
the seconde ; so that you cannot saye, que posted 
nupta procreavit Lancattrie dud tresJUios, etc. 

In Tax titlb or Chancers children and their ad- 
yauncbhbntb, in a marginal! note you vouche master 
Campdene that Barthelmewe Burgershe, knyghte 
of the Garter, was he from whome the Burgershes, 
whose daughter and heyre was maryed to Thomas 
Chaucer, did descende. But that is also an error. 
For this Barthelmewe was of a collateral] lyne to 
that S' Johne Burgershe the father of Mawde 
wyfe to Thomas Chaucer; and therefore coulde not 
that S" Johne Burghershe be descended of this Bar- 
thelmewe Burgershe, though hee were of that 
bowse. Then, in that title, you vouche oute of 
Mr. Campdene that Serlo de Burgo brother to 
Eustachius de Vescye built Knaresborowe Castle. 
But that ys not righte. For this Serlo beinge 
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called Serlo de Burgd aive de Pembroke was bro- 
ther to Johne father' of Eustace Vescye, as haue 
the recordes of the towre, and so vncle and not 
brother to Eustace. For another marginall note 
in that tytle you saye, that Jane of Navarre was 
maryed to Henrye the forthe in the fourthe .yere. 
of his reygne, wherein you fotlowe.a late eng- 
lishe croniclcr whome I forbeare to name. But 
Warlsingham b°th in his historye of Henry the 
fourthe, and in his Ypodigtnaj sayeth that he 
was maryed the 26 of Januarye in the yere of 
Cbriste 1403, whiche was in the fyfte yere of the 
kinge, yf you begynne the yere of our Lorde at 
the annunciatione of the Virgine, as we nowe 
doo; but this is no matter of great momente. 
Ffourthlye in that title you seme to attribute the 
advancement of the Pooles to William de la Poole, 
merchante of Hull, that lente the tinge a greate 
masse of moneye. But this William was not the 
fyrste advancer of that howse ; because his father 
Richarde [de la] Poole beinge a cheife gouernor 
in Hull, and serving the kings necessytye with 
money, was made Pincerna Regis, an office of 
great accompte ; by the same gyvinge the fyrste 
advancemente to the succedynge famelye: Where- 
of the record to prove Ric. de la Poole Pincerna 
Regis is founde in the pryvye- seales of the elea- 
venth yere of kirige Edwarde the thirde, in master 
Wardoures office, the lorde treasurers clerke: 
Where y t is in this manner : Edwardus dei gratia, 
rex Anglie et dux Acquitonie, etc. Supplicavit 
1 
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nobis ditectus noster Richardus de ia' Poole Pin- 
ctrna noster, vt quum ipse de expensis officii 
Pincernarit tic omnibus aliis officii* ittud tangen- 
tibus, ad Statu Staccariu afesto sancti Michaelis 
an/no regni ' •nostri decimo; vsque ad ide festS 
pi'otcime sequent pttnarie computaverit, rtSOSO"; 
13* : et IV et vnus obulus sibi per computi illiiA 
de clard debeatur : volurmts et solutione inde seu 
alias satisfaction}; sibi jleri competentem: Nos 
eius swpplicationi in hac parte, prout iustu est, 
annuentesr vobis mandamus, ■ etc. Data apu& 
WeStmenasterfS 14 &ecembris, annoregrd tiostri 
•mdecimo. To whose Sonne this William de 'Ik 
Poole the' older, and to his Sonne Michaeli de fa 
Poole (who was after Chauncelor) and- to his 
heyres, ,the kingegraunted fowre hundred markes 
fey 1 yere out of the Custome of Hall, as appereth 
in 'the record of pellis exiius of 46 Ed. 8, the 
'store Michael Ide la Poole recevirige the arrefages 
of'thatannuytye. For thus yt is entred'inMi- 
•chaelmas terme oh the first of December of that 
yere: Michtidi de la Poole filib et heredi WB- 
Helmi de la PooU senioris per t'allia levsrt'a H&to 
dUecdntihentem iij c Ixx" xviij* 1* ob. eidem Mi~ 
ehaell liber at. per compotum swum factum ad 
'-Scaccariu computator. virtute cuiusdam brevis 
de magno sigillo Thesaurarlo et Barunibus Scac- 
carii directum pro huius c&mpoto faciendo, de 
quodain annuo terto iiij' /marc, per dmiu, quag 
-dominus rex WiUielmo de la Poole seniOri de- 
i/sflcito, et Michaeli Jilto sub et beredtbussuis de 
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corpore into exeuntibus, de Custumia i» parti* 
ville de Kingeston super Hull per litteras. stmt 
patentes concess: percipendu quamdiu vij. c 
xxxv" xviij' i d 06. eidem Michaeli per compoti 
predicts sic debitu, etc. Dm rex mandat vt ei 
Mtiefactianem vel assignationem competentem 
(inlocisvU eicekriter satisfieri poterit ) jiertt 
et haberet, per breve de magna sigHfe inter 
iwwdata de termino Pasehe anno qaadragtsimo 
tercto, etc. So that Richard e, Michaeli de la 
vpooles grandfather, ( a magistrate of grcate welthe 
■ill Hull,) was the fynte that gaue advaacemenie 
.tp that Iiowk; although William, father to this 
■Michael], were of lyke estate and a knyghte. 
Neither canne I fynde (nor ys yt lyke) that 
Michaeli de la Poole was a raarchttnte, (ha^jtge 
two-jsuch welthynwchantes to his a&cestois be- 
fore hyffl,) nptwithstandinge that Walsiagha (more 
offeaded then reasone, as all the. Clergye were 
against tefaporaU raenne. who were nowe become 
cjieif officers of the realme; and the spyrituall 
raenne, till then- ; possessing? those office*, dit- 
placed* vrhjche teedd greate [sorenease^ in the 
Churehmenneagamste them;) sayeth tb«tMieha«(l 
de la Vodefwiitd pueritia ywgis wiercimotfifi 
(vtpqte mercater tnercatorisjilius) quam militia 
acewpatm. And yet yt may bee that he might 
haye soiue factors in merchandise* and deale by 
his attorneyes as- many noble menne and great 
persons have dmrne. . Whereuppon Walaingfeam 
(who wrote longe aftev.) might seme to call hym 
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merchante by leasqne of other mens dealings for 1 
hym, although in trooth he was neuer merchant 
in rsspecte of bis owne personne, (for whicho 
they are properly called merchantes, ) as may he 
supposed. Ffyftlye in the same title you saye, 
that Alice, wyfe of William de la Poole duke of 
SufTblke, had a daughter, by her seconde hus- 
bande Thomas Montague erle of Sarisbery, named! 
after her mother, Alice, maryed to Richarde 
Neville sonne to Raphe Nevill erle of Wesrmer- 
lahde, by whome he ' had issue Richarde, Johne, 
and George. But this is nothinge so. for this 
Alice, the wyfe of Richarde Neville, (erle of ■ 
Sarisbery iti the righte of the same Alice,) wag 
daughter of Thomas Montacute erle' of Salisbury e' 
and of Alice his wyfe, daughter of Thomas Hol- 
lande erle of Kente, and not of Alice daughter 
to Thomas Chaucer and widdowe to William de la 
Poole duke of Suffolke. ' ;; 

In the latter end o? the title of Chaucers 
jdbathe you saye, that printinge was brought oute 
of Germinye in the yere 1471 being the 37. H. 6. 
into Englande, being* fyrst founde at Mogunce by 
one Johne Guthembergus, and broughte to Rome by 
Conradus- [Sweynheym} an Almayne. But the yerc 
of Christe 1471 was not the 37. H. 6. but the ele- 
uenthe of kinge Edward the fourthe ; and} 'as some 
have yt, [it] was not fyrste founde' at Mogunce or 
Mentz but at Strasborowe, and perfected at Mo- 
gunce, David Chytreus in his historye sayeth, yt 
was fyrst ibundein annol440, and brought to Rome 
6 
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by' Henriciis Han- a Germane [ " cognomine la- 
tino Gattus," Mafctmre Ann. Typ. i. 52.] in the 
yere 1470; whereof Antontus Campantu framed 
' this excellente epigramme : 

Amir Ttrpeii cngtoa J avis, , vnde, quod al» 

Conslfe peris, Gallup decidit; vltor adest 
Vlricus Gallus- ne tjuem poscantur in vsura, 
Edocuit pennis nil opus esse tuis. 

But ■ ofhen do suppose that yt . was invented at 
Argejtferote,, as dothe Mathewe Parker in the. lyfe 
of Thomas Bourchier archbyshoppe. of Canter- 
burye: whiche for the jncextentye thereof I leave 
at this tyme ,tp farther exarainatone, nothavinge 
nowe present leysure therefore. 

In the title op the augments to euebyb talb 
and b,ooke you. wrjte, that the Romanic of the 
Rose, was made in frenche by Johne Clopinell 
alias Johne Moone; when in truthe .the booke 
was not made by hym alone; for yt was begunne 
by ^Guilhuime de Lorig, and ■fynished.'fourtye 
yeres after the deathe of Loris by Johne de Meune 
alias Johne Clopinell, as apperethe by Molinet, 
the frenche author of the moralytye vppon the 
Romante of the Rose, ca. 50. fo. 57, and may 
further appere also in the frenche Romant of the 
Rose in verse, which Chaucer with muche of 
that matter omytted, not havinge translated halfe 
the french Romante, but ended about the middle 
thereof. Againste whiche Booke Gerwue com- 
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piled another, intituled La reprobattone de la 
Rotnante del Rose ,* as affirmeth the sayed Mo- 
finet, in the 107 chapter of the sayed moraliza- 
tion, where he exeusethe Glopinell and re- 
prouethe Geraone for that Booke, because Ger- 
sone soughte no further meanynge than what 
was conteyned in the outwarde letter; this CIo- 
pineH begyhnynge the Romanic of the Rose, 
in these verses of Chaucer: 

Ala* my waneuoope ! nay, pardyee; 
For I will neucr dispayred bee: 
Yf happe me iayk, then am I 
Vngratiotu and vnwortby, &c 

Secondly under that title you saye, the worke, 
before this last editionc of Chaucer, termed the 
Dreamt of Chaucer, is mystermed, and that yt 
is the Booke of the Ditches, or the Death of 
Blanche. Wherein you bee greatlye mysledde 
in my conceyte; for yt oaanott bee the Booke of 
the Duches or of the Death of Blanche, because 
Johne of Gaunt was then but fowre and twentye 
y ere old e when the same was made, as apperethe 
by that tretyse in these verses; 

Then founde I sytting euen vprighte 

A wonder well-faringe knighte. 

By the manner me thought so, ' • 

Of good motel), and right yonge thereto. 

Of the age of twerftye fowre yere, 

Vppon his bearde but little heart 
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Then yf he were but fowre and.twentye yeres of 
age, being born, as hath Walsingham, in the 
yere of Christe 1339 the 13. of kinge Edwarde 
the thirde; and that he was maryed to Blanche 
the fourtene calendes of June 1359, the 33 of 
Ed: the thirde; he was at his mariage but twentye 
yeres of age, who within fower yeres after aholde 
make his lamentation for Blanche the duchesse 
which rauste then be dedde.' But the duchesse 
Blanche dyed of the pestilence in the yere of 
Christe 1368, as hath Anonimus MS, or 1369, as 
hath Walsingham ; whiche by the first accompte 
was the ix 111 . and by the last the x'K yere after the 
mariage, and sixe or at the least five yeres after thia 
lamentacion of Johne of Gaunt made in the fowre 
and twentye yere of his age. Wherefore this 
cannott be the Booke of the Duchec; because he 
coulde not' lamente her deathe before she -was 
deade. And yf you replye, that yt pleinlye ap- 
perethe the same treatyce to be mente of the . 
duchea Blaunche, whiche signyfyeth vihyte, by 
which name he often termeth his ladye there 
lamented, but especially in these verses. 

Her throte, as I hare memoyre, 
Semed as a round towre of yvoire. 
Of good gretnesse and not to greate, 
And fayre white she hete. 
That mat wy ladies name righte ; 
She was thereto fayre and brighte. 
She had not her name wronge, 
' Right fayre scolders and body longc, &c. 
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I will answere, that there is no necessitye that 
yt must be of Blanche the duchesse because he 
sayetb her name was -white; sioce there ys a fa- 
melye of that denominatione, and some female 
of that lyne myghte be both white in name, and 
fayre and white in personne ; and so had not her 
name wronge or in vayne, as Chaucer sayeth. 
Or yt mighte be some other lover of his called 
Blanche, since he had many paramours in his 
youthe, and was not very contynent in his age. 
Wherefore, to conclude, yt apperethe as before 
that yt coulde not be mente of the duchesse 
Blanche his wyfe, whiche dyed long after that 
Compleinte. For whiche cause that Dreame of 
Chaucer in mye opynyone may well ■ ( naye . 
rather of righte sholde) continew his former title 
of The Dreame of Chaucer; for that, whiche 
you will haue the Dreame of Chaucer, is his 
Temple of Glasse; as I haue seene the title, 
thereof noted, and the thinge yt selfe con- 
firmeth. 

In" THE EXPOSITIONS OF THE OLDE WORSES, as yOU 

shewe greate- diligence and knowledge, so yet 
in my opynione, vnlesse a manne be a good 
Saxoniste, French, and Italyane linguiste, (from 
whence Chaucer bathe borowed manye vjordes,) 
he cannott well expounde the same to our nowe 
vnderstandinge; and therefore (though I will not 
presume of much knowledge in these lounges) 
yt semeth yet to raee that, in your expositione, 
■ome wordes are not so fullye and rightlye ex- 
d3 
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planed as they mighte bee; although peradven- 
ture you haue framed them to make sence. 
Wherefore I haue collected these feWe (from 
many others Jefte for more leysure) whiche seme 
to rate not to be fully explaned in their proper 
nature, though peradventure you will seme to 
excuse them by a metaphoricall gloose. 

Aketon or HaKetons you expouude a jackett 
Withoute sieves, without any further additOne, 
that beinge an indiffynyte speache, and therefore 
may be emended a comCne garmente daylye 
vsed, suche as we call a jerken or jackett withoute 
sieves; But haketon is a slevelesse jackett of 
plate for the warre, covered withe anye other 
stuffe; at this day also called a jackett of plate: 
Suche aketon Walter Stapletone, biahoppe of 
Excester and Custos or Warden of Londone, had 
vppon hym. secretlye, when he was appl-ehended 
and behedded in the twentyeth yere of Edwalde 
the seconde. 

Besante you expounde a duckett. But a 
ducketf ys farre from a besante, bothe for the tyme 
of the inventone, and. for the forme; and as t 
suppose for the valewe, not withstandinge that 
Hollybande in his Frenche-Englishe dtctionarye 
makes yt of the valewe of a duckett, whiche 
duckett is for the most part eyther Venetienne or 
Spanyshe, when the besante ys mere Grekishe; a 
. coyne well knowen and vsed in Englande (and 
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yet not therefore an auncient coyne of Englande, 
as Hollybande sayethe yt was of France, ) emongrt 
the Saxons before, and the Normans after, the 
Conqueste; the forme whereof I will at other 
tyme describe, onlye nowe settinge downe, that 
this besante (beinge the Frenche name, and in 
armorye rightlye according to his nature, for A 
plate of golde,) was called in Latine Byzantium, 
obteyninge that name because yt was the coyne 
of Constantinople sometyme called Bizantium; 
and because you shall not thinke this any fictione 
of myne owne, I will warrante the same with 
Williame of Malmesberye in the fourthe booke 
De Begibus, who hathe these wordes : Constan- 
tinopolts primum Bizantiu dicta. Formam an~ 
tiqui vocabuU preferunt imperatorii nummi 
Bizantiu dicti; where another coppye for nvmmi 
Bizantiu hath gizantini nummi ; and the Frenche 
hath yt besante or bezatUine> makinge yt an olde 
coyne of France, (when he sholde haue sayed an 
olde coyne in France and not of France,) of tht 
valewe of a duckett. 

Fehmbstacob [fermentation] you expounde 
dawbinge, whiche cannott anye way be mcta- 
phoricallye so vsed in Chaucer, although yt 
sholde be improperlye or harshlye applied. For 
fermentacone ys a pectUier terme of Alchymye, 
deduced from the bakers fermente or levyne. 
And therefore the chiraicall philosophers defyne 
the fermente to be anima, the sowle or lyfe, of 
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the philosophers stone. Whereunto agreeth 
Clauiger Bincing, a chimicall author, sayinge ; 
autem vivtficatione, id est, fermentacoem, which 
is before tinctinge, or gyvinge tincture or color ; 
that beinge as muche to saye as gyvinge sowle or 
lyfe to the philosophers stone, whcrby that may 
fermente or color or gyve lyfe to all other meta- 
line bodyes. 

Orfrayes you expounde goldsmythes worke, 
whiche ys as nere to goldsmythes worke as 
clothe of golde ; for this worde orefrayes, beinge 
compounded of the Frenche worde or and frays 
or fry se the Englishe ; is that whiche to this daye 
(beinge now made all of one stuffe or substance) 
is called friscd or perled clothe of gold j in La- 
tyne, in tymes past, termed aurifrisium or aurt- 
frixorium. A thinge well knowen to the Saxons 
in Englande before, astotheNormans after, theCon- 
queste ; and therefore fullye to satisfye you thereof, 
I will prodlice two auctorities of the weavinge and 
vse thereof before the Conquest and since, wherein 
- you shall playnely see what yt was, and in what 
accompt yt was holden, beinge a worke pecnlier 
to the Englishe. The lieger booke of Elye, 
speakinge of Ediswetha daughter to Brightnothus 
aldermanne erte or duke of Northumberlande be- 
fore the Conquest, sayeth ; cut tradita Coveneia, 
locus monasterio victnus, vbi aurifhixorie et 
.texture secretins cum puellis vacabat; and a 
Jitle after, tunica rubra purpura per gyrum et 
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ab humeris au&ifrJ. vndiquc circumdatum. Then, 
after the Conquest, Mathew Paris speakethe there- 
of aboute ornamentes to be sente to the Pope. 
But because I haue not my Mathewe Paris here, 
I will vouche one whose name hathe muche affiny- 
tye with hym, anil that is Mathewe Parker Archby- 
shoppe of Canterburye, who, in the Lyfe of Boni- 
facius Archbishoppeof that see, hathe these wordes. 
A*. Domini 1346, Borne multi Anglicani aderant 
Clerici, qui capis vt aiunt chorealibus, et infulis, 
ornamentisque ecclesiastids, ex Anglice tunc 
more gentis, ex lana tenuissima et auro artifi- 
ctose intexto fabricatis, vterentur. Huius modi 
ornamentorum aspectu et concupiscentia provo- 
catus Papa, rogavit cuiusmodi essent. Hesponsio ' 
est, aubifrisia appettari, quia et eminens ex 
panno et lana quam Angli fryse appellant, simul 
contexta sunt. Cut subridens et dulcedine captu.1 
Papa, Vere, inquit, ( for these are the wordes of 
Mathewe Paris whiche lyved at thattyme,) Hortus 
noster delitiarum est Angiia, verus puteus est in- 
exhaustus, et vbi multa abundant, de multis multa 
sumcre licet. Itaque, concupiscentia illectus ocu- 
loi'um, titteras suas bullatas sacras misit ad Cis- 
tercienses in Angiia Abbates, quorum oratiqnibus 
se devote^ commendabat, vt ipsi hec aurifrisia . 
speciosissima ad suum ornandum chorum com- 
pararent. Hoc Londoniensibus placuit, quia ea 
turn iienalia habebant, tantique qnanti placuit 
vendiderunt. In whiche discourse you' not onlye 
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see that ortfrt/ea was a weved clothe of golde and 
not goldsmythe worke, [but] that Englande had 
before and since the Conqueste the arte to com- 
pose suche kynde of delicate clothe of golde as 
Europe had not the lyke; for yf yt had, the 
Pope wolde haue made suche prouisione thereof 
in other places, and not from Englande. And 
because you shall not thinke that yt was onlye 
vsed of the Clergye, you shall fynde in a Record 
of the Towre that yt was also an ornamente of 
the kings garmente, since the Conqueste. For, 
in Rotulo Patentium 6. Johannis in dorsa ( in 
whiche the kinge comaunded the Templets to 
deliuer suche Jewells, garmentes, and ornamentes 
as they had of the kings in kepinge,) are these 
wordes: Dalmaticam de eodem samitto vtiatani 
. de obfrbybs et cum lapidibus. Whiche is to saye, 
the kings Dalmaticall garmente of the same sa~ 
mitte ( spoken of before, whiche was crymsone,) 
vrled or bordrede (suche as we nowe calle 
garded) withe orfreye*. 

Oundyb and Crisps is by you expounded slyked 
and curled, whiche sence althoughe yt may beare 
after some sorte, yet the propryetye of the true 
sence of oundye (betnge an especiall terme ap- 
propriate to the arte of Heraldye) dothe signifye 
wavinge or movtnge, as the water dothe ; being 
called vndye, of Latyne vnda for -water. For so 
her haire was oundye, that is, lay ed in rooles vpp 
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and downe, Iyke waves of water when they are 
styrred with the winde, and not slyked or playne, 
etc. 

You expounde not Rksagkb, belnge a term* of 
Alchymye; as you leave many of them vntouched. 
This worde sholde rather be resalgar. Wherefore 
I will shewe you what resalgar ys in that ab- 
atruse science, whiche Chaucer knewe' full well, 
althoughe he enveye againste the sophisticall 
abuse thereof in the Chorion* Yeoman*- Tale. 
This resalgar is that whiche by some is called 
ratesbane, a ky tide of poysone named arsenicke, 
which the chimicall philosophers call their ve- 
nome or poysone. Whereof I coulde produce 
infynyte examples; but I will gyve you onlye 
these fewe for a taste. Aristotle, in Rosario 
Philosophorum, sayethe. Nullum tingens vene- 
rium generatur absque sole et eius vmbra, id est, 
uxore. Whiche venome they call by all names 
presentinge or signifyinge poysone, as a toad*, 
a dragon, a basilyske, a serpente, arsenicke, and 
suche Iyke; and by manye other names, as in 
exercitacione ad turbam philosophorum, apper- 
ethe; where aqua simplex is called venenum, 
argentum vivum, cinnabar, aqua permanens, gum- 
ma, acetum, urina, aqua maris, draco, serpens, 
etc. And of this poysone the treatyce de phenice, 
or the philosophers stone, written in Gothyshe 
jymynge verses dathc saye; 
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Moribund*, corporis rirus nnanabat 
Qpod materaara ftckm caodidam foedabat 



Beryn and Bigott you expounde superstitious 
hypocrites. Whiche sence I knowe yt maye some- 
what beare, because yt sauorethe of the disposi- 
tione of those Begins, or Beguines, for that ya 
the true wrytinge. But this worde Begyn sholde 
in his owne nature rightlye haue ben expounded 
supersticious or hipocriticall wemenne, as ap- 
pereth by Chaucer himselfe, who nombreth them 
emongst the wemen in the Romante of the Rose 
when he sayethe. 

But empresses, and duchesses, 

These queenes, and eke countesses. 
These abbasses, and eke Bigint, 
• These greate ladyes palasin*. 

And a little after, in the same Romante, he doth 
write. 

That dame Abstinence streyned 
Tooke on a robe of camelyne. 
And ganne her gratche as a Bygin. 
A large cover-cherfe of thredde 
She wrapped all aboute her hedde. 

These wcmen the Frenche call Beguynes or 

Nonnes; being in Latyne called Bigrina or 

Biguina; whose originall order, encrease, and 

. contynuance are sett downe by Mathewe Paris 

1 
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and Mathewe Westtn. But as I sayed, since I 
haue not my Mathewe Paris at hand, I will sett 
you downe the wordes of Mathewe Westmynster 
(otherwise called Flores Historiarum or Ftori- 
legus) in this sorte. Sub eisdem ditbus (which 
was in the yere of Christe 1344, and aboute the 
28 of kinge Henry the thirde/) quidam in Ale- 
mania precipue* se asserentes vitam et habitum 
relligionis elegisse, in utroque sexu, sed maximi 
in muliebri, continentiam cuius -rite simplicitate 
projitentes se voto privato Deo obtigdrunt. Mu- 
heresque, quas Bigrinas vulgariter vocamus, aded 
multiplicate sunt, quod earum numerus in una 
ciuitate, scilicet Colonia, ad plus quam mtlle as- 
seritur ascendisse, etc. After whiche, epeakinge 
yn the yere of Christe 1250 of the encrease of 
Relligious Orders, he sayeth. Item in .Alemania 
et Francia mulieres, quas Biguinas nominant, etc. 

Citjunatiohb you do not expounde, beinge a 
terme of Alchymye. Whiche citrinatione is both 
a color and parte of the philosophers stone. For, 
as hathe Iractatus Avicenne (yf yt be his and 
not liber stipposititius, as manye of the Alchimi- 
call Workes are foysted in vnder the names of 
the best-lerned authors and philosophers, as Plato, 
Aristotle, Avicen, and suche others,) in parte of 
the 7 chapter : Citrinatio est que Jit inter album 
ft rubrum, et, non dicitur color perfectus : whiche 
citrinatione, as sayeth ArnoHus de Nova Villa, lib. 
i. ca. 5. nihil atiud est quam completa digestio. 
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For the work* of the philosophers stone, follow- 
ing the worke of nature, bathe lyke color in the 
tame degree. For aa the vrine of manne, being 
whityslie, sheweth imperfects digestione; but 
when he bathe well rested, and slept after the 
lame, and the digestione perfected, the vrine 
become the citrine, or of a depe yellowe color; ao 
ys yt in Alchymye: which made Arnolde call 
this citrinatione perfect digestion, or the color 
provinge the philosophers stone brougbte almoste 
to the heighte of perfectione. 

Fobags in one place you expounde meate, 
and in another place fodder. Bothe whiche pro- 
perry cannott stande in this place of Chaucer in 
the Saves Prologue, where he sayeth, " my fodder 
is forage." For yf forrage be fodder, then is 
the sence of that verse, " my fodder is fodder." 
But fodder beinge a generall name for meate 
gyven to cattle in winter, and of aflynytie withe 
foode applied to menne and beasts, dothe onlye 
signyfye meate. And so the sence is, " my meate 
ys forage ;" that is, my meate is suche liarde and 
olde provisione as ys made for horses and cattle 
in winter. For so" doth this worde forragium in 
L»tyne signyfye. And so dothe Chaucer meane. 
For the word next before dothe well shewc yt, 
when the Reve sayeth, 

I am olde, me lute not play for age, 
Gwae tyme is doitne, my fodder it forrage. 



j,g,t,z eC h,GoogIe 



AMMA1VERSI0NS. 45 

Vet metaphorically yt may be taken for other 
than drye horse-meate, although improperlye; as 
Chaucer hathe, in Sir Toptu Ryme, where he 
maketh yt grasse for his horse, and vseth the worde 
father to make vpp the ryme than to shewe die 
true nature thereof; sayinge, 

That downe he laycd hym in that place. 
To make bis steedc some solace, 
And gyve hym good forage. 

Hsboner you expounde a certeyne kynde of 
hawke. - Whiche is true: for a gowshawke, span* 
rowe-hawke, tassell, &c. be kyndes of haWkes-. 
But this heroner is an especiall hawke (of anye 
of the kyndes of longe winged hawkes) ofmort 
accompte than other hawkes are. Because the 
flighte of the Heronc ys more daungerous than of 
other fowles, insomuch that, when she fyndeth 
her selfe in danger, she will lye in the ayre 
vppon her backe, and turne vpp her . bellye to* 
wardes the hawke; and so defile her enymye with 
. her excrementes, that eyther she will Winde the 
hawke, or ells with her byll br talons pierce the 
hawkes brest yf she offer to sease vppon her. 

The Hyppb is not simplye the redde berrye on 
the bryer, vnlesse you adde this epitheton and 
saye, the redde berrye 6n theswete bryer, (which 
is the eglantyne,) to distrnguyshe yt front the 
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- comone bryer or bramble bearinge the blacke 
benye ; for that name bryer ys comone to them 
bothe; when the hy-ppe is proper but to one; 
neither maye yt helpe you that you saye the 
redd berrye, to distinguyshe yt from the blacke ; 
for the blacke berrye ys also redde for a tyme, 
and then may be called the redde berrye of the 
bryer for that tyme. 

Nowell you expounile Christmasse, whiche ya 
that feaste and more. For yt is that tyme, whiche 
is properly e called the Advente together with 
Christmasse and Neweyeres tyde. Wherefore the 
true etymologye of that worde ys not Christmasse, 
. or the twelve dayes ; but yt is God "with its, or, 
oure God; expressinge to vs the comynge of 
Christ e in the fleshe: whiche pcrad venture after 
a sorte, by the figure synecdoche, you may 
seeme to excuse, placinge then Christmasse a 
parte of this tyme of Nowell for all the tyme that 
Nowell conteynethe. For in the same worde is 
conteyned someryme xx, but for the most 'parte 
thirtye dayes before Christmasse, as well as the 
Christmasse yt selfe; that worde being deduced, 
as hathe Will. Postellus in Alphabet. 12 Lingua- 
rum, from the Hebrue worde Nocll: for thus he 
writethe :— Noel, sonat Deus nosteb sive Decs 
nobis advenit; solitaque est liec vox cantaria 
pUbe ante Christi Natalitia viginti aut triginta 
dies quodam desiderio. 
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- Pokphebye you expouude marble. Whjche 
marble ys genus, but porpherye is species. For 
as there is white and grey marble, so ya there redd 
marble, wbiche is this porpherye, a stone of reddish 
. purple color, distinct or interlaced with white, 
veynes as you may see in the great pillars entringe 
into the Royall Exchange or Burse in Cornhill. 

Sendalb you expounde a thynne fltuffe lyke 
cypres. But yt was a thynne stuffe lyke- sarcenet^ 
and of a rawe kynde of syike or sarcenett, but 
coarser and narrower than the sarcenett nowe ys, 
as my selfe canne remember. 

Tbbpxcstt you expounde a ramme to batter 
walles. But the trepegett was the same as the 
magonell. For Chaucer calleth yt a trepegett or 
magonell. Wherefore the trepegett and magonell 
being all one, and the magonell an instrument to 
flynge or cast stones (as your selfe expounde yt) 
into a towne, or against a towne-walles, (an en- 
gine not muche vnlyke to the catapulte, an instru- 
mente to cast forthe dartes, stones, orarrowes,) 
the trepegett must nedes also be an instrumente 
to cast stones or such lyke against a wall or into a 
towne, and not a ramme to batter walles; since 
the ramme was no engine to flinge anye thinge, 
but by mens handes to be broughte and pushed 
againste the walles ; a thinge farr different in 
forme from the magonell or catapulte] as ap- 
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pereth by Vigetiua and Robertas Valturius de Re 
Militari. 

Wnmii you expounde not. Wherefore I will 
tell you, a wyver is a kynde of serpent of good 
bulke, not vnlyke vnto a dragon, of whose kinde 
he is; a thmge well knowen vnto the Heraldes, 
vsinge the same for armes, and crestes, and sup- 
porters of manye gentle and noble menne. As 
the erle of Kent beareth a wiver for his creste and 
supporters; the erle of Pembroke, a wiver vert 
for bis creste ; die erle of Cumberlande, a wiver 
gules for his supporters. 

Autentickb you expounde to be antiquytye. 
But howe you may seme to force and racke the 
worde to Chaucers meaninge, I knowe not; but 
sure I am, the proper signyficatione of autenticke 
is a thing? of auctoritye or credit (Slowed by 
menne of auctoritye, or the originall or fyrste 
archetypum of any thinge; whiche I muse that 
you did not remember. 

Abandons you expounde Hbertye; whiche in 
all Italiane, Frenche, and Spanishe, signifyeth 
reHaqwere, to forsake and leave a thinge ; whiche 
methmketh you most hardely stretche to libertye, 
vnless you will saye that, when one forsakethe a 
thinge, he leaveth yt at Hbertye; whiche ys but 
a streyncd speche, although the Frenche Holly- 
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bandc, not vDtlerstandinge the true energye of 
our tongue, hath expounded y t libertye ; whiche 
may be some warrantc vnto you. 



Vnubb ths title or youre Annotac*onj and 
Corrections. 

In yotire Annotations you describe, out of the 
Prologues, the vernacle to be a broche or figure, 
wherein were sett the instruments wherewith 
Christe was crucyfyed, and withall a napfcyn 
wherein was the prinfe of his face. But the yer- 
naclc did not eonteyne the instrumentes of his 
deathe, but only the clothe wherein was the figure 
of his face ; 'as I cosceVe yt with others. 

Fo: 1. pa: 3. For Campcmeus you woldereade 
Capaneus, wheTunto I cannott yelde. For al- 
though Statius and .other Latine authors do > call 
hym Capancus, yet all the writers of Englande 
in that age! call bun Gampaneus; as Gower, in 
Confession* Amaniis, and Lidgate in the His- 
tory* of Thebes taken out of Statius, and Chaucer 
hym selfe in many other places. So that yt 
flettetho: theymade the pronuntiatione of Cam- 
paoeus to be the .dialecte.of onr tongtie fur Ca~ 
paneas. Besides Chaucer is in this to be par- 
doned, in that taking, his Knightes Tale out of the 
Thesavtle of Bocas, written in Italianc and of late 
translated; into Frenche, doth there, after the 
IkKssk manner, tali him Camptmeus; for so the 
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Italians pronounce wordes beginninge with cap, 
with the interposition of the letter m, pronounc- 
inge yt camp. For that whiche the Latins call 
capitolium, the Italians call campidoglio; and 
suche lyke. Wherefore since yt was vniversallye 
receved in that age to call him Campaneus, let -■ 
vs not nowe alter yt, but permytte yt to have 
free passage, accordinge to the pronuntiatione 
and wrytinge of that age; since, in deducinge 
wordes from one language to another, there ys 
often additione and substractione of letters, or of 
Billables, before, in the middle, and in the ende 
of those wordes. Whereof infynyte examples 
mighte be produced, whiche I nowe shunne for 
brevytye. 

Fo: 3. pa: 2. ["Noughte comelye lyke to 
lovers maladye of Hereos."~\ For whiche worde 
Hereoa you reade Eros, i. e. Cupide; a very 
good and probable correction, well gathered out 
' of , Luciane. But (salva patientia vestra, and re- 
servinge to myselfe better iudgmentc hereafter yf 
I nowe mystake yt,) I wolde, for the printed 
Hereos of Chaucer, read Heroes. Whiche two 
wordes onlye differ in misplacinge of the letters; 
a coinone thinge for the printer to ' do, and the 
corrector to overpasse. For Arcyte, in this 
Turye of his love, did not shewe those courses of 
gouernmente which the heroes, or valiante pep- 
sons, in tymes past vsed ; for though they loved, 
yet that passione did not generallye so farre over- 
rule them (although yt mighte in some one par-. 
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ticuler personne) as that they lefte to contynewe 
the valor, and heroicke actions, whiche they be- 
fore performed. For the Heroes shoulde so love, 
as that they shoulde not forgett what they were in 
place, valor, or magnanymytye; whiche Arcite, 
in this passiene, did not observe " lyke to lovers 
malady of Heroes." Whereof I coulde produce 
six hundred examples! (as the proverbe ys,) were 
yt not that I avoyde tedious prolixytye. 

Fo : 6. pa : 2. [" Manye a fiorence."'} In 
whiche note you expounde a fiorence to be ij' 
Frenche, and a gelder to be the same in Dutche. 
Wherein you mistake the valewe of the fiorens, 
suche as was vsed in Chaucers tyme ; whiche 
taking the name of the workemenne, being Flo- 
rentines, (of the terry torye of Florence inltalye,) 
were called Fiorens ; as sterlinge money took 
their name of E'sterlinges, who refyned and 
coyned the silver in the tyme of kinge Henry the 
seconde. For two shillinges Frenche ys not 
equall in valewe (as I nowe take yt) to two shil- 
linges Englishe; and much lesse equall to the 
fiorens in Chaucers tyme, whiche was of the 
value of three shillings, and fowre pence, or half 
a noble ; or, at the leaste, of two shillinges tenne 
pence farthinge, as apperethe by recdrde and 
historye; some of them being fiorens regall. 
Whef*eof you shall fynde, in the recorde ot pellis 
exit-its in the Exchequer in Michelmas terme 41. 
Ed. S. this note: Bartholomeo de Burgershe mi- 
liti in denariis sibi liheratis in parte solutionis 
xt 
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8000 plosbnohum de scuta pretii petti iij?, iiij'* 
sibi debitis de itlis 30000 flohcnorbm de scuto in 
quibus Rex tenebatur eidem Bartholomew pro 
Comite de Ventadoure prisonario suo apud Hel- 
ium de Poyters in guerra capto, et ab eodevt 
Bartholomeo ad opus Regis empto, vt patetper 
litteras Regis patentes, quae idem BurtUoiomeut 
inde penes se hdbet. In dors. De summa syb- 
scripta per breve de magna sigillo, inter matndato 
de Term. Michaelis de anno 36 — xx u . To the 
valewe whereof agreeth Hipodigma Jfeustrias, 
pa. 137, where, setting downe the ransorac of 
the Frenche kinge taken at Poytecs to the valewe 
of three milliones of fiorens, he saved*, " <s% 
whiche florens duo valebant vj\ viijV These^/to- 
rens the same Walsingbam in another- place calletbe 
scutes or Frenche. crownes, pa. 170, sayinge, Rem 
quid&m Francie pro sua redemptione solvit regi 
Anglic ires milliones scbtordm, quorum duo- va~ 
lent vnum Nobite, videlicet, sex solidos et. octo 
denario&. Whiche scutes in lyke manner, in- tha 
ty me of tinge Henry the sixte were of the same 
valewe, as apperethe in Fortescues Commentaries 
of the Lowes of Englande. But as those jlwena 
for the sedemprione of the Frenche tinge were, 
of the valewe of half one noble; so at thetyme 
of that kings reigne there were also one othen 
sorte oijloretis, not of tyke valewe, but contoyned 
within the price of ij\ x d . q. called jlorene re* 
gales; as apperethe in this record, of Easten terme A 
of pellis exitus befbre-eayed; wher,8 yt is thus, 
1 
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etitred oh the sixte of Julye: Guiscardo de An- 
gles, domino de pleyne martyne, in denarii* sibi 
iiberatis per manus Walteri Hewett militis in 
pretio 4000 florenorum regalium pretii petit— 
ij'. x d . q. de quibus florenis regalibus 7 compu- 
lantur pre tribus Nobilibus, eidem Guiscardo 
debitis. Whereby you see the meanest of these 
florens did exceed the valewe of ij'. Frenche, (al- 
though you sholde equal! that with ii'. Englishe,) 
as yt did also in other Countryes. For in the 
Low Countryes at those dayes yt was much aboute 
the valewe of iij\ iiij d . beinge halfe a pistolet 
Italiane or Spanyshe. For so save the Heuterius 
Delphicus, in the Historye of Burgundye, in 
the lyfe. of Philippe le hardye, lyving at that 
tyme, and Sonne to the Frenche kinge taken pri- 
soner by the Englishe. Heuterius' wordes be 
these: Illustris viri aliorumque nobilium mart 
aded Comitem commovit, vt relicta obsidione ex- 
ercitus ad commeatus ducendos in proximo, loca 
distribuerit. Decern millibus florenorum (moneta 
Belgica est semifistoletum Italicom pendens) pro 
Anglicani aliorumque nobilium cudaverum re- 
demptione, etc. 

Fo : 7. pa : 2. For unseriall -you will vs to . 
reade cerriall ; for cerrus is a kynde of tree lyke 
an oke, bearinge maste ; and therefore by your 
correctione yt sholde be "a garland of greene 
oke cerriall." ,But for the same reasone (be- 
cause cerrus ys a kynde of oke as y* also the 
it J?) I judge yt sholde not be redde cerriall, but 
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unseriail, that ys, (yf you will nedes have this 
worde cerriall,) a garland of greene okc not cer- 
riall, as who sholde saye she had a garland of 
greene oke, but notof the oke cerriall, and there- 
fore a garlande of oke unseriail, signifyinge a 
garlande that was freshe and greene, and not of 
dead wannyshe color as the oke cerriall in some 
parte ys. For the cerrus, being the tree whiche 
we comonly call the holme oke, (as Cooper also 
expounded) the ilex to be that which we call 
holme, ) produceth two kyndes ; whereof the one 
hathe greater, and the other lesser acornes ; whose 
leaves beinge somewhat greene on the one syde, 
and of an over-russett and darkyshe color on the 
other syde, were not mete for this garland of 
Emelye, whiche sholde be freshe and greene on 
everye parte, as were her younge and greene 
yeres, lyke to the goddesse to whome she sacry- 
fyced, and therefore a garland of greene oke 
unseriail; not beinge of oke cerriall. For yf 
yt had byn oke cerriall, yt wolde haue shewed 
duskyshe and as yt were of deadyshe leaves, an'd 
not freshe and orient as Chaucer wolde haue her 
garlande. And this for your expositione of un- 
seriail, in some parte; for I wolde suppose that 
this worde unseriail doth not vnaptly signifye 
perfectione of color : so that the having a gar- 
lande of greene oke unseriail, doth signyfye the 
oke to be grene and unseriail, that is, (as some 
do expounde this worde unseriail,) unsered, un- 
singed, unwithered, of freshe color, lyke unto 
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■the oke quercus whiche hath no sered nor withered 
color in his leafes. And yt was of nccessytye 
that Emelye (sacryfysinge to Diana) must liaue 8 
garlande of the greene oke quercus, because that . 
they whiche sacryfyced vnto Biana, otherwise 
called Hecate, (which name is attribute to Diana, 
as Natalia Comes affirmeth with Statius in his 
Achillea in his first booke sayinge, 

Sic vbi Tirgineia Hecate laaaata pharetru, < 

being Diana adorned with her bowe and arrowes, 
called also Trivia because Luna, Diana, and He- 
cate, were all one, whereof Virgil speaketh, 

Tergeminamqtie Hecaten, tria virginU ora Diana),) 

were adorned with a crowne of the greene oke 
quercus, because that Hecate was wont to be 
crowned therewith, as hath Pierius Vajerianus in 
his 51 booke of Hieroglgphes, gayinge, Hecate 
quoque qubbcd coronari solita est. For although 
quercus be consecrate to Jupiter, because he gave 
his oracles in the same in Sylva Dodonea, and 
therefore called Jupiter Dodoneus ;■ yet Antiqutye 
adorned and crowned Diana Hecate with the same 
crowne also. Wherefore I conclude, since Emelye 
bad a garlande of greene oke, (as Chaucer of 
purpose addeth that worde greene to explane urt- 
seriall, whiche signyfyeth unsered, unparched, 
unwithered in every parte, not lyke to the oke 
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cerriall, whose leafe on the one syde is duskysh* 
as though yt were somewhat withered,) that the 
same word unserialt must stand unamended, as 
well (as I sayed before) by youre 6wne correc- 
tione and the nature of the worde, as for that 
Diana, called' Hecate, was crowned with the oke 
qucrcus and not with the oke cerrus. But yf 
you obiecte to mee that, in this place, yt must 
be a garlande of oke cerriaU accordinge to the 
wordes of Chaucer in another place, because that 
he in The Flower and the Leafe (newely printed. 
by you) hath these wordes;. 

I see come first all in the ire cloke* white 
A companye that were for delightei 
Chapletts freshe of oke terriaU 
Newly ■pronge; and Trompetta they were all; 

I denye that therefore in the Kntghtes Tale yt 
must be oke serriall. For yt may well bee, that 
' suchmeane persons asTrompetts might be crowned 
with so base an oke as the serriall ys, whiche I 
call base in respecte of the oke guercus (dedi- 
cate to the god Jupiter) wherewithe Hecate was 
crowned, and whereof garlands were gyven to the 
Romans for their noble deserts in the wanes, as 
apperethe in the quernall crovme gyven to those 
whiche had Baved a cytyzen. Wherefore Chaucer 
dothe rightly (and of purpose with great iudg- 
ment in my conceyte) make a difference in the 
chaplettes of the Trompettes and the garlande of 
Emelye, in that the Trompetts chapletts were of 
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oke serriall newly spronge, and not come to per- 
fectione, whiche yet yf they had byn perfecte 
wolde not haiie byn so oryent and greene on both 
eydes as ys the oke quercus, wherewith he wolde 
haue this Emelye crowned; as was her goddess 
Hecate (to whom she dyd sacryfyce) accustomed 
■ to bee. For so in tymes past (as I sayed before) 
the sacryfycer should be adorned with garlandea 
of snche thinges, as were consecrate to the goddes 
to whome they sacryfyced. For whiche cause 
also I am not moved, though Caxtone in his se- 
cdnde editione do call yt an oke serriall For I 
knowe (notwithstandinge his fayre prologe of 
printing that by a true copye) there be manye 
imperfections in that Booke. 

Fo: 9. pa: 1. For every e you will ustoreade 
tyiher. But the aence ys good, as well that they 
dyd ryde on everye syde of hym, as of eyther 
«yde of hym. For they bothe coulde not ryde of 
everye syde of hym, no more than they both 
coulde ryde of eyther syde of him ; and therefore 
they two ryding on everye side of hym, canne 
haue none other constructione than that the one 
did ryde of the one syde and the other on the 
other side. And therefore an over-nice correc- 
tione, thoughe some coppies do warranty!. 

Fo: 10. pa: 1. For save only the intellecte, 
you wouMe haue us to reade " and also the in- 
tellecte," -But yf you well consider the wordes 
of Chaucer, (as I haue donne in all the written 
copyes whiche 1 haue yet seene,) his meaniiigc 
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ys not that the inteUecte was wholy gonne, as yt 
wolde bee yf you sholde reade " and also the in- 
teUecte" for " save only the iutellecte." For 
Chaucers meaninge ys, that all his strength and 
vitall spirites aboute his outwarde partes were 
gonne, save only the intellecte or vnderstandinge, 
whiche retnayned sounde and good, as apperethe 
after by the followinge wordes: For when deathe 
approched, and that all outwarde senses fayled, 
he [Arcite] yet cast eye vppon Emelye, remem- 
bringe her, though the cheifest vitall spirit of his 
heart and his atrengthe were gonne from hym. 
But he coulde not haue cast his eye vppon 
Emelye, yf his intellecte had fayled hym. Yet 
yfyouliste to reade " and also the intellecte," 
yt may after a sorte Bomewhat be bome withall, 
notwithstandinge that a pointe at strength is 
loste; and a parenthesis (Save only the intellecte, 
without more,) will make the sence good in this 
sort as I have here pointed yt : 

And yet moreouer from hi* armes two- 
The vitall strengths is lost; and all agoo 
(Save only the intellecte without more) 
That dwelleth in his hart sicke and sore 
Gan faylen: When the hart felt dealh &c 

Fo: 10. pa : 2. For armes straughte you wolde 

" reade yt kaughte ; when straughte is more sig- 

nyficant (and more answerable to Chaucers wordes 

whiche followeth) than haughte ys. For he 

speaketh of the bredth and spredinge of the 
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houghes or armes or branches of the tree, whiche 
this worde straughte doth signyfye, and is more 
aptlye sett downe for stretclted than this word 
haughte, whiche signyfyeth catchinge holde, or 
holdinge faste, or (yf you will streyne yt againste 
his nature) stretching on heigh; whiche agreeth 
not well with Chaucers meanynge. For these be 
his wordcs : 

And twentye Gidome of bredth arme» straughte; 
That is to say, the boughes were so broad, &c. 

Fo: II. pa: 1. For all forgotten is his vas- 
salage, you wolde haue vs reade " for all for- 
gotten is iheii his visage;" a thinge mere im- 
pertinente. For the forgettinge of his visage 
and personage is not material!, nor [is ' it] re- 
garded of anye to haue his face forgotten; but yt 
is muche materiall (and so ys Chaucers mean- 
ynge) that his vassalage, and the good service 
donne in his youthe, shold be forgotten when he 
waxethe olde. And therefore yt must be " his 
vassalage forgotten;" as presently after Chaucer 
sayeth, Better for a manne to dye when he is 
yonge, and his honor in price, than when he is 
olde, and the service of his youthe forgotten ; 
whiche I coutde dilate and prove by manye ex- 
amples ; but I cannott stande lpnge vppon euerye 
pointe, as well for that I wolde not be tedious 
vnto you, as for that leysure serveth me not there- 
unto. 
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Fo: 13. pa: 1. For lathe you bidde vg reade 
leefe; which annotacione ncded not to haue bya 
there sett downe, because the verye worde in the 
teste is lefe. 

Fo: 14. pa: 1. For knocked you reade coughs 
ed; but, the circumstance considered, (although 
they may both stande,) yt is more probable that 
he [Absolon] knocked at her f/the Carpenter's 
wife's] windowe, than that he coughed. For al- 
though those wordes " with a semely sownde" 
may haue relation to the voyce, yet they may a«* 
well and with as much consonancye haue reference 
-to a semely and gentle kynde of knockinge at the 
windowe as to the voyce; and so his meanynge 
was by that sounde to wake her, whiche wolde 
rather be by the noyse of a knocke.. than of a 
-coughe. For so he determyned before to knocke, 
as apperethe in these verses, when he sayed, 

So note I thme, I shall at cocke* crow 
Full privily knocke at his windowe; 

And so apperethe by the Tale afterwards that he 
knocked, as he did before, although he coughed 
also at the latter tyrae; for he knocked twyce. . 
v Fo : 33. pa : 2. For Surry t you read Russye. 
True yt is, that some written copies haue Russye, 
and some Surrye. And therefore indifferent after 
the written copies, and some auncient printed 
copies before my fathers editione. But yf I shall 
interpone my opynione, I wolde more willingly 
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(for th» tyme) receve Surrey; because yt it 
most tykelye that the Tartarians whiche dwelt at 
Sera (a place yet well knowen, and bordering 
vppon the lake Mare Caspium,) are nerer to 
Sfwia or the countryes adioynynge called Syria, 
than to Russia. For as Hato the Armeniane, in 
bis Tartarian Hisforye, sayetb, the cyttye of Sara 
was auncyently the. famous cyttye of the country© 
of Cumania; and the Tartarians obteyned the 
kingdome of Syria in the yere IftiO, whiche must 
be in the tyme of the fyrst Tartarian emperor 
called Caius carme, beinge (as I suppose) be 
wbome Chaucer nameth Cambiuscan, for so y» 
fit in} the written copies, such affynytye is there 
betwene those two names. And, as I gather, y t 
was after that tyme that the Tartarians bad warre* 
in Russia. But 1 leave yt indifferent at this tyme, 
meanynge further to consider of yt. 

Fo : 31. pa: %. For these wordes, " that may 
not save naye," you reade " there may no wighte 
say nay e." Both whiche are good, and both fouode 
in written copies; and yet the firste will better' 
utande, in my conceyte; because £the king of 
' Faerie] there speakinge to his wyfe, he urgetb 
her that she cannott denye yt, because you know*.' 
yt and experience teacheth yt; bo that these 
wordes, " that cannott say naye," most be taken 
M spoken of bis wyfes knowledge, and so as good' 
or rather better than " there may no wighte saye 
naye;" consideringe that these wordes **. that 
f ' eaiinott saye naye," do aignyfye " iritae cannott; 
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saye naye," in such sorte that this relatyve (that) 
meanynge Cishoe) must haue reference to his 
anteoedente, i. e. this worde toyfe. 

Fo : 35. pa : 2. For " He cleped yt Valerye 
and Theophraste," you saye some wolde haue vs 
reade " Valery and his Paraphraste." But as you 
haue left yt at libertee to the reader to iudge, go 
I thinke yt must nedes be Theophraste, as the 
author [of] Policraticon in his eighte booke, ca- 
ll, (from whome Chaucer borrowethe almost 
worde for worde a great parte of the Wyfe of 
Bathes Protoge,) doth vouche yt. For the au- 
thor of that booke, Johannes Sarisburiensis, lyvinge 
in the tyme of Henrye the seconde, sayethe, Fer- 
tur autkore Hieronimo Aureolns Theophrasti 
liber de nuptiis, in quo quaritur an vir sapiens 
ducat vxorem, etc. And the Frenche Molinet, 
moralizinge the Romant of the Rose, and turnynge 
it out of verse into prose, writeth. Ha si i'eusse creu 
Theophraste, &c. Oh, yf I had beleved Theo- 
phraste, I had never maried womanne; for he 
doth not holde hym wise that marieth anye wo- 
manne, be she fayre, foule, poore, orriche; as 
he sayeth in his booke Aureolle; whiche verye 
wordes Chaucer doth recyte. 

Fo: 38. pa: 2. For this worde Countrye you 
wSI vs to reade Coventrye. But in my written 
copies yt is, " in my Countrye," whiche I holde 
the truer and for the sence as good yf not better. 

Fo: 41. pa: 1. This worde makethe is cor-* 
reeled by you, who for the same do place leakethe; 
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wbiche carinott well stande. For Chaucers, wordes 
being, " this maketh the fende," do signyfye (by 
a true conuersione after the dialecte of our tongue, 
whiche with beantye vseth suche transmutacione 
as I coulde gyve you many pretye instances of,) 
that the sence thereof ys, ." the fende makethe 
this." For whiche Chaucer vseth these wordes 
by transpositione, according^ to the rhetoricall 
figure Hyperbaton. *' This makethe the fende:" 
Whiche this? Anger: for that cometh, ys made, 
or occasioned, by the devill. But yf yt sholde be 
wakettie, then roust the sence bee, that this (whiche 
is the anger he speakethe of before) waketh the 
fende; whiche oure offences cannot do; because 
he cannott be waked, in that he neyther slum- 
breth nor slepetb, but alwayes watcheth and 
howrely seeketh occasione to destroye us, lyke a 
roringe lyone. But yf you will nedes saye " this 
waketh the fende," that is, by conuersione after 
this manner, "the fende waketh this," whiche 
aignyryeth the fende -waketh or styrreth this in 
manne; yt may, after a harde and over-streyned 
sorte, bearesome sence, whiche yet hath not that 
energye, spirit, or. lyfe, which haue Chancers 
wordes, " this maketh the fende." Whiche wprdes 
are in my written copies, and in all written and* 
auncient printed copies whiche I have yet scene. 

Fo: 96. pa: 3. Vppon these wordes, " O 
Hughe of Lincolne sleyne also. Sec" You saye, 
that in the29. H. 3. eightene Jewes were broughte 
from Lincolne, and hanged for crucyfyinge a childe 
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of eight yeres olde. Whiche facte Was tn the $9. 
H. 3. so that you mighte verye well haue sayed, 
that the same childe of eighte yeres olde was the 
same Hughe of Lincolne; of whiche name there 
were twoe, viz. thys younger Seinte Hughe, and 
Seinte Hughe bishoppe of Lincolne, whiche dyed 
in the yere 1200, long before this Iitle Seinte 
Hughe. And to prove [that] this childe of eighte 
yeres olde and that yonge Hughe of Lincolne 
were but one^ I will sett downe two. auctoryties 
out of Mathewe Paris and Walsinghame; whereof 
the fyrste wryteth, that in the yere of Christe 
J955, beinge the 39. of Henrye the 3, a childe 
called Hughe was sleyne by the Jewes at Lyn- 
colne, whose lamentable historye he delyvereth 
at large ; and further, in the yere 1236, being 
40. Hen. 3, he sayeth, IXmisst sunt quieti 24 
Judai a Turri London, qui ibidem infames tenc 
bantur compediti pro crucifixions saTscti Hcgonw 
Lincolne! All whiche Thomas Walsingham, in 
Hypodigma Neu&tria, confirmeth; sayinge, A*. 
1255. Puer ouidam Christianas f nomine Hugo, 
<i Judasis captus, in opprobrium Christian! no- 
minis cradelitir est cfucifixus. 

Fo: 86. pa: 1. [Where the sumie is in his as* 
tttiwione, &c.j You will .us to reade for the same, 



Ware the smme in his a 

Me fynde you not replete ef humus- htttc, 

¥ca yf yt dot, &c 
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But, saving correctione, the former sence is good: 
for these wordes, Where the sunne is in his as 
cen$tone t must haue relatione to the wordes of the 
verse before, 

Ye be righte colericke of compkxione; ' 

and then is the sence, that she [the fair Pertelote] 
willed hym to purge, for that he was righte (that is,' 
extremelye and in the highest degree) colericke of 
complexione, where (whichesignyfyethxufcm) the 
sunne is in his ascensione. Wherefore he must 
take heede, that he did aiot fynde hym repleate 
(at that tyme of the sunnes being in his ascen- 
sione) of hotte humors; for yf he did, he shoulde 
surelye haue an ague. And this will stand with 
the wordes Where the sunne is in Ms ascensione, 
taking where for when, as yt is often vsed. But 
yf you mislyke that glosse, and will begyn one 
new sence, as yt is in some written copies, and 
saye, Ware the sunne in his ascensione ne fynde 
you not repleate, &c: yet yt cannott bee that the 
other wordes, for yf yt doe, canne answer the 
same, because this pronoune relative yt cannot 
haue relatione to' this worde you, which wente be- 
fore in the lyne, Ne fynde you not repleate of 
humors hotte. So that yf you will hedes reade 
ware for where, yet the other parte of- the fol- 
lowinge verse must nedes be, " for yf'you doe," 
and not '■''for yf yt doe;" vnlesse you will saye 
that this worde yt must haue relatione to 'these 

¥ 

Digitize h,G0OgIe 



66 FRANCIS THYNNK'S 

wordes, the sunne in hi&A&cen&ione, whiche yt can* 
nott have, those wordes goinge two lynes before* 
and the pronoune you interposed betwene the 
same and that his correlative yt. Wherefore these 
wordes, for yf yt doe, must nedes stande as they 
did before, though you will correcte " Where the 
sunne &c." and saye " Ware the sunne &c." 
Whiche yf you will nedes haue, you must cor- 
recte the rest in this sorte: 



Ware the sunne in hie a 

Thatyt fynde you not repleat of humors hotte. 

For yf y t doe, &c 

But this correctione (savinge, as I sayed, correc- 
tions, ) semeth not so good as the former texte. 

Fol : 86. pa : 2. Vppon these wordes, Lo, in 
the lyfe of Kenelme -we reade, you saye that Ke- 
nelme was sleyne by his sister Qpenda ; whiche 
shouMe be Qjiendrida ; as Williame of Malms- 
berye and Ingulphus have. Whiche Quendrida 
dothe signyfye Quene Drida; as the author of the 
Antiquytyes of Seint Albons and of the Abbotts 
thereof (supposed to be Mathewe Paris) dothe 
expounde yt. For that author, speakinge of the 
wyfe of Offa the greate kinge of Mercta, (a wicked 
and proude womanne because she was of the 
stocke of Charles the greate,) dothe saye, that 
she was called Drida, and being the king* 
wyfe wm termed Quendrida, id est? Regius 
Drida. 
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Fo: ■87. p : 1. Vppon these wordes of Tauru$ 
wasfortye degrees and one, you saye that this 
place ys misprinted, as well in not namynge of 
the signe, as of the misreckonynge of the de- 
grees, that the two and twentye of Marche the 
Sonne is in Aries, and that but eleven degrees or 
thereabbutes, and hathe in all but thirty e degrees. 
In whiche, in seminge to correcte the former 
printe (whiche iri truthe deseruethe amendement, 
but not in that order,') you seme to mee to erre> 
as farre as heauen ahderthe, in mistakinge Chan- 
cers meanyngeahd his wordes, as well for the 
daye of the monmej asfor'the signe. , For where 
you suppose that Chaucer meanethe the two and 
twentithe daye of Marche, you mistake yr. For 
although yt should be the 23 of the monthe, as 
the printed booke hathe; yet canne yt not be the 
S3 daye of Marche, but must of necessytye be 
the two and twentythe of Aprille; and so the 
signe Taurus trulye named. But first I must 
■saye, the number "of the dayes is misprinted; for 
where yt is twentye dayes and two, yt must be 
(and so are ray written copies) thirtye dayes and 
two; whiche must be the seconde of Maye, as 
you shall well see by the wordes of Chaucer. For 
whether you reckon thirtye two dayes, withe the 
truthe, as hathe the written copye; or twentye 
two dayes, with the printe; yet must you be- 
gynne to reckon them from after the lastof Marche. 
For so dothe Chaucer; sayinge Marche was com 
pleate, in these wordes : 
f3 
- 
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When the monthe in whiche the wijrlde began, 
That night March, when Cod first made man, 
Was complete, and passed were also 
Since Marche byganne, be. ' 



Whereby, you see, that you must, begynne to 
reckon the, number of dayes from the tyme of 
Marche complete; and then woulde the signe faJJ 
out to be in. Tour us. Yf .you hpWe you to the 
printe for the 22 daye .after Marche, which is 
'the 22 daye of A prill in which, the sunne is abeute 
xi degrees in Taurus;, or to the written copye. 
of thirty e two dayes, which, js the seconde. of 
Maye at what tyme the sunne ys also aboutesome 
xxi degrees in Taurus; the signe is not misrecr 
koned or misnamed, as you suppose. Neither 
canne these wordes, Since Marche beganne, hejpe 
you to reckon them from the begynnynge of 
Marcc, as you seme. to doo; because they must 
answere and be agreeable to the former wordes of 
Chaucer, whiche sayethe Marche was complete; 
and, for that we shoulde not doubte thereof, he 
addethe also farther, and passed were also since 
Marche beganne; where the worde beganne ys 
misprinted for begonne, that is, since Marche be 
gonne, this word begonne being put for is gonne, 
or gonne by, or departed. So that the genuyne 
sence thereof is, When March was complete, and 
also were passed, since March is gonne, or gonne 
by, or departed. For, in many olde Engljshe 
wordes, this syllable be is sett before; to. make 
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yt more signyficant, and of force; as for monir' , • 
we sayebemone ; 'for sprincled, besprincied;^^ 
dtwed, bedewed, &c. as in this case for gonrie ys : 
sett downe begonne. But although there be no' 
misnaminge of the signe, yet yt is true the de- :: 
grees of the signe are misreckohed; the error' 
whereof grewe, because the degree of the signe' 
is made' equall with the degree of the s'urine as-- 
cended above the horizon, being* at that iy me' 
xli degrees in heighte from the horizon. But to' 
remedye all this, and to corfecte yt accordinge 
as Chaucer sett yt downe in myne and other writ- 
ten copies; and that yt may stande with all ma- 
thematical! proportione, whiche Chaucer knewe- 
and observed there ; the print must be corrected 
after those written copies (whiche 1 yet hblde for 
sounde till I maye disprove them) having these ; . 
wordes : 



When that the month in whiche the worlde beganne. 

That hight Marche, when God first made tnanne. 

Was complete, and passed were also 

Since Marche begonne thirty dayes and two; 

Befell that Chantedlere in all bis pride. 

Hit men wives walkinge him beside. 

Cute yp bis eyen to the bright sumw, 

. That in the signe of Taurus' had yruune 
Twentye degrees and one and somewhat more; 
And knewe by kynde and by none other lore 
That yt was pryme, and crewe with blisful Steven: 
The sunne, quoth he, is clomben vp on heaven 

' Forty* degree* and one, and mere, ywii, &c 
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And that this shouMe be raente xxsij dayes after 
Maicbe, and the seconde of Maye, there be manye . 
reasons, besides those that Chaucer nameth; 
wjhich are, that the sunne was cot farre from, the , 
middle of his ascensione, and in the signe Taurus, . 
Further, since I- am now in Chanteclere's dis- 
course, I most speake of qne worde in the same 
deservinge correctione, whiche I see you over- 
lapped. And because I thinke you knewe not 
what to make of yt, (as indede by the printinge 
few menne canne vnderstand yt,) I will sett 
downe the correctione of the same; being the 
worde Meretvricke, farr corrupted for Mercen* 
ricke, in Saxon TOenecenjiyke which is the king- 
dome of Mercia; for so was Kenelme the sonae, 
andKenulphus-the father, both kiuges of Mercia; 
the one reignynge 36 yeres, and the other mur- 
dred by his sister Quendrida, as ys before noted. 
And that yt is the kingdome of Mercia, the ety- 
mon of the worde doth teache; for nyk in the 
Saxon tongue signyfyeth a kingdome; menccn 
atgnyfyeth markes or boundes or marches of coun- 
try cs; So that Mercenrickt is regnum Mercits, 
or the kingdome of Merely or of the boundes so 
called, because all the other Saxons bounded 
vppon the same, and that lykewise vppon then); 
since that kingdome did lye in the middle of Eng- 
land, and conteyned most of the shires thereof. 

Fo ; 90, pa ; %, For pilloure you will vs to 
reade peUyre, signifyinge furres. But although 
the Clersye v.are furret, and wme of them had 
6 
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their outwarde ornamentes thereof when they 
tame to their service, as the Chanons had their 
grey amines; yet in this place, to shewe the 
proude and stately ensignes of the Clergye, he 
there nameth the Popes crowne, and the Cardi- 
nails pilloures, yf I be not deceved. For euery 
Cardinall had, for parte of his honorable ensignes 
borne before hym, certein silver pillars ; as had 
Cardinall Wolsey, in the tyme of kinge Henrye 
the eighte; and Cardinall Pole, in my memory. 
So that pUloure in that place is better than pel- 
lure; because pilloures were a note of more 
pride and maiestye (against whiche the P|ow- 
manne dothe enveye in those wordes, ) than in the ' 
wearinge of furres. 

Fo: 90. pa: 2. For tbesewordes, With change of 
many manner of meates, you woulde have vs reade. 
They cote of many manner ofmeates. Touchinge 
whiche*. although the sence stande well, yet sure 
Chaucer followeth this matter in many staves toge- 
ther with this prepositione cum, (with,) and this 
coniunctionetf, (and;)— -as, " With pride misledd 
the poore, and with money filled manye a male, &c." 
so he contynuethe yt still with that prepositione, 
" with change of many ■ meates ;" whiche is as 
good as the other; for euery one knoweth Chau- 
cers meanynge to be that they eate of many 
meates, when they haue change of many meates; 
for why shojlde they haue change of meates, but 
Cor varyetyc to please the palates taste in eatynge. 
In the next stafle, for myU rs mat then am or fw 



,7B FRANCIS tbymne's 

you teache vs to reade, " myters they weare mo 
then one or two;" whiche, methinkethe, nedeth not. 
For the wearinge of their myters is included in 
these wordes, And myters more then one or two. 
Whiche wordes are curteyled for the verse his 
cause, that the same mighte kepe an equall pro- 
portone and decorum in the verse, whiche would 
be lengthened one foote or sillable more than the 
other verses, yf your readinge shoulde stande. 
But yf you saye, that in this and other thinges I 
am overstreyghte-laced and too obstinately bente 
to defende the former printed editione, in that I 
woulde rather allowe an imperfect sence, and 
suche as must be vnderstoode when yt ys not fully 
expressed, than a plain style; I will answere withe 
a grounde of the lawe, qttbdfruttra fit per phtra 
quod fieri potest per pauciora, and quod subin- 
telligitur non deest. Wherefore yt is nedelesse 
to make that, playner by additone of wordes, N 
when yt maye be as well conceyved in any rea- 
sonable mens vnderstandinge without such addi- 
tene. But on these and suche petit matters, I 
■will not nowe longe insiste, (being things of no 
greate momente,) vntill I haue further examyned 
more written copyes to trye, whether wee shall 
reade the olde teste or your newe conectione. 

Fo: 123. pa: 2. The lordes sonne'of Wind- 
sore. Vppon these wordes you saye, this maye 
seme strange bothe in respecte that yt is not in 
the Frenche, as also for that there wai no lorde 
Windsor* at those dayes. But yt seneth to mo 
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-more strange that these wordes shoulde seme 
strange to you, not to be in the Frenche, where 
you shall rynde them. For thus hathe the Frenche 
written Romante, as maye appere in the old' 
Frenche vsedat the tyme when the Romante was 
composed/ urthis sorte: 

Pris a Franchise lez alez 
Ne sai coment est appellee, 
Beaus est et genz, ae il fut ores 
Fuiz au seigneur de Guindesores: 

Whiche is thus englished: Next to Franchise 
•xent a young bacheler, I knowe not Iwwe he 
was called, he was fayre and gentle, as yf he 
had byn sonne to the lorde of Windsore Where 
in olde Frenche this word /ate (vsed here as in 
manye places of that booke) is placed for that 
whiche we wryte and pronounce at this daye for 
fil% or jitz, in Englishe sonne. And that it is 
here so mente, you shall see in the Romante of 
the Rose turned into prose, moralized by the 
French Molinet, and printed at Paris in the yere 
1521, who hathe the same verses in these wordes 
in prose: A Franchise s'estoit prins vn ieune 
bacheler de qui ne scay le name, fort belli en son 
temps filz du seigneur e de Gutndesore. Whiche 
you mighte have well seene, had you but remem- 
bered their orthographie, and 'that the Latyne, 
Italiane, Frenche, and Spanyshe have no doble w,' 
as the Dutche, the Englishe, and suche as haue any- 
nytye with the Dutche; since they vse for doble. is 
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(a letter comonc to vs) these two letters gu, as 
in Gttltetmus, which -ve wiyte Willielmua; in 
guerro, which we call and write worrt ; in Gua/- 
*m«, which we write Walter; in guardeine,. 
which we pronounce and write viardeyne; and 
suche Jyke; accordinge to whiche in the Frenche 
yt is Guindesore for Windesore. For your other 
contectures, why that Chaucer shoulde inserte 
the lordes son of Windesore, they are of no great 
momente; neque adhuc constat that Chaucer 
translated the Roraante, when Windsor Castle wag 
in buildinge. For then I suppose that Chaucer 
was hut younge; whereon I will not stande at 
this tyme, no more than I will that there was no 
lord Windsore in those dayes ; although I suppose 
that Sir William Windsore, being then a worthye 
knighte and of great auctorytye in Englande and 
in the partes beyond the seas vnder the kinge of 
Englande, mighte he lord Windsore, of whom the 
Frenche tooke notice, being in those partes, and 
by them called seigneure de Windesore, as euery 
geueriuyr was, called seigneure emongst them. 
But. whether he were a baron or no in Englande, 
I cannott yet saye; because I haue not my booke 
of Somons of Barons, to Parliamente in my handea 
at this instante. 

Fo: 171. pa: 2. By ordalt, &c. Vppon whiche 
you write thus. " Ordalia is a tryall of chastytye, 
through the fyre, as did Emma, mother of the 
Confessor; or ells over hotte burnynge coulters. 
of yron, barefooie, at did Cunegunde, &c." But 
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in tliis deseribinge definitione you have comytted 

manye im perfecting. Fjrat, that vtdatt was a 
try alt by fyre, whiche is hut a species of the 
ordall ; for ordalium was a tryall by Jyre and 
•staler. Secondlye, that yt was a [tryall of ckas~ 
ttty, whiche was but parcell thereof; for the 
ordall was* tryal! for manye other matters. Third- 
lye, you saye yt was by going? through the fyre, 
when the fyery .ordall was onlye by goinge on 
hotte shares or coulters, or by holdinge a hotte 
pece of yrone in the . bande, and not going 
through the fyre. Fourthlye, that Emma, mother/ 
to Edwarde the Confessor, receved this tryall by 
goinge through the iyre: but she passed not 
through the fyre as you bringe her for an ex- 
ample of your ordall, but passed barefoote vppon 
nyne bumynge shares, fowre for her selfe,*and 
fyve for Alwyne bishoppe of Winchester, with 
whome she was suspected of incontyneacye ; 
whiche hkiorye you maye see at large in Ranul- 
phus Higden* in his Poller onicon, li: 6. ca: 23* 
and in other authors; of whiche ordall I coulde 
make a longe and no comone discourse; of the 
manner of consecrating the fyre and water; how 
yt was vsed emongst the Saxons before, and the 
Normans since, the Cooqueste; and of many 
other thinges belonging vnto yt. But 1 will 
passe them ouer, and onlye deliver to you a; 
(hinge knowen to fewe; how this ordall was con- 
tynued in Bnglande in the tyme of kinge Johne, 
as appereth in Claus. 17. Johls, m. 25, vntill 
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yt was taken aw/aye by the Courte of Rome; and 
after that, in Eriglande, by the auctorytye of 
kinge Henrye the tliirde, whereof you shall fynde' 
in the Towre Patent. 3: H. 3. mem. 5, where yt' 
gpeakethe of iudgmente and tryall by fyre and 
water to be forbydderi by the Church of Rome, and 
that yt shoulde not be vsed here in Englande ; a* 
■pperethe in the Wordes of that record : litis verd 
qui mediis criminibws rectatl sunt, et quibus 
competeret indicium ignis •eel aqua si non esstt 
prohibitum, et de quibus si regnum nostrum 
abiurarent nulla fieret postea maleficiendi sus- 
pitio, regnum nostrum abiureht &c. 

To : 246. pa : 1 . Speaking of the storke, you 
saye that Chancers wordes " wreaker of adulterye'* 
shoulde rather be " bewraver of adulterye;" 
whiche in truth accordinge to one propryerye' of 
his nature may be as you saye, but according to 
another propryetye of his nature yt should be 
" the wreaker of adulterye," as Chaucer hathe 
h ; for he ys a greater -wreaker of the adulterye 
of his owne kynde and female than the bewraver 
of the adulterye of another kynde, and of his 
hostesse on the toppe of whose howse he har- 
boreth. For Aristotle sayeth (and Bartholomeus 
de proprietatibus rerum, li: 13. cap. 8. with 
many other auctors) that yf the storke by any 
meanes perceve that his female hath braked 
epousehedde, he will no more dwell with her, 
but stryketh and so cruelly beateth her, that he 
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wHI not surcease vntill he hathe killed her yf he 
rnaye, to wreake and revenge that adulterye. 

These and suche lyke in my conceyte are'woi" 
tkje to be touched in yp.ur, Annotacc>ns, besides 
other matters whiche you haue not handled; where- 
of (became tyjoe require the after all this tedious 
treatyce to drawe to an endc) I will not now 
Create; but oniye speake a litle more.. of nrvt 

BSPHC1ALJ, THiMSB* WORTHYEvTpB ANIMApVBRSOHlt 

Of whiche thb ftthstb ys, that you' make the 
Plowmans Tale to go aext before the Person* 
<fale, sufferi^ the Persons corrupted Prologutf 
to passe with. this begynnynge, -By-thai the.I>law-' 
mannc Had hi& Tale ended- when" all written; 
copies, (whiche. I coulde yet see,) and my fa- 
thers editione, haue .yt, By that the Manciple: 
had his Tale ended. Arid because my father 
coulde not see by any. Prologues of the other 
Tales, (whiche for the most. parte shewe the den 
pendancy e of one Tale vppon another, ) where to 
place the Plowmans Tale, he putt yt after the 
Persons Tale., whiche, by Chancers owhe wordes; 
was the last Tale; as apperethe by the Persons 
Prologue, -where the hoste sayeth, that eucry, 
mannc had tolde Ms Tale before. So that the 
Plowmans Tale must be sett in some other place 
before: the Manciple and Persons Tale, and not 
as yt ys in the last editOne. 

Another things ys, that yt would be good that 
Chaucers proper Workes were distinguished from 
the adulterat and suche as were not his; as the. 
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Testammte of Cressyde, the Letter of Cwpide, 
and the Balade begynnynge I have a lodge 
vhefeao she he, &c. whiche Chaucer never com- 
posed, as may sufficiftntlye he proved-' by the 
s things themselves. 

Hie thmdh matter ys, that in youre epistle de- 
dicatorye to Sir Itoberte Cecil you saye, " This 
Beolte'when yt was first published in printe was 
dedicate to kinge Henrye the eighte." Bnt that 
isbot so. For the firste dedication* to that binge 
was by my rather, whett diverse of Chancers 
Workes-'had byn thrise printed bejfore; whereof 
twt editions were by Witlm Caxtone, the finite 
{winter of Eng4ande, who first printed Chaucers 
Tales in one coiumne in a ragged letter, and 
after in one oolumne in a better order; and the 
tbirde editione was printed, as farre as I remem- 
ber, by Winkin de Worde or Rkharde Pinson, 
die seconde and thirde printers of Englande, as 
I take them. Whiche three editons beinge verye 
rmperfecte and corrupte occasioned my father 
(for the love he oughte to Chaucers learnyng) 
to seeke the augmente and correctone of Chau- 
cers Wbrkes, whiche he happily fynyshed; the 
Came being, since that tyme, by often printing 
much corrupted. Of this matter 1 should* have 
spuken first of all, because yt is (he first imper- 
fecttme of your paynfull and comendable labors. 
Yet because the proverb ys Better late than 
never, I hold yt better to speake of yt here then 
tot Mall. " . ■ 
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The FomrrnE things ye, that, in the Catalogue 
of the Auctoi-9, you haue omitted many aufctors 
vouched by Chaucer; and therefore did rightlye 
intitie yt, Most, and not All, of the Auctors cited 
by Geffrye Chaucer. 

The pyftb matter ys in the Romanic of /fee 
Boat, lb, 144, that the worde Har okks fbr Ha- 
voltes] in this verse, 

roust, by a metathesis or transpositione of die let- 
ters, be Harlotes, and not Haroltes, and the verse 
thus. 

My kioge of Sarbtet (Halt thou be. 

And so ys yt in the editOne of Chaucer's Work& 
printed in anno Domini 1542, accordinge to the 
Frenche raoralizatione of Molinet, fo. 149. where 
he is called " roye des Bibauldes," whiche is. 
the kinge of RibaMes or Harlottes or erill and 
wicked persons ; an officer of great accompte in 
tymes paste, (and yet vsed in the Cowte of 
France but by another name,) in some parte be- 
inge the office of the marshal!' of Englande. All 
whiche,. because you shall not thinke I dreame, 
(though yt may seme strange to the ignorant t» 
have so greate an officer intituled of suche base 
persons as to be called fringe or governor of Rv- 
tmiMes,) you shall haare Jones Tyllius (in ha 
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secoflde bookie De Rebus Gallicia vnder the title 
de prefecto pretorio regis) confirme in these 
vrordes: In domestids re gum constitutionibus, 
quos proximo capite nominavimus, Jit mentio 
regis rihaldorom, officii domestici, quern semper 
oportet stare extra port am pretorii, &c. And a 
Jitle after die explanynge of their office, he add- 
eth; sic autem appellantur, quia iam turn ho- 
mines perditi hibaldi, et ribaldx mulieres puel- 
tceque perditce vocantur. Regis homes gtiperioH 
aut iudici tribuitur, qucmadmodum magnus 
-Gubioularhu dicitur Rex Mercatorwn, &c. 
Where .he maketh the Begem Ribaldorum an ho- 
norable officer for manye causes, as Vincentius 
Luparius in his fyrste booke of the Magistrates 
of France doth also, vnder the title of Rex Ri- 
baldorum et Provostus Hospitii; makinge the 
iudex pretorianus and. this rex ribaldorum or 
provostus hospitii to seme all one; addinge fur- 
ther (after manye other honorable partes belong- 
inge to this office) that meretricious aulicis hot- 
pitia assignare solebat: In whiche puinte, bothe 
for orderinge and correctinge the harlottes and 
evill persons followinge the Courte of Englande, 
{whiche is the duty of the Marshall,) the Frenche 
and wee agree. Wherefore, touching that parte, 
you shall heare somewhat of the Marshall** office 
sett downe and founde in the Customes, whiche 
-Thomas of Brothertone (sonne to kinge JJdwarde 
the fyrste) challenged to bis office of Mar- 
•halrye; where, emongst other thinges, are these 
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wordes: Eorum (whirhe was of the Marshall* 
deputyes execufinge that he should ells do 
hym selfe) virgatam a meretricihis prohibere et 
deliberare; et habet, e"x consuetudine, Maris- 
callus ex qualibet raeretrice communi infra metas 
hospitii inventa iiij' 1 . primo die. Qute, si iterum 
inventa in Balllva aud inveniatur, capiaiur; et 
coram Senesckallo Uthtbeantur ei hospitia Regis 
et Regime et liberorum suorum, ne iterum ingre- 
diatur t &c. And so afterwarde sliewethe what 
shall be done to those women, yf (hey be founde 
agayne in the Kinges Courte, in suche sorte, that, 
as by Tillius, this Rex Ribaldorum his auctorytye 
was over homines perditos, mulieres puellasquc 
perditas: And that yt was, by Luparius, to assigne 
to Ribaldes lodginge oiit of the Courte, (for so 
modestye willeth vs to vnderstande, because they 
should not ofTende and infecte the' Courte with 
their sighte and manners,) so ys yt our Marshallg 
office to banyshe those harlottes the Courte, and 
bestowe them in some other place, where they 
might be lesse annoyance. Wherefore I conclude 
with the Frenche, and the former editOne of 
Chaucer in the yere of Christe 1542, that False 
Semblance was of righte to be made kinge of 
Harlottes, who woulde mightely be offended to 
haue them holden of the conditions of False 
Semblance. Nowe here be nnga in the Romante 
of the Rote, 1 cannott (as the proverb ys) take 
my hand from the table, fyndinge so manye over- 
sightes in the two last editiones, but must speak* 

G 
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of one thing more, deserving correction*, In 
these wordes of the Romante, fo. 1 16 of the last 
impressOne : 

Amidde taw I Hate stonde. 
That for wralhe and yre and onde 
Semed to be a Minorate; 

Where this worde Minoresse shoulde he Mq? 
iteresse, signyfyinge a mover or starrer to da- 
bate. Far these be the Frenche verses in the 
oldest written copye that euer was to \te founde 
in Englande, yf my coniecture fayle me not, by 
the age of the Frenche wordes, which are these; 

N 

Euz euz le milieu w Hayne, 
Qui de courouz et dataya 
Sembla bien ettre tnoueraic, 
Et courouse et teucerreaae. 

Beinge thus englyshed, as of righte they oughte^ 
•ccordinge to the Frenche; 

Airiydde nve I Hate itonde. 
That of wrathe and yrc and onde 
Seined veil to be moooertue, 
An angry jvighte and, chydereaw, 

Whiche word moQveresse tha learned Molinct, itf 
his moralization of that Romant, doth turne intq 
ducteresse, a leader or leadretu; so that they 
ftgree yt shoulde nof be a minoresse, but a matyt 
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verase or leadresse of and to anger and yre; 
anye of whose woides will aa well and rather 
better fitt the sence and verse of Chaucer, and 
better answer the Frenche originall and mean- 
ynge, than the inserted worde Minoresse. 

Thus hoping that you will accepte in good and 
frendlye parte these my whatsoever conceytes 
vttered vnto you, to the ende Chaucers Workes 
by much conference and many mdgmentes mighte 
«t lengthe obteyne their true perfectcne and 
glorye, as I rruste they shall, yf yt please God to 
lend me tyme and leysure to reprinte, correcte, 
and comente the same after the manner of the 
Italians who have largely comented Petrarch; I 
sett end to these matters; eomyttinge you to God., 
and me to your curtesye. 

Clerkenwell Greene, 

tfie xvi of december 1599, 

your lovioge frende, 

FRANCIS THYNNE. 
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TSSTAKflSNTUM JdrlANfclS GOWER. 

Ex Begistro Arckiep. Ariirtdeli Parte prima, 
fol. 356; a. b. fol. 857. o. 

In Dm nomine Amenj Ego Johdnne's Gowef 
compos mentis, et in fide catholica ad misericor- 
diam divlnaih domini nostri Jesu Christi ex toto mC 
commendans, condo testamentum irieum sub hac 
forma. In primis lego aniraatn meam Deo crea- 
tor! meo, et corpus ad sdpelietidurtl in ecclesia 
Canonicorum beate Marie de Overes iii loco ad 
hoc specialtter deputatoj Et lego Priori dicte 
ecclesie qui pro tempore fuerit quadraginta so* 
lidoe. Item lego Subpriori Viginti solidos. Item 
lego cuilibet Canonico sacerdoti Deo ibidem ser- 
vient! xiij' et iiij d . ceteris vera Canonicis ibidem 
noviciis lego cuilibet eorum sex solidos et viij d . ut 
emnes et singuli exequias sepulture mee devocius 
colant, oraotes pro roe. Item lego cuilibet va- 
letto infra portas dicti Prioratus Priori et Con-> 
ventui servient! duos solidos, et cuilibet garcioni 
xijV Item lego ecclesie beate Marie Magdalene 
Xl. solidos ad luminaria et ornamenta dicte ec- 
clesie. Item lego sacerdoti ibidem paroch, x„ 
solidos, ut oret et orari facial pro me. Item lego 
magistro clerico ibidem iij". Item lego subcle- 
riqo y. Item lego iiij ecclesiis paroch. in Sout- 
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werk, viz. sancte Margarete, sancti Georgii, sancti 
Olaui, et sancte Marie Magdalene iuxta Ber- 
mundnsey, cuilibet earum singillatim xiij". et 
iiij*. ad oniamenta et luminaria ut supra. Et 
cuilibet sacerdoti paroch. sive rectori in cura 
ibidem pro tempore resident! et ecclewie servienti 
sex*, et octo*. ut orent et orari pro me in -suis 
parochiis faciant et procurent. Item lego ma- 
gistro.Hospitalis sancti Thome martins in Sou the- 

, werk xr 1 . et cuilibet sacerdoti qui est de gremio 
dicti Hospitalis in eodem servient! vj\ et viij*. ut 

■ orent ibidem pro me. Item lego cuilibet sorori 
professe in dicto Hospital! iij\ et iiij*. et cuilibet 
earum ancille infirmos custodienti xx d . . Item lego 
cuilibet iniirmo infra dictum Hospitale languenti 
xij 4 - Item lego singulis Hospitalibus subscripts, 
viz. sancti Thome Ekungspitell, Bedlam extra 
Byschopus-gat, seint Mary spltell juxta Westm. 
cuilibet sorori- ubi sunt sorores in dictis Hospi- 
talibus profesge una cum ancillis et languentibus 
ibidem; ut percipiant singillatim aiodo ut supra, 
Item lego cuilibet domuum leprosorum in subur- 
bi.is London, decern', ad distrjbuendinn inter 
eosdeirj, ut orent pro me. Item lego Priori de 
Elsingspitell %\\ et cuilibet Canonico- sacerdoti 
ibidem professo sex'- et viij'. ut orent pro me-. 
Item lego ad servicium altaris m Capella- sancti 
Jobanais Baptiste in qua corpus meam sepelien- 
dum. est, viz. duo vestimenta de panno serico 
cum toto eorum apparatu, quorum unuro est de 
IHm Jtaudkgn. mixtum do colore albo, et alimi 
6 
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restimentum est de albo serico. Item lego ad 
servicium dicti altaris unum missale grande et 
novum eciam et UDjum calicem novum, u'nde 
voluntas mea est quod dicta vestimenta una cum 
missale et calice maneant imperpetuum tantum- 
modo ad servicium dicti altaris, et non alibi. 
Item lego Priori el Conventui quendam magnum 
librum sumptibus meis noviter compositum, qui 
Martitogmm dicitur, sic quod in eodem specia- 
lem memoriam scriptam secundum eorum pro- 
missa cotidie habere debeo. Item lego- Agneti 
uxori mee c". legalis monete. Item lego eidem, 
iii ciphos, unum cooperculum, duo salaria, et xij 
cocliaria de argeuto. Item lego eidem omnes 
lectos meos et cistas una cum apparatu aule, pa- 
netre, coquine, et eorum vasis et omnibus uten- 
siliis quibuscunque. Item lego eidem unum ca- 
licein et unum vestimentum, pro altare quod est 
infra oratorium hospicii mei. Item volo qudd, si 
dicta Agnes uxor mea diucius me vivat, tunc 
ipsa libere et pacifice, immediate post mortem 
meam, percipiat omnes redditus micfri debitos de 
firmis Maneriorum meomm tam de Southwell in 
Comitatu Nott. quam de Multon in Com. Suff. 
prout itvquodara scripto inde confecto sub sigillo 
meo nechon sub sigillis aliorum plenius constari 
poterit. ' Hnius autem Testamenti facio et con* 
stiruo executbres meos, viz. Agnetem uxorem 
meamj dominum Arnaldum Savage miKtem, do- 
minum Hogerum Armigerum, dominum Winel- 
mum Dennc canonicum Capelle domini Regis, et 
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Johannem Burton clericura. Dat. infra Prioratum 
beate Marie de Over es in Sutwerke in festo As- 
eumpcionis beate Marie a", dni millesimo cccc m % 
octavo. 

Tenore presencium nos Thomas etc. Notum 
iacimus universis quod vicesimo quarto die menu, 
Octobris anno dni millesimo eccc*\ octavo in 
Manerio nostro de Lamhith probatum fuit coram' 
nobis Testamentum supra scriptum pro eo etc. 
cuius pretextu etc. Admin istracio que omnium 
bonorura dictum testamentum concern, vbicunque 
etc. dilecte in Christo filie Agneti uxori sue exec. 
in eodem Testament© nominate commissa extitit 
et per eandem admissa in debita forma iuris. Re 
servata nobis potestate, etc. In cuius rei etc- 
Dat- die, loco, mense, et anno supradictis et nostre 
translacionis terciodec; anno. 

Noverint universi per presentes etc- quod nos 
Thomas etc. de fidelitate dilecte in Christo filie 
Agnetis relicte et executricis testament! et bono* 
rum admin istratricis Johannis Gower super de* 
functij cuius testamentum per nos nuper de pre- 
rogativa nostre Cant, ecclesie pro eo quod idem 
defunctus nonnulla bona optinuit in divensis dioc. 
nostre Cant, provinc. dum vivebat et tempore 
mortis sue tunc extitit approbatum, et adminis- 
trate bonortim eiusdem dicte Agneti commissa 
de et super administracione, etc. confidentes . 
ipsam ab ulterior! etc. In cuius rei etc. Dat. in 
Manerio nro de Lamhith vij°". die mensis No- 
vcmb. A°. dni millesimo cccc"*. octavo, etc. 
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DEED TO WHICH- JOHN GOWER IS A 
WITNESS. 

Ex Cartis Marchionis de Stafford. 

Omnibus hanc cartam visuria vel audituris Ro- 
bertus de Ranclif.de Stitrnham Salutcm in Domino. 
Noveritis me dedisse concessisse et hac carta mea 
cirographata conftrmasse Johanni filio meo et 
Emme uxori eius et heredibus de corporibus eorun- 
dem legitime procreatis medietatem tocius Me- 
suagii mei versus occidentem et tres bovataa terre 
cum omnibus pertinenciis suis in villa et territorio 
de Stitenham. Habendum et tenendum predictii 
Johanni et Emme uxori eius et heredibus ex cor- 
poribus eorundem legitime procreatis medietatem 
tocius Mesuagii mei et tres bovatas terre cum 
omnibus pertinenciis suis libertatibus et afiamentis 
quoquo modo spectantibus de capitalibus dominiis 
feodi illius per servicia inde debita et consueta 
in perpetuum. Concessi eciam predictis Johanni 
et Emme uxori eius et heredibus de corporibus 
suis legitime procreatis revercionem alterius me- 
dietatis Mesuagii mei et tres bovatas tep-e in 
villa et territorio de Stitenham post decessum 
meum et CJiristiane uxoris mee remanentis dictis 
Johanni et Emme uxori eius et heredibus de 
corporibus eorundem legitime procreatis in per- 
petuum. Et si contingat quod dicti Johannes et 
Emma uxor eius obierunt sine herede de cor- 
poribus eorundem legitime procreato ut predictum 
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est tunc omnia predicta terras et tenements 
cum omnibus sub pertinenciis rectis heredibus 
died Roberti remaneant in perpetiium. In cuius 
rei testimonium parti huius carte cirographate 
penes predictos Johannem et Emmam uxorera 
eius resident! . sigifla sua apposuerunt. Hiis tes- 
tibus Johanne Gown Willielmo Maneres Jo- 
nanne Aleyn Roberto de Helmesley Rogero Tonres 
et aliis. Dat. apud Stitbnham die Mercurij prox. 
post festum Pasch. Anno dm m*. ccc™. quadra- 
gesimo sextd. 

Indorsed, 1346. .Tones Gower, Wittnea only. 
8\ John Gower the Poet. 
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AN ACCOUNT 
VALUABLE MANUSCRIPTS, 

WHICH I HAVE EXAMINED, 

COWER AND CHAUCER. 



J. Go-liter's French Balades, and Smaller Poem*, 

■ Of this curious and valuable Manuscript, I have 
thought it incumbent upon me, as a proper mark of 
attention to the readers of the History of English 
Poetry, to give, with considerable additions and 
some corrections, the account which the author 
of that elaborate and elegant Work has printed in 
the Appendix to his second volume. The addic- 
tions and corrections are made in consequence 
of having been indulged, as the late Mr. Wartoa 
was, with the use of this Manuscript. 

In the present Marquis of Stafford's library at 
Trentham*, there is a thin oblong Manuscript on 
yellunij containing some of Gower's poems in 

* S« Warton , iHi«.Eus,P»ctir | Tol.ii.jlpp. qsn.£. b. 
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Latin, French, and English. By an entry in the 
first leaf, in the hand-writing and under the sig- 
nature of Thomas lord Fairfax, Cromwell's gene- 
ral, an antiquary, and a lover and collector of 
curious manuscripts, it appears that this book 
was presented by the poet Gower, about the 
year 1400, to Henry the fourth; and that it was 
given by lord Fairfax to his friend and kinsman 
Sir Thomas Gower, knight and baronet, in the 
year 1636. By another entry, lord Fairfei ac- 
knowledges to have received it, in the same year, 
as a present, from that learned gentleman Charles 
Gedde esquire, of saint Andrews in Scotland: 
and at the end are five or six Latin anagrams on 
Gedde, written and signed by lord Fairfax, with 
this title, " In nomen venerandi et annosi amici 
sui Caroli Geddei." By king Henry the fourth 
it seems to have been placed in the royal library: 
it appears at least to have been in the hands of 
king Henry the seventh, while earl of Richmond, 
from the name Rychemond inserted in another of 
the blank leaves at the beginning, and explained 
by this note, " Liber Henrici septimi, tunc Co- 
mhis Richmond, propria manu script." This ma- 
nuscript, is neatly written, with miniated and il- 
luminated initials; and contains the following 
pieces. 

i. An English panegyrick in stanzas, with a 
Latio prologue or rubrick in seven hexameters, 
on king Henry the fourth. This poem, commonly 
called Carmen- de pacts commendatione In laudem 



), g ,t,z eC b,Google 



©OWKR AMD CBAUCEK, 97 

Henrict ovarii, is printed in Urry's edition of 
Chaucer's Works. 

ii. A short Latin poem in elegiacka, which Mr. 
Warton asserts to be on the same subject. The 
minute title of it, however, is at the close of the 
English poem, and does not exactly accord with 
Mr. Warton's assertion. ^Explicit carmen de 
pacts commendacione quod ad laudem et memo- 
Tiam serenissimi principis domini Regis henrici 
quarti suus humilis orator Johannes Gower com- 
posuit. Et nunc sequitur bfistola in «ua idem 
Johannes pio statu kt salute dicti domini sui 
A*uD Altissimum devochis bxorat. It begins, 

t Rex celi dem et dominiu, qui tempore aoIiu 
Coodidit, el §olui condita cuncta regit. Sec. 

This is followed by ten other very short pieces, 
both in French and JLatin, in praise and comme- 
s moration of king Henry. 

iii. Cinkante Balades, or Fifty Sonnets in 
French. The $title, and part of the first Sonnet, 
are mutilated. They are closed with the follow- 
ing epilogue and colophon: 

1 O gratile Engleterre a toi ietcrits, 
Pour remembrer ta ieie qest nouelle, 

•MS..&L«.b. 

t Ai in MSS. CoW. Otho, D. L 4. 

t Mr. Warton aji, French uid S^ui. But cot one of the pleca li i 
EngUih. The firm three Me in French, the fourth in Lttin, perfect, f0L7.hr 
The leauiaiki, foL t. », S. b, FtMch ind Latin, mutilated. 

5 Mr. Wiitc* made tip, "(art of the fim ii UkpiW 

I US.ad.tB. 

■ 
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Qe U tunient da »obie Hot Hrauu, 
Far qui dieiu ad redrette ta querele, 
A dieu purcec- prient et cij et ceBe, 
Qil de ia grace, au fort Roi corone, 
Doignt peat, ljonour, ioie, et prpiperite. 

Expliciunt carmtna Johannts Cower que Galilee 
composita Balades dicuntur. 

iv. Two short *Latin poems in elegiacks ; the 
first beginning, 

Ecce patet tensu* ceci Cupidinis arcus, 
Vnde flagitta volant ardor amoris erit; 

the second, 

O nature viri, potuit quam tollere nemo, 
Nee tamen eiciuat quod fecit ipu malum- 

v. A French poem, imperfect at the begin- m 
niiig, On the Dignity or Excellence of Mar- 
riage, in one book. The subject ia illustrated, 
by examples. As no part of this poem was ever 
printed, Mr. Warton transcribed one of the 
stories. 

Qualiter Jason, uxorem suam Medeam relin- 
quens, Creusam Creontis regis jiliatn sibi carna- 
liter copulaviU Verum ipse cum duobms filUt 
mis %x>ste&\ decessit. 

• Both ia tol »p. b. MS. 

f Mr. WartOD Ktdt, without mthoriiy, firik. 
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Li prus JasoH qeu lisle de Colcfeo*' 
Le toison dor pour laide de Medee 
Conquist dont il donotir portoit grant loot 
Par tout le raonde encourt Is renoraeo 
La ioefne dame oue *oi ad amenee \ 

De son pays en Grece et lespouaa 
Ffrenite espousaile dieus le vengera. 

Qant Medea meuls qui de eatre en tepot 
Ove son mari et qelle avoh porte 
Deux fils de luy lore changta le purpoi 
El qelle Jason'peroter mist oblige ' ■ 

Il ad del tout Medeam refuse 
Si prist la file au roi Creon Creusa 
Ffreniic espousaile dieux le Tengera. 

Medea qot le -coer de dolour cloot 
En son coroua et ceo fuiat grant pite 
Ses iotfnes fils queux ot iadis en clos 
Veniz sea costees enai-com.foreeuee 
Deuant ses oels Jason ele ad tue 
Ceo qeu fuiat fait pecche le fortuna 
Ffrenjte espousaile dieus fc Tengenu 

Towards- the end of the piece, the poet intro* 
duces an apology for any inaccuracies, 'which, as 
an Englishman,: he may have committed jn.' the 
Fteneh idiom. * * 

Al uniyersite de tout le monde 
JOhan Gower ceste Balade etivoie 
■ *'Et si ieo'nai'de 'Francois la'facbnde ' 
'" ■) Pa*-don*tz «0i qtt ieo'dt de» fofnoiev 
- ho Mt Engkris ; snquier par trek vose 
Estie excuse mi is quoique mills endie 
Lamotp parfit i n dieu ae iustifie, 
H 2 
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It is finished with seventeen Latin verses, be- 
ginning, 

Quia lit tcI qualu tea ordo connubialit, 

and ending, 

Hinc Trtut umomm Gower «ub ipe meritomn 
Online qponMcam tabu tdhibo thorum. 

After which follows the poet's relation of his 
blindness, as in some manuscripts of the Ctmfentio 
Jmantis, &c. 

Henrici quarti prima* rtgni fiiit inuu» 
Quo micbi defocit tuui id acta rata, Jec 

The French poem, Mr. Warton observes, occurs 
at the end of two valuable folio manuscripts, il- 
luminated and on vellum, of the Confestio 
Amantis, in the Bodleian Library, viz. MSS. 
Fairfax, iii. And NE. F. 8. 9. Also in MSS. 
All Souls College,. Oxford, xxvi. And in MSS. 
Harl. 3869. [Old Catalogue] And, 1 may add, 
in MSS. Trin. Coll. Cambridge, R. 3. % In all 
these, and, it is probable, in many others, this 
French poem is properly connected with the Cm- 
fessio Amanita by the following rubrick: ""Puis 
qil ad dit cjf devmt en Engloit par voie des- 
sample la sotie de celhiy qui par amours aimie 
par especial dim ore apres en Francois a tout 
7 
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le monde en general vn traijie telonc les auc- 
touw pour essamplier les amants marjctz au fin 
qils la foi de lour seintea espousailes purront per 
fine loialtie guarder et al honour de Dieu ulue- 
ment tenir." 

But the Cinquante Balades, or fifty French 
Sonnets abovementioned, are, as Mr. Warton con- 
tinues, the curious and valuable part of Lord 
Stafford's manuscript. They are not mentioned 
by those who have written the life of this poet, 
or have catalogued his works. Nor do they ap- 
pear in any other manuscript which Mr. Warton 
and I have examined. Ritson, in his BibUogra- 
phia Poetica, after mentioning these balades 
merely as some of Gower's poems, might pos- 
sibly induce the reader to think, that they 
exist in Cambridge. "*Some of his smaller 
poems are preserved in a MS. of Trinity College, 
Cambridge; and, it may be, in other collections; 
but, possessing little or no merit, are likely to 
remain in obscurity." The Trin. Coll. manu- 
script (as I shall presently shew) possesses not 
these rarities. 

But if they should be discovered in any other 
manuscript, Mr. Warton has ventured to pro- 
nounce, that a more authentick, unembarrassed, 
and practicable copy than this before us, will not 
be produced; although it is for the most part 
unpointed, and ' obscured with abbreviations, and 

• BiUiof. Pom. itoa, p. %s- 
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with those midpellings which figwed from a scribe 
. unacquainted with the French language. - 

- To aay no more, however, of the value which 
these little pieces may derive from being so 
scarce and so little known, they have much real 
and mtrinaick merit. They are tender, pathetick, 
and pee^ca]; and place our old poet Gower in a 
iftwe, advantageous point of view than that, In, 
wfe&h he, (jaa hitherto been usually seen. I -know. 
not, Mr. WartajR* concludes, ff any even anjwng 
tbf; Freneh poets themselves, of this period^ have 
left, a spt -of more finished sonnets : for they .were 
probably written, when Gower was a young man, 
a^out the.y.c/u; 1350. -Nor had yet any. English 
ppet treated the passion of (ove with equal deli- 
- cacy. of spntimen^, asd elegance pf compos itieu. 
Hfr, Warton'then transcribes four of these balades 
as correctly and. JmteJJjgibly, fae says., as he was 
able; although h$ conjEesses, there are some lines 
which, lie could Qfit exactly comprehend. The 
V-fcba) inaccuracies in Mr. Wartpn's transcripts 
are bere^fei^fefuljy corrupted; and the addition of 
the 48th balade from the manuscript is also given, 

.-'.; f.~, ■/■■ ' 

. BALADE XXX- . 

8i com-Ta nieF; quant k fort vent tempeite, 
' PurHaltc'mier se torne a.ei et la, "..",. 

:M».daaw; ewimop ajer.iBapit e&teiopM^f .. 

Le nief qe votre bouche soufilera, 
Me fait sigl^ igr le feri!,de Yip,. . 
Sttt <u danger fait gml men supplie, 
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Itois Vluxei, sicohi mwb disf Wgeafe, 
Vera son paijt d* T«Jie qui srgls. 
Not tiel pMW du peril et molest*, 
Quant let Sereines en hi mier passu, 
Et le danger de Circes eseh-apa, 
Qe le paour nest pi™ de ma partie, 
Stea en danger fait qu.il mem tupptie, 

Danger qui tolt dajaowr tout* la fetfe, 
Vnqet vn not da wuifort ne sons, 
Ainz plus cruel *pi nest la fiete bests 
Au point quant danger n» responder*. 
La chiere porta et quart le nai dirra, -■> 
Plusque la nwt meetor* ceife oie 
*eM en danger fait tpdt-.aera imppiis. 

Vers tour, msr bone darn*, horapmirella, 
Qe danger Mtriit en watrc comresnie, 
Ceit bated* m aaoat mewafe irra . - 
Sent en danger faH fekmfKaQ/liL. ■ 



BALADE XHXIV. 

Saint Vafcntin, TAmou*,' «t,Ja Naturft- 
Des toutz oisesjs ad en gpuarDemenV . 
Dont cbaacun deaua,.. seaablable a' sa in«sui«i 
Vne coBapaigne hoae*te a, son-taieBL .. 
Eslist, tout dun accord^ quo aweftt, > .,, 
Pour celle soule laial a covfpir ', ■ , ■ f 

Tout.es lea. autre; car nature aprsat, 
F fi cotrt tit le corps fait obeir. 

r. ; Jfa6^Bwd<»ifiey«rs**«»»»*.assu«ti- ■-■-■ ■><■> 
Qe ieo vous ai eilieu semblablemeut. 
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Bur toutcs autrea e*toa ■ down 
De mon amour ai tresentierement, 
Qe riens f fait pourqooi ioiouaement, 
De coer el corps ieo vou§ voldrai seruir> 
Car de resoti cent une experiment, 
F U coer* eat fc corjw fait obeir. 

Pour remembrer iadis celk asenture 
De Akeoneet Ceix enaement, 
Com dieus muoit en ouel lour figure. 
Ma volente aerroit tout tieletnent 
Of sans enrie et danger de la gent. 
Nous pnrroiooa ensemble poor loiwr 
Voter tout francs en tobre esbatement 
V licoerseule corps fall obcir. 

Ma tft] oisel, vera qui mon penaetnent 
Seu vole ades axnz null amtretenir 
Preu cest escript, car in 
V ii coer* at it corps fait obeir. 



BALADE XXXVI. 

Pour comparer ce jolif tempi de Maij, 

leo le dirrai semblable a Paradn; 

Oar tore *chantont et merle et papegai,' 

Lea champa aont vert, lea herbea aont flori*; 

Lore est Nature dame du pays: 

Dont Venus pbignt lamant au del assai, 

SUncoiUrt amour nest qui poet dire nai, 

lout** it the true reading. Mr. Ellii, who bat rightly correct*! Mr. 
i in tbe prcccdni line, here fefluwi Mr. W,'i cocrpft rcadinj of 
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* Qptnt toot ccp voi, et que ieo penaerai, 

Ctfment Nature ad tout le monde *u*prb, 
Dont poor le tempt se fait minotc et gai, 
Et ieo de* autre* *ui Muleui howpri*, 
Com al qui sanz amie eat mi* ami*, 
Nfttt pu mervaile Ion li ieo meamai, 
Oatcontre amour ium qui poet dire mi. 

En Heu de rose, urtie cuillerai, 

Dont me* chapeali ferrai par tiel deria, 
Qe lout ioie et confort ieo lerraf, 
Si celle toule en qui iai moo coer mi*, 
Selouc le ponit qe iai aorent requia, 
Ne d eigne alegger le* griefiVmala qe iai, 
Matcontrt amour not qui poet dm tut i. 

Pour pite querre et pourcbacer t intri*, 
Va ten balade ou ieo tenvpierai, 
Qore en certain ieo Iai treabten apria 
ftoKontre amour not qui pott dirt aw. 



BALADE XLIII. 

PluitricherouB qe Ja*on a Medee, 
A Deiauire ou q* Ercules eatoit, 
Plba q* Enea* q'auoit Dido lawee, 
Pitt* qe Tbeeeu* q' { Adriagne amoit, 

. * Mr. ElUi omit) thh Hum, In hit depot and judiriout rtmuVi ca 
Gower, » bcin|, from the mkukei of the truueriber. tamlj *M*BtfU» 
Spctiment of the Etrly Esg. Poett, *oL i, 171. . 
t E'trU, L t. a faW p a to the presence of hit nltfnt*, Ellii, ut mpti* 
JAiiidne. 
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Ou Dcmoptien quant PtriMs «nbtiett, 
Te triau, hefas, qamer iad» sotoie', 
Dontcbanserai dtaore en mow emftoit 
Cat ma dolour gt Jmtt amieai* m Me, 

Vnques EcU* qua* * Pan tasfl**, 
En tide baste * Trofe ne sarmrut, 
Qjc tu tout mid nee deniz le lit coucbs 
Amis as toutes que*qoes Wirjf &ok, 
Ne poetcbalsirawib-qBneferaawf s«it. 
Si es comun ptuige Is Bate vote', 
Helas, y la fortune me deceit, ' 
Cert ma detour g*-,&w# amkoii- mm ioie. 

J)e t LancdW si fbissete mriembrey 
Et de Tristans, com il se c mite no it, 

+ Geoerkl*v$ff]Ore¥rt, || ParTtniat* 1 , "i 



f Sir Lancelot '1 Intrigue wrth'Geneura, king jtttrlilt'i queen, ind lir 
Tristram with li Bel Icoulde, incidents in Arthur's romance, are, u Mr. 
Wilton observe, nude the subject of one of the itoriet of Oowet'i French 
poem just tiled, of which I will transcribe the Erst stama ; 



it la eronique et listoire 
De Lancelot et 1'ihtnif. tJiieliiejOt, .,.,-,.'-. .. 
Enqore manlt lour totie en tneinoiie, , 

Pour essampfer les autrei dii preient, 
Cilqeitgttrifretmakgajwb'prefct; ' -'> i' ■ '■ 

Car ttat riml par utttrt le ctastit. 

i SnOrttut, a mrrht, siysM*. Wrvrtan, sfwfetch'lintwtfothiBfe-mnstln 

J Chaucer". Wifi ,f Stia f*H, W.Mr, Tvrwhiit,, Mr. Wutoq, and 
others hive observed, 11 founded on the story of FleriBt, a knight of Rone, 
who delivers the king of 'Sicily's daughter from the enduntmenu of her atep- 
nwther. Hii story ji also iu Cowit'a Cmfaut AmaMU,'ftWU it (tntnulf 
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Cbiscun des,ctaux sa loialtif guudaitf 
Mais lu, -heUs, qest iea qe t£ fijrsvoit 
De moi qa toi ibuus null it>nr falsuie, 
Tu es a large el ieo sui en destroit, 
Ccsi ma dolour qe fuia amkoif ata iota. 

Pes toutz lea mail tu qea le plus maloit, 
Ceate coropleignte a ton oraille envoie 
Sante me laiet, et langour me recoil. 
Cm* tm dolfitff qe fuiit qmicoif ma ioia. 



Amour est vne chose uicn-eilouse, 
Pont mills porra sauoir 1<: droit certein; 
Amour de.api.est l^Sa^^rieimq^B,,- , ., . 

Qc plus prftmette el, »f iu,s.,aflpcfie :au, main. 
Le riche eg, |»iiere, t ty^.t^i^.^leiiv 
■Lespine est molle, et la rose eHjj^f. :il . . L 
En to«i% errourt amour se iustifie. 

«uppo«dtol*;«hc^ripjul of phaww's-tale^GsjiKtr pnbgbly Wmwed hit 
narrative from the Gala Samaairum. Mr. Ellis pronounces the story, u related 
by Gower, to possess considerable merit, and Co be told in the poet'i .best 
manner, en his elegant and ingenious publication, Mr. Hns has aeeirdinjjy 
fiver* Goyfer"s flwmt. SptcimcDiof 3»rV Ene.pqotr, lot i |^fa„lfe 
Walton here notices the romaqce of Zi Beta Fhrmndt Rami, and ay i- he 
know* not if this be Shakspeare's Florratiui or Flir'tatio j which romance Mr. 
RilMnraurki, hitii-net Ae remotest allusion "to 'tfeo itory -of ^ftcmft FloJ 
Vjice being a lady, the emoeraur'i daughter. "Qbserv. on the Hist, of Eii| f 
Poetry,. 410. 178*, p. so.. See also Mr. Stietpns on the Taming of ib. 
Ann, A. it £. v. who. proves the deformed hag, f'ftMlh /e**i" 10 be 
*r allusion to Gcfwcr'i ©Is,. ; , ' ii....f 

I ^ar. TVawtV, that ii< says Mr. Wattori, . Parteiiojie, Putbenoneila, 
one of Sf atiui's heruesj on whom there is- in old French' romance. Mr. Rit. 
■da losrrecti thi» i nacO'jiaty , by. obcenlng tail the Mnunce W-thae, «f ' Penti 

(Bajiees, rol.C p.'tiT, " 
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Lt mier eat deals, et la iloulcour merdoiise. 
Labour est ease, et le repoa grierein, 
Le doel pleaant, la seartc perilous*. 
La halt est bass, si est le bass haltein; 
Qant ten mieulx quide auoir toot est en vein, 
Le ris en plour, le sens tome en folie : 
En tout% erroa n amour te iuttifie. 

Amour est me voie dangerouse, 

Le p's est loign, et loign remanit prosebein. 
Amour est chose odible et graciouse, 
Grgnil est .bumble, et semice est desdeign, 
Laignelle est fiere, et le Icon humein, 
Loue eat en cage la merle est fore baine.* 
En touts errouri amour te iuttifie. 

Ore est amour saluage, ore est soulein. 
Nest qui daraour poet dire la sotie. 
Amour est serf, amour est souerein ; 
En toutt errouri amour te iuttifie. 



H. (power's Confessio Amantis.fol. 

This valuable manuscript, illuminated and on 
Vellum, is also in the possession of the Marquis 
of Stafford. A more ancient or more beautiful 
copy of the poem will hardly be found. It com- 
mences with the Epigramma Autoris in Libruih 
tuum, which ia found at the beginning of the. 
poem in Caxton's edition, and at the back of the 
title-pages C macc urately given however) in the 
editions of 1533 and 1554. A collation with 
this manuscript of passages which I shall presently 
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exhibit from the printed copies, will illustrate the 
importance of die present curiosity. The manu- 
script contains only this poem. It was probably 
a present from the author to one of the Gower. 
family, soon after the completion of the work, 
towards the close of the fourteenth century. On 
the first leaf are three armorial shields, the bear- 
ings on which are almost obliterated; but over 
the largest of the three, the poet's crest, a talbot, 
is still conspicuous. 



m. Various Copies of the Confessio Amantis, 
and of other Poems by Gower. 

In the library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
is a large folio manuscript, on vellum, numbered 
It. S. %. and entitled JohantUs Gower Poemata 
Anglica Gallica et Latina. It was the gift of 
Dr. Thomas Nevile, the munificent master of that 
society in the time of Elizabeth and James I. 
The whole of the first and part of the second book 
are wanting in this noble copy of the Confessio 
Amantis. At the end of this poem follow, in 
French, the marriage-examples already noticed 
in the account of the Trentham manuscript. To 
these succeed a few Latin verses ; after which a 
notice of his three principal works occurs, viz. 

Quia vnusquisque prout a Deo accepit aliis 
impertm tenetur Johannes Gower super his que 
Deus Bibi sensualiter donavit villicatioms sue ra- 
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Clone secundum aliquid- alleviate cupiens ires 
prtcipue Ubros per rpsom dum vixit doctrine 
causa composites ad aliorum noticiam in lacem 
seriose product. 

Primus liber Gallico sermone editus in decern 
diuiditur partes et tractans de viciis et virtutibus 
viam precipue qua peccator in penitendo Christ! 
miserieordiam assequi potent tota mentis deuo- 
cione finaJiter contemplatur. Titulusque libelli 
istius Speculum Meditantis nuncupatus est. 

Secundum liber versibus exametris et penta- 
metric sermone Latino compositiis tractat de va- 
rus infortuniis tempore regis Ricardi 11". in 
Anglia multipliciter contingentibus ubi pro statu 
et regni composicione devocius exorat. No- 
menque voluminis hums quod in septem dun* 
taxat partes diuiditur Vox Clamantis intitu- 
latur. 

Terrius iste liber in octo partes etc. scilicet, 
Confessio Amantis. 

The volume concludes with, his Latin verses, 
Super multiplici viciorum pcstilencia vnde tem- 
pore Ricardi secundi partes mostre specialties 
inficiebantur ; Contra Demonis astuciam in causa 
Lollardie ; and three or four other of his brief 
Latin poems. 

There are three very ancient and valuable ma- 
nuscripts of the Confessio Amantis, as ftfr. 
* Ellis has observed, in the Bodleian Library ; in 

* Specimen* nf the E«lyEn(.Po«i, ad. edit. voL i. ijl. 
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all which the Latin memoranduw of Gewer's prin* 
cipal compbsitrong, exhibiting however in each 
of them some varations of the language, exists- 
To that which is numbered Fletewood NE. F. 8. 9. 
the manuscript, which I have described, ap- 
proaches in the present instance very nearly. Mr. 
Ellis was not aware, that the description of Grower's 
three principal works is printed in Casley's Cata- 
logue of the King's Manuscripts, 17S4. 

Of the Speculum Meditantis I am unable to 
give any other account, than what is^ found in the 
preceding tripartite distinction, Mr. Ellis ^be- 
lieves that it has never been seen by any of onr 
poetical antiquaries : Nor does it exist in the 
Bodleian Library. I agree with him, that Camp- 
bell, the author of Gower's life in the Biographia 
Brit annica, and Warton, in his History of English 
Poetry, professing to give an account of its con- 
tents, were deceived by the ambiguity of a re- 
'.. ference in Tanner ; J where, instead of the work 
in question, a much shorter poem by Gower is 
Intended, viz. Un traitie selonc les auctours, 
&c. (giving the marriage examples,) already 
$ cited and described. In the next edition there- 
fore of the History beforementioned, that part of 
the description of the Speculum Meditantis . 

f Specimens, Dt tupr.i, 171. 

J Bibl.Brit.Hib.p.336. NouW 

6 
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namely, that • it enumerates the feUeities of con- 
jugal fidelity by example* selected from various 
authors, must be expunged, or rather transferred 
to the shorter poem. And, in the next edition of 
the Biographia Britannica, the erroneous note hi 
the life of Gowcr, must be rectified. It is sur- 
prising that, in the additions to his Bibliographia 
Poetica, Ritson, who ridiculed the least inaccu- 
racy in others, has not only fallen into -the mis- 
take of Campbell and Warton, but has' cited, as 
his authority, Mr. Ellis, who exposes the errourf 
Mr. Godwin also f s pecifies conjugal fidelity as 
one of the subjects of the Speculum Meditantist 

The Vox Clamantis, as well as the preceding 
poem, exists only in manuscript. But it is found 
in J several collections; and the best and most 
beautiful copy is believed to be that, which is in 
the library of All Souls College at Oxford. It 
is in seven books of Latin elegiacks, written, in 
the opinion of Mr. Ellis, with some degree of 
purity and a tolerable attention to the prosody. 
But, as Mr. Warton has also observed, it is little 
more than a metrical chronicle of the insurrection 
of the commons, in the reign of Richard the se- 
cond. Mr. Warton proves that it was written in 
the year 1397 by the following line in the Bod- 
leian manuscript of the poem, (No. 294.) " Ho* 
ego bis deno Ricardi regis in anno." To the 
All Souls College manuscript is prefixed a de- 

* Hut. Eng. Poetry, 8. %. f I - ifc of Chioctr, ch. xL 

t Hiit. Eog. Poetry, p. 3. NoteE 
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dication in Latin verse, addressed by Gower 
when he was oM and blind, to Arundel, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; which is followed by ttib 
avowal. Hone Epittotam subscription oorde 
dsuoto misit senex et eicus Jokes Gowtr reuercn- 
dtisimo in Christo patri ae domino suo precipno 
domino Thome de Arwtdelt, Cantuar, ArchiepS, 
totiw Anglk primaH, et apastoltet tedis legato, 
etc. 

Of the esteem in which the Confessio Amantis 
was formerly held, a particular account appears in 
the first extract which I make front the printed 
copies. It will be proper, however, here to no- 
tice such other manuscripts as I hare seen, and 
others of note which printed authorities' hare res- 
corded. 

V. VI. The Confessio Amemttr. 

In the University Library at Cambridge, there 
is a copy of the Confessio Amantis In folio, on 
vellum, and numbered Dd. viii. 19, It ceases to 
be perfect towards the close of the seventh book. 
In the present saamisetipi Catalogae of the On* 
realty's fine collection, ft i» acjatJefecfiDriry de- 
scribed, " An English poem in seven boots .'" 

In the same collection, numbered Mm. 2. 21, 
is an ancient copy of the same poem, on vellum, 
but inkperioct both fl* the beginning and end. 
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VII. The Confesiio Amantis. 

In the library of Sidney College, Cambridge, 
there is a very curious copy of the Confensio 
Amantis, in folio, on paper, consisting of 208 
leaves. On fol. 203. b. follow Catonis Dtsticha 
fn English verse, to fol. 208. This manuscript is 
numbered A. 4, 1. 



Vffl. The Confeuto Amantis. 

In the library of New College, Oxford, there is 
* copy of the Coitfessio Amantis, designated by 
the following reference in the General Catalogue 
of MSS. in Eng, and Ireland, (fol Oxf. 1697,) 
No. 1230. 266. 



IX. The Confessio Amantis, 

In the library of Corpus Christi College, Ox- 
ford, there is a copy of the same poem, distin- 
guished in the aforesaid Catalogue by the number, 
1534. 67. 



X. XI. Xn. Xin. The Confessio Amantis, &. 
In the Harleian collection, Brit. Museum, No. 
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3490. a is a copy of the Confessio Amaniis ; so 
is No, 6494. 11. — No. 7184, in the same col- 
lection, presents- the remains of a very fine copy 
also of the Confessio Amantis on vellum, and illu- 
minated, in large folia This manuscript, though 
jpiserably mutilated) is still well worthy, as the 
Rev. Ml Nares has observed, of collation; both 
on account of its antiquity, and on account of the 
care with which it has been written. It is be- 
lieved to be of- the fourteenth century. In the 
same collection, No. 3869 is a copy of the same 
poem, with a few smaller poems by Gower. 

There is also in the British Museum, Cott. MSS. 
Tib. A. IV. a copy of the Vox Clamantis, with 
some of Gower's Latin poems, in folio, on vel- 
lum. On the back of fol. 8. is a curious painting 
of a man in the dress of the fifteenth century, 
with a bow and arrow in his hand, ready to shoot 
at a sphere; which Mr. Strutt conceived to be a 
portrait of Gower, and has engraved and pub- 
lished it as such in his Royal and Ecclesiastical An- 
tiquities, where he says that the original is all 
of one colour, viz. dark brown ; but Mr. Planta 
has stated, the fact to be, that the drapery is blue, 
and the other parts are of different colours. In 
Tit. A. XIV. 4. Cott. MSS. is a mutilated copy 
of the same poem. 
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XIV. Fragments of Chaucer, some whereof 
[were] never printed. 

Such is the title of a folio manuscript, on paper, 
in the Pepysian collection at Magdalen College, 
Cambridge, No. 2006. It consists of 391 pages. 
The contents areas follow. 

Complaint of the Black Knight, p. 1. 

Temple of Glasae, p. 17. 

Prologue to the Legend of Good Women, p. 53. 

Legend of Cleopatra, p. 67. . 

Legend of Tisbe of Babylone, p. 71. 

Legend of Dido,, p. 75. 

Legend of Hipsipile and Medea, p. 88. 

Priere a Notre Dame, p. 88. 

House of Fame, p. 51. 

Complaint of Mara and Venue, p. 115. 

Complaint of Mare alone, p. 1 1 9. 

Complaint of Venus alone, p. 122. 

Pleyntif enrountre Fortune, p. 124. 

Parliament of Fowled, p. 127. 

Legend qfthe three Kingt of Colen, p. 14S, 

The War between Ceiar and Pompcy, p. 191. 

A Trarulacion of some fragment* of Cato, p. 2 11. 

Chaucer** Tale of Melibeus, p. 225. 

Prologue to the Paraon'a Tale, p. 276. 

The Parson'* Tale, p. 279. 

Chaucer's Secantacion, p. 377. 

Complaint of Mara and Vemii, p. 378. 

Complaint of Anelida and false Arcite, p. 382. 

L' Envoy de Chaucer a Scogan, p. 385. 

PHere & Notre Dame, p. 386. 



), g ,t,z eC b,Google 



GOWnt AND CHAUCER. 117 

La Comprint de Chancer A aa bourse voide, p. 388. 
Le bou Counsell d« Chaucer, p. 389. 
. Mercileue Bcautie, p. 390. 

It is noticed, in the volume, that the pieces here 
distinguished by Itallcks are not in Speght's edi- 
tion of Chaucer in 1602. The last of these, 
Mercilesse Bcautie, is the ballad printed by Dr. 
Percy in his Reliques of Ancient Poetry, vol. ii. 
No. iii. As to the pretended authenticity of the 
rest, I will shew that, in respect to twOx»f the 
other three pieces, it is merely imaginary ; first, 
by citing the close of Tne War between Cesar 
and Pompey, where the author, speaking of 
Cesar, 'says: "Touching y* vengyable maner of 
his pitous murthre, I may conclude wyth hym 
that was flour of poetes in owre Englissh tong, 
and the first that euer elumyned owre language 
wyth ffowres of rethrick and of eloquence, 1 mene 
my master Chaucer, whiche wrote the deth of 
Aii myghty emperor, saying « 

Wyth bodekyns was Cesar Julius 
■ftlurdred al Rome of Brutus Cassius, 
When mony, land, and regue hadd brought fill lowe; 
Loo, who may trust fortune eny tbxowe! 

Thus by record of my wyse prudent master afore- 
said, &c. [And]} by coinaundement of my maister 
I tooke vpon me this litill and compendious trans- 
lacon, after my lytill konnyng to put in remem- 
brance, Sec. q. J. d€ B," It is plain that this 
pupil of Chaucer, in the preceding 1 rhymes, A- 
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ludes to the tragedies of great men recited m die 
Alonkes Tale; among which is that of Cesar; 
where his murder " by bodekins" is indeed twice 
recorded^ and a reflection on the mutability of 
fortune, though not precisely in the words just 
cited, is also made. The Fragments of Cato 
likewise end with the disciple's similar acknow- 
ledgment : 

"^Behold, my mauler, (his litill tretyse, 

The wbiche ia full of wytt and sapience, &c" 



XV. The Canterbury Tales of Chaucfr. 

This beautiful manuscript is in folio, illumi-r 
nated, and on vellum ; and is in the possession; of 
the Earl of Egremont, by whom I have been, 
obligingly indulged with the examination of- it. 
The Tales are given in the following order, vizj 
The Knyghtes Tale, the Milleres, the Reves, the 
Cokes, the Shipmannes, the -Prioresses', the Man 
of Lawes, the Squieres, the Marchantes, the Wif of 
Bathes, the Freres, the Somnoures, the' Clerk of 
Oxenfordes, the Frankleines, the Second Nonnes, 
the Chanons Yeomannes, the Doctor of Phisickes, 
the Pardoneres ; at the end of which, " Thus endeji 
he p'donens tale. And here bygynnej> the prologs 
of Thopas." And after the twenty-one lines, "Here 
bygyflnejj ,)>e tale of Chaucer by Sir Thopace." 
Then the , Tale of Melibeus, the Monkes, the 
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Nonftes Preistevthe Manciples, the Patt&nes ; at 
the end of which, " Explicit Fabula Rectoris/' 
Then, " Here takeb be maker of bis book* his 
leve."- To which succeeds Chaucer's Retractation, 
as it has been called: "Nffwe prey I to hem alle 
&c." After' which, '* Here endeb' be boke of 
J»e talys of Cant'bitjiy compiled by GefTray Chau- 
cer on whoos soul Jhii crist haue m*cy. Amen," 
Underneath which words, are the arms of Percy, 
with other bearings in the shield, encircled by 
the garter, on one side of which is the letter 
H, on the other the letter P; which were .in- 
tended, as I conceive, to designate the original 
owner, the celebrated Henry Percy. This manu 
script, on account of its age, of the attention 
with which it appears to have been written, of the 
care with which it has been preserved, and of its 
various readings, is entitled to the admiration as 
well as the nicest examination of the future editor 
of Chaucer. 



XVI. The Canterbury Tales, and other Poems. 

This is a manuscript, in quarto, on paper, 
preserved. in the Library of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and numbered R, 3. 15. It is one of 
those, which Mr. Tyrwhitt describes' as having 
been collated or consulted for the purpose' of his ' 
publication of the Canterbury Tales, but of which 
he has given no particular account. It u cer- 
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tainly deserving of further notice- It seems to 
have been written in the fifteenth century. These 
are its contents. 

Eight goodlie questions with theire autuwen, fol, 1. 
To the kinges most noble grace and to tbe 

lordes and knightes of the garter, foL 2. 
Chaucer's Prophecy, (bo termed in the table of contents,] 

fol. 3. 

Which three poems are printed in Urry's edition 
of Chaucer's Works ; the last of which, the editor 
saye, is entitled Chaucer's Prophecie in a book 
in the Ashmolean Museum, No. 6986. 781, p. 
162. These prophetical stanzas, printed and ma- 
nuscript, present no material difference from each 
other; and only a slight variation in eight lines 
which follow them, describing the characterise 
ticks of a gentleman. I subjoin the prophecy. 

Whan faithe faileth in prestes sawes, 
And lordes hestee are holden for lawes. 
And robberie is bolden purchase. 
And lechery is holden solace ; 
Then shall the londe of Albion 
Be brougbf to grew cpnfugion, 

Then follow the Prologue and the Canterbury 
Tales. In the Knightes and the W\f of Bathes 
Tales, the manuscript is a little imperfect. The 
Tales, throughout this manuscript, are accompanied 
with a marginal gloss, in red letters ; sometimes ex* 
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hibiting illustrations of no common interest. What 
adds to the curiosity and value of this volume, is 
a manuscript copy, at the close of it,, of Pierce 
Plowmans Crede, which has hitherto escaped ob- 
servation. 



XVII. The Canterbury Tales. 

This is also a manuscript, belonging to Trinity 
College, Cambridge, numbered R. 3. 3. It is 
in folio, on vellum, with illuminated capitals, and 
of the fifteenth century. This manuscript has 
been likewise rendered subservient to Mr. Tyr- 
whitt's admirable plan. In his brief notice of it, 
"however, there is not that attention paid to the 
contents which seems due'. After the words in 
the Squtere Tale, ... 

And. there I left* I woll againe beginne, 

there are here, as in other manuscripts mentioned 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt, two lines : 

Apollo whirleth up his cbaire so highe, 
Ti.ll tbat. the god Mercurius howse liejtye: 

Mr. Tyrwhitt reads, from the manuscripts which 
he consulted, and I have found it so given in 
other manuscripts. 

Till that the god Mercuriu* howse the liter 
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This manuscript reads he jlye, which Speght 
also follows. Yet these lines cannot belong to 
this place, according to Mr. Tyrwhitt, who is 
of opinion, * that they were originally scrib- 
bled by some vacant reader in the blank 
space, which is commonly left at the end of the 
Squier's Tale, and afterwards transcribed, as Chau- 
cer's, by some copyist of more diligence than 
Sagacity." In this manuscript the two lines; pre- 
ceded by Explicit secunda pars et sequitur part 
fertia, and followed by The reaste not to be 
founds though sought in divers places, are indeed 
the hand-writing of a scribe in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. But they are certainly written in the same 
Jund-writing, as the rest- of, a manuscript of the 
fifteenth century is, which I shall presently men- 
tion. See p. 129. And why might they not be 
the opening of the third part of the Tale ? The 
language is Chaucer's; for thus he opens The 
filoure and the Leafe : 

" When that Phebm h\% chair of gold to high 
" Had whirled up the sterrie iky aloft." 

Skelton, in his Croione of Lowell, uses the re- 
markable expression before us: 

Item, Apollo that whirkd up hi* chart, &c. 

The Prologue of the Frankeleins Tale is thus 
noticed in this manuscript, fol. 108. Hie in- 
cipit Prologus deffrankeleyn cumfabula sua de 
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Rokkes de Brytaine. The manuscript ends im- 
perfect in the Persones Tale fol. 130; b. • 



XVIII. The Canterbury Tales, &c. ; ,, A 

In the Publick Library at Cambridge, the folio 
manuscript of the Tales, numbered Dd. iv. 24, 
has been collated by Mr. Tyrwhitt. It is 'written 
partly on vellum and partly on paper, and is im- 
perfect both at the beginning and end, ■ Another 
folio manuscript of the Tales, on vellum, in the 
same collection, numbered li. Hi. 26, engaged 
the attention also of the same crilick. ThePublick 
Library possesses another folio manuscript of 
these poems, as .yet uncollated, written on vel- • 
him, and numbered Mm. ii, 5. Among the ma- 
nuscripts enumerated as having been subservient 
to Mr. Urry's use, there is one belonging to the' 
same collection, of which Mr. Tyrwhitt has not 
thought proper to take any notice, and of which 
the * account given in Urry's Preface is defec- 
tive; inasmuch as it makes no mention of four- 
teen folia between fol. 482 and fol. 483, in which 
are contained the following curious pieces of an- 
cient English poetry, written apparently in the 
fourteenth century, viz. The Fragment of a ro- 
mance; Horn ; and Assumpcon de notre Damf, 
imperfect. This manuscript consists of 488 folia, 
and is now numbered Gg. 4. 27. 

* See No. XI. in the liit of MSS. in thi Preface to Uriy's edition *f 
Chaucii. 
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XIX. XX. XXI. Chaucer's Troiius and Creseide. 

In the Library of Bene't College, Cambridge, 
is a beautiful copy of this poem; on vellum, 
which is described, in the published Catalogue of 
Manuscripts belonging to that Society, by the 
Rev. Mr.. Nasmith, 

The British Museum, Harl. MSS. No. '3943 
presents a copy of the same poem; and No. '4912 
a part of it. 



XXII. XXm. The Compleynt of f aire Anelida 
and fats Arcite. 

This poem is preserved in the Harl. MSS. Brit. 
. Mus. No. 37% and also in No. 7333 of the same 
collection, among many of Chaucers tales and 
other poems. Mr. Tyrwhitt, who consulted this 
manuscript, takes no notice, however, of the 
Anelida and Arcite being contained in it. 



XXIV. A Complaint of Pitee. 

To this title of the manuscript is added, " made 
by Geffrey Chaucer the [[most] aureat poete that 
euer was fonde in our vulgare, to fore hees days." 
MSS. Harl. Brit. Mus. No. 78. 27. 
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XXV. XXVI. XXVII. XXVIII. Chaucer's Astro- 
labe, . . 

Two copies of this work are in the Publick Li- 
brary at Cambridge.. And in the Library ofBene't 
Collegej there is a copy of it ; imperfect, how- 
ever, both at the beginning and end of the ma- 
nuscript. The Library of Trinity College, in. the 
same University, possesses also an imperfect co- 
py ; the manuscript ending with the thirty-ninth 
chapter. 



XXIX. Part of the Canterbury Tales. 

This manuscript, containing part "of the Can- 
terbury Tales, is in the curious collection belong- 
ing to Sion College, London. It is in quarto, on 
vellum, and numbered MSS. C. 9. It contains- 
only the following Prologues and Tales, in this 
order : the Clerk of Oxenfordes, the Wif of Bathes, 
the Freres, and the Sompnoures. In the Venvotf 
de Chaucer, at the end of Patient Grisild's history, 
this manuscript agrees, in the arrangement of the 
stanzas, with those of the best authority; as it does 
indeed in some other respects. It exhibits many 
various readings, and is of the fifteenth century. 
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XXX. etc. Brief notices of other copies of the 
Canterbury Tales, &c. 

Of the manuscripts in the Bodleian Library Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has given a valuable list. But he ap- 
pears to have consulted no other copy in the Li- 
braries of Colleges at Oxford, except that which 
is in. the collection belonging to New College. 

The General Catalogue of Manuscripts in Eng- 
land and#lreland points out, however, to notice, 
the following: In Corpus Christi College, die 
Canterbury Talcs, No. 1665. 198. In Merton 
College, Chaucer's Works, C. % 9. In Trinity 
College, Chaucer's Works, No. 1991. 54; in 
the collection of which society, we are also * in- 
formed, there is a copy of Urry's edition of Chau- 
cer with brief marginal remarks in manuscript by 
the late learned Mr. Upton, the editor of Spenser's 
Faerie Queene, &c. 

To the list of manuscripts in the British Museum, 
described or noticed by Mr. Urry and Mr, Tyr- 
whitt, the next editor of Chaucer will have to add 
some account of an ancient copy of the Canter- 
bury Tales, on vellum, which once belonged to 
Mr. Ph. Cart. Webb, afterwards to the late Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne, and was purchased, with the 
rest of his Lordship's valuable manuscripts, in 
1807, by the truly liberal and discerning govern- 
ment of this country, who directed the .whole coU 

* See Manl'i edition cf T.Wuton'i Worki, vol, i, p. 141. 
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lection to be deposited, for the publick good, in 
the Museum. 

In the Library of the Cathedral Church of Lich- 
field, there is a manuscript of the Canterbury 
Tales. 

Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, I have been informed, 
possesses a fine manuscript copy of the Tales. 

Of the same poems two manuscript copies, men- 
tioned in the preface to Urry's Chaucer, are now ; 
in the collection of Jobn F. Keroble, Esq. and in 
that belonging to the late duke of Roxburghe ; 
the latter of which is remarkably beautiful ; and 1 
is believed to have been once the property of Sir' 
Henry Spelman. Urry had seen it, but did not' 
live to go through a collation of it. Nor has it 
been collated by Tyrwhttt. 

Since describing the manuscripts of Gower, I 
have seen another copy of the Confessio Amantis 
in the Heralds' College. 

Mr. Heber's Library, as will readily be. sup- 
posed, contains some manuscripts both of Gower's 
and Chaucer's poetry ; which to a future editor may 
afford employment, and of which the use, I am 
confident, would be readily granted by the liberal 
possessor ; of whom it will always be honourably 
said, that, " "having not little gold in his coffer," 
(in which respect Mr. Heber is a fortunate con- 
trast to Chaucer's philosophical and book-collect--' 

* See the character of the Clerk of Oxenforde in the Pro. 
logoe to the Canterbury Tale*, nr, 286, &c. 
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iDg Clerk nf Qxeirfarde, ) be wisely destined a 
considerable part to mental gratification, and, hap- 
pily for the interests of literature, 

"On bdfcsi aftd on teaming he it spent." 

XXXI. Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, &c. 

I conclude my notices of manuscripts with an 
account of a copy of the Tales, which in no re- 
spect is exceeded, perhaps I might say equalled, 
by any of thpse -already described. It was brought 
from the late duke of Bridgewater'a library at Ash- 
ridge ; and, I am persuaded, originally belonged 
to the collegiate library of that place. It now be- 
longs to the AJEarquis of Stafford. From whet ha*. 
been said in the first of these articles concerning 
manuscripts, and what will he related in this con- 
cluding article, it will readily be conceded that, 
in possessing two such manuscripts of our an- 
cient poetry, the noble owner may be justly con- 
gratulated by every Englishman. 

This manuscript is in folio, on v«Bnna, with 
illuminated capitate, and with figures, in the 
margin, at the commencement ef every Tale, 
of eacjh relate*. On two leaves, precedmg the 
Prologue, are the curious- Poems which form 
the .sixth division of the IHuBtrationa in this 
volume. The figures- are drawn aad coloured 
with great care, and present a very minute deli- 
neation of the dress and costume of Chaucer's 
time. From the margin, of the Taje of Melibcv*, 
6 
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the drawing of Chaucer, prefixed to this work, 
has been exactly copied. The writing is of the 
fifteenth century. It appears to me as a manu- 
script of excellent authority. The various read- 
ings, which it exhibits, are numerous. The order 
of the Tales, and other circumstances worthy of 
note in it, are as follow. 

The Knyghlei Tale* 

The Millcres Prologue and Tale. 

Over the figure of the Miller, in the margin, playing on a 
bag-pipe, is written, Robin w*. the bag-pype. 

The Revea Prologue and Tale. 

The Cokes Prologue and Tale. 

The wordea of the Hoost to the Compaigny c, 
.■ The Man of La wet Prologue and Tale; 

The Wif of Bathes Prologue and Tale. 

The Frew* Prologue and Tale. 

The Sompnoure* Prologue and Tale. 

The Clerk of Oxenfbrdes Prologue and Tale. 

The Marehante Prologue and Tale. 

The Squieres Prologue and Tale. 

Here w (Ac Prologue to the Squieres Tale, at in Mr. 
Tyrwhitt's edition of the Tales, tuhere it first appeared 
in print. There is, in this manuscript Prologue, a 
slight variation or two from Mr. Tyvwhitt's reading). 
At the end of the Tale, are the words Explicit secuods 
pan. Incipit pan tercia. 

Appollq whirl eth yp his ehaar »o hye . 
Til that the god mercurius houi the slye 

And it must be observed, that these lines are written by 
the same hand which wrote the rest of the manuscript. 
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So that it tkould teem, at if thtte line* vert really At 
beginning qf the continuation of the Squier't " half* 
told*' Tale. See also what it before taid on this tab* 
ject, p. 122. 
The Frankeleioes Prologue and Tale. 
The Phiucietu Tale. No Prologue. 
The Shiptnam Prologue and Tale. 
The Prioreatea Prologue fend Talc. 
Behold the mur^e wordei of the Hooat to Chaucer, then 
Chaucera Tale of Thopaa, at the date afwkkk it writ* 
ten, Heere the Hooat rtyntcth Chancer of Ua Tale 0/ 
Thopaa. 
Cbaucera Tale of Mel&ee. 
The Monkes Prologue and Tale. 

The tale it entitled, De Caaibua Yironuh UlHatrium. Tht 
Monk, painted m tht margin, it accompanied with two 
grey-houndt. At the end of the tab, Explicit Tragedy 
And, Heere rtynteth iheknygbt tb* tuonk of lii» tale. 
The Nonnea Prcettea Prologue and Tale. 
The Second Nonnea Prologue and Talc 
The Chanonea Yemannea Prologue and Tale. 

The first hneof thie Prologue mag tent at a specimen of 
the preferable reading, which this tnantacript emhiUtt, 
Xkryreads 

Whan endid was the life of saint Cecile : . 
Tyrwhilt read*. 

Whan that told wa» the lif of aeinte Cecile: 
This manutcript, with greater melody, 

Whan tooWt waa all the lyf of aciutt Cecile. 

The Manciples Prologue and Tale. 
The Penones Prologue and Tale. 
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At tht e»d qf thii 'Iklc it written, Hccre Wfceth the 
maker* of thi» book his lew. !ftMjvfl*UM Ac Re- 
tractation, at it it called, No* preye I to hem alle, 
fee. After which, Hoere Is ended die boot of the 
tales of Caunterbtwy compiled by Geflrey Chaucer of 
Whoa soule J ha Cri* hsuc- mercy. Anno. 

On the cover, at the end of the volume, written 
in a hand coeval with the rest of the manuscript, is 
Chaucer's Balade of gode counsaile, as Urry 
terms it; of which there are copies in other col- 
lections, as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed. In MS. 
Cotton. A. xvjii. it is said to have been made by- 
Chaucer " upon his death-bed lying m his an- 
guish;" but of such a circumstance Mr. Tyrwhitt 
requires some further proof. However, as the 
balade is admitted to be the genuine composition, 
of Chaucer, and as the anecdote of what is said to 
have occasioned it is interesting, I will close this 
account with exhibiting a copy of it, which, by 
the various readings of this manuscript, corrects 
in a few instances, such of the printed copies as I 
have examined. 

Flee fro tl»e preei, and dwell with sothfartnesse, 
Suflhe unto thy good though it be small ; 
* For hord hath hate, and clymbyng tykelnesse, 
Prees hath envye, and wele f blindeth oer all : 
Savor no more than thee byhove shall; 

* FtrU uniting in tht editions of 1561, and t6o». 
t ii Hal, aditt. 1 j6i, 160*. U trtil, edit. Un, 
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*Rede-wel thy self that other folk canst rede; 
And trouthe f (Ace shall deliver, it is no drede. 



J Tcmpeit thee nought al crolted to redresse. 
In trust of her that turneth as a ball; 
§ For grete reste stoat in ly tel bisynesse ; 
|| And eke beware to spurne agayn a nail; 
Stryve nought as doth % the crokke with the wall; 
** Demit It thy self that derntu o there* dede; 
And trouthe thee shall deliver, it is no drede. 

That thee is sent receyve in buxomnesse ; 
The wrastlyng ft/or this world oxeth a fall ! 
Here XX n S s none home, here ny* but wildernesses 
Forth, pilgrym, forth; §§ and forth, beite, out of thy Stall; 
It || Knowe thy contree, look up, thank God of all, 
%^HM the hye way, and let thy ghost thee led* ; 
And trouthe thee shall deliver, it is no drede. 

• Wttl, MS. 

f tin, winting in MS. 

f faint thee mr «A crottd, be. editt. ij6i, *6ot, Urr. 

'5 Ciele rettc itoxBtl, (fir, winling,) edict. 15*1, 160ft, tlrr. 

I Beirare aim, edict. ij6i, 1602, Urr. 

I a craie with a mil, editt. ij6l, 1609, Urr. 
** Oaimimtl ind Jaimitit, MS. 

ft =/tMs worid fljfcti, edict. 1561, ifioi, Urr. 

ft Here if » hone, here U, editt. 15A1, lios, Urr. 

§5 Atdjtrth, wanting in editt. I561, 1S0I. Unyrnif, Qkat. 

|j l| £wi< */ hi i/ f i, editt. 1561, 160*, and Uny, who sddl lij 0*4. 

II JF™ )ij Autf or AuK, editt. *j6t, 1601, Urr. 
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EXTRACTS 



CONFBSSIO A MANTIS 



GOWER. 



The Dedication and Preface from BertheUi's 
edition of the Poem in 1538. 

To the moste victorious and our moste gracious 
soueraigne lorde kynge Henry the viij. kynge of 
Englande and of France, defender of the feyth, 
and lorde of Irelande, etc. 

Platarke wryteth, whan Alexander had discom- 
fyte Darius die kynge of Perse, among other 
jewels of the sayde kynges there was founde a 
curyous lyttell cheste of great value, which the 
noble kynge Alexander beholdynge aayde, This 
*ame shall serve for Homere, Whiche is noted 
for the greate loue and fauour that Alexander had 
*Mo lernynge. But this I thynke veryly, that 
his loue and fauour therto was not so great as yo»r 
gracis; which caused me, moost victorious and 
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moste redoubted soueraigne lorde, after I bad 
printed this warm, to deuyse with my selfe* 
whether I myght be so bolde to presente your 
hyghnesse with one of them, and ao in your 
gracis name putt? then) ) forthe. Your moste 
hygh and moste princely maieste abasshed and 
cleane discouraged me so .to do, both bicause the 
present (as concernynge the value) was farre to? 
symple/ (as me though*,) and bycause it was 
other wyse my acte but as I toke some peyne to 
prynte it more correctly than it was before. And 
though I shulde says, that it was not moche great- 
ter peyne to that excellent clerke, the morall 
Iohn Goweb, to corapyle the same noble warke, 
{ban it was to me to prynt it ; no man will belevp 
it, without conferringe both the- printis, the olde 
and myn together. And as I stode in this basshe- 
ment, I remembred your incomparable clemency, 
tbe whiche, as I haue my selfe sometyme sene, 
mosfe graciously accepteth the sklender gyftes of 
small value, whiche your bighnes perceyued were. 
-ofTred with great and louynge. affection; and that, 
pot onely of the ijobuls and gjeat estates, but 
*lso of your meane subiectes: The whiche so 
nloche boldeth nje agayne, that though I of all 
other am your moste humble subiecte and ser- 
uaunte, yet my harte gyyeth me, that your hygh- 
nee, as ye are accustpmed to do, woll of; your 
itfostc benigne nature consider that I wold .with 
as good wyl, if it were as wel in my power,, gyve 
ynto your gra^e the mpst goodliest aijd : Iarg|«| 
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«ite of all the worlde. And this raoreoucr I very 
wel kntiwe, that both the nobuls and commons 
of this your noble royalme shall the soner accepte 
this bokk, the gladlyer rede it, and be the more 
diligent to marke and beare awey the morall doc- 
trines of the same, whanne they shall se it come 
forthe vnder your gracis name, whom they with 
all thejr very hartes so truely loue and drede, 
whom they knowe so excellently well lerned, 
whom they euer fynde so good, so iuste, and so 
gracious a prince. 

-And whosoeuer, in redynge of this warkk, doth 
consyder it well, shall fynde that it is plentifully 
gtjiffed apd fournysshed with manyfolde eloquent 
reasons, sharpe and quicke argumentes, and ex.? 
amples of great auctoritee, penswadynge vnto 
yertue, not onely taken out of the poetes, orar 
tours, history writers, and philosophers, but also 
puf of- the holy scripture. There is, to my dome, 
no man but that he may, bi reading of this warke, 
get right great knowlege, as wel for the vnder- 
standyng of many anddiuers autors, whose resort?, 
sayenges, and histories are translated in to this 
warke, as for the plenty of englishe wordes and 
-vulgars, besyde the furtheraunce of the Iyfe to ver- 
tue. Whiche olde englysshe wordes and vulgars no 
wyse man, bycause -of theyr antiquitee, wy]l throw 
a syde. For the wryters of la,ter dayes, the whiche 
beganne to loth and' bate these olde vulgars, whan 
(hey fhenvselfe wolde wryte in our englysshe 
fonge, were cfnstrayned to. brynge in, in theif , 
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writyngw, newe termes (as some call them) 
whiche they borowed out. of latyrie, frenche, and 
other languages; whiche caused that they, that 
vnderstode not those langages from whens these 
newe vulgars are fette, coude not perceyue their 
wrytynges. And though our most allowed olde 
autora dydde otherwhyle vse to horowe of other 
langages, eytber bycause of theyr metre or elles 
for lack "of a feete englysshe worde, yet that 
ought not to be a president to vs to heape them 
in, where as nedeth not, and where as we haue 
allredy wordes approued, and receyued, of the 
same eftecte and strength. The whiche if any 
man wante, let hym resorte to this worthy ou» 
wxyteb Iohn Goweb, that shal, as a fenterne, gyve 
hym lyghte to wryte counnyngly, and to garnysshe 
his sentencfa in our vulgar tonge. The which nobls 
adtooh I prostrate at your gracis feete, most lowly 
present, and beseche your hyghnes, that it may 
go forthe vnder your gracis fauour. And I shal 
ever praie, God, that is Alrayghtye, preserue 
your royal maieste in mooste longe continuance 
of all welthe, honour, glorye, and grace infinite. 
Amen, 

7b the reder. 
In tyme past whanne this wash was prynted, 
J can not very well coniecte what was the cause 
therof, the Prologue before was cleane altered. 
And by that mene it wold seme, that Gown 
dydde compyle it at the request© of die noble 
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duke Henry of Lancastre. And allthough the 
bokes, that be written, be contrary; yet I haue 
folowed therin the prynt copie, for as moche as 
it may gerue bothe weyes, and bycause moste 
copies of the same warke are in printe. But yet 
I thought it goode to wame the reder, that the 
writen copies do not agree with the prynted. 
Therfore, syr, I haue prynted here those same 
lynes, that I fyride in the wrytten copies. The 
wbiche alteracion ye shall perceyue beganne at 
the xxiii lyne in the Prologue, and goth forth on, 
as ye se here folowyng. 

In oar englyatbe I thioke make 
A boke for kynge Rychardes take. 
To whom belongeth my ligeance, 
With all my hartei obeyiaunce. 
In all that euer a. lyege man 
Viito his kynge may done or can; 
So far forth I me recommaunde 
To him, which all roe may comnwmdc| 
Preyend vnto the hygh reigne. 
Which cauaeth ettery kynge to reygne. 
That hit corone longe atonde. 

I thynke and haue it vndentwide 
Ai it befell vpon a tyde, 
Ac thynge whicbe thulde tho belyde, 
Vnder the towne of Newe Troy, 
Wbiche toke of Brute hw fyrete ioye ; 
In Themae, whan it wa* flowende, 
A« I by bote came rowetide, 
So aa fortune hir tyme aette. 
My lyege lord pepdiaunce I mette. 

Ogle — 



140 EXTRACTS FROM cover's 

A»d H befclle, u I came nygfa. 

Out of my bote, wban be me sygh, . 

He bad me come into his barge. 

Ami Whan I was with hym at large. 

Am on gea other things seyde. 

He hath this charge vpon me leyde, 

And bad me do my busynesse. 

That to his hygh worthyneaw 

Some ne»e thioge I shutde boke, . . 

That be hym selfe it myght loke. 

After the forme of my wrytynge. 

And thus vpon Ilia commaundynge 

Myn harte is well the more glad 

To wryte so as he me bad. 

And eke my feare is well the lasse 

That none enuy shall compasse. 

Without a reasonable wyle, 

To feyne and blame that 1 wryte. 

A gentyll harte bis tonge stylletb, 

That it malice none distilleth. 

But preyieth that is to be preysed : 

But he that hath his worde vnpeysed. 

And bandleth out ronge any thynge, 

I pray vnto the heuen kynge, 

Fro such tonges be me shilde. 

And netbeles this worlde is wylde! 

Of suche iangtynge, and what befall. 

My kynges heste I shall nqt folle^ 

That I in hope to deserue 

His thonke ne shall bis wyll obserue; 

And els were I nought excused. 

For that thyng may nought be refused* 
What that a kynge hym selfe byt : 
Forthy the symplest of my yryt, 
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I thy tike if that it may auayle, 
In bis semyse to trauaile. 
Though I syckenet haue vpon honde. 
And Jong haue had, yet woll I fonde. 
So as I made nay beheste. 
To make a boke after his heste. 
And wryte in suche a maner wyse, 
Whiche may be wysdome to the wyse, 
And play to hem that lyst to play. 
Bat in prouerbe I haue herde say. 
That who that wel his warke beginnelb. 
The rather a good ende he wynneth. 

And thus the Prologue of my Boke, 
After the worlde that whylom toke, 
And eke somdele after the newe, 
I woll begyn for to newe. 

And thus I saye for these lxx lynes there be as 
many other printed, that be cleane contrarye vnto 
these bothe in sentence and in meanyng. And 
furthermore there were lefte out, in dyuers places 
of the warke, lynes and columnes, ye and some- 
tyme holle padges, whiche caused that this roooste 
pleasaunt and easy auctor coude not wel fee per- 
ceyued ; for that, and chaungynge of wttrdes, 
and misordrynge of sentences, wolde haue mased 
his mynde in redynge that had ben very well 
lerncd. And what can be a greater blemysshe 
vnto a noble auctour ? And for to prejse wor- 
thily vnto you the great lemynge of this auc- 
tour, I knowe my selfe ryght mo.che vnable, ye. 
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shall your selfe now deme, when ye shall se hym 
(as nere as I can) sette forth in his owne shape 
and lykenes. And this the mene time I maye be 
bolde to saye, that if we shulde neuer haue sene 
his xounnynge warkes, the whiche euen at the 
full do wytnesse what a clerke he was; die 
wordcs of the moost famous and excellente Gef- 
fraye Chauser, that he wrote in the etide of his 
moste speciall warke that is entitled Troylus and 
Crc$cyde, do sufficiently testify the same, where 
he sayth : 

O monll Gower; this bake I direct* 
To the, and to the philosophical Strode, 
ToTouebMfe, thernedeu, to correcte. 
Of your benignite* and zelet good. 

The whiche noble wark, and many other of the 
sayde Chausers that neuer were before imprinted, 
and those that very fewe men knewe, and fewer 
hadde them, be nowe of late put forthe together 
in a fayre volume. By the whiche words of Chau^ 
ser we may also vnderstonde, that he and Gower 
were both of one selfe tyme, both excellently 
lerned, both great frendes together, and both 
alyke endeuoured them selfe and implored theyr 
tyme so wel and so vertuously, that they dyd not 
onely passe fdrth their lyfes here ryght honour- 
ably, but also for their so doing, so Ionge (of 
lykelyhode) as letters shal endure and continue, 
this noble royalme shall be the better, over and 
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bcgyde theyr honest fame and renowme. And 
thus whan they hadde gone theyr iourney, the 
one of them, that is to saye, John Gower, pre- 
pared for his bones a restynge place in the mo- 
nastery of *sagnl Jtfarye Overes, where som- 
what after the olde ffashion he lyeth ryght sump- 
tuously buryed, with a garland on his head, in 
ftoken that he in his lyfe dayes flouryshed 
freshely in literature and science. And the same 
moniment, in remembraunce of hym erected, is 
on the Northe syde of the foresayde churche, in 
the chapell of saynte Iohn, where he hath, of 
his owne foundation, a masse dayly songe. And 
moreouer he hath an obyte yerely done for hym, 
within the same churche, on fryday after the 
feaste of the blessed pope saynte Gregory. Be- 
syde on the wall where as he lyeth there be peynted 
three virgins, with crownes on theyr heades ; one 
of the whiche is wrytten Charitie, and she hold- 
eth this devise in her honde: 

En toy qui w fitz de dleu le perc 
Sauvc soil que gist souz cest piere. 

The second is wrytten Mercye, which holdeth in 
her hande this devise : 

■ O bone Jew fait ta mercy 
Al alme dont le corps gist icy. 

* Now Saint Saviour'! Church, Southwaik. 

t See Fwniii Thjone'i retnuk on ibii rircuinittnce, p. 14. 
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The thyrde of them is wryttcn Pity, whiche bold* 
eth in her hand this devise : 

Pur ta pile lean regards 

Et met cest alme ea satire -garde. 

And there by hongeth a table, wherin appereth 
that who so euef prailh for the soule of John 
Gower, he shall, so oft as he so dothe, nave a 
thousande and fyve hundred dayes of pardon. 

The other lyeth buryed in the monasterye of,, 
seynt Peters at Westminster in ap ile on the 
south syde'of the churche. 

On whose soules, and all christen, lesu have 
mercy. Amen. 
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The Tale of Ike -coffers or caskets, $c. in the 
jtfth hook*. 

In a Cronique f thus I rede: 

Aboute a king, as must nede, 

Ther was J °f knyghtes and squiers 

Gret route, and eke of officers: 

Some of long time him hadden served, 5 

And thoughten that they haue deserved 

Avancement, and gon withoute: 

And some also ben of the route, 

That comen but a while agon, • - 

And they avanced were anon. . 10 

• $■ 

These olde men upon this thing, 
So: as they durst, ageyne the king 
Among hemself compleignen ofte: 
But there is nothing said so softe. 
That it ne comith out at laste: 15 . 

The king it wlste, and § als so faste, 

* I prefer, in general, the text of Lord Stafford's manu- 
script; and correct this selection from it 

f this, in all the editions.. But Gower usually writes, 
" For in Crooike thus I rede," as in b. iii. And, " In a 
Cronique' I find tints," b. vii. 

% Of is wanting in all the editions, both in this and the 
next line. 

. § Carton's edit 1483, reads and aUfastt; that of 1532, 
anon to/aae; and that of 1554, anon altfatte. The manu- 
script is the true reading. 
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As he which was of high prudence: 

He shope therfore an evidence 

Of hem that plejgnen in * the cas. 

To knowe in whose defalte it was ; 20 

And all within his owne entent. 

That non ma wiste what it ment. 

Anon he let two cofres make 

Of one semblance, f and of one make, 

So lich, that no lif thilke throwe, 25 

That one may fro that other knowe: 

They were into his chamber brought. 

But no man wot why they be J wrought, 

And natheles the king hath bede 

That they be set in privy stede, 30 

As he that was of wisdom slih ; 

Whan he therto his time sih, 

All prively, that none it wiste, 

His owne hondes that one chiste 

Of fin gold, and of fin perie, 35 

The which out of his tresorie 

Was take, anon he fild full ; 

That other cofre of straw and mull 

With stones §meynd he fild also: 

Thus be they full bothe two. 40 

* Caxton, that. 

t and is panting in all 4ne editions- 

I brought, in all the editt. The manuscript U right 

§ Carton reads mew/d, the ed. 1533 mated, and 155* 
mated. The manuscript, ii the true reading, mtyttd, meint. 
Bungled. 

7 
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So that erliche upon a day 
He had within, * where he lay, 
Tlier should +be tofore his bed 
A bord up set and faire apred : 
And than he let the cofrea fette 45 

Upon the bord, and did hem tette. 
He knewe the names well of tho, 
The whiche agein him grutched go, 
Both of his chambre and of his halle. 
Anon and sent for hem alle ; SO 

And seide to hem in this wise. 

There shall no man | his hap despise : 
I wot well ye have longe served, 
And God wot what ye have deserved; 
But if it is along on me 55 

Of that ye unavanced be, 
Or elles if it belong on yow, 
The sothe shall be proved now: 
To stoppe with your evil word, 
Lo! here two cofrea on the bord; 60 

Chesc which you list of bothe two; 
And witeth well that one of tho 
Is with tresor so full begon, 
That if ye happe therupon 
Ye shall be riche men for ever: 65 

* All tbe editt there. 

f be is wanting in alt tbe edilt. 

% Caxton, hytn despyse. 

l« 
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Now chese, and take which you is lever, ' 

But be well ware ere that ye take, 

For of that one I undertake 

Ther is no maner good therein, 

Wherof ye *mighten profit winne. 70 

Now goth together of one assent, 

And ftaketh your avisement ; 

For, but I you this day avance. 

It slant upon your owne chance, 

Al only in defalte of grace ; 75 

So shall be shewed in this place 

Upon you all well afyn. 

Thai no defalte shal be myn. 

They knelen all, and with one vois ' 
The king they thonken of this chois : 80 

And after that they up arise, 
And gon aside, and hem avise, 
And at laste they acorde 
(Wherof her tale to recorde 
To what issue they be falle) . 85 

A knyght shall speke for hem alle: 
He krteleth doun Junto the king, 
And seith that they upon this thing, 
Or for to winne, or for to lese, 
Ben all avised for to chese. • 90 

* Caxton follows this reading. The other* read might. 
t maketh in alt the editions. The manuscript is right 
take your counsel together, &c. 
% to in all the editt 
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Tho toke this knyght a yerd on honde, 
And goth there as the cofres stonde, 
And with assent of everychone 
He Ieith his yerde upon one* 
And *seith the king how thiike same 95. 

They chese in reguerdon by name, 
And preith him that they might it have. 

The king, which wolde his honor save, 
Whan he had heard the common vois, 
Hath granted hem her owne chois, 100 

And toke hem therupon the keie; 
But for he wolde it were seie 
What good they have as they suppose. 
He bad anon the cofre unclose, 
Which was fulfild fwith straw and stones ! 105 
Thus be they served all at ones. 

This king than, in the same stede. 
Anon that other cofre undede, 
Where as they sihen gret richesse, 
Wei more than they couthen gesse. 110 

Lo ! seith the king, now may ye se 
That ther is no defalte in me; 
Forthy my self I wol aquite, 

* i. c. Mith to the king. 
t of. Caxton. 
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And bereth ye your owne wite 
Of * that fortune hath you refused. 

Thus was this wise king excused: 
And they lefte offher evil speche, 
And mercy of her king beseche. 

* i. c that which. 
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Of the gratification which the lover's passion 
receives from the sense of hearing. In the 
sixth book. 

Right as myn eye, with his loke, 
Is to myu hertea lusty cooke 
Of loves foode delicate ; 
Right so myn eare in his "estate, 
Wher as myn eye may fnought serve, 5 

Can wel myn Jherces thonk deserve; 
And feden him, fro day to day. 
With such deynties as he may. 

For thus it is that, over all 
Wher as I come in special), 10 

I may heare of my lady price: 
I heare one say that she Is wise; 
Another saith that 'she is good; 
And, some men sain, of worthy blood 
That she is § come; and is also 15 

So fair || that no wher is none so: 
And some men praise hir goodly chere. 
Thus every thing that I may heare* 
Which souneth to my lady goode,- 
Is to myn eare a lusty foode. 20 

* So Carton reads, and the MS. attate. , The edition* of 
1532, 1554, ttiue. 
t All the editt. not. 
X Caxton, era. 

§ Caxton, imc. • 

| Caxton, that there it none io. 
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And eke myn eare hath, over this, 
A deyntie feste whan so is- 
That I may heafe birselve speke; 
For than anon my fast I breke 
On suche wordes as she saith, 25 

That ful of trouth and ful of faith 
They ben, and of so good disport. 
That to myn eare great comfort 
They don, as they that ben delices 
For all the meates, and *atl the spices, 30 

That any Lombard couthe make, 
Ne be so lusty for to take, 
Ne so far forth restauratif, ' 
(I say as for myn owne lif,) 
As ben the wordes of hir'mouth. 35 

For as the fwindes of the South 
jBen most of alle debonaire; 
So, whan her $list to speke faire, 
The vertue of hir goodly speche 
Is verily myn hertes leche. 40 

And if it bo befalle among, 
That she carol upon a song. 
Whan I it hear, I am so fedd. 
That I am f fro miself so ledd 
As though I were in Paradis; 45 

' * So Caxton reads, the other editions omit this all. 
t Caxton, windows*. 

X Caxton, Benmott debonaire of all debonaire. 
§ All the editiom, lust. 
^ Caxton, fro my Igf. 
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For, certes, as to myn avis, 

Whan I heare of her voice the ateven, 

Me thinketh it is a blisse of heven. 

And eke in other * wise also. 
Full ofte time it falleth so, , 50 

Myn eare with a good pitance 
Is fedd of freding of romance 
OfYdoine and of Amadas, ~ 
That whilom weren in my cats ; 
And eke of other many a Jscore, 55 

That loveden long ere I was bore. 
For whan I of her loves ^rede, 
Myn eare with the tale I IT fede. 
And with the lust of her **histoire 
Somtime I draw into ft memoirs, 60 

How sorrow may not ever last; 
And so £j:hope cometh in at last 

* Caxton, other cot*. 
T Caxton, reding and of romance. 
J Caxton, tlore. 
§ Caxton, re.dde. 
If Caxton, fedde. 

** Caxton, hutorye. , ' 

ft Caxton, memotye. 

XX This is the better reading of the edit. 1554. The MS. 
Caxton, and 1532 read, cometh hope. 
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NOTES 

ON THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS FROM THE 
COJfF£SSlQ AMAtfflS. 



On tile Tale of thi Coffer*. 

C.OWKR cites'a Croatia as bis authority for -tint TaM. A 
similar riory in related in the t&ta SofHaadfmi ; Win which, 
many storiet in Gowtf {it nil beet otomed) that seem tffc be 
(tended upon ancient bWtorj, *r a* be' term* it " « cronflie," 
will appear upon examination to be taken. See Tyrwhitfi 
Chaucer, Oxford edit vol. it. 492. In the Gala Romano, 
nm, however, the story is told, at Mr. Warton Has remarked, 
with a much greater and a more beautiful variety of incident*. 
But, supposing the Gesia to have been his present authority, 
this would appear to be not the only instance in which Gotrer 
overpasses important circumstances in the original, and .in- 
troduces matters of comparatively little interest both in point 
of moral and imagination. SeeWarton't Hist, Eng^ PoAry, 
Dissert, vol. iii. lxi. — Mr. Douce, in his late excellent IBos- 
tratiens of Sbakspeare, has conjectured that, at tne English 
Gctta appears to have been extremely well known to Gbwejr 
and Lydgate, and also to Occleve, it it by no meant' impro- 
bable that the translation was made by one or the other of 
them. Illuttr. Shakip. vol. ii. 422. I mutt add that Gower, 
if Ac was the translator, stands sometimes self- condemned, in 
hit Coqfeuio Amantit, as an unobserving narrator and at a 
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poet who declined creditable imitation. Shakspeare, in his 
rtory of the three caskets in the Merchant of VejUce, judicioualy 
follows the Gcita. ' 

But Mr. Warton ha» also eoniidered the &ble,. which it 
told by the hermit Barnain to king Anarnmart in the ipi* 
rttoal romance of Barlaam and Jtxaphat, a* prebably the lex 
mote hut original source both of Gower'a Coffin and of Sbak- 
speare'i Cadcett; though be admits that Oower** immediate) 
author, if not Boccacio, waa perhaps Vincent of Beauraiiv 
who wrote about the year 1290, and haa incorporated the hUv 
tory of Barlaam and Joaaphat, who were, ctnoniied, into fail 
Speculum Historian. The story, m it stands in Boecacio, 
- seems indeed to be tine which Gower ha* more- okoely fol- 
lowed. In Barlaarn's narrative, four chests are fatredaced) 
m' Botfcatio's, as In Gewer's, only two. But the render 
(halt judge for himself ; as I Wit) lay before him. Own Mr; 
Warton, the Version of the spiritual romance; and wiH cite 
«b much -of the old English translation «f Boccacio, aa will 
illustrate the resemblance. 

The romance was written originally hi Greek, abont the 
beginning of the ninth century, by Johannes Damascenus, a 
Greek monk; and translated into Latin, Mr. Warton says, be- 
fore the thirteenth century. Damatctmts 4c Qnti* Barkum et 
Joaaphat is mentioned by Leland, Mr. Warton adds, at one of 
the manuscripts which he saw m NetlCy-abhey near South- 
ampton. In the archiepiscopal library at Lambeth Palace, 
there! ia now a fine copy of a- trarlthrtaon written in toe four- 
wssrttft dentary, and: eiMfclsd Natvaeiant* writ eicerpH dtlAn 
Jbt¥k*4trt <pm* c&apomt Jabanw* D ammmimi* Net 961. 
This appears to have been also abbey- property. For al ana 
beginning is wrtRCb, " Libef smote' Marie d* NoH> men in 
Sebn-awod," The sHort, which weare einminirtaveeeainonoer. 
n»fefc -lft a. "Be doibu* iM^lfodajwae* *t aJttnis e*aihu< 
mwtuo#on*l at cnatw tine liniuf ate avcaidnt nrpkti* Km 

putmf 
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The version of Barlaam. 



" Tim king commanded four chests to be made; two of 
which vera covered with gold, aud secured by golden locks, 
but filled with the rotten bones of human carcasses. The. 
other two were overlaid with pitch, and bound with rough 
cordi ; but replenished with precious stones and the most ex- 
quisite genu, and with ointments of the richest odour. He 
sailed his nobles together; and, placing these chests before 
them, asked which they thought most valuable. They pro- 
nounced those with the golden coverings to be the most pre- 
cious, supposing they were made to contain the crowns and 
girdles of the king. The two chests covered with pitch they 
viewed with contempt. Then said the king, I presumed 
what would be your determination ; for ye look with the eyea 
of sense. But to discern baseness or value, which are hid 
within, we must look with the eyes of the mind. He then 
ordered the golden chests to be opened, which exhaled an in- 
tolerable stench, and filled the beholders with borrour." 



From the old English translation of Boccacio. 

DAY 10. NOVEL 1. 

" Wherein may evidently be discerned, that servants to 
princes and great lords are many times recompensed rather 
by their good fortune, than in any regard of their dutiful! 



■■ " A Florentine knight, named Signior Ruggieri de* Figio- 
vanni, became a servant to Alphonso, king of Spain, who. 
In Ida opinion/ seemed but slightly to respect and reward 
him; in regard whereof, by a notable experiment, the king 
gave him a manifest testimony, that it was not through any 
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defect in him, but occasioned only by the knight's ill fortune; 
most bountifully recompensing him afterward." ' ' 

[In answer to the knight's observations, that the king- bad 
bestowed on one a castle, a town on another, and baronies on 
several persons, somewhat indiscreetly; as giving bountifully 
to men of no merit, and restraining all his favours from htm; 
the reply and subsequent conduct of the king are what re- 
semble the tale of Gower.] 

" Believe me, Signior Ruggieri,- replied-the king, if I 
have not given you such gifts, as perhaps I have given to 
others far inferiour to you in honour and merit ; this happened 
not through any ignorance in me, as not knowing you to be a 
most valiant knight and well worthy of special respect, but 
rather through your own ill fortune, which would not suffer 
me to do it; whereof she is guilty, and not I; as the truth 
thereof shall make itself apparent to you. 

" Sir, answered Ruggieri, I complain not because I have 
received no gift from you, as desiring thereby covetously to he- 
come the richer, but because you have not any way acknow- 
ledged what virtue is remaining in me. Nevertheless, I allow, 
-your excuse as good and reasonable; and am heartily con- 
tented to behold whatsoever you please, although I do confi- 
dently credit you, without any further testimony. 

. The king conducted him then into the great ball, where, as 
he had before given order, stood two great chests fast locltt ; 
and, in the presence of all his lords, the king thus spake.- 
Signior Ruggieri, in one of these chests is mine imperial 
. crown, the scepter royal, the mound, and many more of my 
richest girdles, rings, plates, and jewels, even the very best 
that are mine : the other is full of earth only. Choose one of 
these two ; _ and that, which thou makest election of, upon my 
royal word thou ihalt enjoy. Hereby shalt thou evidently 
perceive who hath been ungrateful to thy deserving* ; either 1, 
or thine own bad fortune. Ruggieri, seeing it waa the king's 
pleasure to have it so, chose one of them, which* the king 
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caused presently to be opened. It proved lo be the nunc that 
wu full of earth; whereat the king, smiling, said thus unto 

" You see, Sigptor ftuggieri, that which I nid concerning 
your ill fortune j» very (rue ; but, questionless, your valour U 
of such desert, th>t I ought to appose myself against all her 
malevolence. And, because I know that you are Dot minded 
to become a Spaniard, I will give you neither cattle nor dwel- 
ling-place ; hut J will bestow the chest on you, in nicer de- 
■night of jour malicious fortune, which she so unjustly took 
away from you. Carry it home with you into your country, 
(bat there it may nuke an apparent testimony, in the sight of 
all your wejl-willem, both of jour own virtuous deserving* and 
njjf bounty." 



On the second Extract from Gewer. 

The former extract was a specimen of Cover's talent as a 
narrator. This exhibits him as a poet ; and, perhaps, from 
no part of his works could an rwmpk of greater elegance he 
drawn than the gratification of the lover which I ha»e cued. 
I proceed to romafk, tb.at jn the fallowing verses ; 

And if it ft bendlfl among, 
Tfeat she carol upon a wag. 
Whan I it bearc, I am so fedd, 
'JVt J am fro myself so ledd 
A* though I were in Paradis; 
for, ferloj, at to myn avis. 
Whan. I heart of hir yoioe the Steven, 
We (Wnfcttb it W * W»»P of be wo; 

he nearly equals the tender gallantry of Petrarch, Cans, xift 
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Quantc volte diss* io 
Alitor picn di spavento, 
Costei per fenno nscque in paradisu; 
Cosi carco d' oblio 
11 divin portamento, 
£ 1 volio, 1 1« parole, e '\ dojce riao 
M' haveauo, e n divin 
Da V imagine vera ; ' 

Cb' i dices aospirandot 
Qui come venn' io, o quando ? 
Cre^endo esser* in piet, non 14, dor* era. 

Nor is he far distant indeed from that grace, with whitf} a 
.later bqt the loftiest poet of our country has described (fee 
gratification' derived from. sweet sounds, in hit Covw; whepi 
the lady's singing ip compared to that of the Syrens; 

Who, at they twig, would take the pritm'd sou/. 
And lap it in Etytivm .- Scytla wept, 
And chid her harking waves into attention. 
And fell Charyhdi* munnur'd soft applause: 
Yet they ia pleating tlitmhcr /«/f rf tie .sense, 
And in tweet madness raffid it V" itoe{fi 
But such a sacred and home-felt delight, 
Such sober certainty of waking htin, 
I never heard till now !: — 

In the further avowal of b» gratification, Cover's lover 
«js. 

And eke in other wise also. 

Full ofte time it feUeth so, 

Myn eare with a good pitooce 

Is fedd of reding of romance 

Of Ydoine and of Amadaa, 

That whilom wcren in my caaj 
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And eke of other many a score, 
That lorcden long ere I was bore. 
For whan I of her loves rede, 
Myn eare with the tale I fede, &c. 

Here Gower appears, as Mr. Warton has observed, to have 
been a great reader of romances. See his references, already 
cited, to the romance of Launcelot, &c. in this volume, p. ' 
106. The romance of Idoync and Amadas, here particula- 
rised, is recited as a favourite history, among others, in the 
prologue to a collection of legends, called Cursor Mundi, an 
ancient poem, translated from the French. Their names also 
occur in the old Fabliau of Gautier d'Aupais. See Warton's 
Hist, Eng. Poetry, vol. ii." 24, 'and Ritson's Metrical Ro- 
mances, vol. iii. 325. Their celebrity, as lovers, to which 
Gower here alludes, is recorded 'in the romance of Siatrr, 
ver. 122. edit Ritson. 

Idoyne and Amadat, 

With love that was so trewe ; 
For they loveden hem with honour ; 
Portrayed they wer with trewe-love flour. 

Of stones bryght of bewe, 
, Wytb carbunkull and safere, &c 

I have not however met with any analysis of these once fa- 
mous memoirs of Idoync and Amadat. The romance appears 
to have been one of those bequeathed by Guy Beauchairip, 
earl of Warwick, to the' Abbey of Bordesley in Worcester- 
shire. This bequest is so curious an illustration of our ancient 
literary history, that I have no hesitation in transcribing it 
from the copy which exists in archbishop Sancroffs collection 
of historical documents, written with his own hand, and ex- 
tracted from Mr. Asbmole's Register of the Earl of Ailes- 
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biiry's Evidences, fol. 1 10. Lambeth Manutcriptt, No. S.T7. 
foL 18. b. 

" A tus iccux, qe ccste lettre verront, cm orrount, Gwy 
de Beaucliatiip, Couhte .de Warr. Saluz en Deu. Sachez 
nous aVeir bayle c en la garde la- Abbe e leCweflt de Borr 
desleye lesse & demorer A touz jours t.ouz.les'IWoaunt'es de 
souz nomssj ceo est assaveyr, un Volum, :qe est ;appde 
Tresor. Un Volum, en le quel est k premer livere.de Lan- 
celot. . E un Volum del Romaunce de Aygnes. Un Sauter 
de Romaunce. Un Volum des Evangelic*, e de Vie. dea 
Seina. ■ Un Voluni, qe p'le des quatre principals Gestes' de 
Charles, e de<dooun,*e de Meyace,.e de. Girard de Vkoe, 
It de Emery de Nerbonne. - Un Volum del Romaunce 
Emond de Ageland, e deu Roy Charles doounde Nairn toik. 
E le .Romaunce de Gwyoun de Nauntoyl. E un Volum del 
Romaunce Titus et Vespasien. E un Volum del Romaunce 
Josep ab Arimathie, e deu Seint GraeL E un Volum, qe 
p'le coment Adam fust euieslii bors de paradys, e le- Generic. 
E un Volum * en le.quol sount contenuz ; toune. des! Ro- 
mauncei, ceo est aseaveir. Vitas patrum an comencewent; e 
pus un Coufite de Anteypt; e.la Vision. Seint Pol; & put 
lea Vies des xii Seins. - E le Romaunce' de Wiliame de 
, Loungespe.: E Aulorites dea Seina humea. E : le Mirour de 
Alme. Un Volum,: en k quel sount comeniiz la Vie Seint 
Peree '.Seint Pol, e des autre* Ht. E un Voiom, qc est 
appele VApocalipe. Eun.lrverede Phistk e de Snrgie.. Un 
Volum del Romaunce de Gv>-y e ■de la Reytrnc tut enteremcnt. 
Un Volum de) Romaunce de rTrbiea. Un VoJomdel Ro- 
maunce. de Wiliame > de ; Orenges e de Tebaudde, Arable. 
Un/Voium del Romaunce de Amite* de Iddint, Un" Volum 
del Romaunce .Girard de Virne. ■ Un Volum del Romaunce 
deu Bitot, e> del Roy .Costentine.- :Un Volum i de : ,;le en- 
seignem 1 . Aristotle enveiez au Roy Alijaunare. Un Volum 
de la mort ly Roy Arthur, e de Mordret. Un Volum, en 
le quel sount contenuz lea Enfaunces Nostre Seygneur, co> 
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went il fiijt tatrai en EgipL E la Vie Scint Edw'. E la 
Visioun Scint Pot. La Vengeaunce n're Seygneur par Vet* 
pnaien e Titus. E la Vie Seint Nicolas, qe fust nex en Pa- 
lm. E la Vie Seint Eustace. E la Vic Seint Cudlac. E 
la Passioun n're Seygneur. E la Meditacioun Seint Ber- 
nard dc n're Dame Seint Marie, e del Passioun aour douz 
' fix Jen Creiat n're Seign'. E la Vie Seint Eufratie. E la 
Vie Seint Radegounde. E la Vie Seint Juliane. Un Vo- 
lum, en lequel e»t aprise de Enfant* et lumiere a Lays. Un 
Volum del Romaunce d'Alisaundre, ore peintnret. Un 
petit rouge livere, en le quel aount contenuz mow diverse* 
chose*. Un Volum del Romaunce des Mareschaiis, e de 
Ferebras, e de Alisaundre. Lea queus livre* nous grauntona 
pur noa hey m e pur not assignee qil demorront en la dit Ab. 
beye, &c. — Escrites au Bordeileye le premer jour de May, k 
an du regn le Roy Edw*. trenlime quart." 

To the lovers of our early history, the exhibition of the 
preceding document cannot but be gratifying. Nor may it 
be otherwise, I trust, than serviceable to the cause of national 
literature, if I also give a brief account of manuscripts, hi- 
therto undeacribed, containing romaraxi which were popular 
in the time of Gower and Chaucer ; since to those, who are 
fond of investigating the manners and language of elder daya, 
they may afford abundant employment, however employment 
might be thought almost fruitless after the labours of Mr. Riu 
ton and Mr. Ellis in this department of learning. But the 
subject is evidently not exhausted. 

The first manuscript, which I offer to notice, is in the pos- 
session of the Marquis of Stafford ; and waa lately presented 
to his lordship by General Leveeon Gower. It it a small 
Mo; written, on vellum, apparently in the fourteenth cen- 
tury; and it in several placet mutilated or injured. The 
contents are at follow. 
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I. Kyng Richard. 

This is very imperfect, and much obliterated, at, the be- 
ginning ; but want* only twelve lines to complete it at tbt 

end ; closing with 

Criitcn men for and nere 
Mygt go to Jerusalem 
To the Sepukre and Bedfem 
To Olyvete and to Nazareth well 
To Jaffya and to Maiden Castel ; 

and exhibiting, even in these few lines, several variations 
(which indeed is the case throughout the poem) from the 
printed copies. It consists of forty four leaves, containing 
where perfect forty lines in each page, as the manuscript 
throughout exhibits when the poetry consists of couplets; and 
is more complete than any manuscript copy inspected by Mr. 
Ellis, who was obliged, in his entertaining analysis of Me- 
trical Romances, to complete his account of Richard from the 
printed copies. 



II. Bevous of Hampton. 

This is not quite perfect It is correct for seventeen 
leaves together ; after which are interspersed in the subse- 
quent romances two separate leaves; and the volume con- 
cludes, after the fragment of Sir Dcgore, with thirty two 
more leaves of this romance in uninterrupted succession. It 
contains eleven more stanzas, antecedent to the change of the' 
poem into couplets, than appear to have been known to Mr. 
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III. Florence and Btanchefloure. 

This is written on thirteen leaves and a half, but is also 
imperfect. It contains, however, upwards of three hundred 
lines more than Mr. Ellis appears to have • been acquainted 
with ; whose account of this romance is completed from the 
entertaining work of M. de Tressan. RiUon mentions the 
imperfect copy of this romance as preserved in the Advocates? 
library at Edinburgh ; and deplores the loss of another, for- 
merly in the Cotton collection. With the existence of any 
other manuscript copy he was not acquainted. 



IV. The battell of Troye. 

This romance appears to be perfect I have hitherto met 
with no account of it. It fills twenty three leaves and a half. 
The subject is divided into ten battles, at the close of each of 
which, is a numerical notification : 

Lordinges, saunz faile, 

Of Troye this is the fourth bataile, &c. 

And it concludes : 

Now, lordinges, saunz faile, 
Of Troye this is the tenth bataile. 

Explicit bellum de Trcye. This curious romance, unknown to 
Warton, Percy, Ritson, and Ellis, will be an interesting; 
object to those who may now eater upon the subject of 
our Metrical Romances. It seems as if Gower bad been ac- 
quainted with it; for, in the fifth book of his Ccntftmo. 
Amantu, describing Achilles disguised in female apparel* 
7 
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though he refers in his usual manner to " a cronike," he pre- 
sent! an account somewhat similar to that of the present ro- 
mance. Gower"s description is this. 

Achilles than stodc nought stillc, 
• Whan he the bright helme behelde, 

The swerde, the hauherke, and the shelde. 

His hertefeUe therto amine, 

Of all that other wolde he none. 

The knightet gcrc be uudcrfongeth. 

And thilke arraic, which that belonged 

Vnta the women, he forsake. 

And in this wyse, as say th the boke, 

They knowen than whiche he wm. 

For he goth forth the great poos 

In to the chambrt, where he late, 

Anone, and made no delate : 

He artneth hym in knightly wite, 

That better can no man devise. 

And at fortune sholdefalle, 

He came so forth toforc hem ail. 

Let us now peruse the hero's abandonment of his disguise, in 
The battell of Troye; premising, that the knights, sent to 
discover him, determine not to give him the choice of femi- 
nine ornaments, but only that of helm, hauberk, shield, and 
spear. 

The knygtes toke counsel ech oon. 
Or they wolde thennes goon. 

That they wolde gere the maydens broohe and ryrig ; 
But Achilles wolde they geve nothing; 
But helm, hauberk, sheld, and spere. 
To Achilles wolde they here. 
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Whan Achilles saw that ryche thing, 

He wold forsake broche and ryng. 

Through kynde he wolde the armure take, 

And ryng and broche he wolde forsake. 

And on the morow, withoute lesyng. 

The knygtei ete with Lycamedes the kyng: 

And when the bord was up t"an, 

The maydens daunced everycboon : 

The knygtes geve the may dens broche and ryng. 

But Achilles geve they nothing : 

They leide before him sheld and spere. 

And a lie maner armor that a knygl shnld were. 

Achilles beheld fill rygt 

The armor that was fairc and brygt : 

To the armor he yede in bast, 

And on him he gan it cast. 

Whan he was annyd in yren and Steele, 

Than at the first it liked him welle. 

Than spake Achilles boldely ; 

Sir king, armor were wol y : 

I am no woman as mot y the ; 

I am a man as he ye : 

In maydens daunce y wyl not ga", 

But to armor brygt y will me ta* ; 

Forthy, sir king, y pray the, 

Dubbe me knyght for charite, &c. 



V. Athjfs and Amylion. 

This is perfect, add fifis thirteen leaves. It exhibits many 
readings differing from the copy which Mr. Ellis has used. 
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VI. Sir Eglamour. 
A aingle leaf only of this Romance. 



VII. Sir Degore. 

Of tins Romance two leaves only, containing one hundred 
and sixty lines.— 

In die Manuscript, which I have thus described, innu- 
merable are the variations from the readings in Mr. Ellis's 
printed Romances; which may support a conjecture thai the 
Romances, here given, may be original translations and not 
copies of other manuscripts. 

To the account of this Manuscript, I have also to add that 
©fa valuable copy of the ancient Romance of Ltbeaut Dit~ 
w w w . This " romance of price," as Chaucer calls it in hit 
Rime qf Sir Tkopas, has been printed by Ritson in bit Me- 
trical Romances ; and had before been analysed by Dr. Percy 
in his Reliques of Ancient Poetry. If this copy bad been ex- 
amined by Ritson, he would have found numerous readings of 
better note than those which the copy that he followed gives, 
and several stanzas which that copy also wants. Though con- 
tained in a volume, which is one of the oldest inhabitants in 
the Lambeth library, it has escaped the notice of those to 
whom the collection l haa been familiar, and to whom the 
investigation of our ancient literature has been among 
their greatest pleasures; I mean, Gibson, Tanner, Percy, 
and Warton. It is among the Lambeth manuscripts, 
No. 306. /olt5. ttmq. 
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EXTRACTS 



THE POETRY 



CHAUCER. 



The Prologue to the Canterbury Totes from 
Tyrwhitt's edition. 

Whannk that April with his shoures sote 

The droughte of March hath perced to the rote 

And bathed every veine in swiche licotir. 

Of whiche vertue engendred is the flour ; 

Whan Zephirus eke with his sote brethe 5 

Enspired hath in every holt and hethe 

The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonde 

Hath in the Ham his halfe cours yronne, ' 

And smale foules maken melodie, 

That slepen alle night with open eye, 10 

So priketh hem nature in hir corages; 

Than longen folk to gon on pilgrimages. 

And palmeres for to seken strange strondes. 

To serve halwes couthe in sondry londes ; 
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172 chaucer's prologue , 

And specially, from every shires ende 15 

Of Englelond, to Canterbury they wende, 
The holy blisful martyr for to seke, 
That hem hath holpen, whan that they were seke. 

Befelle, that, in that seson on a day, 
In Southwerk at the Tabard as I lay, 20 

Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage 
To Canterbury with devoute corage, 
At night was come into that hostelrie 
Wei nine and twenty in a compagnie 
Of sondry folk, by aventure yfalle 25 

In felawship, and pilgrimes were they alle, 
That toward Canterbury wolden ride. 
The chambres and the stables weren wide. 
And wel we weren esed atte beste. 

And shortly, whan the sonne was gon to reste, 
So hadde I spoken with hem everich on, 31 
That I was of hir felawship anon, 
And made forword . erly for to rise, 
To take oure way ther.ds I you devise. 

But natheles, while I have time and space, 35 
Or that I forther in this tale pace, 
Me thinketh it accordant to reson, 
To tellen you alle the condition 
Of eche of hem, so as it seined me, . 
And whiche they weren, and of what degre; 40 
And eke in what araie that they were inne: 
And at a knight than wol I firate beginne. 
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THE KNIGHT. 



173 



A Knight therwas, and that a worthy man, , 
That fro the time that. he firste b'egan 
To rideh out, he loved chevalrie, ' 45' 

Trouthe and honour, frcdoin and *urtesie. 
Ful worthy was he in his lordes werte. 
And therto hadde he ridden, no man ferre, 
As wel in Cristendom as in Hethenesse, 
And ever honoured for his worthinesse. 60 

At Alisandre he was whan it was wonne, 
Ful often time he hadde the bord begoniie 
Aboven alle nations in Pruce. 
In Lettowe hadde he reysed and in Ruce, 
No cristen man so ofte of his degre. 66 

In Gernade at the siege eke hadde he be .'('.- 
Of Algesir, and ridden in Belmarie. ' ■< 
At Leyes. was he, and at Satalie, - , , . ' 

Whan they were worine;' and in the Grete see' 
At many a noble armee hadde he be. ■■■ 60 
At mortal batailles hadde he ben fiftene, ' 
And foughten for our faith at Tramisgerie " 
In listesthries, and ay /slain his 1 fo. 

This ilke worthy knighthadde ben also , 
Somtime with the' lord of. Palatie, 63 

Agen another hejhenin Tutkie: 
And evermore he hadde a sovereine pris. ; 
And though that he was worthy he was wise. 
And of his port as meke as is a maydei '■ , ' 
He never yet no vilanie ne savde 70 
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In alle his lif, unto no manere wight. 
He was a veray parfit gentil knight. 
But for to tellen you of his araie, 
His hors was good, but he ne was not gaie. 
Of fustian he wered a gipon, 75 

Alle besmotred with his habergeon, 
For he was late ycome fro his viage, 
' And wente for to don his pilgrimage. 



THE SQJUIER. 

With him ther was his sone a yonge Sqoibr, 
A lover, and a lusty bacheler, 80 

With lockes crull as they were laide in presse. 
Of twenty yere of age he was I geese. 
Of his stature he was of even Iengthe, 
And wonderly deliver, and grete of strengthe. 
And he hadde be soratime in chevachie, 85 

In Flaundres, in Artois, and in Picardie, 
And borne him wet as of so litel space. 
In hope to stonden in his ladies grace, 

Embrouded was he, as it were a mede 
Alle ful of fressbe floures, white and rede. 90. 
Singing he was, or floyting alle the day, 
He was as fresshe, as is the moneth of May. 
Short was his goune, with sieves long and wide. 
Wei coude he sitte on hors, and fayre ride. 
He coude songes make, and wel endite, 95 

Juste and eke dance, and wel pourtraie and write. 
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So hote he loved, that by nightertale 

He slep no more than doth the nightingale. 

Curteis he was, lowly, and servieable. 
And carf before his fader at the table. 100 



THE *SQ.UIERES YEMAN. 

A Yeman hadde he, and servantet no me 
At that time, for him ltiste to ride so ; 
And he was cladde in cote and hode of grene. 
A shefe of peacock arwes bright and kene 
Under his belt he bare ful thriftily. 105 

Wei coude he dresse his takel yemanly: 
His arwes drouped not with fetheres lowe. 
And in his hond he bare a mighty bowe. 

A not-hed hadde he, with a broune visage. 
Of wood-craft coude he wel alle the usage. 110 
Upon his arme he bare a gaie bracer, t 
And by his side a swerd and a bokeler, 
And on that other Bide a gaie daggere, 
Harneised wel, and sharpe as point of spere : 
A Cristofr© on his brest of silver Bhene. lift 

An horne he bare, the baudrik was of grene. 
A foreter was he sothely as 1 gesse. 

* So I designate this character, in oppoaitkn to Mr. Tyi* 
whitfa martton. See myj:emark»«BCh««cer'i pilgrim*. 
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THE PMIOSESSE. 

. Ther was also a Nonne, a Priorebse, 

That of hire smiling was ful simple and coy;' 

Hire gretest othe n'as but by Seint Eloy; 120 

And she was cleped madame Eglentine. 

Ful wel she sange the service devine, 

Entuned in hire nose ful swetely; 

And Frenche she spake ful fayre and fetisly, 

After the scole of Stratford atte bowe, \%b 

For Frenche of Paris was to hire unknowe. 

At mete was she wel ytaughte withalle; 

She lette no' morsel from hire lippes falle, 

Ne wette hire fingres in hire sauce depe. 

Wel coude she carie a morsel, and wel kepe, 130 

Thatte no drope ne fell upon hire brest. 

In curtcsie was selte ful moche hire lest. 

Hire over lippe wiped she so dene, 

That in hire cUppe was no ferthing sene 

Of grese, whan she drbnken hadde hire draught. 

Ful semely 'after hire-mete she might. . 136 

And sikerly, she was of grete disport, 

And .fill, piesant, and amiable of port, 

And peined Jure to contrefeten chere 

Of court, and ben estatelich of manere, 140 

And to be» holden digne of reverence. 

But for to speken of hire conscience, 
She was so charitable and so pitous, 
She wolde wepe if that she saw a mous 
Caughte in a trappe, if it were ded or bledde. 145 
Of smale houndes hadde she, that she fedde 
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With rested flesh, and milk, and wastel brede. 
But sore wept she if on of hem were dede. 
Or if men smote it with a yerde smert: 
And all was conscience and tendre herte. ' .150 

Ful.semely hire wimple ypinched was; 
Hire nose tretis; hire eyen grey as glas; 
Hire mouth ful smale, and therto soft and red; 
But sikerly she hadde a fayre forehed. 
It was almost a spanne brode I trowe; 155 

For hardily she was not undergrowe. 

Eul fetise, was hire cloke, as I was ware. 
Of smale corall aboute hire arm she bare 
A pair of bedes, gauded all with grene; 
And. therein herig-a broche of gold ful shene, 160 
On whiche-waa::firsty-writeh-a crouned A, 
And after, Amor vincit omnia. 

Another .jNonnk also with Hire hadde she, 
That was hire 'cnapelleine; and Pribstis thre. 



THE MONK. 

i .'. ,' ..'. ... 

A Monk ther was, a fayre. for the maistrie, 165 
An out-rider, that loved venerie; 
A manly man, to .ben an abbot able. 
'.Ful many a deinte hors hadde he in'stable: . 
And whan, he rode, men mighte his bridel here 
Gingeling in a, whistling wind as? clere, . . 170 
And eke as loiide, .-as: doth the chapell belle, 
Ther as this lord wasikepea of the celle. 

The reule.pf sejnt Miiiire and of semt Beneit, 
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Because that it was olde and somdele itreit. 

This ilke monk lette olde thinges pace, 175 

And held after the newe world the trace. 

He yave not of the text a pulled hen. 

That saith, that hunters ben not holy men; 

Ne that a monk, whan he is rekkeles. 

Is like to a fish that is waterles; 180 

This is to say, a monk out of his clobtrc. 

This ilke text held he not worth an oistre. 

And 1 say his opinion was good. 

What shulde he studie, and make himselven wood, 

Upon a book in cloistre alway to pore. 185 

Or swinken with his hondes, and laboure, 

As Austin bit? how shal the world be served? 

Let Austin have his awink to him reserved, 

Therfore he was a prickasoure a right : 

Greihoundes he hadde as swift as foul of Sight ': 

Of pricking and of hunting for the hare 190 

Was all his lust, for no cost wolde he spare. 

I saw his sieves purfiled at the hond 
With gris, and that the finest of the lond. 
And for to fasten his hood under his chinne, 195 
He hadde of gold ywrought a curious pkme: 
A love-knotte in the greter end ther was. 
His hed was balled, and shone as any glas. 
And eke his face, as it hadde ben anoint. 
He was a lord fill fat and in good point. 960 

His eyen stepe, and rolling in his hed. 
That stemed as a forneis of a ted. 
His botes abuple, his hois in gret estat, 
Now certainly he was a feyre preltt. 
He was not pale as a forpined gost, 201 
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A fat swan lowed he best of ariy rest. 
His palfrey was as broune u is a bery. 



.m&,wM&& ■•■■■• 

AFrsrb ther was, a wanton aqd.ameryj 
A Limitour, a ful splempne man. 
In all the ordres foure is non that can .210 

So moche of daliance and fayre langage. 
He hadde ymadc ful many a manage 
Of yonge wimmen, at his owen cost. 
Until his ordre he was a noble, post, , 

Ful weVbeloved, and familier was he;. (i| . 815 
With franketeins over aU in his conjree,i 
And eke with w.ojrthy. wjmmen pf the ip.unj: . 
For he had power of confession, ( 

As saide himselfe, more than.a c^ujat. 
For of his ordrehe.wa^ljcenciat. 2HP 

Ful Bwetejy herds, he confession, .. - 

And plesant was hi$ absolution. 
He. was an esy man .to, give penanpe, . 
Ther as he wiste, to han a good uifance : 
For unto a poure ordre; for, to give Sffi 

Is signe that a man is wel yehrive. 
For tfj^gave, he donate make, ayanj. 
.He wiste, (hat a man was repentant. 
For many a man so hard k of his herte, . 
He may. not wepe although him sore smeute. S$P 
Therfore in sted^ qfw.eping and.praieres, 
Men mote give ailycr. to,; the goure irerea. 

:Hi» .tjp^t was fy fcrsed ful. of knives, 
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And pinneir, for to given fayre wives. 

And certainly he hadde a.mfery note. 235 

Wei coude he singe and plaien on a rote. 

Of yeddinges he bare utterly the pris. 

His nekke was white as the flour de lis. 

Therto he strong was as a champioun, 

And knew wel the tavernes in every toun, 340 

And every hosteler and gay tapstere, 

Better than a lazar or a beggere, 

For unto swiche a worthy man as he 

Accordeth nought, as by his faculte, 

To haven with sike lazars acquaintance. 3-15 

It is not honest, it may not avance, 

As for to delen with no swiche pouraille, 

But all with riche, and sellers of vitaille. 

And over all, ther as profit shuld arise, 
Curteis he was, and lowly of scrvisc. 850 

Ther n'as no man nowher so vertuous. 
He was the beate begger in all his hous: 
And gave a certeine fenne for the grant, 
Non of his bretheren came in his haunt. 
For though a widewe hadde but a shoo, 355 

(So plesant was his In principio) 
'Yet wold he have a ferthiag or he went. 
His pourchas was wel better than his refit. 
And rage he coude as it hadde ben a whelp. 
In iovedayes, ther coude he mochel help. 260 
For ther was he nat like a cloisterere, 
'With thredbare cope, as is a poure scolere, 
But he was like a maister or a pope. 
Of doubie worsted was his semicope, 
That round wad as a belle out of the preMe. 265 

• 
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Sorawhat he lisped for hfc .wantonnesse, 

To make his EDglt9hswete.upon.iii9 tonge; ■ *_■•" 

And in his harping* whan that be hadde: songe, .'. 

His eyen twtnkeled nr. his hfid aright. 

As don thesterreain aJrosty night; ?. .870. 

This--worthy. limitour waa clepcd Httberd. ■ ■ ,. I 



THE MARCHAXT. 

i A Marchant was .ther with a forked herd* 
In mottelee, and highe on hors he sat, . 
And on his hed a Flaundrish bcver hat. 
His botes elapsed fay re and, fetisly. 
His resons. spake he fnl solempncly, 
Souning alway the encrese of his winning. ;, 
He wold the see were kept for any thing 
Betwixen Middelburgh and Orewell. 
Wei couij he in eschaages sheldes selle. 
This worthy, man ful-wel his,.wit besetts;.. 
Ther wiste.no wight that he was in dettc,, 
So stedefastly didde he his governance, 
With his bargeines, and with his chevisance. 
Forsothc he was a -worthy man withal le, 
But soth to sayn, I n'ot how men him calle. 



THE CLERK OF OXEWFQR&&, 

A Cukek ther was of Oxikforde also, 
That unto logike hadde long ygo. 
As lene waa his hors as is a rake. 
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And he was not right fat, I undertake ; 890 

But loked holwe, and therto soberly. 

Ful thntdbare was his owrent eonrtepyv 

For he hadde geten him yet no benefice, . 

Ne Was nought worldly to have an office. 

For him was fewer han at iris beddes bed 393 

A twenty bokes, clothed in black or red. 

Of Aristotle, and his philosophic 

Than robes riche, or 'fide!; or sautrie. 

But all be that he was a philosophre, 

Yet hadde he but ittel gold'in cofre, 300 

But all th-t he might of Mi frendes herrte; -■' ' " : 

On bokes and on feniirig he ft srtente, 

And besily gan for the 5 I&ulespraife ' ' 

Of hem, that yave hini'wherwlth to scdhXi. '"''_' ''— 

Of studie tbke he' moste cute and fcWeV'* - ' 'SOS 

Not a word spike he irfofe than 1 was nedej '-'/' 

And that was said fri forme and reverencej : : 

And short and quike, and fill of high sentence. ' 

Souning in" moral vertue wis his speche,'- 

And gladly Wold* he leiffej and gladly t&he; 310 



A Sergeant op the Laws ware and wise. 
That often hadde yben at the parnis, 
Ther was also, ful riche of excellence. : 

Discrete he was, and of gret reverence: 
He semed swiche, Hi-) worded were so wise; $\£> 
Justice he was ful often in; assise. 
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By patent, and by plane commissioun; - 

For his science, and for his high renoun, 

Of fees and robes had he many on. 

So grete a pourchasour was nowher non. 320 

All was fee simple to him in effect, 

His pourchasing might not ben in suspect. 

Nowher so besy a man as he ther n'aa, 

And yet he semed besier than he was. 

In termes hadde he cas and domes alle, 336 

That fro the time of king Will, weren falle. 

Therto he coude endite, and make a thing, 

Ther coude no wight pinche at his writing. 

And every statute coude he plaine by rote. 

He rode but homely in a medlee cote, 530 

Girt with a seint of silk, with barres smale; 

Of his array tell I no longer tale. 



THE FRAWKELEIM 

A Frankslbin was in this compagnie; 
White was his berd, as is the dayesie. 
Of his complexion he was sanguin. 335 

Wei loved he by the'morwe a sop in win. 
To liven in delit was ever his wone, 
For he was Epicures owen sone, 
That held opinion, that plein delit 
Was veraily felicite partite. ■ 340 

An housholder, and that a grete was fee; 
Seint Julian he was In his centre. 
Bis brede, lb ale, was ahtay after on; 
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A better envyned' man was no wher non. ' 
Withouten bake mete never was his nous, 34 
Of fish and flesh, and that so plenteous, 
It sinewed in his hous of mete and drink**. 
Of alle debtees that men coud of thinke, 
After the sondry sesons of the yere, 
So changed he his mete and his soupere, 35 
Ful many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe, 
And many a breme, and many a luce in stewe; 
Wo was his. coke, but if his sauce were 
Foinant and sharpe, and redy all his gere. 
His table dormant in his halle alway 3j 

Stode redy covered alle the longe day. 
At sessions ther was he lord and sire. 
Tul often time he was knight of the shire.' ' ; 
An anelace and a gipciere all of silk,- 
Heng at his gjrdel, white as morwe milk. . 3G 
A shereve hadde he ben, and a countour. 
Was no wher swiche a worthy Vavasour. 



THE HABERDASHER, £e. 

An Habzkdashxr, and a Carpenter, 
A Wbbbk, a Dryer, and a Tafisef, 
Were alle yelothed in o livere, . . . 365 

Of a solempne andgrete fraternite. 
Ful' freshe and newe hir gere- ypiked was. 
Hir knivea were.ychaped not with bras, 
But all with silver wrought ful clene and wel, 
Mr girdeles and hir pouches every del. 370 
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Wei semed eChe : of hem a fa"yr» burgeis, ~ 

To aitten in a gild halt*, on the dels. 

Everichj for the wisdom that he cam, 

Was shapelich for to ben an^riderman; 

For catel hadden they ytioMgh and rent, 375 

And eke hir wives wblde it wel ; assent: '••'•'• 

And elles certainly they were to blame; 

It is fill byre to beo ycleped madame, 

And for io gna to vigiles all before, > 

And have a mantel neallich ybare. . " . ., '■ 380- 



THE COKE. 



A- Coke they, hadden with hem 'for thcf»a«eftj. " 
To boilethe cbikenes and the nlarie bov&ti' - 
And poudre marchant, tart .and' 'galingale. '*' ■'<■■ ■■. ■'■+ 
Wei coude he kiiowe a drangflt'df Lotfdonaalc.'- 
Ile coude roste, and sethe, and broile, andifi&v 
Maken mortrewes, and wel bake a pie. S86 

But grot harm was it, aa it thoughte me, 
That ori'his'shlniie a mormal hadde he. .'.''. V 
For blanc manger that made he with the best. 



THE SHJPMAN. ,■ - 

A Shipman was tlier, woiied ferity West: $9& 
For ought I wote, he was of Bertemouth. - '■' ■ * 
He rode upon arouncie, ashecouthe, -'-"-■ . ■■■■> 
All in a goune of falding .teethe inee, . 
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A dagger hanging by a las hadde bee 

About his nekke tinder his arm addun, 395 

The hote sommer hadde made his hcvre al broan. 

And certainly be was a good fekw. 

Fid many a draught of win he hadde draw 

From Burdeux ward, while that the chapman slepe. 

Of nice conscience toke be no kepe. 400 

If that he faught, and hadde the higher hand, 

By water he sent hem home to every bind. 

But of his craft to reken wel hid tides. 

His stremes and his strandes him besides, 

His herberwe, bis mone, and his lodemanage, 405 

Ther was non swicbe, .from Hull unto Cartage. 

Hardy he was, and wise, I undertake: 

With many a tempest hadde his berd be shake. 

He knew wel alle the havens, as they were, 

Fro Gotland, to the Cape de finisterc, 410 

And every creke in Bretagne and in Spaihe : 

His bflrge ycleped was the Magdelame. 



THE DOCTOUM OF PHJSIKE. 

With us ther was a Docroux or Phisikb, 
an all this world ne was ther non him like 
To speke of pharifce, and of surgerie: 
For he was grounded in astronomic 
sfe kept his) patient a ful gret del 
In hourca. by his raagike nature!. . 
Wel coude be fortunen the ascendent 
Of his images for bis patient 
7 
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He knew the cause of every maladie, 
Were it of odd, or hote^ tor moist, or drie; 
And wher engendred, and of what humour. 
He was a veray partite practndur. 
The cause yknowe, and of Ws harm the rote, 486, 
Anon he gave to the dike man Mb bote. 
Ful redy hadde he his apothecaries 
To send him dragges, and hi* lettuaric* 
For echo of hero made other for to wimre: 
Hir frendship n'as not HflulO begihne; ■ '. 430 
Wei knew he the old fisculaphis, 
And DioBCOrfctei, and eke Rnfns? '-'mr-i 
Old Hippocrasj HiH, and GaHieiv; 1 s-^oi : > ... 
Serapiouy ■Rasigy and A,Ticen; . --'ir-ii:..' 
Averrois, Da^aStfehe,' and ConWanfiftf -y^.4SS& 
BmMt&} «nd GMfeden, ami OilbtWlrt. . 'i n :i'i 
Of hts fliete tkesurable was bet ■'•- ■ :i«.wl-.-u 
Ftfr it was of no'superfhiitefe, ■■ * t» ->■'■' 
But of grtJt nourishing, and digestible, '... . :- ' 
His studie was but lHel on the Bibfe. ■''"■• +10 
In sangui^and in perseihe clad wasaHe ■ ■"'■ 

Lined with taffeta, arid with sendatle. ' - • : ' > 
And yet h* wai but esy df dispencei { '■'■ ■ 
He kepte that he wan in the pestilerice; • '■■■■ ■'■■ ' ■' 
For gold in pbisile b a cordial ; ' ''■ J ' 4A& 
Therfore be lot*! gold ih special. ;■.'»:=•*•• 
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THE W1F OF BATHE. 

A good Wit was tber or beside Bathv, . 
But-flbe wa&som del defe, and that was scathe. 
Of cloth making she hadde swiche an haunt,. 
She passed hem of Ipres, and of Gaunt. .-'. 450. 
In all the parish wif ne was ther non. 
That to the oftring before hire sbulde gon> 
And if ther did, certain so wroth was she; 
That she was out of alle charitee. 
Hire coverchicfs weren .ful fine of ground ; 4f>9\ 
I dorste sjwere, they wcyeden a pound; 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede. , ■ 
Hire hosen weren of fiacf scarlet rede, o 
Ful streite yteyed, and shoon fill moist and, twwe, 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and rede flf, hew;;',:. 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; . . '461 , 
Housbondes a(the chirohc done had she fed live,. 
"Without en othe* Cotnp^gnie in :y out he. ; ■;■■ ,*, , :. 
But therof jfcdeth not to speJw as .nouthe.; ._...., . . 
And thries hadde she ben at: Jerusaleme/t ■ 465 
She hadde passed many a, strange streme. 
At Rome she hadde ben, and at Boloine, 
In Galice at Seint James, and at Coloine, 
She coude moche <of waodring by- the. way.. 
Gat-tothed was she, sothly for to say. 470 

Upon an ambler esily she sat, 
Vwimpled wel, and on hire hede an hat, 
As brode as u a bokeler, or a targe. 
A fote-mantel about hire hippes large, 
6 
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And on hire fete, a pair of sporres sharpe. 476 
In felawabip wel coude she laughe and carpe 
Of remedies of love she knew parchance, 
for of that arte she coude the olde dance. 



THE PERSOXE. 

■ A good man ther was of religioun. 

That was a poure Peksonu of a toun : 4S0 

But riche he was of holy thought and werk. 

He was also a lerned man, a clerk. 

That Crlstes gospel trewely wolde preche. 

Hh parishens devoutly wolde he teche. 

Benigne he was, and wonder diligent, '465 

And in adversite ful patient : 

And swiche he was ypreved often sithes. 

Ful loth were him to cureen for his tithes, 

£tut rather wolde he y even. out of doute. 

Unto his poure parishens aboute, . 490 

Of his offring, and eke of his substance. 

He coude in litel thing have Buffisance. 

Wide was his parish, and houses fer asonder. 

But he ne left nought for no rain ne thonder. 

In sikenesse and in mischief to visite ' 49& 

The ferrest in his parish, moche and lite, ' 

Upon his fete, and in 'his hand a staf.* - ■-* 

This noble ensample to hisshepe heyaC- : ; \ 

That first he wrought, and afterward he taught 

Out of the gospel he the wordes caught, fiOO 

And this figure he added yet therto. 
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That if gold riuste, what shuld hen do-? 

For if a preest be foule, on whom we trust, 

No wonder is a lewed man to rust : 

And shame it is, if that a preest take kepe, 505 

To see a shitten shepherd, and clene shepe : 

Wei ought a preest ensample for to yeve, 

By his clenenesse, how his shepe smilde live. 

He sette not his benefice to hire, 
And lette his shepe acombred in the mire, 510 
And ran unto London, unto Seint Poules, 
To seken him a chanterie for soules, 
Or with a brotherhede to be whhold : 
But dwelt at home, and kepte wel his fold. 
So that the wolf ne made it not miscarie. &1& 
He was a shepherd, and no mercenarie. 
And though he holy were, and vertuous. 
He was to sinful men not dispftous, 
Ne of his speche dangerous ne digne. 
But in his.teching discrete and benigne. 580 

To drawen folk to heron, with fairenesse. 
By good ensample, was his besinesse: 
But it were any pepsone obattnat. 
What so he were of highe, or low estat. 
Him wolde he snitben sharply for the nones. 525 
A better preest I trowe that nowber non is. 
He waited after no pompe ne reverence, 
Ne maked him no spiced conscience, 
But Crista* lore, and his apostles twelve, 
Katanga*, fcut Ant he Jblwed it himsehe. 530 
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With him ther was a Plowmas, was b^ brother. 
That hadde ylavd qf doftg fuj many a fothef . . r , ; 
A trewe swinker, and a goad was he,. 
Living in pees, and parfite charitee. 
God loved he beste with all his herte ., 53t> 

At alle time?, were it gain orsmerte, , ,. , 

And than his neighebour right as himseiye. , , 
He wolde thresh, and therto dike, and dplve, - 
For Cristes sake, for every poure wight, , , t 
Withouten hire, if it lay in his might, >4Q 

His tithes paied he fill iayre and wbjI 
Both of his propre swinke, and his catel. 
In a tabard he rode upon a mere. 

Ther was also a reve, and a iniilere, 
A sompnour, and a pardoner also, 545 

A manciple, and myself, ther n'epe no mo. .' 



TU$ MILZ.EB. 

The Miller was, a stout carl for the mmeit 
Ful bigge. he was of braun, and eke of bones;, ' 
That proved well, for over all ther he came* . 
At wrasding he weJd. here away the ram. . - MO 
He was short sbaldered hrode, a thildte gnofttt, 
Ther n'as no dore, thathe n'oide have of bane,. 
0* breke it at ft warning with bis,bede.< 
Hisberdias aaysoTw oxfoit was redft. 
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And therto brode, as though it were a spade. 555 

Upon the cop right of his nose he hade 

A wert, and theron etode a tufte of herea. 

Rede at the bristles of a sowes ercs. 

His nese-thirles blacke were and wide. 

A swerd and bokeler bare he by his side. 560 

His mouth as wide was as a forneis. 

He was a jangler, and a goliardeis, 

And that was most of sinne, and harlotries. 

Wei coude he stelen come, and tollen thries. 

And yet he had a thomb of gold parde. 565 

A white cote and a blew hode wered h6.' 

A baggepipe wel coude he blowe and soune, 

And therwlthall he brought us out of toune. 



THE MANCIPLE. 

A geritil Manciple was ther of a temple, 
Of which achatours mighten take ensemple ' 570 
For to ben wise in bying of vitaille. 
For whether that he paide, or toke by taille, 
Algate he waited so in his achate. 
That he was ay before in good estate. ' 
Now is not that of God a full fayre grace, ' 575 
That swiche a lewed mannes wit shat pace - 
The wisdom of an hepe of ler-ed men? ■ 

Of maisrers had he mo than 'thries teni' >'■■•' '• 
That were of lawe expert and curious: • ''- 
Of which ther was a dosein in that hdusj - -580 
Worthy to ben stewardes of rent and londi •- « •■" 
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Of any lord that is in Englelond, 

To maken him live by his propre good. 

In honour detteles, but if he were wood, 

Or live as scarshy, as him list desire ; 585 

And able for to helpen all a shire 

In any cas that mighte fallen or happe ; 

And yet this manciple sette hir aller cappe. 

THE REVE. 

The Reve was a slendre colerike man, 
His herd was shave as neighe as ever he can. 590 
His here was by his eres round yshorne. 
His top was docked like a.preest beforne. 
Ful longe were his legges, and ful lene, 
Ylike a staff, ther was no calf yeene. 
Wei coude he kepe a garner and a binne : 595 
Ther was non auditour coude on him winne. 
Wei wiste he by the drought, and by the rain, 
The yelding of his seed, and of his grain. 
His lordes shepe, his nete, and his deirie, 
His swine, his hors, his store, and his pultrie, 600 
Were holly in this reves governing. 
And by his covenant yave he rekening, • 
Sin that his, lord was twenty yere of age ; 
Ther .coude no man bring him in arerage. 
Ther n'as baillif, ne herde, ne other hine, 605 
That he ne knew his sleight and his covine; 
They were adradde of him, as. of the deih. 
His wonning was ful fayre upon an heth, 
With grene trees yshadewed was his place. 
o 
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He coude better than his lord pourchace. 610 
Ful riche he was ystored privily. 
His lend we! coude he plesen subtilly. 
To yeve and lene him of hid owen good, 
And have a thank, and yet a cote and hood,, 
In youthe he lerned hadde a good mist ere. 615 
He was a wel good wright, a carpentere. 
This reve sate upon a right good slot. 
That was all pomelee grey, and highte Scot. 
A long surcote of perse upon he hade, 
. And by his side he bare a rusty blade. * 620 
Of Norfolk was this reve, of which I tell, 
Beside a toun, men clepen Baldeswell. 
Tucked he was, as is a frere, aboute, 
And ever he rode the hinderest of the route. 



THE SQMPNpUIi. 

A SoMPNoim, was ther with us in that place, 625 
That hadde a fire-red cherubinnes face, 
For sausefleme he was, with even narwe. 
As hote he was, and likerous as t a sparwe, 
With scalled browes bjake, and pilled herd; 
Of his visage children were, sore afejd. 6fJ0 
Ther n'as quiksilver, litarge, ne brimston. 
Boras, ceruse, ne oile of. tartre non { 
Ne oinement that wolde dense or bites, 
That him might helpen of his, whelk.es wjyte, 
Ne of the knobbes sitting on his chekes. 635 
Wel loved he garlike, onions, and 'ekes. 
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An J for to orinke strong win as rede as blood. 
Than wolde he spcke, and crie as he were wood. 
And whan that he, wel dronken had the win. 
Than wold he speken no word but Latin. 640 
A fewe termes coude he, two or three, 
That he had lerncd out- of som decree ; 
No wonder is, he herd it all the day. 
And eke ye knowen wel, how that a jay 
Can cleperi watte, as wel as can the pope, 645 
But who so wolde in other thing him grope. 
Than hadde he spent all his philosophic, 
Ay, Questio quid juris, wolde he crie. 

He was a gentil Jwlot and a kind ; 
A better felaw shulde a man not find; 650 

He wolde suffre for a quart of wine, 
A good felaw to have his concubine ' 
A twelve month, and excuse him at the full. 
Ful prively a finch eke' coude he pull. 
And if he found owhere a good felawe, 655 
He wolde techen him to have non awe 
In swiche a cas of the archedekenes curse ; 
But if a mannes soule were in his purse ; 
For in his purse he shulde ypunished be.' 
Purse is the arohedelcens helle, said he. 660 
But wel I wot'e, he lied- right in dede r 
Of cursing, ought eche gilty man him drede. 
For curse wol sle right as assoUing. savethj 
And also ware him of a signtficavit. 

In danger hadde he at his owen gise 665; 
The yonge girles of the diocise,- 
And knew hir conseil, and was of hir rede. 
o 3 
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A gcrlond hadde he sette upon his hede, 

As gret as it were for an alestake : 

A bokeler hadde he made him of a cake. 670 



THE PARDONERE. 

With him ther rode a gentil Pabdonbbb 
Of Rounccvall, his frend and his compere, 
That streit was comen from the court of Rome. 
Ful loude he sang, Come hither, love, to me. 
This sompnour bare to him a stiff burdoun, 675 
Was never trompe of half bo gret a soun. 
This pardoner had here as yelwe as wax, 
But smoth it heng, as doth a strike of flax : 
By unces heng his lokkes that he hadde, 
And therwith he his shulders overspradde. 680 
Ful thinne it lay, by culpons on and on, 
But hode, for jolite, ne wered he non. 
For it was trussed up in his wallet 
Him thought he rode al of the newe get, 
Dishevele, sauf his cappe, he rode all bare. 685 
Swiche glaring eyen hadde he, as an hare. 
A vernicle hadde he sewed upon his cappe. 
His wallet lay beforne him in his lappe, 
Bret-ful of pardon come from Rome al hote. 
A vois he hadde, as sraale as hath a gote. 690 
No berd hadde he, ne never non shulde have, 
Aa gmothe it was as it were newe shave ; 
1-trowe he were a gelding or a mare. 

Bin of his craft, fro Berwike unto Ware, 
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Ne waa ther swiche an other pardonere. 695 

For in his male he hadde a pilwebere. 
Which, as he saide, was oure ladies veil : 
He saide, he hadde a gobbet of the seyl 
Thatte seint Peter had, whan that he went 
Upon the see, till Jesu Crist him hent. 700 

* He had a crois of laton ful of stones. 
And in a glas he hadde pigges bones. 
But with these rclikes, whanne that he fond 
A poure persone dwelling up on lond. 
Upon a day he gat him more moneie 705 

Than that the persone gat in monethes tweie. 
And thus with fained flattering and japes, 
He made the persone, and the peple, his apes. 

But trewely to tellen atte last. 
He was in chirche a noble ecclesiast. 710 

Wei coude he rede a lesson or a stone. 
But alderbest he sang an offertorie: 
For wel he wiste, whan that song was songe, 
He muste preche, and wel afile his tonge. 
To winne silver, as he right wel coude : 715 . 

Therfore he sang the merier and loude. 

Now have I told you shortly in a- clause, 
Th'estat, th'araie, the nombre, and eke the cause 
Why that assembled was this compagnie 
In Southwerk at this gentil hostelrie, 730 

That highte the Tabard, faste by the Belle.. 
But now is time to you for to telle, > 

How that we baren us that ilke night, 
Whan we were in that hostelrie alight. 
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And after wol I telle of -our viage, f25 

And all the remenant of our pilgrimage. 

But firste I praie you of your cwtesie, 
That ye ne arette it not my vilanie, 
Though that I plainly speke \n this matere, 
To tellen you hir wordes. and hir chere; 73jQ 

Ne though I speke hir wordes proprely. 
For this ye knowen al so. wel as I, 
Who so shall telle a tale a/ter a man, 
He moste reherse, as neighe as ever he can, 
Eyerich word, if it be in his charge, 735 

AH speke he never so rudely and so large; 
Or elles he moste tellen his (ale untrewe, 
Or feinen thinges, or linden wordes newe. 
He may not spare, although he were his brother. 
He moste as wel sa'yn o word, as an other. 740, 
Crist spake himself ful brode in holy writ, 
And wel ye wote no vilanie is it. 
Eke Plato sayeth, who so can him rede, 
The wordes moste ben cosiu to the dede, 

Also I praie you to forgive if me, . 745^ 

AH have I riot setfe folk in hir degree. 
Here in this'tale, as that they shulden stonde. 
My wit is short, ye. may w,el understopde. 



THE HOSTS, Sec. 

Gret cherfi made oure hoste us everich on. 
And to the souper sette he us anon : ' 750 , 
And served us with vitailte of the beste. 
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Strong was the win, and wel to drinfce us leste. 
A semely man our hoste was with alle 
For to hait ben a marshal in an halle. 
A large man he Was with eyen stepe, 755 

A fairer burgeis is ther non in Chepe: 
Bold of his speche, and wise and wel y taught, 
.And of manhood him lacked righte naught. 
Eke therto was he right a mery man. 
And after soup'er plaien he began, 760 

And spake of mirthe amonges other (hinges. 
Whan that we hadd'en made our rekeninges; 
And saide thus ; Now, lonfinges, trewely 
Ye ben to me welcome right hertily : 
For by my trouthe, if that 1 shal not lie, 765 
I saw nat this yere swiche a compagnie 
At ones in this herberwe, as is now. 
Fayn wolde I do you mirthe, and I wiste how. 
And of a mirthe I am right now bethought. 
To don you ese, and it shall coste you nought. 
Ye gon to Canterbury; God you spede, 771 
The blisful martyr quite you your mede ; 
And wel I wot, as ye gon by the way, 
Ye shapen you to talken and to play: 
For trewely comfort ne mirthe is non, 775 

To riden by the way doiribe as the ston: 
And therfore wold I'maken you disport, 
As I said erst, and' don you some comfort. 
And if you liketHalle by on assent 
NbWfor to stonden at my jugement : 780 

And for to werctien as I shal you say 
To-ntbrwe, Whan ye ridert on the way, 
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Now by my faders soule that is ded, 

But ye be raery, smiteth of my hed. 

Hold up your hondea withouten more speche. 785 

Our conseil was not longe for to seche : 
Us thought it was not worth to make it wise, 
And granted him . withouten more avise, 
And bad him say his verdit, as him leste. 
Lordinges, (quod he) now herkeneth for the 
beste; 790 

But take it nat, I pray you, in disdain ; 
This is the point, to speke it plat and plain, 
That eche of you to shorten with youre way. 
In this viage, shal.tellen tales tway, 
To Canterbury ward, I mene it so, 795 

And homeward he shall tellen other two. 
Of aventures that whilom han befalle. 
And which of you that bereth him best of alle, 
That is to sayn, that telleth in this cas 
Tales of best sentence and most solas, 800 

Shal have a souper at youre aller cost 
Here in this place sitting by this post, 
Whan that ye comen agen from Canterbury. 

And for to maken you the more mery, 

I wol myselven gladly with you ride, ' 805 ■ 

Bight at min owen cost, and be your gide. 

And who that wol my jugement withsay, 

Shal pay for alle we spenden by the way. 

And if ye vouchesauf that it ; be so, 

Telle me.anon withouten wordes mp, ' 810 

And I wol erly shapen me therfore. 

This thing was granted, and our pthes swore 
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With ful glad herte, and praiden him also, 

That he wold vouchesauf for to don so, , 

And that he wolde ben our governour, 815 

And of our tales juge and reportorov 

And sette a souper at a certain pris ; 

And we wol reuled ben at his devise, 

In highe and lowe : and thus by on assent, 

"We ben accorded to his jugement. 820 

And therupon the win was fette anon. 

We dronken, and to reste wenten eche on. 

Without any lenger taryirig. 

A-mome whan the day began to spring, 
, Up rose our hoste, and was our aller cok. 825 
And gaderd us togeder in a flak, 
And forth we riden a litel more than pas, 
Unto the watering of Seint Thomas : 
And ther our hoste began his hors arest, 
And saide: Iordes, herkeneth if you lest. 830 
Ye wete your forword, and I it record. 
If even-song and morwe-song accord, 
Let.se now who shal telle the first tale.' 
As ever mote I drinken win or ale, 
Who so is rebel to my jugement, 835 

Shal pay. for alle that by the way is spent. 
Now draweth cutte, or that ye forther twinne. 
He which that hath the shortest shal beginne. 

Sire knight, (quod he) my maister add my lord. 
Now draweth cutte, for that is min accord. 840 
Cometh nere, (quod he) my lady prioresse, 
And ye, sire clerk, let be your shamefastnesse, 
Ne studieth nought, lay hand to, every man. 
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Anon Jto drawen every wight began, 
And shortly for to tellen as it was, 845 

Were it by aventure, or sort, or cas, 
The sotbe is this, the cotte telle on the knight, * 
Of which ful blith and glad was every wight ; 
And tell he most his tale as was reson. 
By forword, and by composition', 850 

A» ye ban herd ; what nedcth wordes mo ? 
And whan this good man saw that it was so. 
As he that wise was and obedient 
To kepe his forword by his free assent, 
He saide ; sithen I ahat begin this game, 855 
What ? welcome be the eutte a goddes name. 
Now let us ride, and herkeneth what I say. 

And with that word we riden forth btir Way,- 
And he began with right a mery chere 
His tale anon, &c. 860 
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THE FLOURE AND THE LEAFE, 

• By CHAUCEH, 

Prom the edition of Chaucer's Works tn 1598,. 
"by Speght, in which the poem was first printed,; 
compared with Speght's second edition in 1602, 
and -with that of Urry. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

A Gentlewoman, out of an arbour, in a grove, seetti ft fftat 
company of Knights and Ladies in a. dance upon the 
green grew. The which being ended, they all kaeei. 
down, and dp honour to the Daisie, some to the Flower,, 
and some to the Leaf. Afterward this Gentlewoman 
Jeameth by one of these Ladies the meaning hereof,' which 
is this ; They which honour the Flower, a thing fading with 
every blatt* are.nch 0* look aflat beauty md WftH«% ptea-> 
tare ; but they that honour the Leaf, which abideth with the 
root notfi/fthftoftdfyig tJiufwH* av&,vi*trr\ttom*i, *t* tfty 
which follow virtvf, and., during^ W yi i A C f-, Viitkouf regfrd..qf] 
worldly retpeclt. 

When that Phebus, hie, chain, of gpld. sp He, \ 
Had whirled ug thf stei^y,sky..a(9ft. 
And in the Boole, was ejttfped,certain\|!);. 
When shoures sweet of rain descended *soft, 
Causuig;the.g^ouod (l fel.e.tuactfoaW i ' ft-( '& , 

* <%» by an anuanmt,e^nw »f, tfce.prw,* in #«?«M e*Jfr. 
tkma. Urry, tgft. 
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Up for to give many an wholsome aire: 
And every plaine was clothed faire - 

With new greene, and maketh small floures 
To springen here and there in field and in mede; 
So very good and wholsome be the shoures, 10 
That it renueth that was old and dcede, 
In wintertime; and out of every seede 
Springeth the hearbe, so that every wight 
Of this season wexeth glad and light. 

And I, so glad of the season swete, 15 

Was happed thus upon a certaine night, 
As I lay in my bed, sleepe ful unmete 
Was unto me; but why that I ne might 
Rest, I ne wist: for there n'as earthly wight, 
As I suppose, had more heartsease 30 

-Then I; for I n'ad sicknesse nor disease. 

Wherefore I mervaile greatly of myselfe, 
That I so long withouten sleepe lay; 
And up 1 rose three houres after twelfe. 
About the springing of the day; 35 

And on I put my geare and mine array, 
And to a pleasaunt grove I gan passe, 
Long er the bright sunne up risen was: 

In which were okes great, streight as a line. 
Under the which the grasse so fresh of hew 30 
Was newly sprong, and an eight foot or nine 
Every tree well fro his fellow grew, 
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With braunches brode, laden with levea new, 

That sprongen out ayen the Bunne-shene, 

Some very red, and some a glad light grene. 35 

Which, as me thought, was right a plesaunt 
sight ; 
And eke the briddes songe for to here, 
Would have rejoiced any earthly wight; 
And I, that couth not yet in no manere 
Heare the Nightingale of all the yere, 40 

Full busily herkened, with hart and with eare. 
If I her voice perceive coud any where. 

And at the last a path of litel breade 
I found, that greatly had not used be; 
For it forgrowen was with grasse and weede, 45 
That well unneth a wighte might it se; 
Thought I, this path some whider goth, parde; 
And so I followed, till it me brought 
To right a plesaunt herber well ywrought. 

That benched was, and with turfes new 50 
Freshly turned; whereof the greene gras 
So small, so thick, so short, so fresh of hew, 
That most like unto green wool, wot I it was : - 
The hegge also that yede in compas, 
And closed in all the green herbere, 55 

With sicamour was set and eglatere ; 
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*Wrethen in fere so wel and cunningly, 
That every branch and leafe grew by mesure, 
Plain m a bord, of an height by and By, 
I sie never thing, I you ensure, .60 

So we! done; for he that tooke the cure 
It to make, I trow, did all his peine 
To make it passe all tho that men have seyne. 

And shapen was this herber, rbofe and all, 
As a prety parlour; and afee 68 

The hegge as thick as a castle" waff, 
That who that list wfthwrt to stondf or go, 
Though he would all day prien to and fro. 
He should irot see if there were any wighf 
Within or ne; but orre within weir might 70* 

Perceive all tho, that yeden there without 
In the field} that was on every side 
Covered with come and grasse, that out of doubt, 
Though one' would seeke alF the" worlds wide, 
So rich a fielde coud not be espide 75 

0» no coast; ay of ttie quantity; 
For of all good thing there was ptehty. * 

And I, that all this plesaunt sigh'te sie, 
Thought sodainrly I felt' so' sweet an aire 
Oft the eglentere; that* certainly ,8d* 

There is no heart; I deme, in such dispaire, 

* Tbii is the old and genuine reading. Urrr reads. 

Within. 

7 
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Ne with thoughts froward and contraire 
So overlaid, but it should soone hive botflj 
If it had ones felt this savour sote. 

And as I stood., and cast asid* mine eie, 85 
I was ware of the fairest medler tre> 
That ever yet in all my life I sie. 
As full of blosomes as it might be: 
Therein a Goldfinch leaping prctile 
Fro bough to bough; and, as him list, he eet 90 
He*e and there of buds and ftoucesr sweet*. 

And to the herber side waajoyning 
This faire tree, of which I have you told; 
And at the last the bird began to sing. 
Whan he had eaten what he eat wold ; 95 

So passing sweetly, that by many fold 
It was more- plesaunt then- \ coud devise ; 
And when, his song was ended, in tin's wise. 

The Nightingale with sa mery a, note 
Answered him, that all the wood rong JQflj 

So sodainly, that as it were a sote 
I stood astonied; *so was I with the song 
Thorow ravished, that till late, and lopg- 
I ne wist in- what place I was, ne, where:; 
And ayen, me thought, she song: eve*- by- mine 
ere. L0& 

* The old •nd.true.readinf. Urry.r«ads, «<•<*■ 
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Wherefore I waited about busily 
Oh every side if I her might see; 
And at the last I gan full well aspy 
Where she sat in a fresh greene laury tree, 
On the further side even right by me, 110 

That gave so passing a delicious smell, 
According to the eglentere full well. 

Whereof I had so inly great pleasure, - 
That, as me thought, I surely ravished was 
Into Paradise, where my desire 115 

Was for to be, and no ferther passe 
As for that day; and on the sote grasse 
I sat me down; for as for mine entent, 
The birdes song was more convenient, 

And more plesaunt to me, by many fold, 120 
Than meat, or drink, or any other thing: 
Thereto the herber was so fresh and cold, 
The wholsome savours eke so comforting, 
That, as I demed, sith the beginning 
Of the world was never seen er than 125 

So plesaunt a ground of none earthly man. 

And as I sat the birds harkening thus, 
Me thought that I heard voices sodainly 
The most sweetest, and most delicious,. 
That ever any wight, I rrowtrewly, 130 

Heard in their life; for the armony 
And sweet accord was in so good musike, 
That the voice to Angels most was like. 
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At the last out of a grove even by. 
That was right goodly and plesaunt to sight, 135 
I * sie where ,there came singing lustily 
A world of Ladies; but, to tell aright 
Their great beauty, it lieth not in ray might, 
Ne their array ;^everthelesse I shall 
Tell you a part, though 1 speake not of all. 140 

The Burcotes white of velvet wele f sitting, 
They were in cladde ; and the semes eche one. 
As it were in a manere garnishing, 
Was set with emeraudes one and one 
By and by ; but many a riche stone 145 

Was set on the purfiles, out of dout, 
Of colors, sieves, -and traines round about ; 

As of great pearles round and orient, 
Diamonds fine, and rubies red, 
And many another stone of which I went 150 
The names now ; and everich on her head 
A rich fret of gold, which without dread 
Was full of stately riche stones set; 
And every Lady had a chapelet 

On her head of J [branches] fresh and grene, 
So wele wrought, and so mervelously, 156 

* Sie, i. e. taw, which often occurs; but Urrf in this 
poem u often reads k. See the Glcwary. 

t The true reading, u in the old editions. Urry reads, 
fitting. See the Glossary. 

X Wanting in the old editions. ;:■'•■ 



^niz^tyGoogle 



810 TIIK FLOUMT 

That it was a noble sight to aene; 

Some of tourer, and some ful plesauntly 

Had chapelets of woodbind, and sadly 

Some of Agnus castus were also, 100 

Chapelets fresh; but there were many of tho. 

That daunced, and eke song ful soberly > 
But all they yede in maner of compace. 
But one there yede in mid the company 
Sole by herself; but all followed the pace 165 
That she kepte, whose heavenly figured face 
So plesaunt was, and her wele shape person, 
That of beauty she past hem everichon. 

And more richly beseene, by many fold; 
She was also in every maner thing : 170 

On her head, ful plesaunt to behold, 
A crown of golde rich for any king; 
A braunch of Agnus castus eke bearing 
In her hand ; and to my sight trewly 
She Lady was of the company. 175 

And she began a roundell lustely 
That Sus lefoyle de vert moy men call, 
Sine et monjoty coeur est endormy ; 
And than the company answered all 
With voices sweet entuned, and so small, 180 
That me thought it the sweetest melody, < 
' That ever I heard in my life soothly. 

And thus they came, daunciag and singing, 
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Into the midriVs of the mede ech one, 

Before the herber where I was sitting, 185 

And God wot me thought I was well bigone ; 

For than I might avise hem, one by one, 

Who fairest was, who coud best dance or sing, 

Or who most womanly was in all thing. 

They had not danced but a little throw, 190 
When that I hearde fer of sodainly 
So' great a noise of thundering trumpes blow. 
As though it should have departed the skie; 
And after that within a while I sie, ' 
From the same grove where the Ladies come out, 
Of Men of armes comming such a rout, 196 

As all the men on earth had been assembled 
In that place wele horsed for the nones, 
Stereing so fast that all the earth trembled ; 
But for to speake of riches and [of] stones, 200 
And men and horse, 1 trow the large wones 
Of Preter John, ne all his tresory, 
Might not unnetb have bought the tenth party 

Of their array: Who so list heare more, 
I shal rehearse, so as I can, a lite. 205 

Out of the grove, that I spaike of before, 
I sie come first all in their clokes white 
A company, that ware for their delite 
Chapelets fresh of okes seriall 
Newely sprang; and Trumpets they were all. 9!Q 
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On every trump hanging a broad banere 
Of fine Tartarium ful richely bete. 
Every Trumpet his lords armes bere, 
About their neckes with great pearles set 
Collares brode, for cost they would not lete, 215 
As it would seeme, for their scochones ech one 
Were set about with many a precious stone. 

Their horse harneis was all white also; 
And after them next in one company 
Came Kings of armes, and no mo, 220 

In clokes of white cloth of gold richly; 
Chapelets of green on their heads on hye; 
i The crowns that they oh their scochones bere, 
Were set with pearle, ruby, and saphere, 

And eke great diamondes many one; 225 

But all their horse harneis, and other gearc, 
Was in a sute according everichone, 
As ye have heard the foresaid Trumpets were; 
And by seeming they were nothing to lere, 
And their guiding they did so manerly : 230 

And after hem came a great company 

OF heraudes and pursevauntes eke, 
Arraied in clothes of white velvet; 
And hardily they were no thing to seke. 
How they on them shoulden the harneis set; 235 . 
And every man had on a chapelet; 
Scoch,ones and eke horse harneis in dede 
They had in sute of hem that 'fore hem yede. 
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Next after hem came in armour bright, 
All save their heades, seemely Knightes nine; 240 
And every claspe and naile, as to my sight, 
Of their harneis were of red golde fine ; 
With cloth of gold, and furred with ermine, 
Were the *trappoures of their atedes strong. 
Wide and large, that to the ground did hong. 345 

And every boss of bridle and paitrell 
That they had, was worth, as I would wene, 
A thousand pound; and on their heades well 
Dressed were crownes of [the] laurer grene, 
The beste made that ever I had sene ; 250 

And every Knight had after him riding 
Three henchmen [each] on him awaiting; 

Of which every f first, on a short tronchoun, 
His lordes helme bare so richly dight, 
That the worst was worthe the ransoun 25b 

Of [any] king; the second a shield bright 
Bare at his back ; the thirde bare upright 
A mighty spear, fulsharpe ground and kene; 
And every Childe ware of leaves grene 

A fresh chapelet upon his haires bright ; '. 260 
And clokes white of fine velvet they ware ; 
Their steeds trapped and raied right, 



* Urry, , 

f First, inserted by Urry, to complete the sense; i. e. 
the firtt o/ each Knight' > three hmckmta. 
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Without difference as their lories were ; 
And after hem/ on many a fresh comae, 
There came of armed Knightes such a rout, 265 
That they bespread the large field about. 

And all they ware, after their degrees, 
Chapelets ncwe, made of laaier grene, 
Some of [the] oke, and aome of other trees ; 
Some in their honds bare boughcs shene, 270 
Some of taurer, and some of okes kene, 
Some of hauthornc, and some of [the] woodbind. 
And many mo which I had not in mind. 

And so they' came, their horses freshly sieving 
With blocdy ; aowiws of her toompes loud; 275 
There sie I many an uncouth disguising 
In the array of these Knightes proud ; 
And at the last, as evenly as they coud. 
They took their place in middes of the mede; 
And every Knight turned his horses hede 280 

To his fellow, and lightly, laid a spere 
Into the rest; and so justes began 
On every part abouten here and there ; 
Some brake his spere, some drew down hors and 

man; 
About the field astray the steedes ran. 385 

And to behold their rule and governaunce, 
I you ensure, it was a great plesaunce. 

And so the justes last an houre and more ; 
6 
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But they, that crowned were in lanrer grene, 
Wanne the prise ; their dintes were bo bore, 390 
That there was none ayetist hem might susteinc ; 
And the justing alle was left of clene : 
And fro their horse the nine alight anon, 
And so did all the remnant everichon. 

And forth they yede togider, twain and twain, 
That to behold it was a worthy sight, 296 

Toward the Ladies on the greene plain, 
'That song and daunced, as I said now right: 
The Ladies as soone as they goodly might. 
They brake of both the song and daunce, 300 
And yede to meet hem with full glad semblaunce. 

And every Lady took ful womanly 
By the hond a Knight ; and forth they yede 
Unto a faire laurer that stood fast by, 
With leaves lade the boughes of great brede; 305 
And to my dome there never was indede 
Man that had scene half so faire a tre ; 
For underneath it there might wel have be 

An hundred persons, at their own plesaunce. 
Shadowed fro the heat of Phebus bright, 310 

So that they should have felte no grevaunce 
Of raine, ne haile, that hem hurte might: 
The savour eke rejoice would any wight 
That had be sicke, or melancolious; 
It was so very good and vertuous. 81* 
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And with great reverence they enclined low 
To the trc so soot, and faire of hew; 
And after that, within a little throw, 
They began to sing and daunce of new : 
Some song of love, some plaining of untrew ; 320 
Environing the tre that stood upright ; 
And ever yede a Lady and a Knight. 

And at the last I cast mine eie aside, 
And was ware of ji lusty company, 
That came roming out of the field wide, 325 

Hond in hond, a Knight and a Lady; 
The Ladies all in surcotes, that richly 
purfiled were with many a rich stone; 
And every Knight of greene ware mantels on, 

Embrouded well, so as the surcotes were; 330 
And everich had a chapelet on her bed, 
Which did right well upon the shining here, : , 
Made of goodly floures white and red; ', -i 

The Knightes eke, that they in honde led. 
In sute of hem ware chapelets everichone, 335 
And before hem went Minstrels many one: 

! As Harpes, Pipes, Lutes, and Sautry, 
Alle in grene ; and on their heades bare 
Of divers floures, made full craftely - 
All in a sute, goodly chapelets they ware; 340 
And so dauncing unto the mede they fare. 
In mid the which they found a tuft that was 
All oversprad with floures in compas. 
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Whereto they enclined everichon 
With great reverence, and that fttH humbly; 345 
And at the last there began anon 
A Lady for to sing right womanly 
A bargaret in praising the daisie : 
For, as me thought, among her notes swete, 
She saide, Si douce eat la margarete. . 350 

Then they alle answered her in fere, ' 
So passingly well, and so plesauntly. 
That it was a blisful noise to here ; 
But I n'ot how it happed sodainly. 
As about noone the sunne so fervently .355 

Waxewhote, that the prety tender floures 
Had lost the beauty of her fresh coloured. 

For shronke with heat the Ladies eke to-brcnt, 
That they ne wist, where they hem might bestow ; 
The Knightes swejt for lack of shade nie sbent; 
And after that, within a little throw, 361 

The wind began so sturdily to blow, 
That down goeth all the floures everichone. 
So that in all the mede there left not one; 

Save such as succoured were among the leves 
Fro every storme that might hem assaite, 366 
Growing under [the] hegges and thicke greves ; 
And after that there came a storme of haile ' 
And raine in fere, so that withouten faile 
The Ladies ne the Knightes n'ade o threed 370 
Dry on them, so dropping [wet] was her weed. 
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And when the storm was cleans passed away, 
Tho in white that stood under the tre, 
They felt nothing of die great affray, 
That they in grene without had in ybe: 375 

To them they yecte, for routhe and pith. 
Them to comfortafter their great disease; 
So tainethey were the helplesse for to ease. 

When I was ware how one of hem in grene 
Had on a crowne rich and well * sitting; 390 

Wherefore I denied wei she was a Quene, 
And tho in grene on her were awaiting: 
. The Ladies then in white that were coming 
Toward them, and the Knights in fere, 
Began to comfort hem and make hem chere. 3% 

The Queen in white, that was of great beauty, 
Took, by the hond the Queen that was in grene, 
And said, Suster, I have right great pity 
Of your annoy, and of the troublous tene, 
Wherein ye and your company hate bene S90 
So long, alasl and if that it you please 
To go with me, I shall do you the ease 

In all the plesure that I can or may : 
Whereof die other, humbly as she might. 
Thanked her ; for in right ill array 395 

She was, with storm and heat, I you benight : 
And every Lady then anon right, 

» Urry, JUtwf, 
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That were in white, one of them took in grene 
By the hond ; which when the Knights had sene, 

In like wise ech of them [then] took -a Knight 
Cladde in grene, and forth with hem they fare 401 
To an hegge, where they anon right, 
To make their justs they would not spare 
Boughes to hew down, and eke trees square, 
Wherewith they made hem stately fires great, 405 
To dry their clothes that were wringing weat. 

And after that of hearbes that there grew 
They made for blisters of the sunne brenning, 
* Very good and wholsonte ointmentes new, 
Where that they yede the sick fast anointing; 
And after that they yede about gadering 41 1 

Plesaunt salades which they made hem eat, 
For to refresh their great unkindly heat. 

The Lady of the Leafe then gan to pray 
Her of the Floure, ( for- so to my seeming 415 
They should be called as by their array, ) 
To soupe with her, and eke for any thing 
That she should with her all her people bring; 
And she ayen in right goodly manere 
Thanketh her [then] of her most friendly cheare ; 

Saying plainely, that she would obay 421 

* The old reading. Uny tow traospotei the line, 
Ointmentes very gode, wbobome, and new. 
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With all her heart all her commaundement. 

And then anon without lenger delay 

The Lady of the Leafe hath one ysent 

For a palfraye after her intent 425 

Araied well and Cure in harneis of gold; 

For nothing lacked that to him long should. 

And after that to all her company 
She made to purvey horse and every thing 
Thai they needed, and then full 'lustily 490 

Even by the herber where I was sitting, 
They passed all, so pleasantly singing. 
That it would have comforted any wight : 
But then I sic a passing wonder sight; 

For then the Nightingale, that all the. day 435 
Had in the laurer'sate, and did her might 
The whole service to sing longing to May, 
All sodainly began to take her flight; 
And to the Lady of the Leafe forthright 
♦She flew, and set her on her hond softly, - 440 
Which was a thing I marveled of greatly. 

The Goldfinch eke, that fro the medler tre 
Was fled for heat into the bushes cold, 
Unto the Lady of the Floure gan fie. 
And on her hond he.se* him, as he wold, 44.5 
And plesauntly his winges gan to fold; 
And for to sing they pained hem both as sore, 
As they had do ef all the day before. 

* Urry, hatiily. * 
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And so these Ladies rode forth a great pace, 
And all the rout of Knightes eke in fere ; 450 

And I, that had sene all this wonder case. 
Thought that I would assay in some manere 
To know fully the truth of this mattere; 
And what they were that rode so plesauntly: 
And, ■ when they were the herber passed by, 455 

I drest me forth, and happed to mete anon 
Right a faire Lady, I do you ensure; 
And she came riding by herselfe alone, 
Alle in white, with semblance ful denture ; 
I saluted her, and bad good aventure 460 

Mote her befall, as 1 coudmost humbly ; 
And she answered, Mydoughter, Gramercy! 

Madame, quoth I, if that I durst enquere 
Of you, I would faine of that company 
Wit what they be that past by this arbere? 46S 
And she ayen answered right friendly; 
My faire dough ter, all tho that passed here by 
In white clothing, be servaunts everichone 
Unto the Leafe, and I myselfe am one. 

Se ye not her that crowned is, quoth she, 470 
Alle in white ? Madame, quoth I, yes.' 
That is Diane, goddess of Chastite; 
And fo; because that she a maiden is, 
In her hond the braunch she bereth [is] this, 
That Agnus castas men call properly; 475 

And all the Ladies in her company. 
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Which ye se of that herbe chapelets weare, 
Be such as han kepte atway maidenhede: 
And all they that of laurer chapelets bears, 
* Be such as hardy were, and manly indeede; 480 
Victorious name, which never may be dede ! 
And all they were so worthy of her hond, 
In her time that none mighten hem withstond. 

- And tho that weare chapelets on her hede 
Of fresh woodbind, be such as never were 485 
To love untrue in word, ne thought, nedede. 
But aye stedfast ; ne for plesaunce, ne fere, 
Though that they should their hartes all to-tere, 
Would never flit; but ever were stedfast. 
Till that their lives there asunder brast. 490 

Now faire Madame, quoth I, yet I would pray 
Your Ladiship, if that it mighten be, * 

That I might knowe by some maner way, 
Sithen that it hath liked your beaute 
The trouth of these Ladies for to tell me, 495 
What that these Knightes be in rich armour. 
And what tho be in grene and weare the flour? 

And why that some did reverence to the tre, 
And some unto the plot of floures faire? . 
With right good will, my fair doughter, quoth 
she, 500 

* Thin is the old reading; Utry readi, 
Be sucb as hardy were in manly deed 

Victorious, name which &c. 
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Sith your desire is good and debonaire : 

Tho nine crowned be very exemplaire 

Of all honour longing to chivalry, 

And those certaine be called the Nine Worthy, 

Which ye may se [now] riding all before, 505 
That in her time did many a noble dede, 
And for their worthinea ful oft have bore 
The crowne of Lauren-leaves on their hede. 
As ye may in your olde bookea rede ; 
And how that he, that was a conquerour, 510 

Had by laurer alway his most honour. 

And tho that beare bowes in their hond 
Of the precious laurer so notable, 
Be such as were (I woll ye understand) 
Noble Knights of the Round Table, 515 

And eke the Douseperis honourable, 
Which they beare in signe of victory ; 
h is witnes of their dedes mightily. 

Eke there be Knightes old of the Garter, 
That in her time did righte worthily ; 530 

And the honour they did to the laurer. 
Is for by it they have their laud wholly, 
Their triumph eke, and martial glory; 
Which unto them is more parfit richesse 
Then any wight imagine can or gesae. 535 

For one leafe given of that noble trc 
To any wight that hath done worthily. 
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Adtt it be done so as it ought to be. 
Is more honour than any thing earthly ; 
Witnes of Rome that founder was truly 530 

Of all Knighthood, and deedes marvelous. 
Record I take of Titus Living. 

And as for her that crowned is in grene, 
It is Flora of these floures goddesse; 
And all that here on her awaiting bene, 535 

It are such. folk that loved idleness, 
And not delite in no business. 
But for to hunt, and hauke, and pley in medes, 
And many other such like idle dedes. 

And for the great delite and plesaunce 540 
They have to the floure, and so reverently 
They unto it do such obeisaunce, 
As ye may se j now faire Madame, quoth I, 
If I durst aske, what is the cause, and why. 
That Knightes have the * ensign of honour 545 
Rather by the Leafe than by the Flour? 

Sothly, doughter, quoth she, this is the trouth : 
For Knightes ever should be persevering 
To seeke honour, without feintise or slouth ; 
Fro well to better in all maner thing ; 550 

In signe of which, with leaves aye lasting, 
. They be rewarded -after their degre, 
Whose lusty green may not appaired be; 

* So Urry read* The dd edition*, rig* 
6 
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But aye keping their ; beauty Fresh and grene; 
For there n'is no storme that may hem deface, 555 
Haile nor snow, winde nor frpstes.kene; 
Wherfore they have this propertfe and grace. 
And for the flou're, within a little space. 
Will be [all] lost; so simple of nature 
They be, that they no grevaunce may endure. 560 

And every istorme will blow them sone away, 
Ne they laste not but for a season; 
That is the cause, the very trouth to sny, 
That they may not, by no way of reason, 
Be put to' no such occupacion. 565. 

Madame, quoth I, with all mine whole aerviae 
I thahke you now, in my most humble wise. . . 

For now I am acertained throughly" 
Of every thing [that] I desired to know. " " 
I am right glad that I have said, sothly, " 570 

Ought to your pleasure, if ye will me trow, 
Quoth she ayen ; but to whom doe ye owe 
Your service? and which will ye honour, 
Tell me I pray, this yeere? The Leafe, or the 
Flour?" V-".. 

Madame, quoth I, although I least worthy, 575 
p Unto the Leafe I owe mine obaervaunce; 
That is, quoth she, right well done certainly; 
And I pray God to honour you avaunce, 
And keep you fro the wicked remembraunce 
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Of Malebouch and all his crueltie, 680 

And all that good and well conditioned be. 

For here may I no lenger now abide. 
But I must follow the great company. 
That ye may see yonder before you ride. 
And forthe as I couthc, most humbly 585 

I tooke my leve of her ; and she gan hie 
After them as fast as ever she might : 
And I drow homeward, for it was nigh night. 

And put all that I had seen in writing 
Under support of them that *lust to rede. 590 
O little booke ! thou art so unconning, 
How darst thou put thyself in prees for drede f 
It is wonder that thou wexest not rede! 
Si th that thou wost ful lite, who shall hahold 
Thy rude langage full boistously unfold. 595 

* Uitjt, hut it rale. 
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NOTES 

ON THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS FROM THE 
POETRY OF CKAUC&R. 



On the Pilgrims to Canterbury. 



" The very aga and bbdy of tbe time, fail form and pressure." 

SKAitrEAii, Hamlet, A. 3. S. 2. 



THE KNIGHT. 

The course of adventures of our Knight, Mr. Tyrwhitt ha* 
observed, may be illustrated by those of a real Knight of 
Chaucer's time. Tbe critlclc ha* accordingly cited, from 
Lekntfa Itinerary, the epitaph of " le noble et vaiilant Chi- 
valer, M*theu de Gourney," who died in 1406, at the age 
of 9&; " qui en sa vie fu a la bataiile de Benamaryn, et da 
apres a la liege tf Algaire *ur lea Sarazlbes, et aussi a le* 
batmlles de VEachae, de Otuy, de Deyngertax, de Ptylera, 
de Natare, d' Otrey, et a plusour* autre* batatfle* et asseges 
en lea quo il gaigna nobleroent grant los et honour." To 
thii characteristiek de*criptioh I may add, from" " Les Toto- 
beUu dea Chevaliers du noble Ordrede la Toiaon d' Or," the 
exploit* recorded on the monument abo of a French Knight, 
who lived in Chancer** age, and died in 1449, Jean. Seig- 
neur de Roubaii, &c. " qui en ton tempi, vjsfta let Saints 

aS 
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lieux de Ierusalero, S. Catharine du moat Sinai, S. Pietre 
et S. Paul A Rome, et S. Iacques en Galice, et plusieun 
longtains voyages et nobles ambatsades, kc. et pasta les 
perils morielt de plusieurs batailleg arrestee* contre Ui Infidels, 
c'est i scavoir en Hongrie et Barbaric, Ion t]e le siege fut 
devant la cite d J Afrique, en Prune contre lea Letaux, par 
deux voyages qu'on dit Rezea et en Cypre, &c. avec pUi- 
aieura autres faicta et exercice cVarmes tantpar mer que par 
tern, tic" 

Mr. Tyrwhitt conjectures that the choice of the poet in 
bringing his Knight from Alexandria and Lettowc rather than 
from Crcssy and Poitiers, ia to be accounted for only by sup- 
posing, that the slightest services against Infidels were in 
those days more honourable than the most splendid victories 
over Christians. It appears, from the preceding inscriptions, 
to have been, usual for military men of other countries to go 
and serve in Prtue, or Prussia, with the Knights of the Teu- 
tonic Order, who were in a state of constant warfare with 
their then heathen neighbours in Lettow, that is, Lithuania, 
&c. Mr. Warton, in his History of English Poetry has 
noticed the travels of Thomas duke of Gloucester, youngest 
son of king Edward the third, and Henry earl of Derby, 
afterwards king Henry the fourth, into Prussia, and their 
services against the infidels of Lithuania. Many Englishmen, 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has shewn, were at the taking of Alexandria in 
1365; and the earls of Salisbury and Derby assisted at the 
siege of the city of Algezir in 1344. 

Mr. Strutt, in bia View of the Dresses and Habits of the 
People of England, wishes that Chancer had been more par- 
ticular in describing the dresses of the several personages, 
whom he has introduced in his Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tales. To the little which he has done, some interesting ad- 
dition* may be made from a further description of the paint- 
ings in the margins of the very curious Manuscript, No. 
XXXI. pp. 128, 129, be 
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The countenance of oar Knight expresses great sedatenest 
and dignity. His folded head-covering is of a dark colour. 
His gipon is also dark, but his under-coat red, which is dis- 
cernible through the sleeves at his wrists; his legs in ar- 
mour, with gilt spun ; his dagger, in a red sheath, by bis side; 
and little points or aiglets of red tipped with gold near his 
neck and shoulder. 



THE SQUIER. 

The character of this pilgrim shews us, as Mr. Warton 
has observed, the education and requisite accomplishments of 
young gentlemen in the gallant. reign of Edward the third. 
In the personal description of the youth, Chaucer has em- 
ployed great spirit The miniature painting m the Manu- 
script is a happy imitation of the poetry. His locks are cu- 
riously curled, and give the idea of their being " laid in 
prase." Hisshortvest, with his cloak fluttering in the wind, 
is embroidered so as to represent, in some degree, " a mede 
aUe fall qffreshe floum white and rede" being of a green co- 
lour, lined with red, on which are small white spots and or- 
naments. His pantaloons are white, the upper part adorned 
with ermine. He wears a high light-blue cap, embroidered 
hi the front His horse is on the gallop, and he manages 
htm gracefully. " Wei cottde he' Hi an kort, avdfayrc Tide." 

The custom of Squiers carving at their fathers' 'tables ii 
abundantly illustrated by M. de St. Palaye, in his Memoirs 
•f Ancient Chivalry. . 



1 THE SQUIERES YEMAN, 
Mr. Tyrwhitt says, that the late Editions call this cbanc. 
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t-r the Squier't Yenum, but improperly; that (he prwwun 
he, iu the first Hoe, viz. 

" A Yemiin hadde /«, and serrante* no mo/' 

relates to the Knight; and that Chaucer would never have 
given the Son an attendant, when the Father had. none. - 
differ from Mr. Tyrwhitt; and must first observe, that the old 
edition* of 1542, 1561, 1598 and 1602 prefix, to the character 
before us, the Squier'tYtmapt; and with propriety. For, by what 
law of construction, may a pronoun to remote from it* pretended 
relative, " the narfit gentle Knight," (near thirty linn*,) be 
defended? Chaucer intended no such thing. The Sqwef. 
i* attended, as Mr. Warton observes, by «. Ywvi*,. whose 
figure revives the ideas of the forest laws. The S^mrsfi 
Ytpman, and the onljj servant he [i. e. the Squire} h^d -itteod- 
inghini, says Mr. Struts bore a. mighty bow. As. to thtj Fa* 
ther beisg without an attendant, it. seem* to me in unison 
With his reserved and-, unassuming character, and M --" n « *M 
confident that the little services which, he might want would 
be cheerfully rendered by his Son and. hi* Attendant 

The further illustration of a character and, npune, sfjjl pre- 
served in several parts of England, m«s at > t , ->-* uaaccepUblc, 
V Yeoman," says Mr. Tjirwhitt, " is, an abbreviation of yeonge r 
nwfl,, aajruufAc is, of.yeongtlVr Tfoupg men being rnosjly en^ 
ployediuiervice, servants have iu many languages^ecs) djiaorsuV 
uated, :frqin the single circumstance of age; as »*«, jmw> gore on, 
bey, groom," — Wafcrbous, in his Commentary on s^rteseue**! 
Treatise De Landibus Legum Anglise, moce futiy eapLsioa the 
term Yeoman, in his exposition of the word Valecti, Comm. fol. 
1663. p. 391. "J&Valecu»HW"&w,&e. Those they take to be 
them which our Law, calls Yeoijfcn. See Sw^ 16. R. 2. c. 4. 
and 20. R. 2. c. 2. These are the next order to Gentlemen, 
termed Yetmen auasi yowig, men, as sorne think, or , from 
Gmten, or Yemen, in the Saxon signifying a Commoner; so 
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'that of old flMe mert were of no rank above servants, though 
Pbfef in the French imports quasi va let urn maistre, thence the 
word wdllei, (pera viatoria;) the bearers of this as some called 
them Valitu at Farttts, others called them Ga rcions, though 
of old it was a title of better repute ; for all young persons, 
though Gentlemen, if not Knights, and under eigh'teen years 
•Id, were called Valets in France, as we called them Bdt- 
chelours in England. Hence Valet dt Chamore, a title of ho- 
nour, to the King. But Francis the first of France, per- 
ceiving those that attended him to be no better than Soiurieri 
fottr Yeomen) introduced Gentlemen of the Chamber; though 
jet, in the King's palace here, the officer Yeoman remains, 
Stat. 33. H. 8. c 12, yet in subserviency to the Gentlemen* 
■ Officers. So are Groom* another Court- word; in French 
Valet, or Varlet. So that the texts Valecti or Valeifi are such 
of the Commoners of Countries; who hold not their land 
*tt* nomine Culvtrtagii et perpetua Servitutis, hut having been 
Servants, or Tenants, to great men, have either, pro bono 
tefvitio Unpento pel impeHden&o, had land given them, or hj 
industry arid thrift (blessed by God) been purchasers of land 
m fee to them and their heirs, and that in such sort for the 
quality, arid iri such proportion for the value, that the Law 
requires Jurymen to be of, &c." Mr. Tyrwhitt distinguishes 
ih* application of Yeoman by Chaucer; the Cbanones Yemaii, 
rfl the Canterbury Tales, being only a common servant ; and 
hi another part, the title beirfg given to people of middling 
rank, not in service: So the Milter is careful "to saven his 
•bfaftfc* of yeMahrie." Mr.'Tyrwhitt also thinks, that the apl 
pWpriWiorViff the word to signify ft mill landholder, is more 
modern. Stir" cothpfcre WaWhous's observation. 

Of the? Teoiiiari, as do Tale is related by him, no painting 
aecftrs' in' the Manuscript; the representations being of such 
OHly Ht narrated adventures. See p. 128. The poet, how- 
ever, baa been sufficiently minute in the description or the 
Yeinian'r liabnlmehta;' " I cancluded',* says Be; " that he 
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was a forester, from bis dress;", which was a coat and hood of 
green -coloured cloth. Under his belt appeared a abaft of 
peacock arrows, that is, arrows plumed with peacocks fea- 
thers; according to the practice botb of a preceding and later 
age. . For Mr. Warton iia-s shewn that, among the stores at 
Farnham castle belonging to Waynfletc bishop of Winches- 
ter in 1471, were Arcvx cum chordia, and Svgifte magna, 
the latter of which is the title to the enumeration " de csliv 
sagittii magnis : barbatis cum pcnnis pavonum;" and that, in 
a computus of Gervays bishop of Winchester in 1366, are 
reckoned among his stores at Taunton castle Cauda pavonUBt,- 
which he supposes were used for feathering arrows :, Arrows 
with feathers of the peacock, he adds, occur in i-ydgate's. 
Chronicle of Troy, b. iii. cap. 22. edit. 1555. — '.' In. his 
hand he bare a mighty bow." There is a Patent, .Mf. Tyr, 
whilt observes, in Rymer, 15. PL 2. de arte tagittapdi per. 
Valettos Regis exercendi: The Yeomen, and all, other ser- 
vants of the royal houshold, of whatever state or office, voder 
the degree a/ Yeoman, are ordered to carry bows and arrows 
with them, whenever tbey ride, fee. in the King's train. 
On his arm was a gay bracer, the armour commonly used by 
archers, | and- in the present instance probably ornamented. 
To his sword and buckler on the one side, and his dagger on 
the other, are added a silver criitopher on his breast, and 
a baudrick or sash of green to which a horn was sus- 
pended. Mr. Tyrwhitt cannot see the meaning of the silver 
ornament called the " Cristofre;" especially as by the Stat. 
37. E. 3. Yeomen are forbidden to wear arty ornaments of 
gold or silver. No other explanation is afforded- by Mr. 
Warton, than that St. Christopher was, a saint who presided 
over the weather, and was the patron of field sports. -,;Mj-. 
Strutt supposes the ornament to have been a clasp, or buckle 
of silver, having the image of St. Christopher, with, cur 
Blessed Saviour upon bis shoulders, painted or engraved 
ppon it; a subject exceedingly popular at the time. 'the first 
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specimens of engraving were produced, arid ptobably- not 
less so in the days of Chaucer. ' According to this supposi- 
tion, the inefficacy of the sumptuary law abovementioned i» 
eertainly very glaring. 



THE PRIORESSE. 

. This delicate, precise, and sentimental lady is drawn in 
the Manuscript with a wimple neatly pinched, and a " fe- 
tyW-or handsome cloak, which is black over a tunic of white, 
in conformity to the dress of tlie Benedictine nuns. On her 
left band are the beads, and her right band is uplifted/ a* if 
she was desirous of calling the particular attention of her 
hearers to what she was reciting. 

The poet represents her as having been educated at the 
school of Stratford at Bow hear London ; which Mr. Warton - 
supposes to have been a fashionable seminary for nuns. This 
is very probable. Stratford at Bow, a Benedictine nunnery, 
was famous even then for its antiquity. I find tbat Philippa 
de Mobun, duchess of York, who died in 14-31, bequeathed 
to the Priorestof Stratford five shiUihgs, and to the Convent 
twenty shillings; perhaps in grateful remembrance of ad- 
vantages derived from instruction there. It mutt not be 
omitted, however, that Chaucer beve expresses the mean.) 
opinion -he entertained of the EngUsk- French spoken In his 
time; " for French qf Parti was to this Prioress unknown :" 
Yet, as Mr. Tyrwhitt observes', k was proper that' she should 
•peak some sort of French, net only as a woman of fashion, 
(a character which she is represented to* affect,) but as a reli- 
gious person.' The instructions ftorn die Abbot of St Al- 
ton's in 1338 to (he Nuns of Sopewdl, Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, 
were in the French language. 

If, forgetful rather- gentleness, 'she: was on any occasion 
betrayed into swearing/ '* bee igretest erne was hut by St. 
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Key." This saint ir called in Latin S. S%i'a«. But Mr. 
Tyrwhitt admits that, in all the Manuscripts which be had 
Men,- the word Boy, both here and in the Canterbury Tales, 
fa abbreviated into Lay; and that he had no authority for 
printing the name at full length but that of Urry. Mr. Rit- 
aon fa highly indignant at Mr. Tyrwhjjf » choice, and in. 
*i«i that Loy hai been improperly discarded. And Mr: 
Warton says that St. hoy is intended for Saint Lewis. But 
neither Mr. Tyrwhitt nor Mr. Warton offer any farther ex- 
planation of the Mint, by whom they respectively shew that 
' the lady swears. Of St, Eloy, a poet in the next century 
after Chaucer has given some account ; 1 mean Sir David 
Lindsay, who, in a satirical description of saints and legends 
in his Monmrekk, says, 

Sanct JSsbjr, be doith staitij stand, 
Ane new fanrs-scboo intill his hand. 

Again. 

Sum maids offrande to Sanct Eioye, 
That he tfaair hots may weill convdye. 

The beuavioar of the Prioress at table has been illustrated 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt, in copying the following «maimsunc«s' 
frota the RtmauM de la Ko*e : * ' 

Et bias- se garde «u' eHe ne moeilkr 

Ses doys au bronet yasqu' as joihtei, 4k. 

Si sagement port m banshee, 

Que aur son pied guotte rfen cbne 

De sonppe, ne de saulse noire.— ' 

Et doit si bien sa boiiche terdre 

Taiitrni' cl n'y kusae grease sherdre 

Au mom* en hvltrre- desteuK. 
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I mutt not omit to notice this lady's rosary, to which was at- 
tached a broehe of gold, whereon was written a crwrned A, 
and under it, as a commentary on the emblem, Amor vincil 
omnia, Love conquerelh all things. To this device and 
poesy there is some resemblance, as Mr. Rifson has also ob- 
served, in The Sq*yr qf Lome Degree, ver. 211, &c. 

In the myddes of your sheld ther shat be set 
A ladyes head, with many a frete ; 
Above ibe head wrytten shall be 
A reason for the love of me; 
Both O and It shall be therin, 
With A and M it shall bigynne. 

Our Prioress is represented, in the Prologue, as accom- 
panied with a Nun and three Priests. This Nun relate* the • 
history, which is called, in the Canterbury Tales, the Second 
Noimei Tale. There is accordingly, in the Manuscript, t 
wry neat miniature of her in a dark habit with open sleeves ; 
her wimple is nicely plaited; be* hood or cowl is up, not 
hiding, however, her ftce ; and her waist if girded. 

The reality of lbs three accompanying Priests has been 
justly questioned by Mr. Tyrwhitt, whose argument rs this. 
" As it appears evidently to have been the design of Chaucer 
to compose his company of individuals of different ranks, fat 
order to produce a greater variety of distinct characters, we 
can hardly conceive that be would, in this single instance; 
introduce three of the same profession without any dSscrimfc 
nating circumstances whatever; and in fact when the Norme* 
Pseest [• called upon to tell'hjs Tale, he is accosted by the 
Hob* in a manner which wilt not permit us to suppose that 
two others of the same denomination were present. - Tens 
Host be allowed 1 to be a strong objection te th6 j genuineness 
of'that article- of theiowePkeMos; but' it is Hut the- only 
see. AH the other characters itf^perticulaslp^fowribed, an* 
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most of them very much at large, whereas the whole that i* 
•aid of the other Nome and the three Prceites is contained in 
these two linen at the end of the Prioretse's character; 

Another Nonne also with hire had she, 
That was hire chapellein, and Preestea three. 

Where it it also observable that ihe tingle circumstance .of 
description ii false, for no nonne could be a chaplain. The 
chief duly of a chaplain was to say mass and to hear confes- 
sion, neither of which offices could regularly be performed by 
a nonne or by any woman. 

" It appears indeed that some abbesses did at one time 
attempt to hear the confessions of their nuns, and to exercise 
some other smaller parte of the clerical function ; but this prac- 
tice, I apprehend, was soon stopped by Gregory IX. who 
baa forbidden it in the strongest terms, Decretal. 1. v. tit 38, 
c. x.; ' Nova quffidgm nostris sunt auribus intimata, quod 
Abbatissss mooiales propria* benedicunt; iptamm qvaquccon- 
jftmona in erimmilmt audiunt, et legentes Evsngehum prae- 
sumunt publice prasdicare : cum igitur id absonum' ait et 
pariter abaurdum. Mandamus quatenus ne id de cctero fiat 
euncti* firmiter inhibere.' If these presumptuous abbesses . 
had ventured to say mass his Holiness would doubtless have 
thundered still louder against them. 

". It should seem, therefore, that we have sufficient ground 
W reject these two lines, or at least the second, as an inter* 
po)atipn> by which means we shall get rid of two of the 
Priests, and the detail of the characters will then agree with 
the] groa«, number in the twenty fourth verse of the Pro? 
logne,, Chaucer himself being included among the tune and 

" Mjr notion (I cannot call it opinion) of the matter ia 
this,, that Ihe first of the above lines did really begin the cha- 
racter of the Nonne, which Chaucer had originally inserted in 
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thii place, together with that of the Nonnes Prceet,. at u 
great length as the other characters, but they were both af- 
terward* expunged either by himself, or (more probably) by 
those who published his work after his death, for reasons 
of nearly the same kind with those which occasioned the sup- 
pression of the latter part of The Cvktts Tide. I suspect Our 
bard had been rather too gay in his description of these two 
religious persons. See a little concerning the Preest, Can- 
terb. Tale*, vest 15453 — 65. — If it should be thought im- 
probable that an interpolator would insert any thing so ab- 
surd and contradictory to the Author's plan as the second 
line, I beg leave to suggest that it ia still more improbable 
that such a Hne should hare come from the Author himself; 
and further, I think I can promise, in the course of the Can- 
terbury Tales, to point out several other undoubted interpola- 
tions, which are to the full as absurd as the subject of our 
present discussion." 

THE MOM. 

Of this character the pictured representation, in the Ma- 
nuscript, agrees in many respects minutely with the poet's. 
His gown, with full sleeves, is black ; and his hood is fast- 
ened beneath his chin, to which his hand is lifted, and thus 
hides what the poet describes as fastening the hood, " the 
curious pinne of wrought gold." His sdople bootes are just 
visible; not sufficiently, however, to display the trimtiess in 
this article of apparel, with which a smart Abbot has been re- 
presented, according to Mr. Tyrwhitt, by an anonymous 
writer of the thirteenth century : " Qcrtat babebat in cruribus, 
quasi innate essent, sine plied porrectas." MS. Bodl. James. 
n.6. p. 121. 

The Monks of Chaucer's time are described aa loving the 
■ports of the field. Our Monk has accordingly bis " grei- 
houndet swift as foul of flight ;'■' and hunting for the bare -ia 
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■aid to hare been si) his luit, and to which W sacrifice of 
expeace was spared In the Manuscript miniature be is at- 
tended by two bounds, whose collars are bine, fastened with 
gilded buckles. Mr. Tyrwbilt has remarked, that Knighton 
describes an Abbot of Leicester, who died in ISTJ, " qui in 
vewttinne ieporum inter omnes regni dominos famotrffsimtlB et 
nominatissinuu nabebatur." Decern Scriptor. \>. 263 1. He 
adds indeed, that the abbot was used to assert, what perhaps 
may have been partly true, " se non delectasse 1 in bujustnodi 
frivolii venationibut, nisi solum pro obsequus dotninit regni 
praestaodifl, et eirabilitale eorum captanda, et gratia in wis 
negotiis adipisuenda." Mr. Walton enumerates other in- 
stances of the anion, here justly satirized, of an hero- of the 
ckaee with an eccleriastick. Walter de SoSetd, bishop of 
Norwich, bequeaths by wilt bis pack of hounds to the king, 
in 1256. This was a common topick of satire. So again, 
in Chaucer's Testament of Lore, " gode houndes and many, 
to hunte after iiarte and hare," are noticed among the prin- 
cipal distinctions of the ecclesiasticks. Tbe archdeacon of 
Richmond, on his visitation, came to tbe Priory'' of Brid- 
lington: in Yorkshire, in 121*1, with ninety-seven horses, 
tuxntjr-one fog*, and three hawk*. See-Wartotrs Hist Eng. 
Poatay, i. 282. 

The golden bells on the bridle and trappings of the Monk's 
hone are nicely 1 delineated in the Manuscript/ Of this 
fashion, the custom was perhaps adopted by tbe clergy frdm 
tbe knights; among whom it was a particular point to have 
their bridles well bung with bells, and of which the neglect 
was considered as a mark of poverty and meanness. Arrmud 
of. Marsan, an old troubaudour, lays great stress upon this 
article, in bis- Instructions to form a Knight :" Let fait [the' 
hone's] breast be garnished with bells, well hung: Naming*' 
is more properto inspire confidence in a< knight, aftd terrour 
in an enemy." Vincent of Beauvais, Mr,' Warton' aaya, 
ceawsres: this Uai of. ornament in Ac HrdghM Templari : - 
6 
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" They have bridle* embroidered, or gilded, or adorned with 
silver; atque in pecteralibus catnpamlai ii$xtu magnum time* 
tantei tom'tum, ad gloriam eoram et decorem." Hut. L xxx. 
C. 85. But Wickbfft, inhis Triatoge, b«t Illustrate* Chau- 
cer, where be inveigh* against the priest* for their " fair, 
hort, and jolly and gay sadeles, and bridle* ringing by lb* 
way, gtc." Lewi*'* Life of Wiclitty p. 121. And War- 
ton'* Hist Eng.Poet. i. 164. 

In the Manuscript, the nice of our Monk it a little in- 
jured; but it has been well done, and still sufficiently ex.. 
hibits " a lord ful fat and in good point." He wean a black 
hat 

The sleeves of hi* tunic are described by the poet a* edged, 
with the finest fur that could be procured; an ornament at 
that period moat probably very expensive. Bttt.'our Monk 
is evidently a man of the world rather than of the cloystec. 
One of Wolsey"* ordinance*, Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed*. 
for the reformation of the Augnstinian Monks hi 1519, U> 
directed against the foppery here described: " In mameii rob 
nullo inodo fuTrurii ntantur aut pellibue, nisi prout ii* per- 
miaium eat in Statutis Benedicttnis." Duialale, Manatt. 
ii. 567. 

THE FRBRM. 

The feature* of this senanal but merry character am well 
delineated in the Manuscript. Even the meaning of hi* 
eye* may be noticed. His dress, is black, and bothi the cope . 
and semi-cope or tippet arc obvious ; the latter' of which* the* 
poet describes to be of " double worsted," m the cope «£• 
friar in Pierce Plowman Crtde is. Sign. B. i. b; and the for- 
mer seems well adapted to hold the knives anApimv. intended 
by him as present for fair wives. 

He i* called a Umitour; which Mr, Tyrwbitt dennes, " a 
fryer licensed to beg within a certain district." Skinner 
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imagine* that the limitour was a seller of indulgences, and 
that he received his denomination «a account of ho limiting 
or fixing the price for each sin. Junius considers ' the term 
*■ denoting a friar who discharged his office within certain 
limits or bounds. See Dr. Jamieson's Diet Scottish Lan- 
guage, in V. limitour. Dr. Jamieson observes, that, in the 
Visions of Pierce Ptownum, the limitottr appears indeed as a 
confessor, who, by virtue of episcopal letters, although be 
had no parochial charge, was authorised to hear confession. 
and grant absolution within a certain district Tyndale, id 
his Obedycncc of a Ckrysten man, (which passage I find Dr. 
Jamieson has also noted in his Appendix) gives a different 
view of the meaning of the word: " Howbeit suche maner 
sendynges are not worldly, as princes send theyr ambaesa- 
tloure, no nor as freres send theyr lymyteri to gather theyr 
brotherbedes, whiche muste obeye whether they wyll or wyll 
not" fbl. 50. a.— The following illustration of the word ha* 
escaped all the etymologists: limitors, " a propria? timiles terns 
imponendo, et removentibus aqathemata denunciando, dicti, 
ut verisimile est" See A Comment on the Miller's Tale and 
the Wife of Bath, I2mo. 1665. p. 152. 

But, to pass from this etymological description of our 
Friar, let us consider what is said of his official labours. " So 
plesant was his In Prineipio," that he never failed obtaining 
the alms which he wanted. The phrase, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
U commonly explained to refer to the beginning of St John's 
Gospel ; hut may also refer to the beginning of Genesis. In 
an old French romance, V historic de troit Maria, he adds, 
it seems to signify some passage in the conclusion of the 
Mats, Acad, de* Inscript torn. xiii. p. 521. 

Moult aise thi quant audio 
Le Prestre dire In Prineipio, 
Car la Mem ai est finee. 
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He wu alio of no small account at Love-day* ; a day ap- 
pointed for the amicable settlement of differences being called 
a Love-day; in proof of which Mr. Tyrwhitt cites Brae ton, 
1. v. fol. 369. " Si ante judicium capiat ur Diet Amorii;" 
and Rot Pari. 13. H, 4. n. 13. " Agayn the founne of a 
Love-day taken bytpen the same parties." Mr. Tyrwhitt 
says, that tbe Glossary (to Urry's Chaucer) calls these days 
improperly. Meetings for pleasure and diversion ; that they 
were meetings for business; though it is probable that the bu- 
siness, when finished, was usually followed by a treat given 
to the arbitrators, Sec. See the Pari. Roll already quoted. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt also cites, from the Vision cf Pierce Plowman, 
part of the speech of Sloth, in the character of a Priest : 

I can bolde Lovedayes, and here a Steves rekenynge, 
And in Cannon or in Decretals I cannot read a lyne. 

I am surprised, that the following passage in the same poem 
should have escaped the notice of the learned critick. The 
author is inveighing against the' luxury and diversions of the 
ecclesiasticks : 

And now is Religion a rider, a romer by the streete, 
A leader of lovedayes, and a loude beggar, 
A pricker on a palfrey. Sec. 

I take our Friar to have been a leader, as termed in tbe pre- 
ceding extract, or manager of. these lovedays; There, sayi 
the poet, he could mochel helpe. Mr. Warton converts these 
lovedayes, by a pleasant misapprehension. Into levadies, which 
he interprets ladies! Hist. Eng. Poet. i. 282. 

In noticing the accomplishments of our Friar, Mr. War- 
ton has detected two mistakes of preceding writers; the latter 
of which is more pleasant than his own. Of these the first 
is the explanation, in the Glossary to Urry's Chaucer, of 
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this wanton and merry confessor " playing on a role"; which 
is there laid to mean, by rote; whereas a role is a musical 
instrument. Mr. Warton cites, in proof, Lydgate, MS8. 
Fairfax, BiM. Bodl. 16. 

For ther was rotys of Atraayne, 
And eke of Arragon and Spayne. 

And again, in the same manuscript : 

Harpy*, fitheles, and eke rotys, ' 
% Wei acording to ther noty*. 

Where JUhelet, the criljck adds, vtfddks, as in the Prologue 
to the Canterbury Tales, ver. 298. Fiddles indeed it the belter 
reading of Mr. Tyrwhitt. Mr. Warton follows Urry's edition. 
Many examples of the musical sense of rote might be added. 
But I pass on to Mr. Warton'a second remark, in consequence 
of his illustration of this word: " I cannot help mentioning in 
this place a pleasant mistake of bishop Morgan, in his Transla- 
tion of the New Testament into Welch, printed in 1567. He 
translates the vials of wrath, in the Revelations, by crytham, i e. 
crouds or fiddles, Rev. 5. 8. The Greek is pistes. Now it 
is probable that the bishop translated only from the English, 
where be found tilth, which be took for viol*!" 



THE MAKCHANT. 

Chaucer informs us, that this person was clothed " in 
mottelet," that is, a motley-coloured garment. So the Ser- 
geant of the Lawe is vested, ver. 330. This garment, in 
the Manuscript, is of a bright red colour, . lined with blue, 
and figured with white and blue flowers. His tight and. neat 
boots arc not forgotten by the artist;- and the wearer displays 
them (if I may use the words, of Shakspeare) " very smooth. 
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like unto Ihe sign of the leg." Nor must the notice of bis 
Spur and its enormous rowel be omitted; which, in the paint- 
ing, exhibits the prototype of tbe ornament attached to the 
heels of many_pf our present fashionable riders. 

The Flanders beaver hat is also represented in tbe paint- 
ing. The Merchant looks as if in the prime of life; and his 
countenance bespeaks the man of business. His steed is on 
' tbe gallop. 

The expression in his wish, that " the sea were kept," or 
guarded, is thus illustrated by Mr. Tyrwhitt: The old sub- 
tidy of tonnage and poundage was given to the king " pur la 
■aufgarde et custodie del met," 12. Edw. 4. c. 3. 



THE CLERK OF OXENFORDR 

Of this interesting person, whose poverty, delight in study, 
and inattention to worldly affairs, are eminently conspicuous, 
Chaucer relates no other circumstance respecting the dress, 
than that his " overest courtepy" or surcoat was thread-bare. 
In tbe Manuscript, his surcoat, with tbe hood, is of a dirty 
violet colour; bis stockings are scarlet, and the saddle and 
bridle on his miserable horse are of the same colour. In hit 
right hand he holds out a book, as if he was descanting on 
its value; and under his left arm he carries other books, 
bound in red and blue. " He looked hollow," says the 
poet; a circumstance which the painter has not overpassed. 

Mr. Warton is of opinion, that Chancer, in the character 
before us, glances at the inattention paid to literature, and 
tbe unprofitableness of philosophy. He explains the pas- 
«ge» 

But all be that he was philosophic 
Tet hadde ha but litel gold in cofre. 
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in tliis manner; Yet he could not Jmd the philosopher'* stone. 
His conversation, Mr. Warton admits, was instructive ; and 
he was no less willing to submit than to communicate his 
opinion to others. But the same elegant and learned critick 
has strained the poet's meaning in the following description: 

Not a word spake he more than waa nede, 
And that was said in forme and reverence. 
And short and quicke, and full of high sentence : 

Mr. Warton, I say, here considers the Clerk of Oxenfbrd 
so enslaved by his attention to logick, as to exhibit in his 
conversation much pedantick formality, and the usage of a 
precise and sententious style on all subjects. See Hist Eng. 
Poet i. 452. What the Cleric said in forme and reverence, 
however, has been asserted by Mr. Tyrwbitt to mean, with 
, propriety and modetly; by whom also, Jul of high sentence is 
apprehended to signify only^JI of high or excellent sewe. Mr. 
Tyrwbitt, in this explanation, appealed to Mr. War ton's 
candour; at the same time acutely observing, that the credit 
of good letters is concerned that Chaucer should not be sup- 
posed to have made a pedantick formality, and a precise sen- 
tentious style on all subjects, the character! sticks of a scholar. 



THE SERGEANT OF THE LA WE. 

. Of this opulent and eminent person the poetical dress is 
very plain : 

He rode but homely in a medlee cote 
Girt with a seint of silk with barres smale. 

The pictured representation, in the Manuscript, is more 
particular. He is there drawn in a scarlet habit, with open 
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sleeves, and with a white hood furred; the habit being faced 
with blue, with small bars or stripes of red. He wears the 
character! stick distinction of a Sergeant, which the poet how* 
ever has not noticed, tbe coif. His stockings are scarlet. 
There is a great resemblance to this official habit, described 
in the Visions of Pierce Plowman: 

— ' Shall no Sergeant for his service weare no tiSc hotte, 
Nor pefare on his eloke for pledynge at the bane. 

Mr. Warton has observed, that the perpetual importance of 
this Sergeant, who by habit or by affectation has tbe faculty 
of appearing busy when he has nothing to do, is .sketched 
with the spirit and cone ineness of Horace. 

The poet says that this lawyer had often been at the 
Parvit; a place, interpreted by Mr. Tyrwhitt, from Du 
Cangc, " a portico before a church. See Du Cange in Pa- 
radisus. It appears from the Rom. of the Rote, in the Orig. 
rer. 12530, that books were commonly sold au Parvit devant 
Notre Dame at Paris. . At London tbe Parvit was frequented 
by Serjeants at Law. See Fortescue de Laud. leg. Aug. c. li. ; 
* Post meridiem curia; non tenentur; sed placitantes tunc se 
divertunt ad Pentium et alibi, consulentes cum Servientibu* 
ad Legem et aliis consitiarjis suis.* There is a difference of 
opinion where the Parvii at London, to which the lawyers re- 
sorted, was situated ; Somner supposes it to have been in Old* 
Palace-yard, before Westminster-hall, Clou, in Decern Script. 
V. Triforium; but others, with' more probability, think ft was 
what Dugdale calls the Pertyte of Pawlet. When the Ser- 
jeants had dined in any of the inns of court, St, Paul's lay 
much more conveniently for an afternoon consultation than 
Westminster-hall." 

Mr. Warton, speaking of the supposition that Parvit is a 
contraction of Parudite, imagines tile name to signify an am- 
bulatory; many of cur old religious bouaes having had a plate 
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. called Puradite. He adds, that in the year 1300, children 
were taught to read and sing in the Parvu of St Martin's 
Church at Norwich. Hist Eng. Poet i. 453. 

An extract from Waterhous*s Commentary on Fortescue, 
to which I have already referred the reader, may serve a* a 
curious illustration of the etymology of the word, which Mr. 
Warton and Mr. Tyrwhitt have not brought forward, though, 
however questionable, it deserves to be mentioned. The com- 
mentator having cited the words " Sed Placitantes tunc se 
divertunt ad Pervistm, &c." thus proceeds. " This referrs, 
not to the Pleaders repairing to the Pereise-exercita of Aca- 
demique origen, the same in Law that those exercises in Ox- 
ford are, called Pervisia; or sitting* general in the Sckoles in the 
afternoon, (which Mr. Selden sayes he understood first out of 
Mr. Wake's Mma regnantes,) and to which not onely young 
Lawyers repaired to team, but old Serjeants to teach and shew 
their cunning; I say, this clause turns us not to that Pervise, 
from whence the little place {whereof teaching of Schole was) 
in the lower part of the Church was called Peroissmi; but 
this referrs to the consultation that Clyents use to have with 
their Counsellours and Serjeants about their Pleadings, Bills, 
Demurrers, Rejoynders, special Verdicts, Orders; the read- 
ing over of which judiciously and with intentness is called 
Pcroinun, or, as we say, perusal qftkem, that is, considering 
-the legality of them, comparing them with originals, making 
briefs out of them, marshalling the evidence,, awl preparing 
for fryall in Court" p. 574. 

Our Serjeant is said to have received " many fees and 

■ robes." The Serjeants and all the officers of the euperiour 
Courts of Law, Mr. Warton says, .anciently received winter 
and summer robes from the king's wardrobe. He is. likewise 
said to cite cases and decisions, " that from the time of king 
William were fallen;" for the illustration of which Mr. 

■ Warton refers to the very learned and ingenious Mr. -Bac- 
rington's Ob.sereatimvi on the Andt*t Statutes. . I may nptntnit, 
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that Mr. Warton admires the humour of Chaucer in making 
this lawyer introduce the. language of hia pleading* into com- 
mon conversation, where, in the Canterbury Tales, he ad- 
dresses the Hoste, 

Hoste, quoth he, de par dieux jeo atient ; 

the affectation of talking French, though then general, being 
here appropriated and in character. 



j THE FRANKELEW. 

" The Frankelein," says Mr. Strutt, "is here delineated 
aa a true ran of Epicurus : his dress, unfortunately, is not 
described; and we only learn, that he wore an one/ace or 
knife, and a gypsere or purse qf white silk, hanging at hia 
girdle." See Habits of the people of Eng. ii. 279. The 
painting in the Manuscript supplies, in some degree, the de- 
ficiency lamented. He is there drawn in a surcoat of red, 
lined with blue, with bare or stripet of fringe or lace over it 
His hair and beard are snow-white. He wears a Email blue 
bat, turned up. His boots are black. His white silk puree 
W visible, but not hia knife. His left hand is on hia breast, 
as if be were relating some striking circumstance. In a word, 
the miniature presents him as a most respectable old gentle- 
man. 

Mr. Tyrwbitt, in my humble opinion, has not sufficiently 
illustrated the rank and character of the Franltelein. Hi 
■ays, that Fortescue, de L.L. Aug. c. 29, describes a Franhlam 

to be a Paterfamilias— mugnis ditalui pouetiionibut. Ha 

is classed with, but after, the mila and armigtr, and is dis- 
tinguished from the libere tetunte* and valecti, though as it 
should seem the only real distinction between him and other 
freeholder! consisted in the largeness of his estate. Spd> 
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man, in v. Frankelein, quotes the following passage from 
Trivef a Fr. Chronicle, MS, BibL R, S. a. 56,, " Thomas de 
Brotherlon, filiua Edwardi t. Mareschallus Anglite, apres la 
raort de son pere esposa la fille de im Franehrkyn apetee 
Alice." The historian did not think it worth hia while even 
to mention the name of the Frankelein. 

But let us attend to the very curious distinction made by 
Waterhojis, in bis Commentary on Fortescue; which indeed 
may explain other designations given by the poet to this re- 
spectable character. " Pater familias" says the commen- 
tator, " imports one Sui sui juris est, nulliaue addktv* 
mancipio, called the Father of the Family-, Non quod /amt- 
tiam sedjusfamilia habet, as the Lawyers iay. This we in 
England anciently called the Good Man. And the old 
dames, in my memory, were wont to call their husbands, my 
Good Man. Later times, more gentilized, discard that name 
from all mouthes but those that are plebeian, and though it be 
enunciatice of Franklaynes; that is, free liers, and owners of 
land; in which sense, Swaine-Mote is the name of the Con- 
ventus liberi tenendum, according to the old custom or law, 
Swaine-motum ter in anno ; yet it is now not much set by ; 
though, from this condition of them, there are many now grown 
into families, now called Franklin, who are men in the county of 
Middlesex and other parts magnis- ditati posseaionibus ; which 
the text expressed), to set out this Paterfamilias by. And this is 
an argument of much wealth. For therefore he, that is the Pater 
familiat here, ,is counted ditatus, because he has possessionem, 
not like those Ascriptitii, which were a sort of husbandmen 
that bound themselves by indenture to till the ground, pro- 
mising not to depart till their manumission ; nor as posses- 
sours of the one onely farm or mansion they live in, hut [of] 
many fames and portions of lands [which] they' demise to 
others, and those not only in their own county wherein they 
live and in which., they are members, but in other shires ; and 
not onely Copy-hold, which is' a badge of villenage, bat 
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Freeholds; yea, and those not onely Tenancies, but even 
capital! Messuages, and chiefe Mannors; by reason whereof 
they are drawn sometimes to beare offices in forraign Coun- 
ties upon' extraordinary occasion; and have opportunity to 
place their children apart, when their age and their parents' 
pleasure is they should marry, or be bestowed in a course of 
lite to live upon what, by their fatherly gift, is become their 
own : And as many possessions in number, so large in their 
extent, noble in their royalty, and rich in their revenue. For 
of this race of men, who were and are but plain Good Man, 
and John, and Thomas, many in Kent and Middlesex espe- 
cially, besides sparsim in every several) County, have been 
men of Knights' estate, who could dispend many hundreds a 
year, and yet put up to raise daughters' portions. Yea, so 
ambitious are many of them to be Gentlemen, that they by 
plentiful living obtaine tbe courtesie of being called Matter, 
and written Gentlemen ; and their posterities by being bred to 

' Learning and Law, either in Universities or Inns of Chan- 
eery and Court, turn perfect sparks and listed gallants, com- 
panions to Knights and Esquires, and often adopted' into 

" those orders. And from this sourse, which is no ignoble 
one, have risen many of the now flourishing Gentry." 
p. 388. ' 

The words, in the preceding extract, "oy reaiori whereof 
itiey are drawn sometimes to beare offices' in FORRAIGN COUN- 
TIES upon extraordinary occasion," may ''be considered, in 
some degree, as explanatory of the character, assigned by the 
poet to the Frankelein, of a Countour; a word, as Mr. Tyr- 
whitt has observed, which has been changed ih'Urry's edi- 
tion of Chaucer, upon what authority we are "yet tit learn, 
into Coroner; which Mr. Warton, however, has adopted, and 
illustrated, in calling it " an officC anciently executed by 
gentlemen of the greatest respect and property'.'' Hist Erig. 

» Poet. i. 438. Yet 'Countour,- the genuine reading Of the 
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manuscripts, seems unacceptable to Mr. Tyrwbitt, " It is 
not easy," he alleges, " to say what office is meant. I bare 
a notion that the foreman or the inquest in the Hundred-court 
was called a Countour; but tbe law- glossaries do not take no- 
tice of .any such sense of tbe word, and I cannot at present 
produce any thing stronger in support of it than the following 
passage of Robert of Gloucester, p. 538; speaking of an 
Hundred-court summoned by the Constable of Gloucester 
Castle, he says, tha t - ■ - 

He hald this Hundred mid great-folk and honour. 
And Adam of Arderue was is [his] chef Countour. 

Though this may possibly mean that Adam acted as ae- 
comptant or steward of the court" 

The rank of tbe Frankelein at the Session* of the Peace, is 
also minutely examined by the same critick, in this remark. 
" The justices, by the staL 3 1 Ed. III. c. 1, were to be in 
each county, ' ml Seigneur et ovesque lui trois ou quatre des 
' meultz vauez du countee, ensemblement ore ascuna sages 
' de la ley.' A wealthy frankelein might perhaps be com- 

. missioned under this description; but I know not bow he 
could be a knight of tbe shire, as they by 46 Edw. III. were 
to be Chivalen et. Serjantt desmeulx vaucx dupait; unless we 
suppose either that the rank of Serjant (Esquire) was as unde- 
fined as it is now, or that bis office of Justice made him an 
Esquire within the meaning of tbe act." 

The luxurious hospitality of the Frankelein has occasioned 
the poet to bestow on him tbe title of seiut Julian; a saint, as 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, distinguished for providing bis 
" votaries with good lodgings and accommodation of all aorta. 
Simon the leper, at whose house our Saviour lodged in Be- 
thany,, is called, says Mr. Warton, in tbe Legends, Juiian 

t the good kerborow, and bishop of Bethphage. In tbe title of 
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fa« Legend, MS. Bodl. 1596. fol. 4. St. Julian, Mr. Tyr 
wbilt adds, is called " the godc herigour ; tbe Legend ending 
thus; 

Therfore yet to this day thei that over lend wende, 
Hei biddeth Seint JuUan anon that gode ,herbenv be 

hem sende, ' { 

And Seint Julianes Pater noster ofte seggeth also. 
For hia fader toule and his moderei, that be ham bring 

tberto. 

Mr. Tyrwhirt refers to the pleasant Tale of Boccacio in the 
Decameron, (Day 2. Not. 2.) as an illustration of the virtue 
of Julian's Pater-noster. 

The precise import of Vavenour, by which pane the 
Frankelein is also designated, is often, says Mr., Tyrwhitt, a* 
obscure as its original. See Da Catige in V. And Lacombe, 
Diet, du vieux Lang. Fr. in V. Mr. Tyrwhitt considers the 
word here as meaning the whole class of middling Land- 
holders. 

I will not dismiss the Frankelein without Mr. Warton's 

happy observation, that " his impatience if his sauces were 

not sufficiently -poignant, and every article of his dinner in 

due form and readiness, is touched with the band of Pope or 

. Boileau." 

THE COKM. 

This person bas been deemed unworthy even of mention is 
Mr. Strutt's description of English habits. The poet indeed 
gives us no account of his dress. The painter, in the manuv 
script, has given some delineation of thin domestick character. 
He wears a red doublet, and an apron; in one band he holds 
a small deep dish or porrenger, in the other a large three- pronged 
fork. Nor has the painter forgotten to represent the mormal K or 
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gangrene, m Ai* din,; a circumstance, u Mr. Tyrwbilt hu 
observed, by which Jonson, in his Sad Shepherd, has alio 
described a Cook. 

Of the coquinary skill, and the critical knowledge of Lon- 
don ale, by which this character is distinguished, some de- 
scriptive circumstances may be entertaining, Mr. Tyrwhitt 
professes himself unable to explain what kind of ingredient 
the pmtdre marchanl was, which the Cook knew to ably to 
employ. " CotgraVe," he says, " mentions a pouldre blanche 
and a pouldre de due, which seem both to have been used in 
Cookery." In the Preface to the Forme qfCury, published 
by Mr. Pegge in 1T80, some explanation occurs in the re- 
mark on powder fori, which is there considered as " a mix- 
ture of the warmer spices, pepper, ginger, &c> pulverised; and 
which, if you will suppose it to be kept ready prepared by the 
vender, may be the powder marchanl, found joined [in the an- 
cient Forme} in two places with powder-douce. This, Spegfct 
says, is what gingerbread is made of; but- Skinner disap- 
proves this explanation, yet, says Mr, Urry, gives none of 
'his own." The powder- douce is thought to have been the 
'- powder ofgalingale. See the Glossary m V. Qalingak. In 
our ancient Cookery the mortar is said to have been in great 
'request; some mease* being actually denominated from it, 
■ ' as jtiortfe'ws, which Chaucer's- -Cook could -make. See the 
Forme of Cury, ut supra. Mr. TyrwmTt cites, from Lord 
Bacon's Natural History, " a mortreu made with the brown 
of capons stamped and' strained;"- which he considers a* a 
rich broth, or soupe, in the preparation of which the flesh 
r was stamped; or beat, in a mortar f whence is probably de- 
rived its name, tine mortreuse ; though be cannot assert tint 
"he ever met with the French word. 

Whether the London ale was a different sort of ale from 
that sold in the provinces) or only better made, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt is not able to say:- but he .shews that it was in request 
above a century *Ae* Ghattter. Iw the.aeeoent of -the-feut 
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•f Archbishop Warbam in 1 504, are the following article*. 
LeL Collect App. P. ii. p. 3a 

De cenisia Londini iiii. dol.— — vi 11. • 

De cervisia ; Cant vi. dot. prcc. doL xxv s. 
De cervisia Aug. Bere xx. dol. prec. dol. xxiti s. iv d. 
So that London ale, Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, was higher than 
Kentish by 5s. a barrel. The potency of the ale o/ South- 
vxrk, which Chaucer also celebrates, has however escaped 
the notice of the learned critick. Of this the Poet's Miller 
was as fond, as bis Cook was of the London. - And, in the 
Prologue to his Tale, he accordingly says, (ver. 3141. edit. 
Tyrwhitt,) 



- if that I roispeke or say. 



Wire it the ale qf Southwerk, I you pray. 

This ale, indeed, was once in proverbial renown. - " Like a 
true ale-stake," says an old commentator on Chaucer, "be 
[the Miller] tela you where the best ale is; and this was 
* made good long ago, as may appear by that overworn Pro- 
verb, 

The nappy strong Ale qf Soutkuiirke 
Keeps many a gossip fra the kirke." 

See A Comment upon the Miller's Tale and the Wife of 
Bath, 12mo. Lond. 1665. p. 3. 



THE SHIPMAN. 

In the Manuscript, this Pilgrim is painted in a gown of 
dark colour, reaching to his knees; having his dagger under 
his arm, suspended by a lace. His hewt is truly represented 
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at browi. He wean a faired cap, of a dark or dirty crimso* 
colour. 

THE DOCTOUR OF PH1SICKE. 

This Pilgrim, according to the Poet's description, was ha- 
bited in garments of purple and light blue. In the Manu- 
script, his surcoat is of bright purple, and his hood (which 
reaches over his head and low over his shoulders) of blue, 
deeply furred with white; in which kind of ornamented drew 
a Physician is described in the Visions of Pierce Plowman, 
The miniature represents him also pondering, as it were, on 
the contents of a large phial. His stockings are of the same 
colour as his surcoat. 

The practices of this physician in regard to magike naturel 
are illustrated by the poet, as Mr. Tynvhitt has observed, in 
IbSm Haute of Fame, B. iii.' 1 75. 

And clerics eke, which conne wel 
All this magyke 'nature/, 
That craftely do her ententes 
To maken in cerlayne ascendentes 
Ymagee, lo! through which magyke 
To maken a man ben hole or scke. 

The character of this Pilgrim, Mr. Warton has remarked, 
preserves to us the state of medical knowledge, and the course 
of medical erudition then in fashion. See Hist. Eng. Poet 
i. +39. Mr. Tyrwhitt refers those who are curious to know 
more of the books which composed our Physician's library, to 
the Account of Authors, &c. in Urry's edition of Chaucer, 
Fabric. Bibl. Med. jEt, and the Elench. Medicor. Yet. 
apud eund. Bibl. Gr. torn. xiij. 1 may refer them also to 
the very interesting and abundant information on this subject 
in Warton's History of English Poetry, vol. i. p. 439—44*. 
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Chaucer, be observes, having mentioned the books of the 
Physician, could not forbear to add a stroke of satire to na- 
turally introduced: 

His studie was but litel in the Bible. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt observes that the names of Hippocrat and 
Galien, which occur in the description of this character, were 
used even by the Latin writers of the middle ages for Hippo- 
crates end Galen ; and he cites accordingly, from Dugdale's 
Monasticon, torn. 1. p. 184. 

Magnus eram medicus, Hypocra* sum nomine dictni ; 
Alter et egregius vocitatut eram Galiaua, 



THE WIF OF BATHE. 

This fair but not bashful Pilgrim, whose occupations and 
turn of mind are finely delineated by the poet, appears in the 
Manuscript with a very winning countenance. She is there 
drawn in a blue outer garment of the petticoat kind, and in 
a surcoat of red, with a golden girdle. The former of these 
garments is bound round her hips, and reaches over her feet. 
One of her spurs is risible. The stirrup of her saddle is gilded. 
She holds in her hand a whip. She wears a wimple, not 
unlike what has been called in modern times a mob-cap; and 
over it a broad black hat (not indeed unlike a buck'er) with 
strings. She rides astride, unlike the Prioress and Nun. 

Her art of cloth/taking may be illustrated, as Mr. Wartoa 
has shewn, by observing that she lived in the neighbourhood 
of Bath; a country famous for clothing to this day. It was 
thought no disgrace, sap Mr. Sirutt, for a lady of quality to 
be a good housewife, and to superintend the making of s ich 
cloth aawas necessary forthe family; and, in many instances. 
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an additional quantity for the purpose! of charity. He ac- 
cordingly cites the Wif of Bathe's accomplishment in the art 
of making fine cloth. See Habits of the People of England, 
ii. 191. 

The poet represents this jolly dame as having bad hus- 
bands at the church-door five. Perhaps the ceremony here 
mentioned may not be obvious to every reader. Mr. Warton 
observes, that, at the southern entrance of Norwich cathedra), 
a representation of the espousals, or sacrament of marriage, 
is carved in stone; for here the bands of the couple were 
joined by the priest, and great part of the service performed : 
here also the bride was endowed with what was called Detu ad 
ostium ecclesia. See Hist. Eng. Poet. i. 437. — Hearne, in 
bis Appendix to the History of Glastonbury, published the 
form of matrimony, as celebrated at the cbhrch-door, from a 
Missal secundum usum Hereford in bis possession, lo which 
Mr. Warton refers the reader. But this custom, as Mr. 
Cough has also observed, was not peculiar to Hereford; wit- 
ness the Missals it) usum Sunan, 1503, 1526. See British 
Topography, i. 412. The custom was, that the parties did 
not enter the church till that part of the office, where the 
t now goes up to the altar and repeats the psalm. 



THE PERSONE. 

The surcoat and hood of this amiable and venerable ,Pil- 
grim are, in the Manuscript, of scarlet; such being the habit 
of a ministering priest in England, until the time of queen 
Elizabeth. In his countenance there is much meekness. His 
hands are crossed upon bis breast; anil round his waist is ap- 
parently a girdle of beads. 

In describing the sanctity, simplicity, sincerity, patience, 
industry, courage, and conscientious impartiality, of this 
excellent parish-priest, Chaucer, Vb. Warton observes, has 
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shewn hit good mmk and good heart. Dryden, in bis imi- 
tation of the character, fa said to have applied it to biahop 
Ken. See HiiL Eng. Poet i. 448. I am led to think that 
Goldsmith had also cast his eye on Chaucer's engaging de- 
scription, and that he accordingly transferred a trait or two 
of the clerical character In its brightest view to the Ecclesi- 
■stick in his Deserted FiUap. 



THE MILLER. 

This Pilgrim is represented in the Manuscript, aa he is by 
the poet, in a white coat with : a blue hood. The miniature 
aptly ahem him also aa a "afoot chorle." He ia drawn 
BJaying «n a teg-pipe. Hi* bead is uncovered. Ha wean 
a #w«d and hmeseorby to aide. 

TV poet .describes bim aa wiaaang; the mm, the qmbJ 
i»«e atiHrttding^nalcheB; wiicb Mr. TyrwUkt prorea by 
a reference to M- Paw's mention of .such a contest at 
WasHninater in 1322, at which the prize was a ram. A 
wy cwdoua description of this pilgrim aa a goliardeit, baa 
bean thus green fay the aaaoe critick. Un Goliardoit, ft. 
/Sviurd/u, or GolMrdauis, Latf. "Slhie jovial sect seem* 
to' ihxtn been ao called fan*' :Gobai, the real or assumed 
name of .a Jnan .of wit tovnud.the end of the 13th cen- 
tal)', who wrote aba' 4porags*tt> Otitic and othw piece* in 
burleaque Latin rhymei, «ome of wbioh bave been falsely 
attributed to Walter Map. See Tomtit Bibl. Brit, in V. 
QolioM, and D* Conge in V. Goliardw- There is a poem by, 
one of this sect in MS. 'Bod.' 3869," James, 32, which ia en- 

sW <#fcv emrfa v fbtytf* Jt&ti. *&**&** i*** 1 

. #mi^>GaJl», .Angjus (i^arf w, . 
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GolitB discipulus, doleni quod tarn tardus, 
Mandmt saiutem fratribui, nomine Ricbardu*. 



i, filial Marin, 

Pascat, potet, vestiat pueros Golite, 
£t conserve t aocioi sanctz confrariu; 
Ad dies usque ultimo* Enoch et Ely». 

In several authors of the 13th century, quoted by Du Cange, 
the Goliardi are clawed with the joctdatort* et buffones. But 
see the Glossary subjoined to this volume. 

What Mr, Tyrwhitt propose* in explanation of the Miller"* 
thumb of gold, cannot perhaps, be admitted without hesitation. 
If the allusion, he says, be, as is most probable, to the old 
proverb, Every honett Miller hat a thumb qfgotd, 'this passage, 
may mean, that our Miller, notwithstanding his thefts, was 
an konat Milter, that is, a* honest as his brethren. 
. . I will not overpass the beard of our Miller, which Chaucer 
•ays was broad at a spade. This decoration of the chin conti- 
nued to be in high estimation, nearly two centuries after Chau. 
cer; for thus, in Lyllie's Midas, published in 1592, Motto 
•ays to Dello, " I instructs thee in the phrases of our elo- 
quent occupation, as. How, air, will you be trimmed? Will 
your have your beard-tike a tpude or a bodkin? a pent-house 
on your upper-lip, fcc" A. 3. S. 2. ' 

THM MANCIPLE. ' 

Of data respectable Pilgrim the dress and appearance, in 
the Manuscript, are as follow. He wears a surcoat of light 
blue, Willi open sleeves, lined with light brown. His beard 
iiforked. HisliUle cap is of light brown. At his girdle de- 
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fends, from a white sash, his gipcerie or purse, of a brown 
colour also. In hit right hand he holds up a small bottle. 



THE REVS. 

The Reve Is drawn, in the Manuscript, very expressively 
as a thin cbokrick man. He appears to have been closely 
shaved ; bis hair is rounded at the ears, and docked at the 
top like a priest's. ' His garment is brae, with a hood of scar- 
let over it .. His stockings also are scarlet. His sword is of 
an enormous 'size. " " * ' ■''"' •' 

The'whole of this character, as Mr. Ws'rtofi has observed, 
-is happily pictured by the poet: -'"He was an officer' of much 
greater trust and authority during the' feudal authority (hah at 
present His attention to the care end : custody' of the manors, 
the produce of which was then kept in hariti 'for flJrmrfiing'hTs 
lord's table, perpetually employs his time, preys upon his 
thoughts, and makes hint lean- and choleritt? '"He is the 
terrour of bailiffs and hinds j "and'is remartable ftr his cir- 
cumspection, vigilance, and subtlety. He is never in ar- 
rears, and no auditor w'able' ; to r over-reach;or"detect ;him in 
his accounts; yet:be makes more' commodious purchases for 
himself than for his master, without forfeiting the good-will or 
bounty of the latter' '-'Amidst these^trokes of satire; Chaucer's 
genius for descriptive (fainting 1 breaks forth in the simple and 
beautiful description oftheReve's rural habitation, ver. 608." 
See Hist. Eng. Poet, i, 451. 

The poet adds, that this Pilgrim in bis youth had learned 
s good mystery or trade ; 

»\ •> 'toi*m*ik<&l^^iri^\&Tp<tt:> 
^mx ^''sarpekiT '-of Oserieiif 1 Abbey, •however. Whom. 
XlkuM? &&&&**& delinked *itJj inimitable force and 
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humour. I tike this opportunity gfjlltmtinf a uarignatiBti 
of die latter carpenter, as Mr. TyrwhiU doubt* the authority 
of the glossarial application. See The Miikra Tale, nr. 
3187. 

Whilom ther wu dwelling in O xenforde 
Andtegnof, that gotten held to bonk, 
And of nil craft he was a c 



Mr. Tyrwhitt give* no other illustration of the.u 
^ao/'tluui the following: " Gnoflc, an old cuff, a miter. 
Glow. Urr. I know not upon what authority." — Authority, 
however, U not wanting. See A Comment upon .the Mil- 
ler*» Tale and the Wife of Bath, 12m*. Load. 1665. p. *. 
" A rich gntfe; a rich grab, or nuwcaUc caitiff, u I wader 
it; which interpcetation, to be proper and ■ignincant, I 
gather by the aence of that antlent metre: 

The caitiffgag/acd to his erne, 

My naeney is many, my income* but few. 

This, -a* I conceive, explain* top author** meaning) which 
seems no lest seconded by that antient English bard : 

Tbatgao/, that, grab, of ,n«aants Unfe 
Wad«toEeofgoud,,y«tdidpo,gude.'' 



Thi* ummoner of offenders against the canon* into die 
archdeacon'* court, is, recy n^patelj ■^reaontodj^* to hi* 
habit and appearance, in the Manuscript. He wear* a jacket 

.or .urcoat.of.bV, and.paaftjaonj c$sca*k> ;1 ^ha*«)*i<je 
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pfc-ently of a cake, under which is hi* award. In hi* hand 
heboid* a ktteror summons, waled. Hi» firt-rtd face it 
very conspicuous; and the painter indeed has well expressed, 
what the poet hai given to this Sompnour, a visage fit to 
frighten children ! 

The Sompnour, Mr. Warton observes, " it humourously 
drawn at counteracting his profeMion by hii example : be t* 
libidinous and voluptuous, and bit rosy countenance belies 
hi* occupation. Thi* U an indirect satire on the ecclesias- 
tical proceeding* of those time*." — Piers the Plowman had 
before noticed this character) stick looseness of the Sompnour ; 
repreheriding particularly, in his indignant remarks on those 
connected with the Church, " mmtoiur* tad their tenrntanf," 
Pass. 14. The name, it may here be observed, was after- 
wards written asrnowr ; and is thus employed by Shakspeare 
in K. Lear with an allusion to the office of me old touprumr. 
Milton writes it Maimer; pronouncing at the same time the 
whole race of these persons, and of appuritcgrs, (the word, 
which, by the way, has been adopted in modem timet for 
tompwur*,) to be "a hell-pestering rabble." See hit Ani- 
madversions upon, the Remonstrants Defence, &c. 

Hi* affectation of Latin terms, which he had picked up 
from the decreet and pleadings of the Court, must have 
formed; Mr. Warton says, a character highly ridiculous. 
Compare verses 640—645. Of the Questio quid juris, which 
he wat wont to utter, Mr. Tyrwhitt'i explanation is; "That 
this kind of question occurs frequently in Ralph de Heng- 
ham. After having stated a case, he adds, Quid juris f and 
mew proceeds to give tile answer to it. See Heng. Mag. 
c. xi. Esto astern quod rent nullo modo venerit ad hunc diem. 
Quidjuri* 7 Sec. See alto c. xii." 

He was a gentil harlot, Chaucer tayi ; the name harkt 
being anciently given to men as well at women. See Francis 
Tfcyime's remark in this volume, p. 79, and* alto the Glos- 
sary. He had- in danger the young girh (who Mr. Tyrwbitt 
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says may be of cither sex, girt being formerly an appellation 
common to both,) of the diocese; that is, according to Mr. 
Tyrwhitf i explanation, within the reach or controul of hit 
office; an in Hist. A boat. Pipwell, apud Monast Angl. torn, 
i. p. 815. " Nee audebant Abbates eidem retistcre, quia 
tut pro denarii* nut pro bladis semper fuerunt Abbates in 
dengerio dicti Officialis." — Da Cange cite* this example in. 
V. jpangcrium, where the reader may see other illustrations. 



TH I PARDONERR 

This Pilgrim, Mr- Warton observes, is with great pro- 
priety made the friend and companion of the preceding. He 
is just arrived from the Pope, with abundance of " pardons 
from Rome al bote ;" having in bis wallet, ameng other 
reticles,' the Virgin Mary's vail, and part of the sail of St Pe- 
ter's ship. My learned friend, George. Chalmers, Esq.. has, 
in bis excellent edition of Sir David Lyndsay's Poems, no- 
ticed a collection of ludicrous relicts, deserving comparison 
with these of the Pardonere, in the Satyre of the three 
Estaitis, vol. ii. p. 15. The Pardonere,. the. same critkk 
has observed, was a frequent character in the old Moralities; 
as in Heywood 's Four P*s; ■via. the Palmer, the; Pardoner, 
the Poticary, and the Pedlar, The Pardoneri, Mr, Chal- 
mers adds, " were well known characters, at . the epoch of 
the Reformation, who retailed the Pope's indulgences, Jbr 
profit, in every Christian country. Chaucer exposed them 
to ridicule in England. Luther raised the indignation of 
Germany against them. And Lyndsay tried to make the 
Pardoner contemptible in Scotland," 

Of these persons the impositions on the credulity of the 
people Were so notorious, as to occasion the check of autho- 
rity by the decrees of several Councils, and by parliamentary 
determination. See Du Cange in W. Qfuttdarii and Ousts. 



anz^tyGoogle 



FROM THE rOETRY OF CBAfCFS. 263 

tionarius; wader which genera] Dimes, Mr. Tyrwhitt re- 
marks, the venders of indulgence* are included.' See alto 
Stat. 22. H. 8. c. 12. m By which, all Procion and Par- 
doners going about in any country, without sufficient autho-~ 
rity, are to be treated as vagabonds. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt can hardly think that Chancer meant to bring 
his Pardoner from Ronceveaux in Navarre, and yet cannot' 
find, be says, any place of that name in England. An Hos- 
pital Beata Maria de . RomeyvaUc tit Charing, London, is 
mentioned in the MonasL torn. ii. p. 443 ; and there wis a 
Rurtcevat-Hall in Oxford; Stevens, vol. ii. p. 262. Whence 
Mr. Tyrwhitt concludes, that perhaps it was the name of 
some Fraternity.— The Hospital or Chapel of St, Mary 
ttounceval, in the Parish of St. Martin in the Fields, was un- 
doubtedly a Cell to the Priory of Rouneeveuux in Navarre;' 
and was endowed with lands. It was suppressed, among' 
other Alien Priories, by K. Henry the fifth; and was. re-' 
edified by K. Edward the fourth, in the fifteenth year of his 
reign, when a Fraternity was founded, according to Stow ; 
who observes (in his Survey of London) that the same had 
been suppressed and turned into tenements. See Newcourt's 
Diocese of London, vol. i. p. 693. See also Tanner's No- 
titia Monastics, Middlesex, sub RowidvaU. 

However lightly the character of the Pardoner may be 
estimated, I.must not-omit to remark, that me Tale, which 
the Poet occasions him to recite, is extremely interesting in 
its draniatick and moral effect. Nor may I decline defend- 
ing this Pilgrim from a charge, hastily made, of misquoting 
in his Tale the commandments; the third for the second. Sec 
The Canterbury Tales of Chaucer, completed in a modern 
Version, by the lies. W. Lipacombe, vol. iii. p. 166. The 
words of Chaucer's reciter are these : 

Behold and see, that in the firste table 
Of highe Goddes bestes honourable, 



), g ,t,z eC b,Google 



*D% MOTES ON TEX PRECIStKO EXTRACTS 

How that the temnd hett of him U this, 
T«*r mit my mmt iniddor omit. 

To an elegant and correct modernization of tlri^ passage, ttot 
indeed the whole of Mr. Lipscombe's version may be pro* 
nounced a* almost uniformly correct and elegant, thi* note 
it subjoined. " I eannot omit remarking tot keenness Of 
Chaucer's satire, who, in drawing the picture of an ignorant 
and unprincipled priest, make* him misaawte the conHnaneV 
merits; the fluid for the second." 

This is not the fact. Chancer levelled no tatirt here agftkwt 
his Pardoner. Thoae Papistical tiroes, as well aa later, coun- 
tenanced, without shame, the otniiaion, in the decalogue of 
«r tecond commandment ; and, in me decalogue that anv 
tilated, the aecond precept ia, Thou aU( not tain tit lofft 
name S* »n, sic. The nember of the commandmenta, how* 
ever, waa preserred by a dicirio* 0/ tie mat*. I will gin a 
proof of the dmihm, and aiao a strange atatement of the 
aecond cemmandmem, at they occur in a metrical Manuscript, 
■which I consider nearly Coeral with Chaucer's writings. BM. 
Mooaat Fletewod. p. 90$. 

In hevene tcfcat dwelle ail eryaten men 
That knowe and kepe goddea byddinga ten, 

I. Thou schalt love god »«• berte entere, 
' W* el thi aouie and al thi might; 

Other god in no manere, 

Tfaov schalt no hare by day nor nyght. 

II. Tki godda mm and bautu. 
Thou tchalt not imte/or mel nor wo; 
Diimembri hjjm not yet on rodttre 
jforyc vxu mad boytk Mot end bio, 

III. Thi holy dayes kepe wed alio, tee. 
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TW* 'a tl* dtrUton «** the tenth conniMitdmcRt : 

IX. Thi neghbom wyf yo not desyw, 
Nor wommaa non thcrgh synne •coveyte, 
Bui as holykirke wolde it were. 

Right » thi porpos toke yu sette. 

X. Hous nor lond nor other thyng. 
Thou nchalt not covette wrongfully. 
But kepe weel ay goddes biddyng. 
And crisccn frith lore stedfastely. 

It remains that I should describe the drew and appearance 
of our Pardoner in the Manuscript Hi* long yellow hair ia 
spread, in parted locks, upon fata ■boulders. Hh aarcoat ia 
starlet trimmed with white. Hi* cup « alio acarlet, with 
the remicle obviewi in Uie front Hi* stockings are blue. 
In bis hand be caries the creti cf lawn, coloured at the 
points, yellow, red) and blue. Hi* precious wallet rests on 
his horse's breast, depending from the neek by white strings. 



THE HOST. 

Of this fkeanVws person there hi no picture in the Mono- 
script, forth* reason already given. Seep.231. Yet among 
the rest, no character perhaps can be pronounced more con* 
•picuou* than this Master of the Tabarde, where 'the Pit. 
grims are awscah le d. " He ha* much good sense," says 
Mr. WartoH, " nd discovers great taJenta for managing and 
regulating a large ««mpany; and to nrto we are indebted for 
the happy proposal of obliging every Pilgrim to tell a story 
during their Journey to Canterbury. Hit interpositions be- 
tween the Tales are very useful and enlivening ; and be is 
something kite the Chorus on the Grecian Mage. He i*of 
great service hi eneooragirig ««b person to begin hiipajt, ia 
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conducting the scheme with- spirit, in making proper obser..' 
rations on the merit or tendency of the several (tone*, in «eU 
ding such disputes [as] must naturally arise in the course of 
mch an entertainment, and in connecting all the narrative* into . 
one continued system. Hi* love of good cheer, experience 
in marshalling guesta, address, authoritative deportment, and 
facetious disposition, are thus expressively displayed by 
Chaucer. - 

Gret chere made our Hoste us everich on. 
And to the souper sette he us anon; 
And served u* with vitaille of the beste. 
Strong was the win, and wel to drinke us leste. 
A semely.man our Hoste was with alls 
For to ban ben a inarshall in on halls. 
A large man he was with eyen stepe, 
A fairer burgeis is ther non in Cbepe: 
Bold of his specbe, and wy*e and wel y taught. 
And of manhood him lacked righte naught 
Eke thereto was he right a mery man, tec."— 

Of the agreement which the Pilgrims entered into, at the 
suggestion of our Host, with respect to the number of Tales 
thai each person was ' to tell, this is Mr. Tyrwhitf s illustra- 
tion;, after observing, that the Host's proposal stands, thus,-, 
with very little variation in all the Manuscripts ; 

This is the point, to speke it plat and plain, 
, . That ecbe of you, to shorten with youre.way* 
In this viag* shall tellen tale* tway, . . 

To Canterbury ward, I mene it so;.. 
And. homeward he shall tellen other two— . 

" From this passage we should certainly conclude, that each 
of them was to tell two.tslu iu their journey to Canterbury^ 
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tad Mo mow in the journey homeward : but all the ' other 
passages in which mention is made of this agreement, would: 
rather lead im to believe, that they were to tell only one aim 
in each journey; and the Prologue to the ParaonVTak- 
atrongly confirma thii latter supposition. The Host acre 



■ Now lacketh ua no tales mo than on- 

arid, calling upon the Parson to tell thii one tale which waa 
wanting, he aaya to him, 

■•■■-■ ne breke thou not our play, ■ ■ 

For every man, tare moo, hath told hia tile. 

The Paraon therefore had not told any tale before, and onr/i 
one tale was expected from him (and consequently from each 
of the others) upon that journey. It is true* mat a very: 
flight alteration of the passage first cited .would: reconcile 
that too to this hypothesis. If it were written. 

That ecbe of you, to shorten with youre way. 

In this viage shall tellen tales tway; 

To Canterbury ward, .1 mene it, o, s 

And homeward he shall tell another to— ' > 

the original proposition of the Host would perfectly agree 
with what : appears to hare been the subsequent practice. 
However, I cannot venture to propose such an alteration of the 
text, in opposition to so many manuscripts, some of them of the 
beat note; and therefore the reader, if he ia ao pleased, may 
consider this as one of those inconsistencies, which prove too 
plainly that the author had not finished his work." Intro* 
duct. Disc, to the Canterb. Tales, § vii. 

We must not however forget, that Chaucer himself tells 
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grlaat are eapreauy oaks to be the. nusabtr of lb company, 
tbickMrim described are more. See TbynBr/s remark, in 
thisTorueae, p. 14. 

The Cjumm*s Yeman has obtained bo place among the 
Character! in Ibe Prologue, yet be recite a Tale. Accord- 
ingly a representation of lii» dreai U round in the Manuscript 
He there appear* hi & green war, Kith brown pantaloons, 
and abort or quarter boot*. Hit head-drew is alio brown. 
Afaisd to hi* gtofle, behind hhn, i* a wallet of a* men 
ate. 

Among the Tales which remain, says Mr. Warton, there 
ire none of the Priomihes Chaplains, the Haberdasher, 
Carpentrp, Wmk, Over, Taptbei, and Hoars. Mr. 
Warton certainly forgot the Nokme* Preest'b Tale ; for, 
towMaa objectioDahfe tire number of fftrw Priests or Chap*- 
lain*, attendant on the Prioress bra been thought, (seep. 935.) 
the Character, dariguated by the poet a* the NorWM 
pRattxr, may fairly be considered a* om of the Priorear'a 
train. In the Maa u taeript ho appears Tested » a snrcoat of . 
brownish purple, with a blue hood or tippet. He wean a 
email red cat), with a knot er tassel at the top. Either his 
garment is delicately faired at the week and wrists, or hi* 
fine linen is there apparent The trappings of his horse are 
coloured blue. 

The Plowman, we know, occurs among the Character* 
to At Protegee ; bat the SWr, which has beea gfren to Mas 
to soaae e diti ons of Chaucer's poetry, is certainly no* autten- 
tick. It is WBDttog hi the best Manuscripts. And Mr. 
Tyrwhitt ha* justly rejected it 

The IUkkdashib, Cuatum.% Webbs, Dyr», and 
T4Pfn>, are represented by the poet " to one" livery ef a 
aaierrm and great fimatMity," and with sneb other Arttoa. 
tions as bespeak the wealth and the havporeaoce of London 
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. CBADGES himself appears is the mutiMript * the opeav- 
ing of Melibeus'e Tale, Jaiiatot gipon of my da* 
yiolet, nearly biMk. Hii bonnet is of the sesne Msonr. Ufa 
anelaceis gilt His hoots are black. Andkbe trappings oT 
bit pony tie partially gilt. The fistntispiace to this book 
is i facsimile of the miniature. 

We have now assembled the whole puty. The circunv 
stance* of their setting out are next to be *oaaiaWtd. These, 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has obserwd, "are .related sueoinotly and na- 
turally; and the contrivance of appointing rtbe Knight by lot 
to tell the first tale, is a happy one, as it aflbrd* the author 
the opportunity of giving his work a splendid opening, and 
at the same time does not infringe 'that apparent -equality, 
upon which the freedom of discourse and consequently *h« 
ewe. and good humour of every society .so entirely depend. 
Tbegeneral satisfaction, which this asakasnCeaeitt is-ssid ■*• 
givefu the company, puj» usjnakisslof ftssmasv^nwdfiaatiefi 
to the secret wishes of the Grecian away, when . the 4ot «f 
fighting with Hector fall* to Ajw;;thongh there is net-the 
least probability that Chaucer had ewrtesd she -ahao, «w* 
in. a translation." Introdiwt JDtsc.iUtaupr.:§ »hi. Tbe-ew* 
Kxanay *? drewtngcutu occuavato to, the Canterbury Tales, 
and Mr- Tvrwhittaays ^wttPeoissaet.calit itriw'ddassspat 
pdiiie, V. i. c.29*. 

In illustrating the, divoriiuns of oaar. snrers in t, .MnWattoii 
ha* stated, " that when a company was assembled, ifajugler 
or minstrel were not present, it was Ibmricanasnti 'to'entertain 
themselves by relating or haarjflgia aarasaunn awia nU a mi Thus 
the general plan of the Canterbury .Tales, nabsch at-trst sight 
seems to be merely an ingenious invention of the poet to serve 
ft -particular .occasion, .m iPigwat .:aneeaure: spaaaasfoV'^n -a 
' {tabion. of. ..ancient ]&. AflUiCusMetf^isaajpssmig-eeah^ 
ihc.PMgrwwto tell* ts^as iseysare.Osnalh^Jo-fieetert 
shrine, onlj .make* them' #*>«* r.-aJMaV -of «M**ineat 
Wiifth-waa pM * * ^** * * ** * *** ** ***1* 'f 
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do n»t deny, that Chaucer has shewn his address in the tut 
and application of this practice." Divert, on the Gesta 
Rom. Hist. Eng. Poet hi. lxiv. — Mr. Walton's reasoning n 
ingenious; but I suppose that Chaucer knew the practice ob- 
served in pilgrimage*, so sarcastically noticed by bit poetical 
prcdecenour in Pierce Plowman's Vision* .- 

.' Pilgrintea and palmera plyght hem togytUer 
For to ache S. James and sayntes at Rome : 
They went forth theyr way vn/th many vyu tain, 
And bad leve to lye all hyr lyfe after, &c. 

Or Chauoer might allude to another custom, not noticed by 
Mr. Waatoo or Mr. Tyrwbitt The itinerant poets of the 
twelfth and two following centime*, who carried about the 
learning and- anlusemtn ts of the times, defrayed the expences 
of their supper and lodgings by a Tale in verse. ' These 
were not the jouglcurs, the attendants upon the troubadours 
of Provence; nut'thepoete, and inhabitants of the' northern 
parts pf France ; whose customs and tales were consequently 
sstere likely to be. communicated to the southern parts of Eng- 
Jaod. These . Talcs were recited in verse, as the Following 
OHoUtion >w81 shew. -See FaUiaux et Cootes des Pontes 
Francois des X), xti, xiii, xi», et XT Siectes, puM. par Bar- 
baxan, nohv. adit par Meoii, w>L in; Pref. p. ix, et p. 196. 

,. . A test mot Fenist cis fabliaus, 

Qhc noas avona en rime mi* 

... Pour cassttt devant nta amis. 

Wbtcbwaaov in the opinion of a learned friend, imply that 
tb&Talet ware generally made in prose by the fabUr, and put 
iltto'wrse by the niater ; at. least, that these were sometimes 
distinct person*. Hoace, my friend observes, as these stories 
We. ijclated invert*, there is another' propriety *o ben&lced 
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in Chaucer's making all his character! speak in verse, except 
the Parson; to enhance the gravity of wbote character, a 
Tale in prose might be thought more suitable. Chaucer's 
own relation, I must add, of the Tale of Mdibeua, is in 
prose; though Mr. Thomas, in his manuscript notes upon 
'Chaucer (Ed. Urr.) in the British Museum, has observed 
that this Tale seems to have been written in Hani verse. It 
is certain, .Mr. Tyrwhitt says, that in the former part of it 
we find, a number of blank verses intermixed, in a much 
greater proportion than in any of our author's other prate 
writing*. But this poetical style is not, he thinks, remark- 
able beyond the first four or five pages. 

To return from this discussion to the; practice of repeating 
a Tale for a supper. The following illustrations will be suf- 
ficient. See the Fabliaux &x. ut supr. vol. in. - Praf.-p. ix. - 

Usage est en Normandie, ' - 

Que qui hebergiez est, qu'il die -• 
Fable ou Chanson die a son oste. 
Ceste costume pas n'en oste 
Sire Jefaans li Chapelaina, 

At also in another Tale: 

Et quant a vint aprea souper, 

Si commencerent a border, - " 

Et center de lor aviaui 

Leurs aventuret, leurs fabliau*. ..... .. ! -*J 



-Chaucer might have borne in remembrance this custom; avid, 
'instead of demanding " leurs fabliaot" after strpper, iftttjlft 
usrefer the relation of them on the road. But the ttsirsf* 
fierce Plowman, I think, presents the pr otot y pe *f me 
TaUt told by thexeay. . Yet we must not overpast tb* Host's, 
Allusion, in the promise which be makes: i «'jt4J^i 
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And which of ywi that beretb him beat of eHtv 
That it to eayn, fat telletb in ton cw 
Tata of bmseatenoe and solas, 
Shal have a sogper at you* ane coat, 4c 

I will not conclude the description of our Host, without 
tpoticiqf tor office for which the pod says he «u pattkukrif 
floaJifted; that of manhfil in «n haU: specially a* it will 
enable me to artrodnce some circumstance* mkttiag to otaar 
.ancient cu st o ms, whkh, I am persuaded, mil gratify the 
mader, The mnbaU <tf &t hail was aeewtemed to plan, 
at publick festivals, every peeup accotding to hit rant It 
.w#* bia-dnty elso-to preserve peace and order. See Spenser, 
V. Q, >v..iz. 23. So the king, in Gower'a -Cun/eat. A*mtm 
Jib.,viii. «. 137. fr. edit. 1538. 

badhiiiMnlWIo/AM'toe 

To tetten hym in such degre. 
That he upon hym uivgbt ae, &c 

In elder timet we find the marshal, on toktan occasions, re* 
cerring the shields and different insignia of the nobility, and 
suspending them in halls according to the rank .of \ their oameft, 
See the very curious and interesting Memoir* of the Irish 
Bards, ftc. by Joseph Cooper Walksr, £aa> p. 24. The 
word, however, was to .coin*t$t*dv«fchseancP of gaiety, that 
Milton, we find, uses the expression of "jawateiTrf feast,'' 
P. L. ix. 37. Even »t rutiek spQ-ts, and befoee the time of 
Milton, the officer called marthal qf the field was an attend. 
Mb Xtn* SitWWtttaOe Lpnrpose to illustrate fas; atene in* 
•fettfina; Attract* from, ft pamphlet, of which the .sobjeot 
>W dsxalp engaged the attention of all the .conunentatoy 
nft )laints||isre, jbut the .contents appear not to have been 
anteesViby any. . Mr. Wuton has, in * .note en Shek- 
■ftearc'a worrictvdajstnv acntjoacd Jhe cajttoncrt .«t* thia- 
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tract, but nothing further. Mr. Donee, in bis- lite- I'lroV 
tuitions of Shakapeare, professes to hue never mn a copy/ 
Indeed the information which it exhibits, ought not, I may' 
«y would not, haye been withheld, if the book had fallen in. 
the way, or had been procured by the dih gent inquiries, of 
critieks and antiquaries. But it it of extreme rarity- Ther 
eopy, from which I make the following extract*, is amonjp 
the printed books in the Pepysian collection at Magdalen. 
College, Cambridge. It is entitled, " Old Meg of Here- 
ford- sbtre for a Mayd-Marian : and Hereford Town for a 
Mohis-daunce. Or Twelve Morris-dancers in Hereford-, 
■hire, of twelve hundred yeares old.' Load. 1609." 4to. 
bl. 1.— It is a real account of performers of this description* 
at Hereford, before the. gentry of that county. It is dedi- 
cated " To that renowned ox-leach, old Hall, Taborer 'of 
Herefordshire, and to his most invincible weather-beaten 
nuthrowne Tabor, being alreadie old. and sound, threescore 
yeares and upward." 

This musician. Hall, is described as aged 97, and the; 
other musician, who accompanied the dancers, (Squire of 
Hereford,) 108. 

Then follow the names and ages of the 4 Whifflers, or 
Manhaks qf the Jttld, as tbey are expressly denominated; 
two of whom number 108 years each, tbe third 105 years, 
and the fourth 102. 

1 After' these important personages follow the names and' 
ages of the twelve dancers; two of whom number 106 year*' 
each; two 102 years each, 'four 97 years each, one onlj/ 96,' 
die Maide-Marian< (Meg Goodwin of Erdeetand) 120, and' 
John Mando, "a very good two-band-sword man," just a 
century, with another of the same age. They were in all 
eighteen persons, whose united age* made 1837 years. A 
most extraordinary spectacle. 

" But," says tbe writer of the pamphlet' " will you know 
what fashion was observed amongst the Musitians, and what 



), g ,t,z eC b,Google • 



374 NOTES ON Til FHCXDINO EXTRACTS 

habits the Dauncers took upon them ? Here take a new of 
both. The MusitiMM, and the twelue Dauncers, bad long 
coetes of the old fashion, hie aleeues gathered at the elbowes, 
and hanging sleeues behind: the ituffe red Boffin, strip' t 
with white, girdles with white, ■lockings white, and rcdde 
me* to their shoots: the one sixe, a white Jewes cap, with, 
a Jewell, and a long red feather: the other, a scarlet Jewes 
cap, with a Jewell, and a white feather: So the Hobbi- 
hone, and to the Maid- Man-ion was attired in colours: the 
Witters had * long staves, white and red. And after the 
daunce wai ended, diuerse Courtiers that won wagers at 
[Hereford] race, took those colours, and wore them in their 
hats." Sign. B. 4. b. 

The company, before which they exhibited their skill, 
consisted of Lord Herbert of Ragland, Sir Thomas Somer- 
set, Sir Edward Swift, Sir Thomas Mjldmay, and many 
other knights and persons of distinction. For themselves and. 
their dancing they crave attention, in a metrical address, 
from those 

■ ■ ■ " servants of our mightie king. 
That came from Court one hundred mile. 
To see our race and sport this Spring, fire." 

Then, recording their saltatory powers, the writer of the 
pamphlet makes this pithy simile. Sign. C. 2. ". They 
■hewed in their dauneing and mooring vp and downe, . as if 
Mawlbome hilles, in the.verie depth of winter, when all 
their heads are covered (insteade of white woollie cappes) 
with scow, had ahooke and dannced at some earth-quake !" 

* The ssahai of their office as ManttU, 
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On the Floure and the Leafe. 

I have selected this poem, on account of its subserviency 
to the illustration of Gower as well as Cbaucer,' and because 
it exhibits the powers of the latter in descriptions of a very 
different kind from what we have been considering; I mean 
rural objects, and allegorical characters. ' 

Tbe'poem was printed, for- the first' time, by Speght, in 
his edition of 1597-8. Mr. Tyrwhitt does not think its au- 
thenticity so clear as that of Chauter'a Drenie; but he admit* 
that the subject, at least, is alluded to by Chaucer in the 
Legend* of Goode Women, ver. lSo. ( 

Bat nathelease, ne wehe nat that 1 1 make 
Inpraiting qfthe Fltrurt again i/* Left, 
No more than of the come again the she fe. 

The Legende abounds with avowals' of'Chaucer*s homage to 
the Dotty t the adoration of which is celebrated, in the 
Xhure and Leafi, by 1 the joint chorus of Knights and Ladies, 1 
answering the last line of the lady's bergeret or* pastoral song, 
Si donee ett la marguerite. From Chaucer's repeated com- 
mendations of the Daisy-flower, we must not however infer, 
according to Mr. Tyrwhitt, thai he was specially favoured 
by Margaret, countess of Pembroke. For this notion Mr." 
Tyrwhitt could find no other foundation than that of Speght,, 
who first started it j and who says that " it may appeare in di- 
vers treWises by him written, as in the Prologue of the Le- 
gend ef Good Women under the name of the Daysie; and 
likewise in a ballad beginning, In the teuton of Feverter." 
The ballad is among the additions made by J. Stowe to 
Chaucer's Works in 156 1, and, "like the greatest part of 
those additions, is of very dubiou* authority, to use the gentlest 
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terms; but supposing it genuine, there is nothing in it to 
make ui believe that it had any reference to the Countess of 
Pembroke. That its commendations of the daisy ought not 
to weigh with u* is very plain from the other piece cited by 
Mr. Speght; for The Legende cf Good Women, in which he 
imagine* the Lady Margaret to be honoured under the name 
of the Daisy, was * certainly not written nil at least twelve, 
years after that lady's death. The Countess Margaret must 
lure died not later than 1 370, as the earl's son by his second, 
wife Anne was about nineteen years of age when be was 
killed in a tournament in 1391. Holinshed, p. 411. It is 
possible that k Dit de laflear de lit ct dc la Marguerite, by 
Gvilhntme De Machaut, Acad, des Insc. L IX p. 381, awl 
the Dittie de la flour de la Murgherite by Froinart, ibid. 
t x. p. 669, (neither of which had the least relation to the 
Countess of Pembroke) might furnish us with the true key to 
those mystical complements which our poet has paid to the 
daisy-flower." Mr. Tyrwhitt'a Appendix to bis Preface. 

Speght had probably been led to make his assertion on 
conjecture; concluding that personal designation must ne- 
cessarily be intended in a word of double meaning: and.be 
perhaps congratulated himself on his ingenuity, in having. 
met with, or having heard of, what might seem to favour. 
such conjecture, a collection of poems, by Margaret ef Va-' 
loia, published under the playful title, in 1541, oi'Leaitfor- 
guerita de la Marguerite da Primeeuet. Mr. Warton has 
nastily followed Speghf I authority. ■ But the next editor of 
the History of English Poetry will not, be misled, after Mr. 
Tyrwhitt'a detection of this misapplied designation. 

The connection of the FIoutc and Ltafe with the poetry, of 
Gower is this. . A portion of the fourth book, in the Corfettiv 
Amantis, written in Gower/s most poetical manner,, presents 

• Bts Mr. Tyrwhitt'i Intnducb Disc to the Ctuuttwj 'T/ilct, far, tat, 
' saK of the Lejende, n. 3. 
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an evident imitation of this poem. This discovery belongs 
to Mr. Warton; whose statement will be read with pleasure. 
See tbe Hist Eng. Poet vol. ii.p. 26. " Rosipbele, a beautiful 
prince*, but letting lore at defiance, the daughter of Henipus 
king of Armenia, ii taught obedience to the lam of Cupid by 
seeing a vision of Ladles. 

* Whan come was the tnonthe of May, 

She wolde walke upon a day, 

And that was er the sunne angle, 

t Of women but a fewe it wiste; 

And ferth she wente prrrdy 

Unto the parke wa* fiuae by. 

All softe walkende on the gnu, 

Tyll she came J there the launde was 

Through which there ran a great rivere ; 

It thought hire fair ; and settle, here 

I will abide under the shawe ; 

And bad hire women to withdrawe: 

And ther she stood alone stilte 

To thinke what was in hir wille. 

She syh the swote floures springe. 

Sac herde gladde fowles singe, tec — 

And so began there a quarcte 

Betwene lore and hire ogbne herte, •,, '-ii 

Fro whiche she couthe noght uterte 

And as she cast hire eie aboute, -i 

She sigh, clad in one suite, a rouse 

Of ladys where thei comen ride 

Alonge under the wode side;, 

On faire amblende hors thei sete. 



• The text a corrected frow the MS. of G«rer, No.IL 
f Thttit, but ■ few <** her wotoca knew of this, 
t Tsmwiw* uw had was, 
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That were al wfiyte,. fette, «n*greU; 
. And evrrithone thei tide * on side. 
The sadels were of such a pride, 
With pole and golde so wet begone, 
So rich* syb the never none ; 
In kirtelt and in copes riche 
Thei weren clothed alle aliche. 
Departed even of why te and blew. 
With alle lustes that she knew 
Thei were embrouded over al t 
Her bodies weren long and raw). 
The beautee of her fay re face, 
Ther mai non erthly thing deface. 
Oorones on her bed thei here. 
As eche of hem a queene were ; 
That all the golde of. Cream balle 
The leste coronal! *f alle 
Ne might have boght, after the worth. 
Thus come thei rldend forth*. 
• The kjnges doughter, which this syh, 

For pure abaiahe drewe bir adryb, 
And belde Mr dose undir the bough. 

" At length abe tee* riding in the rear of thia aplendid 
- troop, on a horse lean, galled, and lame, a beautiful lad; 
in a tattered garment, her saddle mean and' much worn, but 
her bridle richly studded with gold and jewels ; and round 
her waist were more than att hundred halters. The princess 
asks the meaning of thia strange procession; and is answered 
by the lady on the lean horse, that these are spectres of ladies, 
who, when living, were obedient and faithful votaries of love. 
1 At to myself, she adds, I am now receiving my annual pe- 
nance for being a rebel to Jove," o 

• Amsrkafbifbiaak. 
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For I whilom no tore haddc ; ■ 
My bora it now so Mile md baddc. 
And al to torn is myn any ; 
Aad everie yeer ibii fi-wha May 
These luetic ladys ride aboute, ' 
And I must nedas sewlier route. 
In this manner ai ye now se. 
And truase her halters forth with me, 
And am but as her hone-knave. 

* The princess then asks her, why ahe wore the rick 
bridle, » inconsistent with the rest of her furniture, her 
<brs«, and bone? The lady' answers; that it was a badge 

md reward for having loved a. knight faithfully for the last 
fortnight of her life. 

* Now bare ye herd all mine answer*; 
To god, madam,- 1 yon betake. 
And wvneth alle, for my sake. 
Of lore that thei ben nogbt ydel. 
And bid hem thinke upon my brideL' 
And with that worde, all sodenly 
She passeth, as it were a sky. 
All clean out of the ladya light. 

" My readers will easily conjecture the change which thb 
"spectacle most naturally produce in the obdurate heart of 
the princess of Armenia.— 

*' There is further proof, tint the Plewt md Itqfc pre- 
ceded the Cotfasio Jmantu. In the eighth book, Grower's 
lovers are crowned with the Flower and Leaf. 

Myn eie I caste all aboutes 
. To knowe amonge hem who was who: 
I lib where luttie Youthe tho, 
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A* be which was a c&pitein, 

Before all other upon the plan, 

Stode with hi* route wel began : 

Her headea kempt, and therupon 

Garlandes not of one colour, 

Some of the kfe, some of the jicntrc, 

And some of grete perlea woe- 
Having; cited this obligation of Gower to the Flow* and 
Leaf?., I am led to wonder at the coldness with which Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has admitted the authenticity of Chaucer's poem. 
See p. 275. From no other writer, however, ha* thi* sus- 
picion derived a shadow of corroboration. The various pic- 
turesque occurrence*, the romantics: vein, throughout the 
poem, are surely in no respect unworthy the pen of Chaucer. 
Let us review the lively circumstances which distinguish it 
They are these. The gentlewoman's departure from her 
"house, on a May morning, to bear the nightingale; her en- 
trance into a pleasant and almost pathless grove ; her arrival 
at a very curious arbour, where, daring her repose in it, the 
»ong» of the goldfinch and the nightingale successively enter- 
tain her, and delicious odours regale her; the sweet inter- 
ruption of female voices, followed by the appearance of the 
ladies qf the Leqf advancing from the neighbouring grove ; 
the profusion of their decorations; their singing and dancing ; 
the approach of the Knight* qf the Leaf from the same grove; 
their pompous procession; their justs; and the united ado- 
ration, in song and dance, of Ladies and Knights to a lau- 
■rel-tree, the shade of which would cover an hundred persons; 
jtnd in which the nightingale sings the whole service belong- 
ing to May, To these attractive pageantries succeed the in- 
troduction of the Knight* and Ladie* qf the Flower ; their 
advancing hand in band on the wide field, proceeded by nu- 
merous Minstrels, towards a tuft of flowers; their reverence 
it the spot, exhibited in one of the Ladies singing an ode 
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. in praise of the Daisy, and the rett of the Ladies with the 

. Knight* joining in a draw ; their dance*; the interruption 
of a scorching ran, aucceeded by a pitiless storm ; the con- 
sequent deatiuction of those very flowers which they had , wor- 

. (hipped, and of thoae with which they were decorated ; their 
own inability (unlike Mow of the Leaf that stood under the 
laurel-tree) to find (belter; the dispersion of the tempest; 
the hospitality of the sager and securer party; the explana- 
tion of the principal personages; and the developement of 
the morality couched under the symbol* of the Flower. and 
the Leaf. See the argument of the poem, p. 203. So Mr. 
Warton observes, the kuf signifies perseverance and virtue ; tie 

jtower denotes indolence and pleasure. Accordingly, among 
those who are of the parry of the Leaf, are the Nine Wot- 

. thies, the Knights of Arthur's Round Table, the Twelve Peers 
of France, and the Knights of the order of the , Garter 

, then recently instituted. The procession to the tournament, 
from ver. 204. to ver. 292. is indeed described with «U me 

.prolixity and exactness of a herald; but descriptions of this 
kind abounded in the romances of Chaucer's time; at some 
of which, Mr. Warton thinks that Chaucer glances, not 
perhaps without ridicule; probably regarding them with- less 

. reverence, and reading them with less edification, than did 

. the generality of bis contemporary readers. See Hist. Eng. 
Poet. L 333. I admit this to be possible as far as it .re- 
lates to Chancers brief heraldick notices in the Man of Laves 
Tale, in the description of Cambuacan's feast, and in the 
feast of Theseus; in none of which the allusion exceeds * 
dozen lines. But he would not, I think, have troubled the 
reader and himself with more than fourscore lines, for the 
take only of satirical application. 

Dryden, we know, was so particularly pleated ttith this 
poem, both for the invention and the moral, that he could not 
hinder himself from recommending it to the reader; and Accord- 
ingly presented it to the world in a modem version. See.the 
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Pref. to his Fables. On this version « very 'sieute and ele- 
gant criticism bu be«n given by the lad biographer of Chau- 
cer. " Dryden has somewhat obscured the purpose of the 

-tale, which in tbt original it defective in perspicuity ; but he 
baa greatly heightened the enchantment of its character. He 
baa made ha personages fairies who annually boM a jubilee, 
such as is here described, on the first of May: Chancer had 
■left the specie* of the beings he employs vague and uhe*. 
plained. In a word, (be poem of Dryden, regarded merely 
aa the exhibition of a soothing and delicious luxuriance of 
fancy, may be classed with the meat successful production! of 
human genius. No man can read it without astonishment, 
perhaps hot without envy, at' the cheerful, well-barmbntted, 
and vigorous state of mind, in which ita antbor most have 
been at the time when he wrote it" Godwin, Life of Chau- 
cer, oh 44. — What lover of the English language, I may add, 
can be Otherwise than passionately grateful for the production 
of the Matoer and L««/ / ' 

"Of the homage paid to tie Daisy, already noticed, a fur- 
ther account may be thought requisite. This poetical wor- 

' whip (for from the poets the knowledge of it is gatbered) : is 
•aid to have descended to us from the French. Froisaart, 
'better known' as the minute and authentic* historian than aa a 
-cbifd of fancy, has been considered by Mr. Warton as- the 
■eathor-of it " About 1380, p says the historian of English 
aPoetfy, " in' the place of the Provencial a new species of 
poetry 'succeeded in France, consisting of Chants Royaux, 
Batades, Rondeaus, and Pastorates. This was distinguished 
by the appellation of the New Poetry ; and Froisaart culti- 
vated it with so much success, that he has been called Ha 
author. The titles of Froissart's poetical pieces will alone 
serve' to illustrate the nature of this New Poetry ! but they 
-pJove, at the same time, that the Provencial cast of compo- 
■airJoh still 'contmoed to prevail. They are. The Paradise of 
tote, A Panegyric* on the Month of May, The Temple of 
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Honour, 1% "Flower of the Daisy,' Amorous Lays, Pastorals/ 
The Atttorous Prison, Royal Ballad* in Honour of our Lady, 
The Ditty of the Amorous Spinett, Virelaies, Rondeaus, 
and die Plea of the Roie and the Violet."' Hist. Eng. Poet 
i. 465, Accordingly Mr. Warton thinks that 'the lady'* 
Song, in the Flower and Leaf, praising the Daisy, might hart 
been Froissart's. But Froiaaart, as Mr. Godwin ha*" ofc. 
served, is uot the inventor of the panegyriblc of the Daisy. 
The homage of this flower is cursorily noticed in the Court ef 
low by Chaucer, written in 1346; and the 'manuscript 
volume of Froissarr** poems in the library of the king of 
France, is expressed in the title to- consist of pieces written 
between 1362 and 1394. See Godwin'* Life of Chaucer, 
ch. 44. While the poets fancifully exaggerated the praises 
of this favoured yet humble flower, it is probable that they 
concealed under such a symbol mysteries now 1 forgotten. Its 
name cou(d not but furnish exercises of this' description ; the 
French word Marguerite, signifying either a daisy, a pearl, 
or the nasne of a woman. • •"' ,; - ■ 

■ . I shall close these remarks 'On the Vloteer and Leaf, wWi 
(he production of the principal part of a nfotV ingemoos and 
elaborate Unticikm" on a passage' to' the poem'; wHlfh'haj 
been lately printed, but not published; -by die aUmor of 
which, the learned Master of' Cains College Cambridge, I 
am permitted to introduce it here. 

" The song of the Nightingale has been long considered 
as plaintive arid melsncheJy. '■ The late Mr. 'F6x, however, 
appears to have entertained an opposite opinion ; and hat 
supported it by several arguments and authorities, in a Letter 
addressed to Mr. Grey, and" published' in the Preface to his 
History of K. James II. ' See Lord Holland's pre&ce, p.'i£ 
These argument* and authorities 1 now purpose to 'examine, but 
without attempting' to decide upon the general merits of the 
opinion which they were intended to 1 deiendr The words of the 
Letter an first given, and the remarks are subjoined. -inoV- 
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fence of my opinion about the Nightingales, I find Chaucer, 
who of all poet* teem* to have been the Jbndett qf the tinging 
bird*, call* it a MEKRY note. The pottage in Chaucer it » 
The Flower and Leaf. 

" From the foregoing observation, I should be numb in- 
clined to suspect, that the Author m not aware of the an- 
eient usage of the word merry. In the work* of Chaucer, 
and, I believe, in almost all old English poetry, it is fre- 
quently employed to express That is agreeable or pleasant, 
without having any relation to mirth. Such U plainly it* 
meaning in the following instance, Canterb. Tabs, ed. Tyr- 
whitt, ver. 14912. 

Or berbe ive growing in our yerd, that mery is. 

This instance may perhaps be sufficient to illustrate die nun 
vague and general application of the word*. 

" A much more important point in the present question 
is, to ascertain, if possible, that peculiar quality in sands, 
to which Chaucer has so frequently applied the word mery; 
and. I hope to produce, what maybe fairly considered a» 
that Poet's own authority for pronouncing this quality to be 
toeetntu. In the Manciple's Tale, after a short history of 
Pherjus, he gives the following account of his wonderful 
crow, ver. 17079. 

Now had this Phebus in his hous a crowe. 
Which in a cage he fostred many a day. 



• - Ifahe Reader stalls' la awheel of e> 
than, be miy eonjult the following puagei I EUii'i Spedroeni of adj £•• 
Elish Poetry, VoL I. p. 84- Percy"! Reliquet, VoL L Adtm Bell, L I. 
Ibid, part ]. L 133. Sir Tritfrera, p. 166. tun. 43- See she p. 8a, Mao. 
10] sad, whsti* far more iscient thta u>j of these, Kinr, Alfred'. Truul*- 
twnof Booiiui, cip-xwi, p.68- Lo, Ed. Oho. 1698; sad la tbs sjaJawJi 
Jik in. pros, ;. jvaco, EaMTdph." . 
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And taught it ipeken, ae men teche a jay. - 

Whit was this crowe, as i* a snow-whit man, ■ 

And contrefete the speche of every man 

He coude, 'whan he shulde tell a tale. 

Therwith, in all this world, no nightingale, 

Ne coude by an hundred thousand del 

Singen so wonder *merify and wel. 

" Pbebus, being afterwardu enraged withtbis. crow for tell- 
ing some unwelcome truths, thus denounces vengeance against 
nim, ver. 17241. 

And to the crowe, o false thefe, said he, 
I wol thee quite anon thy false tale. 
Thou song whilom, like any nightingale, ' 
Now shalt thou, false thefe, thy song forgon. 
And eke thy white tethers, evecich on, 
Ne never in all thy lif ne shalt thou speke; 
Thus shul men on a traitour ben awreke. 
Thou and thin ofcpring ever shal be blake, 
Ne never tuete noise shul ye make. 

"In theNonnes Preestes Tale, after deseribmg a widow's 
habitation and mode of life, Chaucer adds, ver. 14858. 

A yerd she had, enclosed all about 

With stickes, and a drie diche without, ,■'■■■ 

In which she had a cok highte Chaunteclere, 

In all the land of crowing n'as his pere. t 

His vois was meritr than the tnery orgon, 

OnmasKdaies that in the chwebes gon. '.--.. 

* ■ Mtritr that, tht nfgbihfali, atom ■ favourite ciprcMlon with Chancer, 
■u, bendd b tht fungci here quoted, it occuri also in (he Cuitcrb. Tilw, , 
vsr. iSTtV 1 
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" He then proceed* to tieanrirje the tirttie* irad accomplish- 
menta of hia amiable coworti 

Curteia the waa, discrete, and debonair*, 
And compellable, and bare lureaelf m faire, 
Sithen lie day that the was sevennight old. 
That trewelich abe hath the berte in hold 
Of CbauDteclere, loken in every lith : 
He loved hire io, that wel waa him therwith. 
Bot awicbe a joy it waa to here hem ring, 
Whan that the bright aonne gan to spring. 
In tuxete * accord: my lefe is fare in lond. 

* " It may be observed, that tbit word mart ii not tttd io- • mutual 
Mum, u equivalent to the French *curd, or the Ft l |J iJ ' amnai ; But it 
limply meuii torreipondence, similarity, or agreement; and the passage 
might be fully ud exactly rendered, corresponding, or agreeing in sweetneK. 
Thut ia the Flmr. mi *** Z<*fi r 

Where the tat in a fresh greene Wuiy tret, - 
On the further tide even right by me, 
That gave M paising ■ delicious smell. 
According to the eglentere full well. 

Wfxt, tatrdUf ti, only tuna, aanmhig to, retenbliafV «r agreeing with. 
The Mowing passage from Ariatophaitea may feihani be cnniMcred it b% 
point, Av. 660. ' 

These obtervationi hire been made to prevent the Reader from conceivinf 
ihii passage to relate only to the concord, or tirmnj of the muiick j as those 
woidt, when uKd technically, are only applied to ' certain' rilatimi or inlwr- 
<m£i, aud iKHiiinu of sounds, s and perfeet concords may iibaiet, therefore, 
between hanh and even disagreeable tuunds. Such couid not be ire applica- 
tion in thia instance; u it was obviously the Poet's .intention, aftei taxing 
described the respective accomplishment! of these enchanting tungsten, here , 
W mark "their strong r'umWa*u *n& agrimtnt 'in neeeUai of tone.) and thus. 
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" In these eiamphs, I think it is dor, tint Chaucer ' haa 
himself applied the word sviete, to characterise tboae very 
Mtmrfg, which he had just before denominated men/. Thus 
the 'white crowe, that song whilom an hundred thousand 
times more merity than the Nightingale,' » turned bbtck, 
and condemned never again to make a ' ncete noise;' and 
Cbaunteclere, whose voice waa ' metier than the may organ/ 
it immediately after represented as tinging with dame Par* 
tetste in ' twete accord.' He faai, moreover, in the follow- 
ing example, as well a* in the first passage quoted from the* 
Nonnea Preestes Tale, . plainly shewn that these tutte of 
flier* toundt are capable of lending a powerful and comgemuil 
aid to the devout, solemnity of the Church Service; andean 
therefore, by whatever other name designated, possess no 
degree of mirth, gaiety, cheerfulness, or levity. See JFvot 
Canterb. Tola, vcr. 116. 

But trewely to tellen atte last. 

He was in cbirche a noble ecclesiasL 

Wei coude be rede a lesson or a atone, 

But.aldcrbeet he jangan oftertorie: 

For wel be wute, whan that song was songe, . 

He muste precbe, and wel afile his toage. 

To winne silver, as he right wel coude; 

Tberfore he sang the merier and loudc. 

" I cannot resist the opportunity of still further supporting: 
the preceding observations, by the authority of a fragment -of 
». song preserved in a manuscript at Ely, and published isj 
Mr. Benibam's History of that place. I have produced, it 
both because it is a striking instance of the application of the 



it mulcts' with ancb iddieii, that by two worda he hi* converted all .iJiois 
complimenti, which he had lavished upon the voice of the Cock, IBM S IUbA- 
kiaadalmottea/ialEununtadau^a tfliumijtieii.'' 
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moiA merry, and because the old Monkish Latin ♦Trans- 
lation of this fragment, in which the word merit it rendered' 
by dulce, afiordi a very powerfiil confirmation of the opinion 
I ban endeavoured to maintain. I shall only add, that the 
introduction given by Mr. Bentbam seems necessary to the 
complete understanding of this quotation. Ritt, of Ely, 
p. 94. 

* T^ie Abbot of Ely, being one of the three great AbboU 
' who held the office and dignity of the King's Chancellor, 
teoh of them taking it in their course four months in the 
year ; King Canute several times took the occasion of our 
Abbofs entering on his office, which was always on the Puri- 
fication of the Virgin Mary, to keep that Feast with the usual 
solemnity at the Abby of Ely. Once it happened, in hift 
passage thither by water, with Emma his Queen, being at- 
tended by many of bis Nobles ; as they drew near to Ely, 
the King was standing up, and taking a view of the Church, 
which was directly before him ; and whilst he was musing 
upon it, he perceived a kind of harmonious sound at a great 
distance, which at first he could not tell what to make of; 
but finding it to increase as he advanced ; he listened atten- 
tively to. it, and perceived it to be the Monks in the Church, 
tinging their canonical hours. Toe King in the joy of bia 
heart broke out into a song which he made extempore on the 
occasion, calling on the Nobles that were about him to- join in 
the chorus. This Song in the English or Saxon language, as 
used at the time, was long preserved by the Ely Monks, ' for 
the sake of the Royal Author; we have only the first stanza 
handed down to us, for the introducing of which 'ancient 
fragment I have inserted the abovementioned. incident. 

* " Toe original md thia translation are worded in the Ubcr Btiituir, 
composed by Thomas, * monk of Elj, tod concluded, probably, about the 
fear 1174; ai Groffiy Ridel, who succeeded to ihis See in that year, is tbe 

I* « eirarrmpontr Bishop whom he his nit utioncd. Wbartoa's AnglU Saeri, 
Pretp.43." ■ .>. . ■ 
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OajM* r***** ** ••iweiet ItafeH etf 

8a Coot ehinj ji*h Sep Ij. 

jio»c It ante]* noeji die Ian. 

ub heji* pe ^ef fBunechcr r* D S' * 

' Of which our Author glees Us this Latin translation : 

Dolce cantavemnt Motntchi in Ely, 
Dum C&nutus Rex navigaret prope ibi. 
Nunc, miUtes, navigate propitis ad terrain, 
Et simul audiamuE Monacborum hartnoniam, &c. 

* They continued singing till they arrived at land ; and 
soon after they met the King, and conducted mm in solemn 
procession into the Church. This was probably the first 
time of the King's coming to Ely.'— 

" Before concluding this snbject, it may he proper to 
produce the passage from The Floure and the Leafe, la 
which Mr. Fox refers : 

The Nightingale with so mery a note 

Answered him, that alle the wood rong 

So sodainly, that as it were a sole 

I stood astonied ; so was I with the song 

Thorow ravished, that till 'late and long 

I ne wist in what place I was, ne where; 

And ayen, methought, she song ever by mine ere; 

If) this description, there certainly appears no trace of mirth, 

* - For the Mitt of the Reader, who may be oBttqsitauflirjthdhttM,. 



Merry hue the Monki in Elf, 
' At Kinf Cuiutc row'd theieb j. 
Raw, tnj ktifrH, At HwM atoaf, 
Let at hair (hi* hulv ■oaf,'* 
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cheerfulness, or g*itty.j. bufitbe.iAaJe seems. «anpletely in 
unison with the beautiful, se&teV arieMiltnosf solermV opening 
of tbe Eighth Book of Paraajse'EosjtV" J 1 * ' : ' "^ 

The Angel. epdepl, and in Adam's ear . ■ .. 

So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him a till, speaking, still stood fix'd to. hear. 

" Upon, the, whole, it seems -plain, that the modification 
of sound, which Chaucer meant to distinguish by .the word 
miry, was remarkable in the notes of the Nightingale, in a 
jfine voice, when singing sacred. musick, .and in the tone* of 
the organ, when employed in Divine Service. \ It must, 
therefore, possess, some property, not pnly. common to them 
all, but also striking and em meat in each; aot slight or 
occasional, but constant and character! stick. The Poet must 
qave appealed not to what may be found,, but what.j^ptr be felt. 
,N6w as vxccouxs seems exactly to fulfil all these [conditions, 
and conform to all these restrictions, lye should jnafurajly he 
induced to believe that to be the very quality intended by the 
Poet, in the various examples which have been adehfeed. In 
addition to this strong argument, of induction, wV have the 
direct authority of Chaucer himself, ana also of the 'transla- 
tion of the Ely fragment, for' using, itt some instances at 
least, mery and tvsete as synonymous,- when applied to 
sounds. '' ■..,.- i 

" I shall how leaVe-it to the taste arid judgement of others 
to determine, whether Chaucer could ever have applied the 
word merry, in its common, or any neatly allied significa- 
tion, to mark the peculiar excellence of the human i voice, 
when chanting the Divine Service. Or whether, if he had 
intended to describe the voice of his supernatural birds, as 
exquisitely merry, or duxifid, he would" ever have attempted 
to convey to the mind of his readftr, an. idea of (he perfection 
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, -*fTtWfc , l^9«litJte*,"By a- cdnipiifibri 1 wfch^tfA: notes of the 
■Ityghtingak, or the Organ."-^' 1 J,: ' "■' "'' ' '' : ' ''" '"- 

. An., additional iUustrg^jpn , jof -two may; not,, .1 t™st) -be 
■ thought superQijoiMi, ? in- support of the preceding, remarks. 
That the ,wjp$ ;weriy r wa»..,geflr^i& used, by -th.q .old ; English 
poets in the sense of pleasant and agreeabk, js ■ undqniable ; 
nor could a more pertinent instance be given than Chaucer's 
application of it to weather : That it was also applied by our 
poets, both before and after Chaucer's time, particularly to 
the nightingale, will be obvious from what follows. The 
phrase mdrier than the nightingale occurs at the beginning of 
the ancient romance of Bccis of Hampton, at least in the 
oldest and best copies, as in that preserved at Edinburgh in 
the Advocates' Library, and in that belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Stafford; from the latter of which I cite the passage : 

Lordynges lysteneft to my tale 
It is meryer Ban Be nyghtyngale. 

By which expression the author does not mean that his tale 
is calculated to excite mirth, (for indeed it is a tragicV tale,) 
but that it must interest their attention; that it consists of 
such marvellous adventures (and to hear such was the delight 
of that age) as must render it more pleasing, more attrac- 
tive, than the song of the nightingale. I now subjoin the 
later illustration from A pteasaunt playne and pythye Pathe- 
vmye leadynge to a verities and honeit lyfe, no Inane profitable 
than delectable, 4to. bl. 1. Impr. at London by Nicolas HylL 
sans date. Sign, A. 1. 

And because the sharpe colde hys malyce had done. 
The mauis endeuored her selfe, fyrst, her notes to tune; 
Next after the pleaiaunt nightingale tempered her voyce, 
Which with her mery melody euery heart doth greatly re- 
ioyce. 

•a 
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The epithet, heregjren to die Mrrf, dmn m what lb* peat 
intended in tbe aubaequent deaignation of bar *>»$. A Hmikr 
illustration of merry, in Us muiical application on aolerrra oc- 
casions, preaenfa itself in that translation of the Paahn* which 
ncrompanies tbe reat of tbe Bihle, where " tbe pUaimt harp" 
b asbatitnted for - tbe awj harp" in tbe elder translation, 
A. 81. Ter. %. 
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■ POEMS* '/•■•■*■'; 

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTEN BY 

CHAUCER 

DURING HIS. IMPRISONMENT. 



Halpe in cjede sclepe, .not fully revyved, - 
Rudely my sylfe as I lay alone, 
With troubled dremes. sore was I raevyd;' ■ - ■ ■ ■« 

* These Poems are found at the beginning of Lord Staf- 
ford's Manuscript of the Canterbury Tales, on two leaves 
before the Prologue; and'written (though not in the same, 
yet) 'in a coeval hand; as I have observed in the Introduction' 
preceding the Illustrations in this volume. I attl' here to 
strengthen my opinion, that they are the composition of 
Chaucer, by the just a- position of passages, drawn from hia 
genuine. writings, in unison with passages in these. 
. Ver. 1. Haffe t'n dede sclepe, Sec.] The opening 6f the 
Testament qf Love, might bt- compared with the beginning of 
this poem. From Chancers Dreme, I cite the following pa 1 -' 
ralkl expressions, ver. 51. ed. Urr. 
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AH wordly joy passed and overgone : 
Me semyd full sore I made my (none ; ft 

My nde, thowght, resonable wy I hadde I none ; 
Thus I lay sclomberyng a owre to my dome. 

For on thu wyse upon a night. 
As ye have herd, without in light, 
Not all loakyng, nefull on tlepe, 
About luch hour as lovirs wepe, &c. 

He had before described himself half <** *kp*> and beginning 
to drente, ver. 22, &c. The resemblance of the first line in 
the translation of. La belle Dame tani mercy, ascribed without 
foundation to Chaucer, ii also remarkable. See Chaucer'* 
Works, ed. Urr. p. 422. 

Halfe in a drone, not fully will awaked, 

The golden slept me wrapped under his wyng, &c. 

This poeaR, however, is aaid to have been translated from 
Alan Chartier not by Chaueer but by Sir Richard Rot, 
MSS. Hart ST*. Sea Mr. Tyrwbitt'a distinction of the 
genuine and supposititious Works of Chancer, and Ritaon'i 
RibJiographia, Poetics, in V. Roa, 

Ver. 4. Jil worHtyjoy p«**sf, &c] The tuwl lamen- 
tation of our poet, in hi* Ttttmm of Lout, which, tbere ia 
every reason t Q bejiere, was written in, prwon, " I ginae re- 
member on »«#wd. glad**," Test «4- Uw. p> 48 1. cot. 1. 
<' For that me comforteth to think* on, pamd glad***" ibid. 
" How am I sow cast out of all swetenet of Wlsse, and Mis. 
cheroualy stongeo by a paved jape '. " it, p. $08. oeJ. I. 

Ver,. fj. ttt-. — i reionabU vyl hVlfk ( none,] Like 

his declaration, after pouring forth hi* KHTtWi in the opening 
of the stunt work- " Thua mfletnu *S. I ndure say pe* 
nannee in this derke prisonnc*' 
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As thus 1 'lay avexed full Bore 
la euche thyitges, as of right bythc agayne nature, 
I herde a voyce seyyng, Sclepe thow no more , 
Arysc up, and wake to thy besy cure; 11 

Thy mynde, thy hert, &y body thow alure 
To suche that wyll fall nest, tbo thy mynde ; ' 
Take thy pence in thy hand, stedfaste and sure ; 
Awake, awake, of comforte full blynde. 15 

Thys voyce well I herde, and therto gave au- 
dyens ; 
I felt the entent, but I stode amased ; 
I wyate not what it ment ; for I aaw no prevent. 
Thus in pencyffenes sore was I erased, 
And as a wytles man gretely adased 20 

I gave no credence ; anon I fell in sclepe. 
Prom all kyndely wyt clene was I rased : 
So to hys wordes I toke no grete kepe. 

Ver. 10. I herde a voyce teyhtg, Sclejic tkott no more;] 
The commentators on Shakspe'are will be delighted wiih this 
poem, if it be only for the take of placing the exclamation in 
this line under that of Macbeth, 

" Metheught I heard a voice cry, Sleep no more! 
" Macbeth bath n*urder*d sleep, &o." 

I may be pardoned, I hope, for this digression. 

Ver. 11. ■ twit to thy bey cure;] This, 1 

conceive, alludes to bis employment in prison, the compost, 
tion of the Testament of Love. It is also his own phrase, ia 
the Knighte* Tale, " Theseus with ail his hey cure" 

Ver. 20. — — - at a viytkt man &c,J See the note on v#ft 
6, and compare ver. 22. 
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I .supposed yt to have been somenoxiall fantasy, 
A&fallyth in drenlM,' in partiea of-riieny'gh^ g»'' 
Which cometh of joy^ or of grevoua. malady; 
Oj-:of robuste metes whichicauaeth grett myght: ' 
Overmoche replet obsciiryth the syght - 
Of naturall «asoune, ■ and causyth idyll thowght, 
Makyth the body'hevy where hyt was lyght. 30 

So shortly to conclude ; of thyg voyce I ne 
rowght, 
And not sclepte but a lytyll whyle,. 

Y*r. 24. I tupp&ttd yt to have been tome voziall fantasy, 

Aifaiieth in drama, &c] The reasoning upon- 
dreams, which follows, is much the same, a* ■ that adopted by - 
dame Pertelote, in the tale of the Cock and the fox, related 
by the Nonne* Preest of our poet, ver. 14929. edit Tyr-, 
wbitt 

Swevenes [dream*] engendren of repletions; 

And oft of fume, and of complexions, , 

Whan humours ben to habundant in a wight — 

'Of other humours cond I telle alio, ; 

That werken many a man in slepe moch wo, &c. 

In the Prologue to (he Hotue of game the cauaea of dream* 
are thui alto investigated, ver. 21. edit Urr. 

r Or if fclltia complexion* 

Make hem drone of reflexion*— 

And then are enamerated abstinence, prison, sickness, and 
anj'odfer great diatresi, &c. ■ . « 
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Bitt thys voyce -wcD I herHe>, to m^ he fefryHe, 
Aivake, aaliaryse, ihow doit Ay sylfe begyle, • 
Atyse'from die. place where'thow artla^de r " 35 
Wyth tMt Iaw>ke;- andfiwii my^Bclep* brtyed> i' 
Marveling mochV arid saytte iB&Mrffrffe, '•; ' 

As' a man .unreasonable greteK dytimayed, '■ 
Ey, gode Lorde, what thyng may thys. be ? 

Hugely trebled, yet feythfully I belevyd : '40 
That the voyce came from the celestyall place; ■' 
Wherefore I aryse, not gretely agrevyd. 
And besawght God of hys eapecyall grace, ' 
Taat he wolde be my socowre.in this cace'; 
' Fraying as yt; followeth with hert and wyll ,* ' ' 45 
Arysyng full lyghtely my sylfe ;did Tbrase, 
Makyng my prayowre undyr thys skyll. 

O Reformer of mankynde, one, Jj, andriijj' 
Etemall Kynge, and Brynce most emperyaH,!' 



Ver. 88. At a man unresotiatle gretely dysmayed,] : In bii 
grief Chaucer thus exclaims, Ust. of L. 'pi '480." col. 1. 
" Likf; to h folenaturell am I comparifioncd." 

Ver. 40. Hugely trobled, Sic.] So, in the Testament qf 
Love, Chaucer represents himself " hugely astonied 1 ,'* p. 5 12. 

col. a. . .* .i i ■ ■ '..i i-ii'i 

Ver. 44. 1 fm aii'ttmi]-' The'caW-of hi* 

imprisonment. '■ ' ' ■ ' '''••' 

Ver. 48. Reformer qf mankynde/ one,' ij; and iijj] -■ Thi« 
is precisely the manlier; in which' Chaucer** dnafiUWl ad- 
dress is formed, at the conclusioivoFhiB'Trot'i'tMWid 1 Orexide : 
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Veray God and nan, O Blesayd Trynyte; SO 

Which, from owre mortaU enemye rode m yst ut all, 
And made* ui free, where afore we were thrall; 
Thorowgh dy vy ne eoanyle of thy godhede. 
Me to thy grace reconayle and call, 
Whome (now haste formyd to die figure of Ay 

65 



And sy th thy godhed hathe endewed me 
Wyth vertues ij or iij full resonable, 
Wyth wyt, mynde, retone, and volunte, 
And other mo full delectable ; 
Yet I confess* my sylf mewte unable 60 

Wyth any thynge to medle, that grounded ys on 
prudeus; 



O moral Gower. thu bote I d irecte 
Tptte, and to rhe philosophical! Strode, 
T« f oodiwfe, Omt aede is, for to eonvcte. 
Of your benignities and zele* gode : 
And to Ure netbfwt Chriu, that »iarfe on rode. 
With al mint bert of nwrcj ler I prate, 
And to the Lonje right thw I ipeke and wie; . 

Thpu«w. tfitpmo, mdthn, EkneoiliK, 
That raignitf tie in tkrt, and two, and one, 
Uneircwiawript, aad all maist c roim t cm*, 
From Tisible and inviiible foue 
Kafirod m ia thy mercy ewfiebe«» 
fcrnakaiu, Jam. to thy mercy digwe, 
V«r tow of n»id •■4, nutaoT Uuoe benigne. 

7 
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Of eloquence bat symple, my cunnynge is un- 
stable! 
Therefor* ha me then ys no gyete influenai 68 

But O gode Lorde, sytb I koowe hyt y» thy 

wyl, 
As I conseyve by the voyce that than Ay Ami send. 
Thy degre and comnmdement trewiy to fulfytic, 
Wyth mynde, hert, and body, scvK and emend; 
Me from all errowre kepe and-defend 68 

In this matyre, to the wtoych tliow haste wyflyd 

me, 
As thow from erthe to hevyn dydest ascend, 70 
Veray God and Man, O Blessed Trynyte. 

Chaucer'* prayer, at the close of fab Ttmtxeni <fLwf, prt- 
■enta a rcKtaUuce alao to the tot 

Ver. 6& Of eioquexx hu ymfk, n»« 
Thu* Chaucer pronounces, that " 
bin witte exiled," 'I'm. if L. p. 480. col. 1. 

Ver. 69. In thit matyrt,} For which be wm imprinoned. 
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Incepca mntorir. cw»> pro&rtetaiVw* WetiH*;- tf&* 

Aid tbytfg-ys ortfaynyd b.yfj©oddys gro^ybyon ; 
Man and beste, ayre, wedre and wyngte, 
yatfiP!arid-bnd,'with:ther dyjjposybn .;v ;-j ■:; .) I 
And ftcffp in apparem scbewyth theyre kyrnle.' ' 
The yer* is deKytkdyiasI'wtrytty-nify.ndB, .. i i\$ 
In monethes, wekesj and.seisoiuiei, iljtiu-i'"\ " 
In which wyth.xij, sygnea vij planetys ther-be. 

.trtt 
"-■Of .aJI tywee. or;, seawrinfis, wythmrfe 'compa- 
rywan, (>■* ,:ii ' .( . ... •-'■■> "■;■ ■' 
None ys found so gode, ne so precyous, 
Nc nflne so propbetable, as yg the scasoua '-■ < - 10 
Of lusty Veer ; whos carrag>e so oderous 
CWnfortyth. every creature, and maketh them c&r- 
■. i.. ,• I'll- -ragyus,- '' "' ''" 

* This poem is evidently intended as a compliment to one 
of the noble house of Vere ; and there can be no doubt that Ro- 
bert Vere, earl of Oxford, is the person complimented. He 
was the channel, through which all the favour of Richard the 
second passed to the people; and to him therefore the poet 
naturally applies in his distress. The time of Chaucer's im- 
prisonment corresponds with the period when Vere's power 
was at its height. But this has been considered in the Intro- 
duction. See also the note on ver. 1 5. 

Ver. 6. In monetlia, weket, and teasormet iij ;] Where 
the author found this written, I am unable to shew. 
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rfkvtifii&h rH fl«ln«t/lTO4makfltfi theft ^dt^v'I 
In hert and body gladde, jocounde, and mery. 
-iiril "'o :t f"-7:.-.« al-i . ;--cj tcl .'-•>■!■ '!'■') f fii U'l 
0{; Whan passyd ys all dowdy derfcnease, 15 

-A)J:-?trir?i^(S(3^oiyT6 fwreifltfddP frp sygfcto.'j fntA 
Than lusty Veer schewyth hys swetnesse ; 
Th^rwtfd^clei^thr'and^byn^te^fehryght^ oT 
The mone'fiJlJiple&pntty «yffy<h hyr; .fygtii ■;>/ 'Al 
Than Ve^BTComaimdythAj^ll^lti^y^SGhtrv^yK, 
ffhat may brynge! fortfae/ertoys and ftrtwya.i ;vJM 

,'AiUtf-oM inan buiMjiHvfiaftyr . fruyte/ bry ngy-th, 
;AU isedfJ'S'aMd cOTuysiflosn-ythinp'ospiergbteiti -.'A 
,Tbe Dygbtyijgalci^tbe thrystfocki'merdyayngytfc; 
Ail fpwlfwandljbeatysjojre^h'io thecdcgre.; .'.'95 
(Re patysytih W.1 th'yngs full tjqcounde to |je.,7 •• b * 
.Whorthanrfifs; so precyoiis, or may da more, ■ nf-T 
Than lusty Veer, whom I lykpnto a Bore'! .-. ?\H 

Ver. 15. Italian passyd ys all.cfowdy darknefse^. 

''■'' All stormy sckowrs'ferrejU&de fro syght, ■' 

• ' V -"than' 'iti&y Veer 'xhtuyik 'kU'«ieltU^f,'''wh 

Compare the Testament of Love, p. 5Ql. r c&J 1. Where 

not only the scenery is similar, but the personal allusion 

iperhaps may W' siwpected. ; " ''Oiftv^^ttbtt'ilw) -BSveW teitb. 

dots -that foule ■' clondes mahen and darfce weather* UtolRgrcte 

itnipeate* and hnge, .maketh tbe'mery (layes wiibwftt ubirtitig 

*onnes. Akoihe yere withdraw**: floures a|ifl beBble'«f 

berbesnad of.yerth. The same <7erfc makeih springes an4 

. jolyte ipiVer so Iorenovel witb painied coloured -thftti etthe 

Wn»ethas.gayaskewn,"< — I need toot say, that the lines, i* 

this peon;, fan the 1 5th. to- tbevead. of. the .Sfitb, ■..aac in 

Chaucer's n 
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To thyis Bom he ys norlykenyd 'in roftdkicte 
onely 
But in properte, for properte gyffen more fruc- 
tuous; 30 

And the Bore in that leaeoune approchyth natu- 
rally 
To hiate, and to lykynge, enforayd marvetons, 
He walketh joyyng, whettyng his tuskes; 
Thynkyng, as long as contyrrayth Teere, 
Nevyr to obey hys enernyei for fcere . 36 

He hovyth ne he wanyth foe wyndf ne Waste, 
He dredeth no' mystys, ne atororys, ne sehowya ; 
Bat standyth atyffe in tryeiith, stronge as a maste. 
And, to the lyons obeysaunce in all howrys, 
Redy wyth hys power to helpe, in all atowrys, 40 
The lyou hys lorde wher he standyth in dystfease, 
Hys natyff attendaunt on the lyoimesae, 

ThysBore may well be callyd the Bore of grace. 
Of whom prophesyes of Antiquite makyth men- 



Vcr. 39. To %* Bott, tie.] One af thd auapeften of 
the mm ef Vers, i* ,i Boar amre, anted or. Tbe poet 
alluda* fat tAia Waldick distinction «ry plainly, w, £6, 51, 
and 1\. By what achievement m eWer Vere obtained tk* 
armaria! distinction, I know no more Ann that which tbt 
poet relate*. Nar ha* tbe anecdote af Aubrey tbe grymme 
ia HatbenoMc, aneatkined by the poet at t*t. 6*. bawi fmni 
by aw cbewhaat. Aabrcy, or AtbeHcv* ma a flnountt 
Christian nunc in the family of Verc 
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Which, as hyt is sayde, wythyn sborte space 45 
Schall in grcte nede socowre the lyonne, 
And in that batell gete hym grete renoun, 
Confounde hys mortall fone, ellys were grete 

myth; 
That day shall be knowen hys permanent truth. 

In hys persons ys founde so pure verite, 50 
And standeth so clene wythowte transgresse, 
That all England may joy hys nativite ; 
Of cpntyjiewing truth he standeth pereleH, 
Hys progenie never distayned with falsenes ; 
Syth hys fyrst day he hathe contynwyd so demure 
Unto now that he is here colowred with azure. 56 

Now unto thys blew Bore honor and grace, 
Joy, laude, and praysyng, fortune, and magny- 

ficens ; ( 
Criste graunt hym of grace suche joy to purchace, 
As may be worthy unto hys reverence * 60 

For evyr in feyfull trouth. hath ben hys perma- 
nence ; 
Wherfor now of all England he hathe avauntage, 
Owte excepte the Blode Ryall, the most trewyst 
lynage. 

Betwyxt Veer and thys I put no divisioun : 
Theystandyth as one; who undyrstandyth aryght,' 

Ver. SO. In hys peraoneys founde no pure write, &c.] Al- 
luding to the motto of the Veres, Vara nil veriui. The allu- 
sion i* the. same, rer. 38, 49, 53, 61. 

Z 
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Veer wan thys blew Bore throwgh grete renoun. 
At that tyme standyng a venturous knyght, , 
Seching aventurs and provynge hys myght : 
In Hethenesse yet they sey that Aubray the 

grymme 
Benome the blew Bore his chyefe lymme. 70 

Lo ! for the proves of thys wurschippfull knyght, 
That slewe thys Bore thorowgh strengytb of chy- 

valry. 
All his auncestry ever syth, of veray dyew ryghf, , 
Beryth hym azure enarmyd with gold, depend- 

ynge by 
The vrorschyppfull armys of the olde auncestrye, 
Quarterly gules and golde, and in the chyef 

quarter 76 

A molet v poynte sylver, as I shall tell hereafter. 

Beholde nowe the manhode proves, and chy- 
valry, 
Trowth, fortune, grace, and parfyte stedfostnes, 
That evyr hath contynued in thys progenie. 80 
Lo ! wher hyt fortuned to stand in dystresse 
The kynge of Englande in the land of Hethynes, 

Ver. 81. Lo! wher it fortuned Sic.] The adventure, 
which follows, I find thus quaintly related in Morgan's ijpAwe 
oJGentty, fol. 1661. lib. 3. p. 40. The author is describing 
' the arms of the Earl of Oxford. " Quarterly Mars and Sol 
in the first, a mullet of six points Luna, borne by the Earls 
of Oxford, Urania leaving the starry firmament, to become a 
comet in the shield of Aubrey da Vox, and lighting on his 

7 
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A knyght of thys ayncestry, gouerma, of hys 

puyshaunce, 
For hys kynge thys lie dydde of hys grete afiy- 

aiince. 

Remembryng hys manhode, comfortyd with the 
Holy Goete, 96 

Consyderyng hys feyth he drede no woo ; 
At mydnyght he sembled the kyngs oorte ; 
The nyght so derke not knowyng hys foo : 
To the kynge unwyttyng that it ahokle be soo ; 
Prtyng full hertlye, he fyll to the grounde, 90 
That God wolde sende hym lyght hys enetnye to 
confounde, 

To thys prayowr 30 devoute God gave exaudi- 

cion, f 

Not wyllyng hys cristened fygure utterly to be 

lance-point; serving to portend destruction to the S»n*cen* in 
the Holy Land, and becoming a bluing |t*r to gis* light to 
the whole Christian army to pursue their victory ; whereby, 
though the day was not longer by the sun's standing still, yet 
the night became as the day. So he beareth the mullet of 
six points because radiis veniet fcruidioribus." The poet 
says, of five points. And so indeed Morgan afterwards dis- 
plays this armorial ■ bearing, lib. 4. p. 65. This muiitt, or 
falling-star, says Guillim in his Hcraldiy, is usually of 
fire points, but was aneientty of six; and such he bad seen 
in divers old rolls belonging to Sir R, St George, Claren- 
cieux. 

x2 
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Every man than knelyog devowtely sayde their 

orysoun ; 
Lorde for thy pite" have mercy on owr gylt, - 95 
Save us, or spyll us, do aa thou wilt ! 
Tbys prayowr fynysbed, ther sprange into his 

shelde 
A v poynte mollet, which lyghtnyd all hys felde. 

Thus he was inspyred with the grace of the 

Holy Goste; 
Hys enemyes were obscuryd, and voyde of all 

myght ; 100 

God comfortyd and chered hym and all hys oste, 
And endewyd thys mollet with a plentuo'us Iyght ; 
The hethen were obscuryd and hadde no syght. 
So he put hys enemyes to utter confusyoun, 
Dystressyd the felde, and gate hym grete renoun. 

O thow Roiall Bore, fullfyllyd with grace, 106 
That of suche mollet nowe hathe donacion, 
Cryste graunt the* contynewyng tyme and space, 
That the mollet may resplende over every region, 
Worthely and knyghtely as a lorde of renown. 
And for the enc'rece of thy Iyght, that hyt fell 
not derke, 111 

Vcr. 99. Thus he was intpyred &c] The mullet, says Guil- 
liin, was supposed to 'represent some divine quality bestowed 
from above, whereby men do shine in virtue, learning, and 
works of piety, like bright stars on the earth ; and these are 
siclLt dimiw c coclo, stars let down from heaven by God. 
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All England owyth to pray wyth entyer devocion, 
Man, chylde, and wyffe, both preste and clerke ! 
Amen. 

Go, lytell Balade, full rude of composicion, 
Softe and mekely no thyngeto bolde ; 115 

Pray all, that of the 1 shall have inxpexion, 
Thy derke ignoraunce that they pardon wolde; 
Sey that thow were made in a pryson colde, 
Thy makir standyng in dysese and grevaunce. 
Which cawsed hym the so symply to avaunce ! 

Ver. 1 IS. After Amen, there is written, in the margin of 
the manuscript, per Rotheiey ; whom I take to have been the 
transcriber; and who, like Chaucer's Adam Scrivener, has 
afforded room for absolute correction as well as conjectural 
emendation. 

Ver. 114. Go, fytett Balade, &c.] In the margin of this 
tnvojf, is written, Fortune befrendely ! 
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GLOSSARY. 



Explanation of the Abbreviations by which the 
Extracts from Gower and Chaucer, and other 
Illustrations in the present Work, are cited in 
the following Glossary. 



The word vcr. denotes the verse of tbe poem cited, and the 
letter p. the page referred to, in t hie 'volume 



B. Pref. 




Berthelef 8 Preface to Gower. 


Ck. F. L. 




Chaucer'* Floure and Leafe. 


CLPraL 




Chaucer's Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tale*. 


Ch. S.P. I. 
Ch. S.P. II. 
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Supposed Poem* of Chaucer, No. I, and 
No. II. 


Gow. I. 

<*>». n. 
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The Extracts from Gower, No. t, and 
No. II. 


Gow. F. P. 




Gower" 8 French Poena. 


Gow.Teifc 




Gower"* Will. 


Illiistr. 




' The Illustrations in general. 


Tb. Aniv. 


V 


, Thymic"* Animadversion*. , rM ^ 
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A, commonly called the indefinite article, is 
really, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, nothing more than a 
corruption of the Saxon adjective one or an, 
before a substantWe beginning with a conso- 
nant. It is sometimes prefixed to another ad- 
jective ; the substantive, to which both belong, 
being understood. Ch. Prol. ver. 308. m A 
Frere there was, a wanton and a mery." So, 
in ver. 163. " Afayre for the maistrie,*" where 
we- should say, a fair one. Again, ver. 189. 
" Therfore he was a prickasour, a right," that 
is, a right one; but, in Chaucer's time, such 
tautology, Mr. Tyrwhitt supposes, was not ele- 
gant. Chaucer is preceded in this usage by 
the author of Piers Plowmans Crede, edit. 1554. 
sign. B. i. b. 

— — ■ ■ a frere on a bench, 

A greet chorl and a gtym * 

That is, a grim one. 
, Abamdotse. See Hi. Anim. p. 48. • 

Able, Fr. fit, proper. Ch. Prol. vex. 165. 

Acejutained, confirmed in opinion. Ch. F. L. ver. 
568. Fr. acertener. Urry has discarded the 
old legitimate spelling, and substitutes the mo- 
dern ascertained. 

Accord, Fr. agreement. Ch. Prol. ver. 840, and 
F.L. 133'. 

Awohd, Fr. to agree. Ch. Prol ver. 83S. 
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GLOSSARY. 315 

According, agreeing. Ch. F. L. ver. 112. See 

the note, p. 886. 
Achate, Fr. purchase. Ch. Prol. ver. 573. 
Achatoor, Fr. a purchaser, a caterer. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 570. Acatours pour acheteurs, emptores. 
Lacombe Diet, du Vieux Lang. Fr. 
Acomberd, Fr. encumbered. Ch. Prol. ver. '510. 
Abased, stupified. " Ch. S. P. I. ver. 20. Dazed 
is still used, in this sense, in the North of En- 
gland. 
Adkaddr, Sax. afraid. Ch. Prol. ver. 607. . 
Adryh, probably from the Fr. adroit, promptly, 

quickly. Gow. See Jllustr. p. 278. 
Afile, Fr. to file, polish. Ch. Prol. ver. 714. 
Affyaunce, fidelity. Ch. S. P, II. ver. 84. Chau- 
cer uses, in the Romaunt of the Rose, the verb 
ajffie for to trust. 
Apyn, at last. -Gow. I. ver. 77. So, in the ro- 
mance of Emare,, ed. Ritson, Metr. Rom. vol. 
ii. 242. 

When they wer well at e*e ajync, 
Both of brede ale and wyne, 
Tney rose up, &.c. 
Agnus castus, Ch.F.L. ver. 160, &c. Theemblem 
of chastity. The ancients supposed that it pro- 
moted chastity. See Swan's Speculum Jihmdi, 
edit, 1685. ch. 6. sect. 4. 
Akktotnj or kakbtwfnb. See Th. Antra, p.' 36i 
Ale, London, See IUustr. p. 263; ■ . ■ . > 
km Soirthwart, -See IUustr. p.253u ■.. ■■ 
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Ale-stake, a stake set up before an Ale-house, by 
way of sign. Ch. Prol. ver. 669. See also 
Illustr. p. 253. Mr. Warton is mistaken in 
supposing that Chaucer intended, by this word, 
a may-pole, Hist. Eng. Poet. vol. i. 60. 

Aliche, alike. Gow. See Illustr. p. 278. 

Algbzir, a city of Spain. Ch. Prol. ver. 57. 

Alisandre, Alexandria, a city in Egypt. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 51. 

Alleb, the genitive plural of idle from the Sax. 
ealra. Ch. Prol. ver. 588, ver. 801. The 
former of these examples, Mr. Tyrwhitt ob- 
serves, hir alter, would be properly rendered 
in Latin eorum omnium. 

Ais, also. Gow. I. ver. 16. 

Amblbnde, ambling. Gow. See Illustr. p. 277. 

Ahonges, Sax. among. Ch. Prol. ver. 761. a 
trissyllable. So Gower has amongest, Conf. 
Am. lib. viii. fol. 187. b. 

, I stondfi aa one amongest all. 

Amoswb, on the morrow. Ch. Prol. ver. 824. 
So Chaucer writes morvx. In Pierce Plow- 
man's Crede, we have morwetide for morrow- 
tide, sign. A. ii. b. edit. 1554. 

Am* Sax. if. Ch. Prol. ver. 768. Often so 
used by Chaucer. 

Amelacb, a kind of knife or dagger, usually worn 
at the girdle. Ch. Prol. ver. 359. See the 
Gloss, to M. Paris in V. Anelacius. In that 
passage of M. Paris, where Pctrus de Jlivalh* 
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- is mentioned as gestans anelacium ad lumbare 
quod clericum non decebat, it may be doubted, 
says Mr. Tyrwhitt, whether the wearing of an 
anelace simply, or the wearing it at the girdle, 
was an indecent thing in the clerk. In the 
picture of Chaucer, which is inserted in some 
copies of Hoccleve's De regimtne principis, he 
is represented with a knife hanging from a but- 
ton on his breast See MSS. Harl. 4866, -Colt. 
Otfio, A. xviii, and Mr. Geo. Nicol's MS. See 
also the portrait of Chaucer from Lord Stafford's 
MS. A very ingenious antiquary has remarked, 
that the Irish skean or scion, formerly word by 
the Irish princes, answered to the English ane- 
lace, and the knights' misiricorde of the middle 
ages ; and was also worn . as an ornament. He 
notices also the anelaces. hanging to the girdles 
of the.Franklein and the five city-mechanieks, 
ver. 370;. but he adds, what indeed Is highly 
curious, tliat' the anelace which hangs froth' a 
button on the breast of Chaucer in his portrait 
given amongst the illustrious heads, cloaelyre- 
sembles the Irish skean, as delineated in No. 
Xin. of CoUect. de Reb. Hib.— Walker on the. 
Dress of the Irish, p. 29. ' 

Annoy, subst. Fr. trouble. Ch. F. L. ver. 380. 
As in the Rom. of the R. ver. 4404. ed. Urr. 

Well more nmteic is in me 

Than is in thee of this muchaunce. 

April. The month so called. Ch. Prot. ver. 1. 
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318 mommy. 

I would prefer the reading, at In some manu- 
scripts, of Jprytte, which might be pronounced 

. in three syllables. We should thus discard the 
disgusting dissyllabick pronunciation ottstumne, 

■ -which Mr. Jyrwhitt indeed is not eager to de- 

.. fend, although he has adopted it, in conformity 
to his own scansion of the verse. Or we might 
read, in three syllables, AjpcryU; which was 
not an uncommon orthography, and thus be- 
speaks its derivation. On a monumental stone 
in Wednesbury Church, C. Stafford, the word 
is thus written. " Of your Charite praye for 
the sollea of John Comberfort gentylman and 
Ann his wyffe : the whyche John departed the 
xxit day of Aperyll, in the yere of our Lord 
God mcccclix." The old poets also have AverUl, 

Aurrs, Fr. to impute to. Ch. Proi. ver. 788. 

AaisT, arose Govt. See Ittustr. p. 377. 

Abrmaob, Fr. arrear. Ch. Prol. ver. 604. 

Avawce^ Fr. to advance, to profit. Gfc. Prol. 
Ver. S46. Ch. S. P. II. ver. 

Ayakt, Fr. boast. Ch. Prol. ver. 987. Usually 
written in our old Romances acatmt. 

AvzNrvmt, Fr. adventure. Ch. Prol. ver. 846, 
Ch.F.L. ver. 460. '. 

Avbdbois, Bbn Roschd, an Arabian physician of 
the twelfth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 485. 

Avicsn, Ebn Sina, an Arabian physician of the 
tenth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 434. - 

Autbntick. See Th. Anim. p. 48. 
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Ayjkn, ayenst, Sax. again, adv. Ch. F. L. yer. 
10a, 419, 466 ; against, prep. F. L. ver. 291. 



Balled, bald. Ch. Prol. ver. 198. 

Bakgarbt, Fr. bergerette, a pastoral song, a song du 
berger, of a shepherd. Ch.F.L. ver. 348* 

Baben, Sax. bore. Ch. Prol. ver. 723. 

Babse, Fr. a stripe. Ch Prol. ver. 331. Barres 
of this kind were called cloux in French, Mr. 
Tyrwhitt says; and were an usual ornament of 
a girdle. See also Warton's Hist. Eng. Poet, 
p. 377, 426. Clavus in Latin, from which the 
French cloux is derived, seems to have signi- 
fied, Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, not only an outward 
border, but also what we call a stripe. Mont- 
feycon, t, iii. part i. c. vi. ■ A bar in heraldry, 
is a narrow stripe or fascia. 

Ba bbb, a bar of a door. Ch. Prol. ver. 559. 

BAtrpnYK, Gov>. Test. p. 88. Cloth of silk and gold 
thread. Brocade. Henry III. presented to the Ab- 
bey of St Alban's many vestments of the (tuff 
alledbaidokyn, ( not of silk merely, but a sort of 
tissue, ) one of which was called vinea from ■ the 
figure of a vine, and the other paradise from a 
figure of Adam driven out: these .were very 
rich, and the ground was - embroidered witfi 
these figures: Richard also, iha brother ef 
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Henry, gave two baldokyna. See Newcome'a 
Hist, of St, Alban's, p. 409. Eleanor Bohun> 
Duchess of Gloucester, who died in 1399, be- 
queathed a vestment, of which the ground is 
" de baukyn blue diapres des autres colours," 
to the Abbey of Walden. See Nichols's Collect. 
of Royal Wills, p. 179. Baldekinum — pannus 
omnium ditissiraus, cujus utpote stamen ex 
filis auri, subtegmen ex serico, texitur. Glosi. 
Matt. Paris, edit. Watts. See also Du Cange. 
in V. It is mentioned as part of a rich convoy 
in the ancient Romance of Merlin, P. ii. Ellis's 
Metr. Romances, vol. i. 285. The convoy is 
described 

Full of ich maner prey; 

Of venisoun, and flescb, and brede. 

Of brown ale, and win white and rede, 
■ Ofbauddritu, and purple pall, 

Of gold and silver, and cendal, 
Bauorik, a girdle or sash. Ch. Pro/, ver. 116. 
Usually a belt of leather, so called, from bau- 
droieur, the currier who prepared the skins for 
this purpose ; baudraius, Lat. Infim. So bau- 
droyer, coria polire. Lacombe, Diet, du vieux 
Lang, de France. ' This-baudrick of the Yeo- 
man, however, as Mr. ■ Strutt has observed, 
seems to have been a sash passed over the 
shoulder ; for Chaucer had before mentioned a 
belt as a part of his dress. 
BJttiTTs. CJu . ? See lUustr. p . 364. 
Bb, been. Ch, P. L. ver. 44. 
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Beguyn. See Th. Anim. p. 42. 

Bbhksht, Sax. assure. Ch. F, L. ver. 396. 

Belmahib. Ch. PtoI. ver. 57. Mr. Tyrwhitt can 
not find any country of this name in any au- 
thentick geographical writer; but observes, 
that Froissart mentions Benamarin among the 
kingdoms of Africa. In'hifl note on the pas- 
sage, he offers a reason for Supposing Belmarie 
to be a corruption of that word. 

Bun, Sax. to be. Ch. Prol. ver. 141, 167: 

'■*- are. Goto. I. ver. 90, Ch. Prol. ver. 

764, 820. 

■ been. Ch. Prol. ver.Sfil, 465. 



BENdME, took away. Ch. S. P. II. 76. From the 
Sax. benime. As in the Rom. of the Rose, ver. 
1509. Narcissus 

was for thrust in grete distresse 

OFherte, and of hit werinesse. 
That Had his breth almost lawmen. 
Bernard, a physician of Montpelier in the thir- 
teenth century. Ch. Prol. ver. 436. 
Bbsahte. See Th. Anim. p. 36. 
Besmotred, Sax. smutted.' Ch. Prol. ver. 76. 
Besy, busy. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 11, So used by 
Chaucer, C. T. ver. 2855". See" the * note, p. 

'*fr.' ■ ■; t ■ 

Bjgone, begone'. "Ch. F.L. ver. '186'.' 
BicorrV . See ThiAnim, p. &,'",. 
Kt; byt 1 , biadetti. 'dbw. Ittustr. p. 140,' Ch. 
Prol. yen 1#7, Mr, Tyrwhitt has observed, 
'"that ; 'Cnauc'er frequently abbreviates the third 

Y 
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person -singular of the present tense in this 
manner; as rit for rideth ; stant for standeth, 
Sec. Gower does the same. 

Blancmanges; a very different dish in the time of 
Chaucer, from that which is now so called. In 
the Ancient Forme of Cury, it is also written 
Btomanger. The receipt for making it notices 
rice, and capons, -and almond milk, and fried 
almonds, &c. as the component parts. See 
Pegge's Forme of Cury, &c. p. 102. 

Boistously, roughly. Ch. F. L. ver. 595. This 
adverb occurs in the Canlerb. Tales, and the 
adjective boistous repeatedly. 

Bokkler, Fr. a buckler. Ch. Prol. ver. 112. 

Boras, Ft. borax. Ch. Prol. ver. 632. 

Bordr, Sax. a table. Ch. Prol. ver. 52. The 
knight is here placed at the head of the table ; 
he hadde often begojme the horde above all 
nations. This term of chivalry, to begin the 
board, says Mr. Warton, is to be placed in the 
uppermost seat of the hall. See Anstis, Ord. 
of the Garter, i. App. p. xv. "The earl of 
Surry began the horde in presence: the earl of 
Arundel washed with him, and satt both at the 
first messe. — Began the borde at the chambers 
end ;" that is, sate at the head of that table 
which was at the end of the chamber. This 
was at Windsor, in 1519. — In a celebration of 
the feast of Christmas at Greenwich, in 1488, 
" the due of Bedeford beganne the table on 
the right side of the hall, and next untoo hym 
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was the lord Dawbcneye, &c." Leland, Coll. 
vol. iii. 237, edit. 1770. See Warton's Hist. 
Eng. Poet. vol. i. 172. 
Bote, Sax. remedy, profit Ch. Prol. ver. 426, 
Ch. F. X. ver. 83. So, in Pierce Plowman's 
Credei the disappointed Piers exclaims, (sign. 
B. iii. ed. 1554.) 

Than seide I to my aelf, here is no bolt. 
Here pride is the Pater noster, 8cc 

Braces, Pr. armour for the arm. Cli. Prol. ver. 
111. 

Brass, make ready. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 45. 

Brast, Sax. burst. Ch. F. L. ver. 490. 

Brayed, started, awaked. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 35. 
So, in the Canterbury Tales, ver. 4283. 
And with the falle out of hire slepe she braide. 

Breads, Sax. breadth. Ch. F. L. ver. 43. 

Brbnninc, burning. Sax: Ch. \F. L. ver. 408. 
" The suime-brenning," the burning of the 
sun. Brenningly is used for hotly in the Can- 
terb. Tales. See also Wicliffe's translation of 
the Bible : " The sunne shall not brenne thee 
by day, &c." 

Bret-jul, brimful. Ch. Prol. ver. 689. So Mr. 
Warton explains the word. Mr., Tyrwhitt says, 
that the sense is much more clear than the ety- 
mology. The etymology 1 confess myself at a 
loss to. illustrate ; but I can produce an example 
of the word in Piers Plowmans Grede, and in a 
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passage which is certainly a masterly painting, 
Sign. B. i, b. edit. IBM. 

v' srfrere on a liench, 

A grete ohori and a grym, gcowen aa a tonne ; 

With a face »? fat, as a fill bjeddere, 

Blowtii bretfiit of breth, and aa a begge honged. 

On botben his chekes, &c. 

BaiDDia,-Sax. brides, Ch. F. L. ver. 37. So 
thridde for third, no less frequent in our elder 
writers. 

Broche, Fr. a kind of buckle or clasp. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 160. Here intended for> a breast-pin. It 
was no' doubt a very fashionable female orna- 
ment, since we find not only the Prioress thus 
decorated with it, but the knights, also particu- 
larly intent on offering the ladies in the Court 
of Lycamedes " broche and ring," in order to 
discover Achilles, who, they concluded, would 
reject both "'broche and ring." See the an- 
cient romance of The BatteU of Troy, cited 
in this work, p. 165, 166. See also lllustr. 
p. 235. 

Bcxomnessb, obedience, humility. Ch. lllustr. 
p. 133. From buxum, yielding; frequent in 
our old writers. Sax. bocrum. 

Bobdoun, Fr. the bass, a humming noise, as Mr. 
'Tyrwhitt explains the word; referring to Du 
Cange, in V. Burdo, Ch. Prol. ver. 675. 
* Bare a- stiff burdoun/* i. e. sang the base;" 
or, as Speght's Glossary ' adds, '" a deep base" 
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Nevertheless, some may preftr, in explanation 
the burden or chorus of the song. 

By and by, exactly, distinctly. Ch. F. L. ver. 
59, 145. By and by, sigillatim, Prompt. 
Parvulomm, as cited by Mr. Tyrwhitt. Ahd, 
when he cites, from the Romaunt of the Rose, 

\ ver. 4581. " These were his wordis by and 
by," as an illustration of the meaning already 
given ; I think that he is confirmed, in his 
opinion, by a passage in A pleasaurite Pathe- 
■voaye leadynge to an honest lyfc, &c. bl. 1. 
4to. sans date, Sign. A. i. b. Where a youth 
desires counsel of an old man, who promises to 
give it, and who gives it-under regular heads : 
the young man professes himself all attention, 
and says, 
-ThL'rfore when it shall please you, «aye on by and by, 

Byhove, Sax. to advantage. Ch. Ittustr. p. 131. 
Bythb, beeth. Ch. S.P. I. ver, 9. 



a 



Cappe, LtU. A cap, or Hood. To set a man's 

cap, to make a fooi of him. Ch, Prol. ver. 

598. 
Cablb, a churl, a- hardy country fellow. Ch. 

Prol. ver. &47. Brit, carl, a miser. Angl. 

Sax. carl, masculus, rusticus. The wold is 

used by Spencer ra bom senses. 
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Cave, to talk. Ch. Prol. ver. 476. Lyndsay, 
speaking of the Scotish poets says, " Stewart 
of. Lome will carp richt curiouslie." See 
Chalmers's Lyndnay, Gloss, in V. where other 
instances of carp, in this sense, are cited. 

Cas, Fr. chaMce. Ch. Prol. ver. 846. 

Catel, Ch, Prol. ver. 542. Mr. Tyrwhitt here 
interprets the word by goods, valuable things 
of all torts; that is, as we now say, chattels. 
But perhaps the learned critick is, in this in- 
stance, mistaken. The Plowman is described 
paying his tithes, full (aire and well, both of 
his proper swink, that is, the tithes of his own 
persona] labour, and of his catel, that is, cattle. 
The poet seems to intend such distinction. 

Crlle, La!, a religious house, subordinate to some 
great abby. Ch. Prol. ver. 170. Of these 
cells some were altogether subject to their re- 
spective abbies, who appointed their officers, 
and received their revenues ; while others con- 
sisted of a stated number of monks, who had a 
prior sent them from the abby, and who paid 
an annual pension as an acknowledgement of 
their subjection; but, in other matters, acted 
' as an independent body, and received the rest 
of their revenues for their own use. These 
priories or cells were of the same order with 
the abbies on whom they depended. Sec Tan- 
ner, Pref. Not. Monast.p. xxvii. 
Cerhiall. See 2%. Anim. p. 53. 
Chantehie, an endowment for the payment of a 
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priest, to sing mass agreeably to the appoint- 
ment of the founder. Ch.Prol. ver. 512. The 
number of Chanteries and Free Chapels (for 
they are so classed together) before the Disso- 
lution of Monasteries, &c. U stated to be in 
England and Wales, as rated for the payment 
of first-fruits and tenths, 2374. See Weever*s 
Funeral Monuments, fol. edit, 1631, p. 192. 

Chepe, Cheapside in London. Ch. Prol. ver. 
756. The old distinctions of East and West 
Chepe, however, were not confined to what is 
now known merely as Cheapside. See Stow, 
Newcourt, &c. " The standarde in Chepe." 
Fabian's Chron. ii. 334. 

Cherdbinnks face, Ch. Prol. ver. 626- Mr. Tyr- 
whitt says, that H. Stephens (Apol. Herod. 1. i. 
c. xxx.) quotes the same thought from a French 
epigram : 

Nob grands docteur* au Ckembin vitage, &c. 

Chese, Sax. choose. Gow. I. ver. 61. Repeat- 
edly so used by Chaucer, and the author of the 
Vis. of P. Plowman. 

Chevachie, an expedition, Fr. Ch. Prol. ver, 
85. Mr. Warton has hastily explained it, riding, 
e&ercises of horsemanship ; and cites the Com- 
plaint of Mars and Venus, ver. 144. edit. 
Urr. Where Urry's glossary terms it riding in 
state. But Mr. Tyrwhitt, in a note, observes 
that it most properly means an expedition with 






a small party of cavalry ; but is often used ge- 
nerally for any military expedition. Holinshed 
calls it a rode. See also Du Cange in V. Che- 
valchia. Equitatio ad quara tenebaniur vas- 
salli, quando foedalis dominus pergebat in ex- 
ercitum. 

Chbvalbib, Fr. knighthood; the manners, exer- 
cises, and valiant exploits, of a knight. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 45. 

Chiujb, a youth. Ch. R L. ver. 259. Here 
used to designate the pages or henchmen, in a 
preceding line ; or, more properly speaking, 
the young esquiers of the respective knights. 
Tristram, after being dubbed Squire by Cali- 
dore, is called Child, by Spencer. Sir Trya- 
moure, in the romance of that name, is also 
repeatedly -called the Child before he was made 
a knight. 

Chiste, chest. Oow.l. ver. 34. Lat.. cista. In 
some MSS. it is written kiste. 

CmtiNATioN* See Th. Atdm. p. 43. 

Clapsbd, clasped. Ch. Prot ver. 275. 

Clebk, a man of learning. Ch. Prol. ver. 483. 

. So the Clerk of Oxenforde. 

Cons, Fr. a chest. Go-m. I. ver. S3, &c. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 300. 

Coke, Lat. a cook. Ch. Prol. ver. 381. 

Come hither, love, to me, Ch. Prol. ver. 674. 
Supposed by Mr. Tyrwhitf to be the beginning, 
or burthen, of some known song. 
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Compacb, comfas, Ft. a circle, or ring. Oh. 
F. L. ver. 163, 343. , 

Compere, Fr. an equal, a companion. Ch. Prol. 

• ver. 678. Thus Beelzebub is styled by Milton 

" the bold compeer" of Satan, P. L. B- i. 187. 

Contkiire, Fr. contrary, opposite. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 82. 

Copfe, Sax. the top of any thing. Ch- Prol. 
ver. 556. 

Cob8eb«, for courser, a war-horse. Ch. F, I* 
ver. 264. 

Cqsin, adj. allied. Ch. Prol. ver. 744. 

Coverchibjs, Fr. head-cloaths Ch. Proi. ver. 
455. 

Covine, Fr. Secret contrivances. Ch, Proi. ver. 
606. 

Codntoub, Ch. Prol. ver. 361. Though this word 
has been considered by Mr. Tyrwhitt as unin- 
telligible, some light is thrown upon the usage 
of it, I think, in the notes, IUus.tr. p. 84% 
350. A Countour, one deputed on especial 
business into other Counties besides his own. ' 

CouRTtPY, Teut. a short cloke, or gown. Ch. 
Proi. ver. 393. Mr. Tyrwhitt calls it a thort 
clok*- of coarse cloth, from the . Teutonic kort ' 
curtus, and pjje penula coactilis ex villis eras- 
sioribus. Kilian in W. Mr. Stfutt admits 
that the courtepy was certainly an upper gar- 
ment, and worn by women as well as men' in 
Chaucer's time ; but believes that it belonged 
more properly to the former than to. the latter, 
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and that, if Chaucer be correct, it was the same 

as the cote or gown. For, in the Romance of 

the Rose, what William de Lorris calls a cote, 

Chaucer has translated a courtepy, meaning in 

that place a woman's gown, 
Couthe, knew, was able. Goto. II. ver. 31. 

Ch. Prol. ver. 392. 

- known. Ch. Prol. ver. 14. 

Cobde, knew, was Ale. Ch. Prol. ver. 94, 95. 
Chaftely, skilfully. Sax. Ch. F. L. ver. 339. 

So crqftesman, in the Canterb. Tales, is a man 

of skill. 
Ceased, crazed, injured in understanding. Ch. 

S. P. I. ver. 19. 
Crisps. See Th. Anim. p. 40. 
Cbistofbe, Ch. Prol. ver. 115. See Illustr. p. 

233. 
Croppgs, Sax. the extremities of the shoots of 

vegetables. Ch. Prol. ver. 7. 
Cbdll, Sax. curled. Ch. Prol. ver. 81. 
Colposs, Fr. Shreds. Cft. Prol. ver. 681. 
Cunnyngk, subst. knowledge. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 61. 
Obbtms, Fr. courteous. Ch. Prol. ver. 99. 
Cotte, to draw. Ch. Prol. ver. 837. See the 

note, Illustr. p. 269. 



Damascene, Johannes Mesue Damascenus, an Ara- 
bian physician, in the eighth and ninth centu- 
ries. Ch. Prol. ver. 435. 
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Danger, custody. Ch. Prol. ver. 665. See the 
note, lUustr. p. '263. and the Rom. R. ver. 
1*70. ed. Urr. 

NarcitMii mi a bacbilere. 

That love had- caught in bis daungert, 

Debonaire, sweet, agreeable. Gow. II. ver. 37. 
Doux, bon, &c. Gloss. Fabliaux, &c. edit. 
Meon, vol. i. 435. • 

Deis, Ch. Prol. ver. 372. The word Deis occurs 
so frequently in our old authors, that it may be 
worth the while, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, to endea- 
vour to give a more satisfactory explanation of 
it than is to be found in the Glossaries. " I 
apprehend that it originally signified the wooden 
Jloor (D'ais, Fr. De assibus, Lat.) which was 
laid at the upper end of the hall, as we still see 
it in College-halls, &c. That part of the room 
therefore, which was floored with planks, was 
called the Dais, the rest being either the bare 
ground or at best paved with stone ; and being 
raised above the level of the other parts it was 
often called the high Dais. In royal halls there 
were more Dais than one, each of them pro- 
bably raised above the other by one or more 
steps ; and that where the King sate was called 
the highest Date. At a dinner, which Charles V. 
of France gave to the Emperour Charles IV. in 
1377, Christine de Pisan says, Hist, de Ch. V. P. 
iii. c. 33, cinq dois [dots'] avoit en la sale plains 
de Princes et de Barons, ct autres tables par- 
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tout.—- et eetoient leg deur grans doit et lea 
drecouers fata de barrieres a J'environ. 

" As the principal table was always placed 
upon a Dots, it began very soon, by a natural 
abuse of words, to be called itself a Dais, and 
people were said to ait at the Dais, instead of 
at the table upon the Dais. It was so in the 
time of M. Paris. Vit. Abb, p. 1070. Priore 
prandente ad magnam mensaai, quam Deis 
vocamua. 

" Menage, whose authority seems to have 
led later antiquaries to interpret Dais, a ca- 
nopy, has evidently confounded Deis with 
Ders. Ders and Derselet, from Dorsum, as 
be observes, meant properly the hangings at 
the back of the company, Du Cange, v. Dor- 
saje; but as the same hangings were often 
drawn over so as tQ form a kind of canopy over 
their head?, the whole was called a Ders. 
Christine, P. Hi. c.,41. Sua chascum des urois 
(the £tnpe.roqr and the £ings of France and 
Bohemia) ayoit un. ciel, diatincte l'un de 
1 'autre, de drap d'or a. flews de lis; et par- 
dessus ces trois en.avoitiuu.granl,. qui cawroit 
tout, au, long de- la, table,, et, tout dwrtene. eux 
pgndoit, et eatoit.de drap-d'cor,. This, last del, 
or canopy,, which, covered the whole length of 
the tabic, and hung dew* behind the company, 
was a. Der*- Jhif. it, was quite a different thing 
from a Deis, appear* from, what' follows : 
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A f'autw dots [delis'] auplus pr&3 (she says) 
seoit— Ie Dautphin, (and others.) Et_ sus le 
chief du Daulphm avoit un ciet, et puis im 

' autre pardessus qui toute la table con«rriie. 
.Dais here plainly means a table. The Dauphin 
sate at the second tMMx, and had a cartopy over 
his owiv head; and-- another which covert* the 
whole table. . In short, one of Meftage'a own 
citations, if properly corrected, will fully esta* 
bltsh the distinct senses of these two words. 
Ceremon. de Godefroy, p. 385. Le Roy a« 
vint mettre a table sur un haut Ders- (read 
Deis) fait et prepare* en le grand sal lie dfe-logis 
Archiepiscopal r soils- un grand Ders, le fend 
du quel, estoit ttout d'or. He has another cita* 
tioni from Martene, de Mon. Bit. 1. i. c. xii 
p. 10*. hb which he himself allows, thtrf Dot 
sium, the; same as Dais, mast signify un 
estrade, a raised floor. It appears from the 
same citation, that the assent to the Dasium 
was by more steps than, one." , 

Deuces* delicacies, dainties. GW> II. 2§. , Lajtj 
delicia. Spepscr-uses the word deliver in th» 
general sense . of pleasure, Milton emglojpi 
delicacy in Gower's sense of <telices,.P, : Lv. 

333. . ;,..'-, . 

DeliVeb, It. nimble. Ck..Prol. ver. 88, Chau- 
cer also, .uses deliver^ for pimbly. ,Mr..Tjr>j 
whitt, says, that the word-is p^inly, forjned^ 
'from. t&e. French libf,e; and that the. Italians 
use suelio, or sciolto, in the same sense. 
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Dei-ve, Sax. to dig. Ch. Prol ver. 538. " Del- 
' vers and dicbers," P. PI. Vision. 

Dkmuke, grave, steady; Ch.S.P.11. ver. 55. 

Departed, Fr. to part, separate. Ch. F. L. ver. 
193. So in Gower, Illustr. p. 278. " De- 
parted even of white and blew." 

Dei-teles, free from debt. Ch. Prol. ver. J>84. 

Dbtex, Sax. a dyer. Ch. Prol, ver. 364. 

Dike, Sax. to dig, to make ditches. Ch: Prol, 
ver. 538. See V. Delve. 

Dintes, Sax. strokes, blows. Ch. F. L. ver. 
390. 

Disease, (disese.) Fr. uneasiness, trouble. Ch. 
F. L. ver. 377. Ch. S. P. II. ver. 119. 

Dispence, Fr. expence. Ch. Prol. ver. 443. 

Dispitous, angry to excess. Ch. Prol. ver. 518. 

Do, fordone. Sax. Ch. F. L. ver. 448. As 
in the romance of Libeaus JDisconus: 

Whan be hadde do -that dede. 
To Glastingbery he yede. 

Dombb, Sax. dumb. Ch. Prol. ver. 776. 
Dome, Sax. judgement, Ch. F. L. ver. 306. 
Done, for do. Sax. Goto. B. Pref. p. 139. 
Dormant, Fr. fixed, ready. Ch. Prol. ver. 355. 

This meaning Mr. Tyrwhitt illustrates from 

Froissart, V. iii. c. 52. " Lea vaisseaux qui U 

dormotent a raricre." 
Dosrin, Fr. a dozen. Ch. Prol. ver. 580. 
DousEPERis, Fr. The twelve peers of France. 

Ch. F. L. ver. 516. Often recorded by th» 
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name in our elder writers. Robert of Glouces- 
ter, in his Chronicle, calls them dozperes. 
Spenser has adopted, from Skelton, according 
to Mr. Warton, the usage of, this word in the 
singular number, and likens Braggadocchio to 
a doughty doucepere, F. Q, iii. x. 31. 

Dbagges, Fr. drugs. Ch. Prol. ver. 438. 

Di'bbe hk knight, IllustT. p. 166. Mr. Tyrwhirt 
supposes, that this phrase is derived from the 
stroke, with a sword or otherwise ; which was 
a principal ceremony at the creation of a knight. 
It was called in French la coUe, from the Lat. 
colaphus. The word dubbe is better illustrated 
under the word adouber, in Gloss. Fabliaux, &c. 
edit, par Barbazan, nouv. <d. par Meon. which 
indeed renders Mr. Tyrwhitt's derivation of dubbe 
from the Islandick dubban, to strike, somewhat 
questionable. Adouber or adoubtr, then, i* thus 
explained. " Habiller, equiper, armcr, gamir, 
arranger, faire un Chevalier, le. revfiter et 
l'armer des vfitemens et armes de la Chevalerie: 
du mot Latin adaptare, qui a ces significations, 

. et non pas d'adoptare, adopter, comme le pre> 
tend M. Du Cange. Dans le Roman d'Auberi, 
on lit : 

Mult *e haHerent pour lor maurancmif, 

Raoul Yudoulx qui atoit scs imii; 

Premiers li chance *e§ csperoni mama, 

Et puii li a le bronc ou costel mil, 

Em col le fieri, si con il ot apris. . f 
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EeCLBUACT, an ecclesiastical person. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 710. 

Ellis, else. Gov): I. ver. &7. Ch. Prol. ver. 
377. 

Burr, St. Ch. Prol. ver: 120. See llhutr. p. 
334. 

EMteDvDBB, Fp. embroidered. Ch. Prol. ver. 89, 
a»d\P. L. ver. S3t>. Prom the French broder, 
originally (Mr. Tyrwhitt says) border. 

Bmumtb, armed: Ch. S. .P. H. 74. A term of 
heraldry, signifying that the horns, hoofs, beak, 
or talons, Ac. of any beast or bird of prey 
(being their weapons) art of a different colour 
from those of their bodies. See also the note, 
£.104, 

Etrraes, Fh See the note. Cow. Pr. P. p: 185. 

BMrrtrab,' Ft. stored' wihYwine. Ch. ProL ver. 
3*4, Here the printed copies, before Mr. 
Tyrwhrttlj edin'onl road vletidid, which Mr. 
-Wartoh explains .by vianckd. Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
. however, having; found emyned in two MSS. 
justly preferred this reading, . which is also con- 
firmed by. other MS&i Gotgrave, as Mr. Tyr- 
whitt has observed/ ghees' eftwW nv the? same 
sense, Ft. Drcf; 

Ei, adv. Sai. before. Ch. H L. ver: 2rj, &c. 

Em, Fr. to plough. Ch. Prol. ver° 888. 

Emjche, early. Gov). I. ver. 41. 
'7 
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Baos, See Th. Anim. p. SO, &c 

Etsx, first. Ch. Prol. ver. 778. Superlative 
.from the Sax. er. 

Sean, Er. acovmtnodated. Cfe. J¥#. ver. 39. 
" Wei eaed," Afea, ai«4*. The later French 
usage of aise singular, rand aises -plural, un- 
aeaetfted, is 'in Mr. Tyrwhm's opinion * cor- 
rup&on, • 

Ebtjublicb, stately. Oft. Prof. ver. 140, 

EvtBKH, jvmiCimw, Sex. every one of many. 
Gfc. Prol. ver.,378, m»d J. L. wer. 151. 

Euw^iAwe, Fr. ^exemplary. Ch. F. L. wer. 60S. 

Eybn, Sax. eyes. Ch. Prol. ver. U& ,801. 



Falding, Cfc. Pro/, ver. 393. According to Skin- 
ner, who, derives the word from the Angl.-Sax. 
feaidt (plica,) a kind of coOnst cloth. How- 
ever that may be, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, Helraoldus 
<speaks of indumenta lanea, probably coarse 
enough, quae mis appellamtw Fatdonee, Chron. 
Slav. 1. i. c. i. Fallin in 'Irish, according to 
Llhuyd, signifies a mantle. Giraldiw Cam- 
brensis, as Mr. Tyrwhitt and Mr. Walker have 
.shewn, describes the Irish clothed in phalin^ia 
lands: " Phalingis .laneis quoque -paiUorum 
Vice utuQtur, seu braccis caligatis seu caligis 
braccatis, et his 'plerumque colore fucatis." 
Topog. Hib. dist. 3. c.10. From the Promp- 
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torium Parvulorum Mi-. Tyrwhitt alio cites Fah 
dyng cloth, which is there rendered amphi- 
balus, birrus; and Row cloth, as faldyng and 
other like, which is rendered endromis and also 
amphibulns. See Du Cange in V. Amphibalut. 

Fantast, Ft. fancy. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 24. 

Famed, stuffed, filled. Ch, Prol. ver. 333. From 
the French farcir. This was formerly a very 
common word in cookery, and is now changed 
into forced; and we say forced-meat, instead 
of farced. The substantive farsure was also 
used for stuffing. See Pegge's Gloss. Forme 
ofCury, p. 134, 136. 

Faste, faced, i. e. carried a false appearance, an 
appearance of ignorance. Gow, I. ver. 16. 

Faybb, Sax. fair. Ch. Prol. ver. 20*, 23*. 

■ - ■ - fairly, gracefully. Ch. Prol. ver. 94, 
275. 

Fkine, Fr. to feign. Ch. Prol. ver. 738. 

Feint-ise, dissimulation. Ch. F. L. ver. 549. So, 
in the translation of Alain Chartier's La Belle 
Dame sans mercy, ver. 387. " a mouth with- 
out feintise." Fr. And in P. PI. Crede, edit. 
1554. Sign. B. i. b. 

And we ben founded fullkhe, without fdntitc. 

Fblawship, Sax. company. Ch. Prol. ver. 476. 

Felk, Sax. many. Ch. F. L. ver. 5. So, in P. 
PI. Crede, Sign. B. i. edit. 1554. 

— I dorei ful itronge, ■ 

Ferraerye, and Jraitur, with/rie mo homes. 
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Again, Sign. C. i. b. "felt wise," i. e. many 
ways. 

Fere, viz. in fere, together. Ch. F. L. ver. 71, 
351, 369. 

Febmb, Fr. a farm. Ck. Prol. ver. 253: 

Fermentation. See Th. Anim. p. 37. 

Feu* Sax. further. Ch. Prol. ver. 48. The 
comparative of fer, far. Repeatedly used by 
Chaucer. Ferrer, Mr. Tyrwhirt observes, is 
used at length by Peter of'Langtoft. So, I may 
add, in P. PL Crede, Sign. B. i. edit. 1554. 

Then walkede I/errer, and went al ab'oviten. 

But the romance of Yisaine and Gawin sup- 
ports Chaucer, ver. 435. , ._, 

And I durst folow him. no/trr. 

Ferrbst, furthest. Ch. Prol,. yen ,496., • 

Fbrthisg, Sax. a , farthing ; . any very small thing. 
No ferthftig — of grew. Not tie. smallest spot 
of grease. Ch. Prol. ver. 134. : . • „ 

Fetjse, well made, neat. Ch, P : rol. ver. 157. 

Fetisely, neatly, properly- iCft. prol. ver.. 124. 

Fettb, fetched. Ch. Prol. ver; 82.1, ; , :. 

Fidel, Sax. a fiddle. Ch. iVo/.. ye*. #9a . : See 
also thelUustr. p. 242. , .....-, .- 

Finch; Sax. a small bird. To putt affoch. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 654.. This was a : jtrp,verbial ex- 
pression, : signifying, Mr. Tyrwliitt eaya. To 
strip a mart, byfrmtd, of his, money, &c, See 
Rom. of R. ver. 5983. ■* 

- ..' > z.2 . 
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If I tiff fript * rkbo mm, 
I thall m pulle him, if I can. 
That he ihall in a fewe ■toundc* 
Lew all his market and hw poundei. — 
Out maiden* shall eke pluckt him to. 
That hinviuull aeden/rtAw* mo, — 
See also ver . 6820. 

Withoute icajding they hem pulle. 

Flobenck. See Th. Anim. p. Si. 

Floyting, playing oh the flute. Ch. Prol. ver. 
91. The instrument is called, as Mr. Tyrwhitt 
observes, zjloitc, in Chaucer's House of Tame, 
B. Hi. 133. the first syllable, Mr. Tyrwhitt 
adds, for a time retained the broad sound of its 
original : See Du Cange, V. Tlauta, and Ki- 
lian, V. Fluyte. In some copies fiogHng is 
changed tojidtffting. 

FttLws, Sax. to follow. Ck, Prol. vef. 530. 

VoUbx, Sax. to try. Got*. B. Pref. p. 141. So 
used by Chaucer, Cantcvb. Tales, ver. 4767, 
9284. ed. Tyrwhitt. 
Fob, : Sax. Conj., ifuia, Lat. pour oe que, Fr. 
Because that. *br that him luste to ride so. 
Ch. Prol. Wr. 103. 
Fob, Sax. Prep, pro, Lat. four, Fr. It is often 
prefixed to verbs in the infinitive mood, in the. 
French manfier. JFbXo'feHew, pburdire. G/». 
Pro/, ver. 78. .Fflr to tfwt, poor iaire. 78. 
jRjt (o tan -ftWt, pour avoir 6i& 764, 
Forage. See 7%. ^miwj. p. 44. 
Fobptnxd, Sax. wasted away. Ch. Prol. ver. 205. 
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Forshkonmb, quite shrunk. Ch. F. L. ver. 488, 
For, in composition, being intensive of the 
signification of the word to which it it joined. 

Forsteh, Fr. a forester. Ch. Prol. veF. 117', 
Written foster*, in his translation of the Rpra, 
of the Rose, ver. 6329. And so used by Spen- 
ser, F. Q. iii. i. 1& 

Fobthy, therefore. Goto. I. ver. 113. As in 
Chaucer, C.T. ver. 1843. 

And forthy I you pul in tbU degree, 
That eche of you shall hare hi* destmee. 

Fortune, Pr. to make fortunate. Gfe. Prol, ver. 
419. 

Fokwokd, Sax. (foreword,) a promise, or cov»> 
naot. Ch. Prol ver. 831, 850, 854. Mr. 
Tyrwhitt proposes also " made forword" in- 
stead of "forward," Prol. ver. 33. Which 
Ritson adopts, English Antholog. iii. 3. But 
MSS. of good note read forward, 

Fan-MANTEL, Ch. Prol. ver. 474. A, species of 
petticoat, such as is used to this day by market- 
women, when they ride on horseback, to keep 
their gowns clean. Mr. Strutt supposes it, 
even in the poet's time, to have been a vulgar 
habit ; because the Prioress, riding in the same 
company, with the Wife of Bath, had a spruce 
Qlook, which answered the same purpose. Ser 
The Habits of the People of Eng. vol. ii. p. 
377. Mr. Strutt's explanation of the cloak an- 
swering the same purpose, is questionable ; it 
7 
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is more probable, as he observes in a note, 

that the fate-mantel, being a lay-habit, was 

forbidden to the religious. 
Fothkh, Sax. a carriage-load, an inde6nite large 

quantity. Ch. Prol. ver. 533. " Sixtija. 

fothra," sixty loads, Sax. Chron. In the 

North of England fodder is thus used, and in 

Scotland fvtker. See Chalmers's Gloss, to Sir 

David Lyndfcay's Poetical Works. 
Fbankelmn. See the notes, Illmtr. p. 347, 248. 
Feb, Sax. willing, unconstrained. Ch. Prol. ver. 

854. 
Fredom, Sax. frankness. Ch. Prol. ver. 46. 
Fbehe, Fr. a friar. Ch. Prol. ver. 908. 
Fbet, Fr. a band. Ch.F. L. ver. 153. So, in the 

Legende of Good Women, ver. 315. ed, Urr. 

She was clad in roiall faabite grene, 

& fret of golds she had next her here. 
And upon that a white coroune the here. 

These frets are probably the adories bandes 
noticed by Will, de Lorris in his account of the 
costly head-dresses of the ladies, Rom, de la 
Rose. 



G. 



Galice, a province of Spain. Ch. Prol. ver. 468. 
The famous shrine of St. James at Compostetta 
was in Galicia. 
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Galincale, sweet cyperus. Ch. Prat. ver. 383. 
See the note, Illustr. p. 352. 

Gallien, Galen. Ch. Prol. ver. 433. 

Gatisden, John de Gatesden or Gaddesden, author 
of a medical work, entitled Rosa Anglicana, 
in the fourteenth century. Ch.'Prol, ver. 436. 
Freind, In his History of Medicine, speaks with 
the utmost contempt of this physician. 

Gat-tothbd, Ch. Prol. ver. 470. This is placed 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt among words in Chaucer 
not understood. I think the meaning clear and 
pointed, when we consider the disposition of 

• the person to whom the word is applied. Gat- 
toothed, or goat-toothed, explains itself; gap- 
toothedi which some commentators have pro- 
posed as its substitute, gives no trait of cha- 
racter. I need scarcely add, that gat or gate 
is used, by our elder writers, for goat. 

Gauded, (all with grene,) having the gawdies 
green. Ch. Prol. ver. 159. Some, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt observes, were of silver gilt : Monast. torn. 
iii. p. 174. Tria paria precularium del Corall 
cum le gaudeys argenti deaurata. So, in Gower, 
Conf. Amant. fol. 190. 

A pair of bedes blaeke as sable 

She toke, and hynge my necke about ; 

Upon the gaudes all without. 

Was wyte of gold, pur repwer. 

Philippa, countess of March, who died in 1381, 
(I must add,) makes the following bequest in 
her will. " It'm un pair des ances les gaudes 
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des croices rouges enamaylez, &c." Nichols's 
Royal Wills, p. 100. These gawdies, or trinkets, 
are thus noticed also in the will of Eleanor de 
Bohun, duchess of Gloucester, who died in 
1399. " Item, jeo. devise a madame et mere 
la Countesse d'Erford, un paire de pater nostres 
de corall de cynquauiit graunts ove v gaudes 
d'or en manere des longets, &c." 

Gere, Sax. all sorts of instruments; as of cookery. 
Ch. Prol. ver. 354. 

Geklond, Fr. a garland. Ch. Prol. ver. 668. 

Gebnaoe, Granada. Ch. Prol ver. 56. 

Get, Fr. geste, fashion. Ch. Prol. ver. -664. 
Here the new get, Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, is 
the new fashion. Gettc, otjett, for the Ma- 
nuscripts differ, is used in the suae sense by 
Hoccleve, De Regim. Princip. MS. BodL 1504, 
1786. 

Also thet is anether ncate get*, 
All foule waste of cloth and 



Gipcekie, Fr. a pouch or parse. Ch. Prot. ver 
359. See also the.note, lUustr. p. 347- 

Gipon, Fr. a short cassock. Ch. Prol ver. 75. 
As a military habit, Strutt denominates it also 
a gambe&on. See Habits of the People of Eng- 
land, vol. ii. p. 174. The ganibeion is after- 
wards called the pourpoint, which was first in- 
troduced by military men, and worn by them 

. under their armour ; but, in process of time, the 
pourpoints were faced with rich materials, and 
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ornamented with embroidery; and then they 
were used without the armour. So the knight 
here appears in a gipon, or pourpoint, of fus- 
tian, stained by his armour. Ibid. p. 350. Be- 
fore Chaucer's time, the word was written 
jupoun. 

Gihlhs, Sax. Young persons, either male or fe- 
male. Ch. Prol. ver. 666. See Mr. Tyr- 
whitt's note, Illustr. p. 363. 

Glad, Sax. pleasant. Ch. F. L. ver. 85. " A 
glad light grene." 

Gnarrb, Sax. a hard knot in a tree. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 551. 

Gnopp*, a miser. This is another of the words 
and phrases in Chaucer, which Mr. Tyrwhitt 
pronounces not understood. But see the ex- 
planation of it, in the notes, Illustr. p. 360. 

Gobbet, Fr. a morsel. Ch.Prol. ver. 698. 

Goleabdeis. Ch. Prol. ver. 563. See the note, 
Illustr. p. 357. In P. Plowmans Vision, this 
character is exhibited with "a distinction, which 
has escaped the notice of Mr. Tyrwhitt See 
die Poem, fol. Hi. 
Than greued hym a Goleardeig, a gloton qfwordu, 
And to tin angell on hygh answered after, lie 

Compare also P. Plowmans Crede, Sign. C. i. b. 
Trow ye that gleym of that gest, that Goliat is yeald-— 

Gramercy, Fr. great thanks. Ch. F. L. ver. 463. 
Written at length grand mercy in the Canter- 
bury Tales. 
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Gkesej Fr. grease. Ch. Prol. ver. 135. 
Gbeves, Sax. groves. Ch. F. L. ver. 367. As 
in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 1407. Phebus 

■ with hii stremes drieth in the greet* 
The silver dropes, hanging on the 'eves. 

Gms, Fr. a species of fur. Ch. Prol. ver. 194. 
It is not clear, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, of what spe- 
cies of fur the gris was, only that it was one of 
the better sorts. See Du Cange in V. Griseum. 

Gkutcbed, grudged, discontented. Gow. I. ver. 
48. Dr- Johnson cites two instances, from 
Tusser and Ben Jonson, of this word, which he 
pronounces corrupted for the sake of the 
rhyme. The learned lexicographer was not 
aware that the word had been employed by 
Gower, and by Chaucer ; the latter of whom 
writes it gruche or groche. 



H. 

Habirgeon, Fr. a diminutive of hauberg, a coat 

of mail. Ch. Prol. ver. 76. 
Hali, an Arabian Physician. Ch. Prol. ver. 433. 
Hapfe, to happen. Ch. Prol. ver. 587. 
Hardily, (hardely,) Sax. certainly. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 234. So, in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 
7901, 

And therfore wolde I do you obeyiance, 
A* far a* reaon aiketh hardely. 
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Hablot. Ch. Prol. ver. 649. See Th. Anim. 
p. 79. And the notes, lllustr. p. 261. Mr. 
Home Tookc has distinguished, in a variety of 
instances, this application of harlot to men, 
merely as persons receiving wages on hire. 
Eti« nrtfotrra, vol. U. p. 150. The instance, 
from the SompnouresTale, is very pointed : 

A sturdy harlot went hem ay behynde. 
That was her hostei man, and bare a aacke. 

Hahlotkiss, ribaldries. Ch. Prol. ver. 563. 

Haunt, Fr. custom, practice. Ch. Prol. ver. 
449. 

Hbgge, Sax. hedge. Ch. F.'L. ver. 54, 403. 
So, in our old romances, bregge for bridge ; 
and still in -the Northern parts of England 
brig. 

Hem, them, passim. 

Hbnchmbn, pages. Ch. F. L. ver. 252. This 
word continued to be used in this sense to the 
time of Milton. See his MS. Trin. Coll. Cambr. 
Ode at a Solemn Mustek, ver. 12. 'Where the 
Cherubim are called first " sweet-winged 
squires" then " Heaven's henshmen." 

Hemg, Sax. hung. Ch. Prol. ver. 360, 678. 

Hbnt, Sax. took hold of. Ch. Prol. ver. 700.' 

Hbb, or eih, Sax. their, passim. 

Hkbbxr, Sax. an arbour. Ch, F. L. ver. 49. In 
P. Plowmans Crede, among the conventual 
luxuries, are reckoned " Orcheyardes and er- 
beres," Sign. A. iiii. b. 
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Hbubebwi, Sax. an inn a lodging. Ck, PraL v«r. 
767. See the note Illustr. p. 290. In ver. 
405, it rather means, Mr. Tyrwbjtt thinks, a 
harbour. 

Hkkdj eiehdb. Sax. a keeper. Ch. Prol. ver. 
606. 

Hsrb, Sax. hair. Ch. Prol. ver. 677. 

Hebonbh. See Th.Jnim. p. 45. 

Hlthenessk, Sax. country of heathens. Ch. Prol, 
ver. 49. 

Heve, Sax. to heave, to raise. Ch. Prol. ver. 
552. 

Hie, highe, Sax. high. In high and low. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 819. In or de alto et basso. Barb. 
Lat. Haut et bos. Fr. These, Mr. Tyrwhitt 
remarks, were expressions of entire submission 
on one side, and sovereignty on the other. 

Hike, Sax. a servant in husbandry ; a bind. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 605. 

Hikdesest, the superlative of hind, Sax. hind- 
most. Ch. Prol. ver. 624. 

Hippocras, Hippocrates. 433. See the note, Il- 
lustr- p. 255. . 

Hike, Sax. herself, of her. passim.' 

Honest, Fr. means generally, according to the 
French usage, creditable, honourable. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 245. 

Hobse-knave, a groom. Gois. Illustr. p. 279. • 
See V. knave. 

HosxpxaiE, Fr. an inn or lodging-house. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 23. 



),g,t,z eC b,Google 



QLostAJtr. 34* 

Hovyth, stands -still, stays. . Ch. S. f. U. ' ver. 
36. As in P. Plowmane Vision, fol. iiii. 

Yet hotted there an hmwired in bowMi [gowau] of wfttu 
SergaauntB, Jt iMuenuxl, that acnwn at the barfe, Ire. 
Hugh or Lincoln. See 7%. Aram. p. 65. 
Hyppb. See 7%. ^nft* p. 45. 



I. 



Janglyng, Sax. babbling. Goto. B, Pref. p. 

140, 
Ileb, Sax. same. Ch. Prol. ver. 64. 
Julian, Ch. JVok ver. 344. See the note, II- 

htstr. p. S50. . 



Kbnsl-mk. See Th. Atttm. p. 66. 

Kmn, strong. Oh. (F. £.* ver. #71. 

Ksav*, Sax. properly a boy or man-child ; sonte- 
times, a servant. Gove. JUntir, p. 879. **And 
am but har AaPK-Atoave," i- «. their groom, 
the attendant on their -.horses. So 'Chancer, 
. GunttfeYatea, ver.?2&0. 

"Wiffi foottiiftn, : botbe yernen asid eke inawi. 
ft W^hitthicle of England, printed by Julian 
'Notary, it 11 Is Used for a manservant. "-And 
whan the Scottes knows saw the scomfiture, 
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and the Scottes fall fasteto the- ground*, they 

preckyd faste their maystcrs horse with the 

. sporis to kepe them from peryl, &c." See 

Lewis's Hist, of Transl. of the Bible, p. 66. 
Knobbss, Sax. excrescencies in the shape of buds 
or buttons. Ch. Prol. ver. 635. 



L. 



Lads, for laden. Ch. P. L. ver. 305. 

Us, Fr. a lace. Ch. Prol. ver. 394. 

Laton, Fr. a kind of copper or mixed metal. Ch. 
Prol. yer. 701. The Black Prince directs, 

. concerning his monument, in his Will, " qe 
entour la ditte tombe soient dusze escuchons de 
laton, chacun de la largesse d'un pie, dont 
Ies syx seront de noz armez entiers, et les au- 
tres six des plumes d'ostruce, et qe sur chacun 
escuchon soit escript, c'est assaveir, sur cellez 
de noz armez et sur les autres des plumes 
d'ostruce, houmont. Et paramont la tombe 
soit fait on tablement de laton suzorrez de 
largesse a longure de meisrne la tombe, &c." 
Nichols's Royal Wills, p, 67. The' shields of 
laton, or copper gilt, remain to this day on the 
tomb of this renowned, warciour in Cantorbury 
Cathedral ; but the mptto on then*, is, not, a» 
directed in the Will, houpwnt ; but Ifh.dien. 
' In our old Church-Inventories a croqs of Igtpn 
frequently occurs. . .. ,. ' ( . . ( i.. 

L'aurer, la.dby, Fr. laurel. Ch. F. L. ver. 109. 
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Liche, physician, Gow. II. ver. 40. So used by" 
Chaucer, as is the verb leche, to heal; and 
leche-craft, the skill of the physician. 

Lens, Sax. lean. Ch. Prol. ver. 289. 

Lebe, Sax. to learn. Ch. F. L. ver. 339, 

Lerbd, learned. Ch. Prol. ver. 577. 

Lest, list, lust. Sax. pleasure. Ch. Prol ver. 
132, 198, 

Lest, liste, luste, Sax. to please. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
says, it is generally used as an impersonal verb, 
in the third person only, for it pleaseth or it 
pleased. As in Ch. Prol: ver. 102. " Him 
luste to ride so," i, e. it pleased him &c. 
Again, ver. 762. "Well to drinke us teste,'* 
i. e. it pleased us well &c. And ver. 830. 
" If you lest," i. e. if it please you. — I differ 
from Mr. Tyrwhitt, in respect to the last in- 
stance. Lest is there the regular verb, agree- 
ing with the second person ,- " if you lest," that 
is, if you choose, if you like ; from the Sax. 
lyyean, cupere, to desire or wish. So likewise, 
with the third person, Sec. Nonnes Tale, ed. 
Urr.ver.282. 

O f the miracles of these crouhis t wey 
1 Saint Ambrose in his preface luts to sey : - ,1 

Where Mr. Tyrwhitt, however, reads Usf. 
Lete, for let; Sax. leave, or omit. Ch". P. *L. 

ver. 215. • ' '' ' '" ; 

Leteowe; Lithuania. Ch. Prol. Ver. 5*; ,a $ee 

also Ittustr. p. 228; ■' ' ■ " " ' '' ■**' * 

Lrtvabu, Fr. an electuary. Ch. Prol, ver. 428. 
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Levkr, move agreeable or preferable. Goto. 1. 
ver. 66. The comparative of iefe, or Uefe. 
Sax. Gower and Chaucer use the word wry 
. often. 

Licencut, Lat. Ch. Proi. ver. 230, Mr. Tyr- 
whitt thinks, that this word seems to signify 
that the friar was licensed by 'the Pope to hear 
confessions, &c. in all places, independently 
of the local ordinaries. Compare Rom. ef the 
Rose, ver. 6361—6370. edit. Urr. 

Lich, like. Gow. I. ver. 25. 

Limetouh, a begging friar. Ch. PtoI. S09, &c. 
See the notes, Illustr. p. -339, 340. 

Lite, Sax. little. Ch, F. L. ver. 205. 

Lombard, a native of Lombardy. G&w. II. 31. 
The Forme of Cury, or Roll of Ancient Cook- 
ery, compiled in Gower's time, presents us 
with a delicious article ycleped Leche Lum- 
bard; so called, says the ..annotator, from the 
country. The article is certainly of an Epi- 
curean character. This illustrates Gowericailu- 
sion. See Pegge's Forme &f Cury, &c. p. 36.. 
Lumbard mustard is another coquinary and 
topographical article in the same volume. 

Lord, Sax. a title «f honour, .given to Monks, 
as well as to other persons > of jupenour nnk. 
Ch* Prol. ver. 172. In ver, 830, lardes'^ 
used in the sense of Lordings. 

LosDiNp, Sirs, Masters. Ch. Pral. ver. 3£o\ 
790. A diminutive of JUtrds;, the iHujd ad- 
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dress, with which the writers of our old romances- 
commenced their tales. ..V .' * 

Love-days. See the note on Ch. Prol. ver. 260. 
■ IUustr. p. 341. So, as Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, 
in Chaucer's Test, of Love, lib. vi. p. 319. ed. 
Urr. " Maked I not a Love-day betwene God 
and mankynde, and chese a mayde to be nom- 
pere, to put the quarell at ende ?■" And*i I 
may add, in P. PI. Vision, fol. sly. b. 

And lead forth a lave daye 

Religion is called " a leader of lovedayes" in 
the same poem. See Illustr. ut supr, ■ 

Ltfcs, Lai . the fish called 3 pike. Ch. Prol. ver. 352. 

Lysis, far lists, colours. Gow. Illustr. p. 278, 



M. 



Maibknheds, the state of maidenhood. Ch. F: X. 
ver. 478. 

Maistrie/ Fr. for the maistrie. Ch. Prol, ver. 
16b. -Eminent, masterly, above all other?. 
Mr. Tyrwhitt considers this phrase as adopted 
from the application of pour la maistrie, in old 
French, to such medicines as we usually call 
sovereign. Robert of Gloucester precedes Chau- 
cer, however, in the more general acceptation 
of the phrase, as Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed : 
" An stede he gan prikie wel vor the maistrie," 
p. 653.' So Hoccleve, De Reg. Princ, MS. 
Prowde, nyce, riotous/or the mayttiyc. 
A A 
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MtfcwoectH, ft foul meutK, an evil tongue. Gh. 
F. L. ver. 580. Thus, in tbe translation of 
Akin Chirtier's La Belle Dame sans mercy, vet-. 
741. cd. Urr. 

Iftaidxmch iYi coart bath grete comfnttindement ; 
Edie man (ttdktli to we tbe wor*t he tnae. 

See also Lacombc, Diet, da vieux Lang. Frah?. 
m V. Maleboncht, -which he interprets, ftutfe- 
sant, matedtctn, and cites from Marot, 

Ed ce que fiure en -secret oh pretend, 
fin pkkM MWM *■»»«** r cnUsi, 

Mancipli, an officer, who has -me care of pur- 

■ chasing victuals for an fan of Court. Oh. Ptoi. 
ver. 6*9, &c. The name is probably derived 
from the Lat. Mancept, which signified parti- 
cularly, Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, the superin- 
tendant of a public bake-house, and from 

. thence a baker in general. See Du Conge, 1ft 
V. Mancepg, 2. The office still subsists in se- 
veral Colleges as well as Ins of Court. 

MAimu, Fr. carriage, behaviour. Gh, Prol. ver. 
140. 

Mahbrly, correctly,, politely, like the Prioress's 
mature, just cited. Gh. F. L. ver. 230. 

Mauabk*, Musofiufi, Ft. a daisy, Cft. F. L. 
ver. 350. See me Illutit. p. 37$. 

Mabskau, or tu «ucu>, explained. IUwtr. p. 

s»s. 

Mammll or ,t« BU4» esplaioed. ItiuKr, p. 
378. 
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tti*r¥ii> CfkPrdt. ver. iTj frt. * The holy blis- 
ful martyr," i. e. Thomas & tieeket, who was 
tebrifcfed "fft H70| whose body Was buried 
first in the undercroft of Canterbury cathedral, 

■'' but shortly after was taken 1 lip, and lakt ill a 
most stfmptodus shrine* in the East end by arch- 
bishofj Langfdn, Becket being canonized by the 
Pope a saint and martyr. To this shrine people 
of all degrees, and from all parts, flocked in 
pilgrimage. Once in 50 years i jubilee was 
observed, on account* of the frahdatloir of his 
body t6 the shrine. At the fifth eeleBration of 
Ails kind; which happened sobri After the tint 
of Chaucer's Pilgrims, viz. in 1420, tile con- 
c*urSe of people id said tb haVe Beefi lOOiflOtt 
M8fc Bed. OtrrHrtr. BfbJiotn. C. *f& 2. fcee 
atsa Batteley's Anfiq. of GSntefliUry. The ju- 
bilee lasted fifteen days, during Which the 
visitors were well entertained. They, in re- 
turn, loaded the iflartyrll sfirftte witfe offerings. 
A very curioiis accduflt tof ihe* Ctfstfy presents 
of this description, is preserved in a manuscript 
belonging to the Cathedral Library at Canter- 
bury; which, artkmg' other Inventories, Con- 
tain* tttventoriiiM return aHaHadttmi in 6f* 
ficio custodis Martyrii S. Thonue, viz. dc 
Vesthneittis, JuetHs, RdiqkHs, ic. MSS. C. 
jti. 5; With such stopewtitibh was Becket re- 
garded, even so late as in the 1 eighth Henry's 
time, that we find it fte altar of God* ho obla- 
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lion, at the Virgin's only 41, 6*. 8/f . a? Beret's 

954/.6s.3tf.!. / - - .- 

Medler, of a mixed stuff, or colour. CJt. Prol. 

ver. 330. ..'.:: 

Memoir*, Fr. remembrance. Gov). II. ver, 60. 

To draw into memotie; is also a phrase . in 

Gower, signifying to record or be recorded. 

Conf. Am. fol. 76. 
Mbkcbnbickb. See Th. Anim. p. 70. 
Mkry. See the notes, Illustr. p. 284— 291. 
Mesurarle, Fr. moderate. Ch. Prol,, ver. 437. 
Mevyd, moved. Ch. S. P. I. ver. 4. So Chaucer 
«usc3 mevable for movable, Rom. of the Rose, 

ver. 4736. , 

Mbynd, meint, mingled. From the Sax- menge. 

Gow. I. ver. 39. This continued in use till 
. Spenser's time, who' indeed affected old words. 

See Shep. Col. July, ver. 81. 

The Mk Mcdway, that trickling rtnrnie* 

Adowne the dalei of Kent, 
.Till with bit elder brother Theme* 

HU brackiih waves be meyni. 

Chaucer has ymeint, Kn. Tale, ver. 2172. 
Minoresse. See Th. Ar\im. p. 82. 
Mistkre, Fr. trade, occupation. Ch. Prol. ver. ■ 

,616., 
Mo, more. ., Ch. Prol ver. 546, 810, and S.P. 

I- ver. 58.. . Frequent . indeed in Chaucer, and 

our old authors. ... 

Moist, Fr. new. Ch. Prol. ver,, 459. Moitt 

is here used, says Mr.Iyrwhitt, in a peculiar 
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seibse,, as derived, from ' musteus ; for, accord- 
ing to Nonius, 2, 518. " Mttstufh,"aoti solum" ' 
vinum, verum etiam novellum qtiicquid est, 
rectfe dicitur." So, in the Canterb: Tales, 
moisty ale is opposed to old. ■•;■:'■■.■' ■ . . /. 
Moffli;'Sai.- the moon. ' Ch. Prol ver. 405; '■< 
Mormal, Ch. Prol ver. 388. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
'"'considers this word as- meaning merely a vttncer' 
or gangrene; though the origrnaly (milium 
' ' nurr'titiim, Lat. : m(t«a^morz,Fr.) 'seems to have 
> : signified* a Kind ofdead palsy, which took away 
' iititirely the use of'thie legs and feet' He refers 
to Du Cange in V. Malum mortuutri; See 

also Illustr.^. 253. , .. 

Mobtrewes, Ch. Prol.. ver. 386. See the Illu'str. 

p. 252. - 
Mosip, Sax. must. Ch. Prol. ver. 734, 737. ," 
MpiiB,. Sax. must. Ch. Prol. ver. 232. may, 
^ ver. 834. ■' '.-''' 

Motlbk. , See the Iliustr. p. 242. • 

Moveressb. See '1%. Anim, p. 82. 
Mull, rubbish. Gow. I. ver. 38. Chaucer uses 
mullols, twice, in the same sense. 



N. 



Nathblbs, nevertheless. Gow, I. ver. 29. 
Naught, and nought, Sax. nothing. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 758, 770. 
Nkte, Sax. neat-cattle. Ch. Prol. ver. 509. 
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Njwk, Sax. new, fresh. Ch. /Vol. ver. 459. 
Nswe, Sax- to renew, make new- Goto. .B, JV*/. 
p. 141, So Qower, in his Con/. Am. lib. yi. 
TV prwentt every d^j ben nfttiei. f 

N'ai> for had not. ?. U TW- ?1,. . 
N'hatr ftir « ft***;, hath «#. C*. #•»/. vej. 



Uwhtwai*, Cfc- **fc y*r> 9? t „ightrtim.c , Jfrom 
the Sax.' nihlou fhel, *o,p*Krn« ,/torfto, aays 
ftfi". Tyrwhitt, *(ho also observe th^| Ly4wte 
Wes QigkHKfymjt. Chaiwef'e Wflrd,, |,m#y add, 
J* used, by Bocclev?, £s Mffr ftegfo ,W- W 6 - 
fdit, Maspa. . 



- go we now to waoebe 



By rngftttrtefeoMt of sll U 

N'is for ne (s, is not. passim. 

Non, Sax. not one. Cft. iVo/. ver. 666, 682. 

Nones, viz. /or fft« none*. Cft. Prol. ver. 381, 
and F. L. ver. J98. Mr. Tyrwhitt conceives " 
this phrase to mean /or the. occasion, which 
( frequently though not always precisely used 
by our old writers) he supposes to have been 
originally a corruption of corrupt Latin; as 
from pro-tame came for the nunc, and so for 
the nonce, just as from ad-nunc came anon: 
the Spanish entonces, he adds, has been formed 
in the same manner from in-mmc. The word 
indeed is frequent enough in our ancient au- 
thors, in the sense of Mr. Tyrwtytt's explana- 
tion, But the etymology is very questionable* 
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That of a»oa at least, which i» assu»ilatftd i :by, 
Mr. Tyryhitt to this etymology, seems to, be . 
erroneous. *4no» means in, one {understand 
mstwU or minafte,) the AnglorSaxoa <ts mean- 
ing one, and on meaning in. See g*t« n^pr*, 
vol. i. p. 533, in V. Anon, and in the old Ro- 
mance of Ywaine and Gavriuj ver. 3,67. onane 
is written for anon. The reverend and learned 
Dr. t{e»ley, in a note on Shaltspeare ptecedfd 
by the .opinion of Mr.. Tyrwhitt already .given, 
adds that the phrase is in daily use among the. 
common people in Suffolk, to signify on pur- 
pose, for the turn. Ritson, however, refers it 
to the barbarous Latin source of pro-nunc. 
Gloss, Metr. Romances. In the ancient Ro? A 
.finance of Ywaine and Gawin, it is written. 
ftfl&u : ■•■-,'■ 

A gireM fill riche/ur the napes, ■ 
., Qf perrj sjpd of preciowj itanes. f 

^omhsj. Fr, a nun. Ch. Fro.1. v#r. 1^8.- r , 
ijQSSISBu.H, Sa*. I*osM1b. Qfc, JPfOfc ve A$59- 
Wm.$tyfe *«#, .know n,«L Gh* ^TPfc J*j*.'$80. 
No^aiu^ a 4wa4 Ukft a, nut, ,($. .$#. . vw. ip9- 
Prpbabjy., say* Mr. Xyrv^ti, fro'm,the haw be- 
ing cut short, ft lias since b.«n eaXl«4 a round- 
hcH fox tit* game- reason, , 
NffVTw; Sa^ now. $h. Pr*(. ver,^.. Th* 
use of novthc, in this place, for bot*\ has, in 
Mr. Tynfhjtt's Qpimoq, as- much the. apneas 
ance $f a botch* tbat he thinks. i$ proper, tip o,b^ 
serve that the wayd was, in, use before Chau&er's, 
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Y^ter; bring twice used by Robert 6f Gloucfcs- 
"tef-, 1 and in one of the instances in the -middle 
Di Ht the verse. I may add, that if occurs in ano- 
fl (her preceding writer For thus, in the Ro- 
■ *mairce of Libeaus Dttconus: 

He »pak to that mayde hende, ' "' 

""■'• "' ' 'To telle thjm erynde: 
I •■ i " . ' Tyme hyt were notahe. •' 

It is also used by Hoccleve, i)e ifeg. Prirtc. MS. 

To rygbt niche coiteeitea a* I haue twuitke. 

Nowell. See Th. Anim. p. 46. ' 



Of, Sax. off. 'Ch. Prol. ver. 552/784. 

OcHNsi pron. own. Gow. Illustr. p.' 377. So 
aght and oght are written for owed. See Rifson, 
Glo3s. Metr. Rom. 

OrFEBTOBiB, Fr. a part of the Mass. Ch. Prol. 
ver. ifz. TKe anthem 'or service ' chanted 
during^ (h'd offering. The Pardoner is here re- 
prestiri/ed'is^mgingtHe offertorte. ' Ohio Ro. 
*" niariuS : " Tunc ' canitur ' oWhrtorium cum ver- 
• '"'kirns, iic\ lV ^t'VHn^usOffertortus is twice 
noticed'by Du C!a'nge ll i& ! V.' Offertdrium: '■' r 

Oinbmbnt^ Fr. ointment' 'Cft: Prol. ver. 633. 

Ojr, SaL one. hirProt. ver. '34$. See also 

ONis,'Sai: once. ' CH, Prol. Ver.'^eTv ' •' " 
Oh, Sai.' «r,' before; 1 ' Ch}'Proi:*et. 875.' " 
Oawix. See^'^nSk ^.'74.' : ' : 
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Ordms" rang Gh.'Prol. ; vfe*/210, ,: - The four Or 
ders of 'JAendfcaht Vriare ; whose ' influence is 
thus briefly but forcibly painted, in the satiri- 
cal poem, ( written scrmewhal earlier than .the 
Canterbury Tales, rOf-P. Plowmans Crede, edit. 
1553. Slg^A.iiL b. 

first I frayned ttteif rtrt%i -and Ihey nw> fiiUy tofijem 

. ,, Ttyt «J tlietfvyt o£-*bp; fayjb wan in her fOUBE ORp^RSj 
1 1 : ■ Andiibe cpfres of Chartendoin ,■ and the keje bottaep, ■, 
And the lock at byleye, lieth token in her handes ! . 

pRyww-L, <a,eea-port town.. in, Esse?. ^^JProl. 

,,yv-%i%-.C ' ''■'■■ ■■ .,.-, „'i 

Ohfrayss. //See Jit. Anim. p. -33* .,. _.|, . 
Over, Sax.- upper. Ch.Prol.yqc.133. .'., ., 
Ovmuist,-. uppermost. Ch. Prol. . yer. 89$. ^ ■ , 
©uw^y.., See Th. Anim. p.,4Q.. ■-,..:, „, ... ; 
pWHBs«,;-Sax. anywhere., Ch. Prol. vqr.,655,, 
P, for o»; one. Cfe.,J > ro/../ver. 740; 



P. ' 

.1".... ■ 'I 

Paas, Fr. passage, pass. Gow. Illustr. p. 165. ; 
So, in Lybeaus Disconus : 

Tby» pate before kepeth a knyght. 
That wyth ech man wyll fygbt. 
Pace, Fr. to surpass. Ch. Prol. ver. 576. . 
Pawed, PEiMED, Fr. ^oojt great : pains. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 139, F.I ver. 447. . 
Paitxill, the ireast-plate of a horse. Ch. F. L~ 
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Vr- %&,, ;Scy jn the description of th« .Cfaa" 
, ^ones.Yfmaa^ hoxse, C. % w». JfiflGB, ■ 

An* 3ft Sir Laun&l wr. 958, «d. Kitson, 

1 } The paytrelk of-fccr piifraje "■-' 

Was worth an erldome, atoute and jpy*. 
Fir. pmtrail, hat. perforate. 

Palatib, Pafcuhia in Anatolia. CJfi. ] Prol.'' ver. 
CftV fhe lordship of Palatie, M¥. Tyrwhitt 
observes, may be explained from Frbissart; 
who gives an account of 'several ftdirfs barons 
in those parts, who kept possession of their 
lands, paying a tribute to the Turk. V. fii. te, 9&. 
He names particularly te Sire de St&halie, le 
Sire de la Police, et le ''Sire de Haut-Loge. 

Palmeres, pilgrimea toToreigR parts. Ch?Proh 
Ter.'lS; ' In tne-fcrencft fragment of the Gesre 
ofKyngPforn, the- phrase fen palmer- peterhi 
occurs. See however both the distinction, and 
association, of palmers and pilgrims, in the 
notes, Iltustr. p. 270; 

Pahtasilbe, Penthesilea, Gow. Fr. P. p. 106. 

Pa(i£V (^ard^eux) a French oath. Ch, F. If. 
ver. 47. 

Pardonek, Fr. a seller of pardons or indigencies, 
Ch. Prol. ver. 071, See the notes, Jlltistr. 
p.26?v 

^akjEit,: Fr. perfect Ch. Prol ver. 7*. 

Parishens, Fr. Parishioners. Ch. Prol. ver. 494. 

Fartonc#e, Partenopex, Comte de Blois, Gow. 
Ft. P. p. 107. 
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Pjuvr, q>. jrYot v*r. 312, See the W»tr. p. 

845, 846. 
P*S, Fr, a/oo^pactv Qh, Prol ver. 837, ^m, 

Mr. Tynxhitt thinks is always, wed by Chaucer 

in, th)s sense, 
P«S, Fr, to. surpass, tq escel, Ck,, ^rot.ner, 

*S0. .,-■ .v . 
Pillure. See JJi, ^,«ri. p. 7t>. ., ,.,,...- 

. J r ..ver. ^j,- So-.used by (Jhaueer. Fr._pfe«y 
reries. ■ , r 

Ps«S6 ?r- jWwplflured, oj a blewisli^rey.: C*t 
fr«i, vejj.itijL,. *< JWeu tirant m le neir, 
bleu tres fojic^.bls^ azune' ,' cou,leur . livide, 
noiratre." Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue 
Romane. See the Rom. de la Rose :_ 

Mcs deniers, ce mc leiuble, pen, [je perdf,] 
Quant j'ai pour voile wbet de pen, 
■ De catnelct. Ml de brunette, . i ' ' ' 

De vert, ou rfeaearlate achette, * 
.^ de ^if, et de qria I* fianT*, 
Ce voua nut en folic encourre, 
, ^tfiu>n lea tours ej 16( roes, 

See other examples, Gloss, ut s^ip*. 
Piixa^ rather. SiMt>, ?r- *M* W&, Oh fro*, 

«»• 
PttWfBi, See ?«y .-*«#•, p, 70, 
Pit,ii*wm, S«, the owerjng ot> a pfljow, C*. 

Prol. ver. 696. 
PiNCHE, Fr. to squeeze. " There coudc no 

whight pinche at his writing." Ch. Prol. ver. 
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364 •LbssAs.r.' 

-328.' No one/ say^'kr. : iVfwhitt, could iay' 

hold of any flaw in his writings. 
PitaWb; Ft. a mess'of vWtuais. Ch. Prol. ver! 
'23*.' An alloWance> Go'w. U. ver. "51. Its 

original meaning is an allowance 'of victuals, 
'' given to Mohasticks/ in' addition to their usual 

commons. See Du Cange, in V. Pictantia. 
Plugvbn, complain. ~G6m. I; ver. \9. • ' 
PiafW Fr. full, perfect. '■ Oi.'Wk-'vet; 339. 
Poimt; Fr. In godd point. " Ch. Pr6t. Ver. 200. 

In good plight, ■'*' "' 

Pomslbv Fr. dappled, ' spotted with round -spots 
■ like apples. Ch. "Pro!, ver. 618. Pomclee 

grey. 'So, in Iibeaus Disconus: ■ 

Upon a pomtly palfray 
Libeaui *ette, &c 

Poiipherv. See Th^Anim-P- 47. 

Port, Fr. carriage, i behaviour.. , Ch, Fret. ver. 

69, 138. 
Post, Sax. a prop, of support. Ch. Prol. ver. 

214. 
Poudkb mabchamt, Ch. Prol. ver. 383]'' See the 

notes, JBmrr.p. 2B3V •' • 

Pocbchaci, Ft. to bnyJ Chi Prol. ver. 610. 
Pouechas, Fr. acquisition, purchase. Ch.Prol. ■ 

ver. 258. See the Rom. de la R. ver; 12288. 

which parallel borh in sentiment and 'expression, 

Mr. Tyrwhitt cited in a note : 

, ftfceux vault mon ptwrcfaae que ma rente 
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PwB 1 f i r,ap^af,, wcrowrfj, ,Cfc.f. &ver.592. 

P*bte*Jo^ Prester -John, ChyF.iLs yer.202. 
This celebrated personage una, nq.dpub,t, com- 
mended to publickj police more powerfully, 

. hi Chaucer's time, oh the return of Sir John 
Mandeville from his .marvellous Voyages and 
Travels. His Narrative. (which has been often . 
printed) contains two chapters respecting Pres- 
ter Jphn's domains, character, &c . See , ch. 
Ixxxvi. " From this land of Bactrie men go 
in many days' journey to the land- of Prester 
John, that is a, great emperor of lode; and 
men call his land the Isle of Pantrqre. This 
emperor Prester John holdeth a great land, 
and many, good cities,, and good towns, &c. — 
In this land of Prester John is many strange 

■ things, and many precious stones so great and 
; so large, that they make of them vessels, plat- 
ters, and cups." Compare Chaucer, Ft, and 
L. yer. 300 — 204. Of some great mistakes in 

■ 3PPly' n g tn ' s . title, (formerly given to the 
Jungs of Tenduc, a distinct and populous king- 

. dom of Taxtary,) to the emperor of the Abys- 
■ sinians, an elaborate detection may be found 
in Heylin's Cosmographie, ed. fol. lfifit. B. 
iii. p. 203 ; where Joseph Scaliger's. erroneous 
assertion Concerning Prester John, is termed 
, " a monstrous and undefensible fancy." -See 
also B. iv. p. 70. : And Ludolfus/s Hist, of 
Ethiopia, B. it. ch. i. Where the unjustly bflpi 
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rowed AbjrMiMn rStrekl tracts! to "4 certain 
Christian prince, that feigned in the utmost 
parts of Asia, not far from the kingdom of 
TVndnc towards Cataya; Who, being of great 
power and feme, was by the neighbouring Per- 
sians, to signify hi* remarkable sanctity, called 
Prt&et khm, or Prince of the Adorers, (hat 
h to say. Christians ; or, as Scaliger Will have 
It, PrUeglml, the Aposfbhck Prince. How- 
ever the name is to be pronounced. We shall 

' not contend; but this Is certain, that the tin- ' 

skilful Vulgar having learnt the name from the 

Italians, who at that time were great traders 

into the East, called him by the Italian name 

■ VtPteik, or Pnteghu, or Gtmatmi: after 

' winch the same name prevailed With alt the 
people oT Europe. This his name and his feme 
eontiheed ft* some ages, though under much 
oftscuriry. For few understood, that that same 
Asiatics, fhtllr CHkn was 'driven out of ni» 
kingdom by Cenchi or Cynges; king 6f the 
tartars. .Therefore for this reasoit, because 

■ Be Portugueses were greatly mistaken, first 
in the hanle, and secondly fn the thing itself ; 
that name was 1 given to this African king, which 
belonged to a king reigning sortie ages Since in 
Asia, some thousands of miles distance." 

*" Scali|«r In bis Notes ad Cortp. Ettflop. 6dtbywi»t 
itttWit* be Mttk DM the EthiofJurf wext betten' Out of 
A»« by tat Tlrt** I saonrt aporetrtnd." 

7 
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glossary. $&¥• 

Heylin, DM meKnlng to the disrifledoft *>f 
Presbyter Johannes on account of the pre-* 
tended junction of the regal and priestly cha- 
racter in this person, prefers the Persian ety- 
mology • dT PresttgaH, an apostle ; Preiti- 
gittni, an apostoircal rftan; ami thinks that the 
title of Padescha FrcsttgiaM, an apostolical 
king) was given him for the orthodoxy of his 
faith'; Which being not understood hy sortie, 
instead of Preste-gkm, they have made Prtest 
John, in Latin Presbyter Johannes ; as by a 
like ntistake, one Pregent (or Pragian, as the 
French pronounce it,) commander of some 
galKes tinder Lewis the XII, was by the English 
called Prior John.—Ptestigim, he therefore 
argued, and not Priest-John, is his proper 
adjunct; contracted!)- but commonly called the 
Pre te by the modern French. 
PmcusouB, a hard rider. Ch. Prol. ver. 189 
PaicKiNG, hard riding. Ch. Prol. ver. 191. 
Pais, Fr. price. Ch. Prol. ver. 817. praise. 
Ch. Prol. ver. *7, 837.' Prize, putst, and 
price, are all from the same original, and bear 
the same form in the old languages, Ff. Brit, 
and Eng. They have since varied in their 
forms; but, as an acute critick remarks* the 
analogy of their meaning is still obvious. Chal- 
mers, Gloss. Sir David Lyndsay's Poet. Works. 
See also Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue Ro- 
mane, in V. J*W». 
P«ov*4, proofs. (X 8. P. U 71, 77. 
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Vmvcb, Prussia. Cft. .Prof,, ver. 53, ; ;:..*! 
Pollkd hm, Ch. Prel., ver. .177: I do not, My* 
. Mr. Tyrwhitt in a note, .see ipuch force in the 
. .epithet pulled; but, in his Glossary, he adds, 
.1 have been told since, that a hen whose fea- 
. then are pulled, or plucked off, will not lay 
any eggs. If that be trqe, there is more force 
in the epithet than I apprehended." The soli- 
tary manuscript reading of pullet, which he 
notices, is, I think, merely an \errour of the 
scribe. 
Pobfilkb, Fr. edged, bordered. Ch. Prol. ver. 
193, and F. L. ver. 328. The French potw- 
filer, Mr. Tyrwhitt remarks, signifies to "Work 
wpqn the edge; and the Eng, pur, and the Fr. 
pour, are generally corruptions of the Latin 

Q. 

Q.o«ndbida. See Th. Anim. p. 66. 
Quod, said. From quethe, Sax. Ch. Prol. ver. 
790, 839, &c. 



R. 

Raoght, Sax. reached. Ch, Prol. ver. 136. , 
Reallich, royally. Ch. Prol. ver. 380. 
Rkguxrdon, Fr. in reguerdon, as their reward. 
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CLOSSAIY. 369 

Cow. !. ver. 96. " Item nous volons qe no* 
ancienz servauntz miegnals de nostre hosjtell. 
Its queux nous n'avons point reguerdonez, 
eictit chescun d'eaux cent soulez, &c." Will 
of Edm: Earl of March, Nichols's Collect, of 
Royal Wills, p. 116. Chaucer uses reguer* 
doned in hiu translation of Boethiu*. 
Rekkbi.es, Ch. Prpl ver. 179. One MS, read* 
cloiHtcrlea ; to which, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, the 
only objection is, that, if it bad been the truer 
reading, there would have been no occasion to 
explain or paraphrase, it in ver. 181. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
adds, that " the text alluded to is attributed by 
Gratian, Jiecret. P. ii. Cau. xvi. Q., 1. c. viii. to 
a Pope Kugenius.— Sicut piscis sine aqud caret 
vit4» ita sine monasterto monachal In P. P. 
according to MS. Cotton. Vesp. B. xvi (for the 
passage is omitted in the printed editions) a 
similar saying is quoted from Gregory. 

Grc'gori the grate clerk garte write in boko 
The rewle of alle religious rijtful and obedient 
Riyt at tube* in a flod whan hem fjjleth water 
Dcien for drowtbe whan tbei drie liggcu 
Riyt to religioua roten and Men-en 
Thai out of coTcnt or tloUtre coveiten to dwelt*. 

" As the known senses oCrekfceks, viz. care- 
leu, negligent, by no means suit with this pas- 
sage, 1 am inclined to suspect that Chaucer poa- 
- sibly wrote reghelte$, i. e. without rule. Begol, 
.. from Regula, was die Saxon word for a Rule, 
and particularly for a Monastick Jtute. Hence 
■ b 
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370 GLOSSARY. 

"* RegolAif; Regularis bcu Monastica vita : Re- 

• gol-lage; Regularium lex: and in the quota- 
« tion from Orm, Essay, &c. n. 53. an reghelr 

■ hoc signifies the book of Rules, by which the 
Augustinian Canons were governed." 

Ripektant, Fri repenting. Ch. Prol. ver. 238. 
Rbplet, repletion, (ft. S. P. E, ver. 88. 
Rbigbb. ' See Th.Anim. p. 41. 
Rxsplxhds, shines. Cft. S. P.M. ver. 109. 
. RiTfe, Sax.' a steward, or bailiff. Cft. Prol. ver. 
<-3B9. See Jtfurfr. p. 850. 
Hrrswv Cri. i*ro*. ver. Si. This, says Mr. Tyr- 
'; whitt, is properly a German word. Kilian in 
1 V. Reyieri? Iter focere^— et Ger. Militare, fa- 

- cere stipendium. Almost all die editions, and 

■ * several MISS, have changed the word into rid- 
v 'Sen;, which indeed, Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, 

* Chaucer'seems to have used in the same sense, 
ver. 48. : To this Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, " Lea 
Gandojs- Jirent une rese tur let marciies Ac 
Haguouto* et dedans le pays piUerent, brus- 
lerent, • et jirent. moult de manx." Mem. de 
la Marche,- p. 384. Where a note in the mar- 
gin says, " Reyse en bas Alemand signifie un 
voyage ou course." Here' I think the marginal 

- commentator, as well as Mr. Tyrwhitt, is mis- 

- tfcken. Seae means rather a military exptdi- 

- Hon. See Roquefort, Gloss.de la Ian gut Ro- 
- mane! " Rese, reze; tondu, rase' ; et cows de 

•genu 'de guerre, excursion miUtatre." In a 
" - party of this description the knight had been 
7 
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concerned." This sense removes" the imputa- 
tion of tautology in feysed being the game as 
ridden. J 

Ribalds. 'See Th. Anim. p. Wi ■ ■ 
Rtoht, good, tree. Ch. Prot. ver: 199. • 
Right, truly, completely. Ch. Prof.' ver. 390, 
617. It is frequently joined to adjectives; as 
the adverbs -well and fall are; to augment their 
fbrce. . 
Rodotre, Sax. the Cross. Ilhtstr. p. 264. From 
: the Saxon rtobe crux, and from its being made 
' of wood. Chaucer calls it the rode-oeam, C. T. 
1 veri'6078, -ed; Tyrwhitt 

He, clLed whan I came fro Jerusalem, 
"And lith ygrave' under the rode-btiw- 

Rote, Fr. a musical instrument- Ch. Prol. ver. 
236. Seethe, iuiutr. p.. 248. According to 
Mr. Tyrwhitt, :Notker» who lived, in the: tenth 
century, says that it was «he ancient Psalte- 
riwn, but altered in its shape, and with all ad- 
ditional number of strings'; Schiller in V. 
Rotta. Rltson terms it the instrument, which 
the French at present call la vielle, and the 
English mandolin or hurdy-gur.dy. See also 
Roquefort, Gloss, de la- Langue Romane: 
"Rote, instrument qu'on a apptie. .depuis 
vielle; il etoit monte de cinq Cotdes, accordees 
de quarte en quarte." 

RdfrKcaviL, Ch. Prol. ver. Ml. See the note;" 
Itluar. p. 263. 

Bb2 
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Rocwwia, Fr. a sonnet. Ch. F. L> ver. 176. 
Cotgrave defines it " a rime or sonnet that ends 
as it begins." But Mr. G. Mason, the editor of 
Poems by T. Hoccleve, observes that Cot- 
grave's definition is incomplete, by making no 
mention of the repetition of the burden in the 
middle ; and that the definition in the Diet, de 
Trevoux, adopted by Johnson, is more to the 
purpose ; though that does not exactly corres- 
pond with this English relique, as it makes the 
sonnet consist of thirteen lines, of which eight 
accord to one rime, and five to another. The 
roundel of Hoccleve, which is here given as a 
curiosity, consists of fourteen lines, nine of 
Which accord to one rime. It is called, in the 
tide to the piece, chancon. 

Sotner, thai rypest manna auttemaee 
' - With hokum hcte of the (outlet waraineate, 

"'■ Al kynde of man thee holden » to blew. 
Ay IbantJtl be thy frcendly governmce, 
: And thy fresh look of mirthe and of gtadnesie. 
,- Sooner, that rrpett mannes sustenance 
. With holsum hete of the wanes wannnene, 
' Al kyndfi of man thee holden it to hi ease 

"To hevy folk of thee the remembrance 
Ii salve and oynement to hir teeknetie ; 

'■ ' for why we thin shul synge in cristemeate; 
i'SoOier, that rypent maunM sustenance 

, With hoUum hete of the sonnea wsrmnesse. 
All kynde of man thee holden is to bietse. 

Root, boots, Fr. company. Gow. I. ver. 4. Ch. 
ProU ver. 634, and Jp; L. ver, 196. In the 

u;.,i,i«ty Google 



C1.0S5AKY. $73 

Tut instance it means a very large company. 
For the poet calls it " such a rout, as [if] all 
the men on earth had been assembled in that 
place, well homed for the occasion;" and de- 
scribe* " the earth trembling under them." 
- Such, it is here worth adding, is the numerous 
army opposed to the English forces in the ro- 
mance of Richard Coeur de Lion ; 

There [where j they rode, all the earth 
Under their hone feet it quote. 

See also Roquefort, Gloss, de la Langue Ro- 
mane: "Route troupe, compagnie, armie / 
de rata.— Ainsi comme nous en alions k pie" et 
a. cheval, une grant route de Turn vint hurter £ 
nous. Sic." Joinville, Hist, de S. Louis. 

Rovthe, Sax. compassion. Ch. F. £. ver, 376, 
" For routhe and pite?* This pleonastick phrase 
occurs in our old metrical romances, and is also 
used by Spenser and Milton, 

RowcH-r, for raugkt, cared, Ch. S. P. I. ver. 
30. From the verb reek or recche* Rought Is 
thus used by Chaucer, Bom, 8, ver. 1873, So 
in the romance of Sir Guy ; 

He ne rought with whom be mette. 

And P. PI. Vision, Pass. U. 

Right ao, by the rode, rought you neuer 
Where niy body wer buried — 

RuFua, Ch. Prol. ver. 432. a Greek physician, oi 
whose works some are extant. 
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Sauseflemb, Ch. Prol. ver. 627. This expression 
occurs in an old French book of Pbysick: 
" Oignement magigtrel pur sauseficme et pur 
chescune manere de roigne." Soigne signifies 
any scorbutick eruption. So in the thousand 
Notable Things, B. i. 70. " A sawsfieame or 
red pimpled face is helped with this medicine. 
Sec." Two of the ingredients are quicksilver 
and brimstone. In another place, B. ii. 20. 
Oyte of Tartar is said " to take away cleane 
all spots, freckles, and filthy wheales." These 
last, I suppose, are what Chaucer calls whelkts. 
The'original of the word seems to be pointed 
out in. * the following passage. Vit. R. it. h 
Mon. Evesh. p. 169. " facies alba — -interdum 

• sanguinis jleumate viciata." But MS. Bod!. 
2463.. furnishes another etymology, which I 
think still more probable. " Unguenrum con- 
tra salsumjlegma, scabiem, &c." See Galen, 
in Hippoc. de Aliment. Comment, iii. p. 277. 
o \»xm—ymrM axd *AErMATO£ 'AAMTPOT mi 
■nt fcw9>tf xtMf. And again, 5 aw*— 6n -n 4AEI"- 
MATOS, * x "AATKOT. Tyrwhitfs Note, and 
Gloss. 

Sautwe, a musical instrument, Ch, F. L. ver. 
337. See Rote. 

Scholaie, to attend school, to studte. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 304. From the old French verb escoloier, 
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• Mr. Tyrwhitt gays j who also observes that the 
word is used in the same sense by Lydgate. ; 

Scochqmes, Fr; scutcheons of arms. Ch. F. L. 
ver. 216. 

Seint, Vr. Ceinct. A girdle. €h. Prol. ver. 33*. 

Seke, adj. Sax. sick. Ch. Prol. ver. 18. 

Seke, Sax. to seek. Ch. Prol. ver. 13, 17. 

Semioopb, a half, or short, cloke. Ch. Prol. ver. 
264. 

"Sendall, or Sendale, ' Ch. Prol. ver. 442.^ A 
thin silk. See Du Cange, in V. Cendaium, 
and particularly Th. Anim. p. 47,, 

Sentence, Fr. sense, meaning. Ch. Prol. ver- 

; 308. 

Seriaix, (more properly ceridl,) belonging to 
the species of oak called cerrus, Sat. cerro, 
Ital. cerre, Fr. Ch. F. L. ver. 209. See also 
Canterb. Tales, ver. 2292. . Where. Mr. Tyr- 
whitt cites Boccacio, Thes. 1. vii. " Corona 
di querzia cereale." But see Thynne's loiig 
and curious note, Animad. p. 53 — 57. Speght, 
in his second edition, conformed to Thynne's 
direction of unseriall in the Canterbury Tales, 
which however later editions have rightly re- 
jected. 

Sethe, Sax. to. boil. Ch.Prol. ver. 885; 

Sew, follow. Goto. IU»sth p.. 879. ' 

^Shx-wi, Sax. a shade of trees, a Coppice. Oow. 

Iltustr. p. 277. 
Shefe, Sax. a bundle,' a sheaf of arrowes, p. 104. 
Shehe, Sax. handsome. Cii.P.L. ver. 270. 



3igit ,z eC h y GoogIc 



376 OLOSSAHT. 

Builds, Stat. shield, protect Gov>. B. Pre/, p 

140. 
Shifman, Sax. a mariner. Ch. Prol. ver. 390, 

&c. 
Shop*, shaped. Gov). I. ver. 18. So Chaucer, 

C. T. ver. 7120. 

- '■ the tonnei aide. 

To which thii Som)>nour Jtope him 6r to wende. 

Si douci wr la margabete, So sweet is the daisy. 
(%■ F. L. ver. 350. The burden of die pas- 
toral song in praise of the daisy, marguerite. 

SicNiFicAvrr, Ch. Prol. ver. 664. The writ de 
excommunicato capiendo, commonly called a 
tignifieavit, from the beginning of the writ, 
which Mr. Tyrwhiit has shewn to be as follows. 
" Rex Vicecomiu L. salutera. Significant 
nobis venerabilis pater H. L. episcopus, &c. 
Gibson's Cod. Jur. Ecc. p. 1054. 

Sib, whin, sie, and sych, Sax. saw. Gov:. I. ver. 
52, 109. Ch. F. X. ver. 60, 78, &c. See 
the note, p. 209. Sometimes written seigh, as 
in P. Plowmans Crede, edit. 1553. Sign.B. i. 
Then walkede I ferrer, and went a] oboutrn. 
And xigk banes ful heygh — 

Six*, Sax. sick. Ch. Pro/, ver. 426. 
' Sue, Fr. Sieur, Seigneur. A respectful title, 
says Mr. Tyrwhitt, given formerly to men of 
various descriptions, as well as to knights. He 
accordingly selects Sire knight, Ch. Prol. ver. 
839. Sire clerk, ib. 842. Sire monk, C. T. 
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3120. Sire man oflawe, ib. 445?. It was so 
usually given to priests, that in the- time of 
Edward IV. it crept <ven into Acts of PaHta- 
mcnt. Mr. Tyrwhitt seems not to have been 
aware that " the three Stub "which only -were in 
request of old, ( no barron, vicount, earle, nor 
marquesse, being then in vse,) were Sir King, 
Sir Knight, and Sir Priest." See A Deca- 
cordon of Ten QuodHbeticall Questions con- 
cerning Religion and State, &c. Newly im- 
printed, 4to. 1602, p. 53. 
Sitting, becoming, suitable. Ck. F. L. ver- HI, 
380. The usual expression of our old writer* 
in prose as well as poetry, from Chaucer to 
Spenser. Yet we often rind it written, as t 
pretended correction, .fitting. It is used as the- 
French, it sted, it sits not, it is oot becoming. 
See Chaucer, Rom. R. ver. 750. ed. Urr. 

It *ate her wondir well to ling; 

See also Spenser, F. Q, i. i. 30, i. viii. 33, See. 
Sky, a shadow, Gow, Illustr. p. 279. Gr. mo. 
Slip, slipe, Sax. slept Ch. ProL ver. 98, 399. 
Sun, sly, cunning, ingenious, Gow. I. ver. 31. 

Wiclifle writes it slt/gk, and Chaucer's editors 

slie or sligh. The word is derived from the 

Anglo-Sax. slith. 
Small, soft, sweet. Ch. F. X. ver. 180. . Sfe, in 

Fairfax's translation of Tasso's Gier. Xib. & 15. 

st. 62. 

Sjw wvbled forth a treble mail, 
. And with tweet looses bar WM tongi interlaced. 
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,Siu*£a> apparently an adverb, /smartly. 'Ch. 
. P»l. Ver. 149. 

Sxnrra, unite ye. Ch. Prol. ver. 784. 
■Sam*. Sax. to snow ; to be in as great abundance 
as snow. Ch. Pfol. ver. S47. Gower has bi- 
- snewed, Conf. Am. lib. vi. (MS. reading). 

The prewnU every day ben newed, 
He wu with giftea d Unewed, 

. n- The people was of him ao glad; Sw. 

Snibbe; Sax. to snubb; to reprove. Ch. Prol. 

ver. 525. 
■Solas, Fr. mirth, sport. Ch. Prol. ver. 800. 
> This word is often employed in describing the 
'■' festivities of elder days. " She and her ladyes 

called for their minstrells — and solaced th'em- 
" selves with the disports of dauncing." Leland, 
*. Coll. vol. v. p. 352. So, in the Romance of 

Ywairie and Gawin : 

Ful grete and gay was the assemble 
Of lordea and ladie* of that countre, 
And lis of csTgbte* war and iryie, 
, ( - And danritela bf mykel pryie ; 

Ilkine with other nude grete gamin, 
And grete wince, &c 

Solhifnely, solemnly. Ch. Prol. ver. 276. 

Somdri., Sax. somewhat ; in some measure. Ch. 

. Prol. ver. 448, • 

SoMmou*, an officer employed- to summon delin- 
quents to appear in Ecclesiastical courts, now 
called an Apparitor, Ch. Prol. ver. 625. &c. 
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Soke, Sax. a son. Ch, Proi, ver. 79, 838. . 

Soot, sote, swote, Sax. ; sweet. Ch. F. X." 1 ver. 
117, 317, &c 

Soothly, sothly, truly. Ch. F. L. ver. 183, 547. 

T5o», Fr. a piece of bread dipped in any sort of 
liquour. Ch. Prol. ver. 336.' So Mr. Tyr- 
whitt defines the expression. There is here 
perhaps an allusion, however, which he has 
overlooked. The poet says a sop in wine: 
Such is the expression in one of the old Fa- 
bliaux, soupe en vin; which is explained, 

■ " Du pain trempe' daris le vin, qne Kon ap- 
pelle en Bourgogne une trempe'e." Gloss. Fa- 
bliaux, &c. par Barbazan, nouv. ed. par Meon, 

Sote, Fr. a fool. Ch. F.L. ver. 101. 

Sothfastbnessb, Sax. truth. Ch. Illustr. p. 131. 

Souns, Fr. to sound. Ch. Prol. ver. 567. 

Soupe, to sup. Ch. F. L. ver. 417. 

■Sour-EH, supperj the evening meal. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 350. 

Soitple, Fr. supple, pliant. Ch. Prol. ver. 203. 

SncBD conscience, Ch. Prol. ver. 538. Mr. 
Tyrwhitt, at first, professed not -'to understand 
this expression ; but afterwards met with a pas- 
sage, in which spiced applied to conscience, 
seems to signify nict, scrupulous* It is in 
Beaumont and Fletcher's Mad Lover, -Act 3. 
When Ckanthe offers a purse/ the Priestess 
says, 
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* Fy! no eomtptioA — - 
Ck. Takeit; itujour**; 

Be not totpiccd; it i* good gold ; 
And goodnew* it do gill to the coiueietice. 
I am enabled to illustrate this expression more 
fully by an extract from a work earlier than 
that which Mr. Tyrwhitt cites, or at least car- 
ries us back to remoter times. See " Ques- 
tions of profitable and pleasant Concerning*, 
talked of by two aide Seniors, &c. 4to. Lend. 
1594. p. 15, " I remember how they dallied 
out the matter like Chaucer* Frier at the first, 
vnder pretence of spiced holinesse." 

Sfuknb again a hall. Ch. Illustr. p. 132. To 
spurn against a nail ; probably a proverbial ex* 
yression; of the same import, as to kick 
against the pricks. N. Test Acts ix. 5. 

Squieh, Fr. a squire, Ck. Prol. ver. 79. 

Stant, standeth. Goto. I. ver. 74, and Illustr. 
p. 132. As in Chaucer, C. T. ver. 3695. 

And still be «aw under the «bot window. 
SnvtN, the sound. Gow. II. ver. 47. So Chau- 
cer, C. T. ver. 2564. 

T be Vow of the pep]* touched to the herea, 
So kwide crjeden they with mery linen. 

Stiwb, a small pond for fish. Ch. Prol. ver. 
351. 

Stot, Sax. Ch. Prol. ver. 617. Mr. Tyrwhitt 
takes ntot to be put here for stod, the Saxon 
word for a stallion; although a stbt signified 
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properly a bullock, as it still does in the; North. 
But see Chalmers's Gloss. Poet. Works of Sir 
David Lyndsay, in V. Stot. "A young hone.. 
Ray and Coles. Anglo-Sax equus villa," See 
also Strode, Diet. Sax et Goth. " Stotttf 
equus villa: Chart, ad calc. C. R. Ben." 

Sthonde, Sax. a shore. Ch. Prol. ver. 13. 

Strode, Th. Anim. p. 23, and B. Pre/, p. 142. The, 
philosophical Strode, to whom, jointly with the 
moral Gowcr,. Chaucer directs his Troilus, was 
probably Ralph Strode, of Merton College, Ox- 
ford. Mr. Tyrwhitt adds, that A. Wood, who had 
made the antiquities of that college a particular 
object of his enquiries, says only of him, " Ra- 
' ddlpbus Strode, de quo sic vetus ncster cats* . 
logus. Poetajfait et verstficavit Ubrum elegta- 
cum vocat. Phantasma Rodulphi. Claruit 
cwcccixx." Some of his logical works are said 
to be extant in print. Venet. 1517, 4to. Tan- 
ner, in v. Strod-eus. 

Sufmsancx, Fr. sufficiency, satisfaction. Ch+Prol* 
ver. 492. 

SlM IE FOYLE DB VXBT HOT, SIN! ST HON JOLt cocfm 

est EjtDORMY. Probably the beginning of a 
favourite French song, or rondeau. Ch. F.'L. 
ver.. 177, 178. The words are, however, cor- 
rupted; and .in the Translation of the French 
words in Chaucer subjoined to Urxy's Glossary, 
it is proposed to read, " Sua la feuille devers 
moy, son. tf mon &c." That A "Vpon^e 
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leaf -by me, his and my pleasant heart is 

asleep."* 
Suspect, suspicion.' Ch. Prot. ver. 392. 
SVklt, Sax. fainted. CH. P. L. ver. S60. As in 
"the Canterb. Tales, ver. 9650. 

— ■ — for the veray peine he wu Die wood; 

Ahriosthe naelt, and iwouDed tber he Mood. 
Swiche, Sax. corruption of swilke, such. Ch. 
'Prot. ver. 243, 487. 
Swinxi, Sax. labour. Ch. Prot ver. 188. 



Tabards, Ch. Prol. ver. 20. The sign of the 
.inn, where Chaucer's Pilgrims were assembled. 
They, says Mr. Tyrwhitt, who are disposed to 
. believe the pilgrimage to have been real, arid 
to 'have happened in 1383, may support their 
opinion by the following ' inscription, which is 
stilt to be read upon the inn now called The 
Talbot in Southwark ,* " This is the inn where 
Sir Jeffrey Chaucer and the twenty-nine Pfl- 

' grims lodged in then* journey to Canterbury, 
ftrfno' 1383." Though the present inscription 

'fe evidently of a very recenfdate, we might sup- 
pose it to have been propagated to us fey a sue- 

' cession of faithful transcripts from the very 

' time, but unluckily there is too good reason to 
. be assured that the fust inscription of this-sort 
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' -was not earlier than ■ the last century. Mr. 

■ Speght, ■ wha appears to have been inquisitive 
' concerning this inn in- 1597, has left' lis this 
account "of : it in his Glossary, \.< 'Tabard ; '"-A 
1 jaquet or slevelesse -coate, ' worne- in times past 
■'by noblemen m thewarres, but nowonelyby 

Wauhs ; and in called theyre coate of armes 
' in servise. It is the *igneeF-au Inrie in 'Soiith- 

- warke by London; wfthih the- which was the 

' 'lodging of the Abbot of ; Hyde by Winchester. , 

■ This was the hostelry where Chaucei' and- the 
other pilgrims mett together, ami, with Ifenry 
Baily their hoste, accorded about the manner of 
theirjourneytoCanterbury. AndwhereasthrougK 

.' time it hath bin much decaied, it is now by Mas- 
ter J. Preston, with the Abbot's house thereto 
adjoyned, Hewly repaired, and with convenient 
roomes much encreased, for ' the receipt of, 
many guests."— If any inscription of this* kind 
had been there, he would hardly have omitted 

' to mention it; and therefore lam' persuaded it 

■ has been put up since his time, and most pro- 

- ■ bably when the sign was changed : from? -the 

Tdbordto the Talbot, in order to preservethe 
■l ancient gloiy'of the- house notwithstanding 1 its 

- new title. Tyrwhittfs Introduce Disc. C.-T. 
n. 6. ■ ■ '' ...:.-- 

Taksl, or takil, an arrow. Cft. PreI.ver.J06. 

Brit, tacit, tacyl. Used byGower aKoi- " > 
Tapisbs, Vt. a maker of tapestryv ■ Ch. JVAfc-W. 
.864, - ■ ; - .- •-• W 
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Txpvtww, Sax. '» woman who ha* the cue of the 
ftp in a publick-houBC Oi. Prol. ver. 241. 
That office, formerly, was usually executed, 
' Mr. Tyrwhitt says, by women. See the A&* 
venture of the Pardoner e and ikt Tapster e, in 
the Continuation of the Canterbury Tales, p. 
.684. ed. Urr. In another place (note on C. 
T, ver. 3019.) Mr. Tyrwhitt observes, that the 

■- termination stre, or $ter, was used to denote a 
female, like (fix in Latin. Thus a female 
taker was called a bakester, a female brewer 
AJbremfafer, Sec. as here the lady of the tap is 
denominated tapatere. 

Tutmjuum, cloth of Tart. Ch. F. X. ver. 913. 
Chaucer mentions " clothes of Tars," in his 
Kn. Tale. ' Mr. Warton says, that Tart does 
not mean Tmrtus in Cilicta, but is rather an 
abbreviation for Tartarin or Tartarium. That 
it was a costly stuff appears from hence : " Et 
ad. faciendum unum jupoun de Tartaryn blu 
pouderat cum garterijs blu parous cum boucles 
«t pendants: de argeato deaurato." Comp. J. 
Cefcey Provisori* Magn> Garderob. temp. Edw. 
III. It often occurs in the wardrobe-accounts 
for furnishing tournaments, Du Cange says, 

. that ttaV was, a fine cloth manufactured in Tar- 
tart/. Gloss, in V. Tartarium. But Skinner 

: derives .it from Torpona, in the Milanese, and 
cites Stat 4. Hen. VIII. c. vi. H.ist. of Eng. 

. Poetry, i. 364. Among the goods bequeathed 
by Eleanor Bohun, duchess of Gloucester who 
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died in 1^99, fa " un lit petit, pur u» closet 4tt 
blanc tartaryn &c," Nichols's .Hoyal Wflk, 
p. 1 83. See also Roquefort, Close, de la Langue 
Romane : 2'arratre, sorte d'etoffe de Tartaric 
Trent, Sax. to teach. Cfc. Pro!. VR. 310. 

Tw Co«wi.wn>ENj'», alteration ef, by Papist*. 
See the JUutir. p. 864 So w the liber Fcs- 
tiwlis, printed by Caxtou in 1483, the se- 
cond commandment is, that ifcei* takt mt «'» 
xointfe My <un»< «f 6«4; end the original 
tenth is divided into the. ninth and tenth- The 
same corruption is observable in " The richt 
way to the ltingdcme of bevine is teebjt hew *n 
the x cojnandis of Cod, 44c. Prentjt at S&1-. 
mw fin Sweden] be me Jhone Hocbstraten the 
xvi d«y of Oct. MDxwiij." The sbaaeM 
emission of the original second commandment, 
common indeed m countries under Papal uifltt* ' 
ence, can be attributed only to the absolute pro- ' 
hibition of linage-worship which « pronounce". 

Tern, Sax. affliction, trouble, Ch, f , X,. xer. 
3«9. 

TnuHcuen- See 1%. dnim, p. 63, 

Tbp, Sex, utedes a demonstrative pronoun, W. 
; f. Aver. 71. Those, 

Tho, then. Gow. B. Pref. ». UN. 

Teiui, thhiss, San. thrice. Ch Jhrol. m. *?, 
56*. Usually writtea ****» in Sower. So 
twi««, Le. twice, 

Tjbot, Sex. tine, 4 uakifrrm, t IMtfc wjfcjle. 

a.if.i.w.Mft 
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Thrystcock, the thrush. Ch. S. P. U. ver. 34. 
So,- in the Rime of Sir Thopas. 
The throttel cok made eke his lay, 
The wode dove upon the spray 
He fang nil loude and clew. 

To, in composition with verbs, is generally, as 
Mr. Tyrwhitt has observed, augmentative; and 
is frequently so employed by our poets from 
Chaucer to Milton. Sometimes the adverb all 
is added. 7b-brent, were very hot.- Ch. F. L. 
ver. 368. To-4ere, entirely destroy, F. L. ver. 
488. 

Topore, Sax. before. Govs. Ittustr. p. 165. 

Trace, Fr. a track, or path. Ch. ProU ver. 
176. 

Tramissekz, a kingdom in Africa. Ch. Prol. 
ver. 57. 

Trapped, decorated. Ch. F. L. ver. 263. Used 
in this sense by Spenser. 

Tkappoures,. the cloths with which horses were co- 
vered at tournaments.- Ch; F. L. ver. 244; 
As in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 3501. ed. Tyr- 
whitt. " Testeres ■ and trappures," among a 
variety of Jiarneis, or armour, both useful and 
ornamental, for man and horse. The word is 
now trappings. Barb. Eat. trappatura. 

Trkpkktt. See Thl Amtn. p. 47. 

Twinns,' Sax. to depart from a place. Ch.Ptol. 
■ver. 837. Such is the explanation -and etymo- 
logy here given by Mr. Tyrwhitt. ■ Mr. Chal- 
mers finds the word in the sense of to part or 
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separate, in R. of Bru'nne;"but does not'de- 

liver his own opinion as to its'- Saxon origin. 

No illustration of this kind occurs in- Lye's Sax. 
, and Goth. Diet. , I find the word: explained by 

Ritson also, to separate or part. 'Gloss. Metr. 

Rom. It is -there 4 written t-wyn, as in R. of 

Brunne twynne. 
Tyxblnbssk, uncertainty, unsteadiness. Ch.Ittustr. 

p, 131. So, in the Canterb. Tales, ver. 3428. 

Thii world in now fill tikel sikerly. 



Valeby. See Th. Anim. p. 63, 

Vavasour, Ch. Prol. ver. 362. See the note, 
Jllustr. p. 251. 

VxNEBiB, Fr. hunting. Ch. Prol. ver. 166. If 
the word, Mr. Tyrwhitt says, had in ' Chaucer's 
time borne «ny other sense, he would hardly 
have put it in the mouth of Emilia, Canterb. 
Tales, ver. 2310. The relation " of dedes of 
annes and of.veneri," (i. e. hunting, the 
chace,) forms a part of Arthur's feast in the 
ancient romance of Ywaine and Gawin. 

Vsrdite, Fr. judgement, sentence. Ch. Prol. 
. ver. 789. 

Vernicle, Ch. Prol. ver. 687. The diminutive 
of Veronike. Fr. A copy in miniature of. the 
c c2 
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picture of Christ, which is supposed to have 
been miraculously imprinted upon a handfaer- 
. «hief, preserved in the church of St Peter, at 
Home. Du Cange, in V. Veroitictt. Madox, 
Farm. AngL p. 421. Tettani. Joh. dcNevill. 
an. 1386, Item Domino Archteptecopo Ebo- 
ntm fratri meo i. vestimettfum rubtum de 
velvet cum ie veronike (r. veronike) in granis 
rotantm detvptr brondata (f. broudatA). It 
was usual for persona returning from pilgrim- 
ages to bring with them certain tokens of the 
several places which they had visited; and 
therefore the Pardoner, who is just arrived 
from Rome, is represented, with a vernicle 
sewed upon bit cappe. See P. PI. Vis. fol. 
88. b. 

An hundred camples on by» batie aette, 
Srgnes of Siuay and abeUa of Calice, [£ Gallce,] 
And many a crouch oft his cloke and kayes of RtWnV; 
. . AHd At VctnuH* before, fof men- »houkl fcdMrl ; 
And it, by by* NgnH, whom lie Mught badda. 

Such is Mr. Tyrwhitt's illusurafron. See also 
. ■ 2ft. Anint. p. 49. 
Vbbtvoub, Ft. active, efficacious. Cfh PfOl. ver. 

261. 
Vigils, Fr. the eve of a festival. Ch, J»Wi, Ver. 

$79. 
Vilanib, Fr. any thing unbecoming a gentleman. 

Gh. Prol. ver. 70. Baseness, Impropriety, 

ProU 74$. See Roquefort, Gloss, de la Languo 
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Rom. in V. " Injure, outrage, instllte, mauvais 
traitement, affront." Mom. de la Rose : 

Si mauldie et excommenie 
Tods ceui qui aiment vilenie, 
-■ jftafefekvlUufelt, te." 



(7 or V, for oft, Gov. 2<Lr\ p. 103, Stc. Common 
In old French. See Gloss. Fabliaux, &c. edit. 
Meon, vol. i. «KS4. "U: ou, vet; oft, vU." 
Mr. Warton, however, chose to alter the an- 
cient word in Gower. 

VsooNwse, Sax. ignorant. Ch. P. L. ver. 591. 
So used in the Canterb. Tales, ver, 2995. ed. 
Tyrwhin. 

Uhdsrtot«»tr, Sax. seizes, takes. Gow, Itlustr. 
p. 165. 

UmoERGftows, nndergrown, of a low stature. Ch. 
PtoI. ver. 156. 

Vmnrrrt, Sax;, scarcely. Ch. P. L. ver. 46, 203. 

Vnvstseb, Fr. unweighed, uttpoized. Gow. II- 
tustr. p. 140. So Chaucer uses peise or poise 
for 'weigh, Fr. and Cr. fib. iii. ver. 141& ed, 

' tltlr. '. 

. And paised wo with "joyis covnterpaite. 

"Up, Sax. up on fond. Ch. Prat. ver. 704. 
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Wanyth, decreases, declines, Ch. S. P. II. ver. 36. 

Wan, Sax. gained. Ch. Prol. ver. 444. 

Wastbl-buede, white bread, or cake-bread. Ch. 
Prol. ver. 147. Bread of a better aort; so 
called from wastell, the vessel, or basket, in 
which it was carried or weighed; as it seems 
probable from the following passage : " Octo 
panes. in wastellis, ponderis cnjuslihet toastelli 
unius miche cpnventualis." Regist. Wykeham, 
part 3. b. fol. 177. The word vmtel seems to 
answer to -the -French gasteau, a cake. See 
Lowth's Life of Wykeham, p. 68. Note on the 
mess called Mortrell, made of milk and ■wasiel- 
bred. See also- Gloss.' Forme of Cury, in V. 
Wastel. 

Watebing of Ssint TnoMAS. Ch. Prol. ver. 838. 
A place for watering horses, which Mr. Tyr- 
whitt supposes a little out of the borough of 
Southwark, in the road to Canterbury. The 
same place, he apprehends, was afterwards 
called St. Titomas- a Waterings, probably from 
some chapel dedicated to that Saint. It was 
a place of execution, he adds, in Q,. Elizabeth's 
time. See A. Wood, Ath. Oxon. vol. i. S29. 
And, I may add, before her time. See Wee- 
vcr's Ancient Funerall Monuments, edit 1631, 
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• p. 436. . Or the Lord Thomas Fines, and his 
accomplices in a murder, in the year 1541. 

Webbe, Sax. a weaver. ; Ch. Prol. ver. 364. 

Wed-kr, the wether. Ch. S, P. II. ver. 18. 

Weed, Saxi (wede,) apparel, clothing. Ch. F. I/. 
ver. 371. 

Wendb, Sax. to go. Ch. Prol., ver. 21. 

Went, for want, on account of the rhyme. Ch. 
F. L. ver. 150. 

Wbnte, wBNTofwEMDE. Ch. Prol. ver. 78. 357. 
Wenten, pi. ver. 822. 

Wehen, Sax. Ch. Prol. ver. 28, 29. Were. 

Wzrbe, Fr. war. Ch. Prol. ver. 47. 

Weykden, weighed. Ch. Prol. ver. 456. 

What, Sax. Often used by itself, as a sort of in- 
terjection. Cli. Prol. ver. 856. What, v>tU 
come oe the cutte. - ■ ■ ' 

Whblkbs, Ch. Prol. ver. 634. See Sau&efieme. 

Wheb, Sax. where. Ch. Prol. ver. 423. 

Windsor's (lohd) son. See Th. Anim. p. 72. 
Where Mr. Tyrwhitt's assertion, and, from Mm^ 
Mr. Godwin's, are completely overthrown ; the 
existence of lord Windsor being proved, in 
contradiction to what they Btate. 

Winne, Sax. to gain. Ch. Prol. ver. 715. 

Wit, Sax. to know. Ch. Ft. L. ver. 465. So 
voiteth, understand ye, know. ye. Goto. I. ver. 
62. and, in Chaucer, C. T. ver. 9614. 

ABsaieth it yourself, than may yfc witat 
If that I lie or hod in Qui matere. 
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With* Sax, understanding, capacity, Ch. Trol. 

ver, 74S. To pw vttfc. 
Wivsa, See TV -taw. p. 48, 
Woi, Sat. to will. Ch. Pro!, ver. 42, 805. 
Wow>«, would. Ch. Prel. ret. 144, &« 
Wonder, Sax. wonderful. Ch. F. L. ver, 451. 

The same word is used as an adjective in the 

Canterb. Talcs. " Wondar workes" is a phrase; 

employed by Caxton. 
Woire, Sax, custom, usage, Ch. Prol. ver, 

337. 
Wombs, Sax, habitations, territories. Ch.Fi.L, 

ver. 801. 
WoNrao, Sax. a dwelling. Ch. Prol. ver. 608. 
Wonmk, Sax. won, conquered, CT. frel. ver. 

51, 59. 
Wool, knowest. Ch. F. L. ver. 594. For VKUtt. 

Frequent in the Canterb. Tales. 
Waxrare, twisted. Ch, F. L. ver. 57. See the 

note on the passage. 
Wiaem, Sat. a workman. Ch.Brel. ver. SIS. 



y. 

Ha, yav». Sax. gave. Ch, ProL ver. 304, OS. 

603. 
Y-bj, been. Ch. F. I. ver. 375, As in the 

Canterb. Tales, ver. 10275. 
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Y-sowt, borne, carried. Ch. Prol, ver. 380. 

Ybddings. Ch. Prol. vex. 237. Perhaps, says 
Mr. Tyrwhitt, a kind of song, from the Sax. 
geddian, or giddian, to sing; the Saxon £ 
often passing into y. But afterwards he says, 
that the Promptuarium Pare, makes yedding 
to be the same as geste, which it explains thus. 
Geest or Romavmce. Gbstio. So that of yed- 
dinges may perhaps mean, of story-telling. 
Some editions here corruptly read tidinges, and 
some weddtnges. Mr. Warton has strangely 
converted the word into yelding, which he in- 
terprets dalliance. Hist. Eng. Poet. i. 448. 

Yede, Sax. went. Ch. F. L. ver. 163, 238, 295, 
301, 303, 322. 

Ybman, a yeoman. Ch. Prol. ver. 101. See the 
notes, lUustr. p. 230, 231. 

Ybmanhik, the rank of yeoman. See the Jllustr. 
p. 231. 

Verdi, a rod or staff. Gov), I. ver. 91. Ch. Prol. 
149. In the explanation of words, subjoined 
to the edition of P. Plowmans Crede in 1553, 
yerd is defined a rodd. 

Yevb, Sax. to give. Ch. Prol. ver. 507, 613. 

Y-7AU.B, fallen. Ch. Prol. ver. 25. 

Y-go, Ch. Prol. ver. 288. gone. Go, ago, ygo, 
gon, agon, gone, agone, are all used indis- 
criminately by our old English writers as the 
past participle of the verb to go. See Tooke's 
hwtattTtpoma, Vol. i. p. 463. 
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30i GLOSSARY*. 

Y-pikbd, picked, spruce. ' Ch. Prbl. ver. 3fi7. 

Y-sent, sent. Ch. F. L. ver. 424. 

Yteyed, tied. Ch. Prol. ver. 459. Some edi- 
tions here read ystraincd. 

Ywimpled, covered with a wimple. Ch, Prol. 
ver. 472. 



(i. Woodfill, Printer, 
Pittmatxt-rvw, London. 
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